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1The Council after lengthy discussion and
on consideration of the report made by Mr.
F. A. W. Byron, Superintendent of the
Electrical.Department, agreed to the application
of compulsory meterage to all consumers of
electric light, including occupants of official
quarters.

it was agreed further that protesting
original consumers should be allowed the
option of continuing on the per point basis
up to the 1st of January 1935.5

•/ith a view to reducing the increase in

cost to the larger consumers it was agreed on

the suggestion of Byron thnt as from the

current should be supplied
at the rate of 9d per unit up to 200 units t

tand thereafter at the rate of 6d per unit.
It was agreed furthermore that on and

occupants of
official quarters should be treated in the
same manner and pay for current consumed on
the same basis as general consumers.

.Clerk of the Executive Council.

J

7 ^J.33.

Extract from minutes of 
Council held on the 14^ ,g; of Executive ,rch, 1933 .

Mr.

after the 1st of July, 1933,

1st of July, 1933,
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Th3 uolor.i? 2. Secretary
Si nley,

^. f bland I funds

"h fool certain Jf;:t, if tho i I-’li 
Stanle; were to be off red eelectrio ' ) rrent, botl for 
lighting and for appliances (irons, radios, betoo fires,, 
si Jtion sweepers, to. ) on tl j us i 1 ] ster s; j tern paj ble 
at so 3 uol x )r unit of ourr n oc suned, tl e sysi 5111 i oi Id 
prove a gres t success and in tii e r erj cottage ai d house 
ii the town would be full^ wired . and tl a extra cosi of 
ni' tors md a jolleotor to check >c isumption woi Id be more 
■f .r offset the rcw.tor revenue uccrv.eing.

Th3 • • of St --1-r - do ss o ’■, i ifortu ' 31} ,
1 itl in tl 5 scope of either : e of id cheaj ourc s of 

ctrical supply — and in a ■ vent in hot' tl >se i ist nces 
is no lii it it tael id to the ribci c f J i hts tc be 

used, ...nd t' e cur'-rcrt ie .-..w,ilrv 1c nij t r d day.

rn:_.vr.- ;W80 c oirOU x0 3 -her<i r - 0r 1 ci t-
is riled on • e no-noter systen, for i-' '■ / ■< --5 to 
waterfalls where eleotrioity can ' 3'/ W.nothing, beyond the oost ^2 1.</'• .1’’. turbines , >. fhe oost per unit current consumed ca be 
made so small, there is absolute!; no p°in .... in installing meters and ■'/->■ -■-3 De eoonouloai.
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LAMP HOLDER ADAPTORS
FOR PRICES SEE OPPOSITE PAGE.
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S 69445S 82718S 60781

S 68211

S 82012

S 82719 S 82721 S 82722

Spread 31"
S 61066 Series Wired.

S 61068 Parallel Wired.

S 61067 Series Wired.
S 61069 Parallel Wired.

S 60104
Hardwood

S 82193
Bakelite.

S 60108 
Polished Brass.

S 60782 5 Amp.
S 60831 3 Amp.

flU

Utft
S 82720

<1
.Mi

Spread 3". Depth 3".
S 82378 Series Wired.

S 82377. Parallel Wired.



■ MINUTE.

To Hon. Colonial Secretary.

From Electrician-in-Charge

of opinion, I know of a number of people who are satisfied with the

The Question of meters and the further extension of electric

2

stalling lights in all their rooms?
Port Stanley may be the only place in the world where meters

are not used but it is also the only place -where a charge is not
made for installation.

Our present system is designed for lightingof bedroom fires etc.
only,and when it is considered that one bedroom fire may take any­
thing up to 3 Kilowatts and our total output for lighting is only
30 Kilowatts it will be realised how impossible economically this
proposition is.

With reference to the last paragraph,I can say definitely that 
it would not ba economically possible to supply current for the use

I agree with points a b c and d raised in the attached letter 
These are obvious and need no further comment. Point e is a matter

lighting hours is under consideration.
Referring to point ^persons may want lights installed in all 

their rooms, but would they be willing to pay for the cost of inp

existing conditions.
Points l)and II) are substantially correct. I agree that if 

meters were ihstalled it would be an economic proposition to supply 
current during the dark winter mornings , but not after midnight.

2 5 JUL.1931
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31

however,j.

I am,

servant,

Colonial Secretary.

kilowatts.

28th July,

The Manager,Estate Louis Williams, STANLEY.

Sir,

Sir,
Your obcdippt

I an directed by the Governor to adlmowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 23rd of July, 1931, 
submitting certain criticisms in regard to the terms 
on which electric lighting: from the Government Plant 
is male available for private householders in Stanley, 
and to say that the several matters raised by you, 
more especially that relating to the desirability of 
installing: a system of meterage, are already receiv­
ing cons ideration.

2. I am to add, however, that the supply of 
current for power purposes cannot be contemplated 
any rate in conjunction with the .existing plant uhic} 
is designed only for lighting, as '..111 be readily7 
realised from the fact, for example, that while the 
total output of the plant is some thirty kilowatts one 
bedroom fire alone will consume as much as three



29th July 1931.

Sir,
re electric light &c.

We are in. receipt of your esteemed favour dated 
28th inst. and are pleased to see that our criticisms 
in regard to the no-meter system of electrical supply 
at present being installed in Stanley, have been 
favourably received.

Doubtless we shall be advised shortly of the final 
resolution in this matter.

address all 
TO THE MAIN.

RADIO ADDRESS 
••WILLIAMS”
CODES USED;

BENTLEYS 
A B.C. S'™ E D 

Al.

PORT STANLEY
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

etc. ).
The number of units consumed c 

monthly minimum are charged for at 
up to a certain figure, and above that figure 
greater reduction is made - r" 
consumer to use as much current

we note the objection against the supplying of 
electricity for heating purposes. The consumption of 
current for heating and cooking purposes is well-known to 
be very high in comparison with the current consumed in 
lighting only, and with meters installed and current being 
paid for at so much a unit, consumers would soon see 
that it would not be to their interests to in-stal 
electrical heating — but it would be to their interest 
to use electricity for ironing.

As regards other appliances classified as ’power’ 
such as suction sweepers, and ’all electric’ radio sets, 
the consumption of current is not very heavy - in fact 
not much more than a fair sized lamp.

In case the information should be of use we beg to 
add that, the ^general system upon which we have seen 
electricity supplied is:-

. * / 
CORREsWnOENCE

SUCCESSORS TO CHAS WILLIAMS.

E.tbl? 1863.

GENERAL MERCHANTS

The premises are inspected to find how many light 
points are installed. A minimum number of units per 
month are assessed to the premises and have to be said for 
at a minimum rate every month, whether actually consumed 
or not. (This minimum consumption is assessed in such a 
manner as to cover the supply company’s overhead charges 
for leading in connections, meters, inspectors,collec tors 
o +: n ) 5

over and above the assesse 
a slightly lower rate

~ ~ -• &ll- e, a still
all calculated to induce the 
— as possible.



*

2.

The Hon.
The Colonial secretary 

Stanley.

We are, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

p.p. Estate LouA^yilliams.

___

The tenant, and not the owner of the property, is the 
party that contracts with the source of electricity supply.

In big towns the owner of the property is made automatically 
responsible for any debt left due to the source of 
electrical supply by a defaulting tenant, by the simple e£ 
expedient of refusing to reconnect the house until 
previous accounts are settled - but this procedure, of 
course, would not be necessary in Stanley.

A tenant on leading a house, excepting in the case of 
other arrangement with the owner of the property, 
notifies the source of supply, so that the meter 
can be removed and the supply cut off until it is again 
applied for by another tenant.

From ESTATE EOL’IS WILLIAMS, PORT STANLEY
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From 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
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ELECTRIC

It has boon decided to offer present consumers of
current supplied from the Stanley lUectric Lighting System
facilities for payment by meterage as an alternative to pay*
ment at q fixed rate per point.

Current will be supplied by meterage on the following
terras :

The consumer will pay the cost of the entire installation
inclusive of the connection from the power

Current will be supplied
Every

installation will be approved by the Electrician in Charge and
will be effected by him : no addition or alteration in any
installation will be made except by the Electrician in Charge.

Where the installation has been already, effected the cost
in the casewill be assessed by the Electrician in Charge

of new installations the actual expense Incurred will be

Once the meterage has been installed in a premises it

installations of Electric Lighting can be accepted only on a

meterage basis.• ( ,

All those desirous of having meterage installed on the

Warning/

above terms in their premises should apply without delay to 
the lileotrician in charge.

charged.

at the rate of 9d. per unit or kilo-watt hour.

will not be possible for a reversion to be made to the payment 
per point beusis.

As from the da to of this notice applications for original

main but exclusive of the meter.
in his promisess

i; o t i c



Warning is given that some delay my elapse before
the meterage can bo Installed as the required number
of meters will have to bo ordered and obtained from

Ston1ey.

the United Kingdom.

Electrician ih Charge.

1932.10th Februaryd

2 «»



.a that in a like

such a^
The motor ana installation will remain the property

of the Government unless you desire to toko over the install­
ation at its actual c.’st,

I have to state that the currant will bo supplied
at the rata of 2d pox- unit or kilowatt hour and that no addition
to or al taxation in the existing installation will bo permitted
except it is affected by this department oh paymenv. of the actual

I have to say that it is anticipated that by the
adoption of meterage in place of payment at a fixed rate par

this department will be in a position to supply current

such us yourself P will bo able to obtain light at a saving in

!

I have to explain that the necessary meter will be 
installed free of charge by this department

Electrical Department,
Stanley,

cost to themselves*

2,

Charge 0

m.uncr nc charge will be made for the existing installation 
in the ease of an original subscriber to the system.

cos to
4i{>

50

Soth 7ulyjl932ft

Sir,

to an increased number of subscribersp

I have the honour to bo, 
Sir 3

Yixvr obedient servant?

point?
and original subscribers,.

I have tho honour to state that it is proposed in the 
general interest to supply current for electric lighting from 
the Government system on a meterage basis only, on and after a 
date in ths near future yet to be doterninedv

yourself 0



STANLEY,

6th♦October 1932.

Electrician-in-Charge,
Stanley.

Sir,
With reference to your letter of the 26th.July,we,the

present electric lighting system.
We accepted the lights under the terms laid down in the

Colonial Secretary’s letter of the 28th.x.Iarch 1930.and have no
wish to depart from these terms unless you can guarantee a
saving in cost as stated in paragraph 4.of your letter.

Yours faithfully, 00

LcK

I

Gv

/?
^undersigned,do not agree to tjie proposed alteration in the

—

£ i^v-c AM s

X?- fa

JtPSLj.
'fl y'



225/31.

14th November, 32.

Very Reverend Sir,

X am directed to inform you that

the Governor has been surprised to learn that your

signature amongst those of eighteen others appears on

a letter addressed to the Electrician-in-Charge on

the suojoct of the pr ,posal to install meterage on the

Government electric lighting system.

I am to say that in Ills Excellency’s view2.
it is not wise, having regard to the position which
you hold, publicly to associate yourself with

Government.
I am,

Very Reverend Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Colonial secretary.

The Very Reverend 
H.E. Lumsdale,A.K.C.,

Jean of Stanley.

movements, that may cut across the policy of the



V
Electrical Department,

Stanley.

November 15th 1932.

Gentlemen?
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

in which you state
that you do not agree to the proposed alteration in the

and have no wish to depart
from the terras under which you accepted the light unless a
saving in cost can be guaranteed.

I have to explain in the first place that it has2.
been decided to install meterage on the electric lighting
system for the following reasons s-

ful as they might be in switching off lights when they are
not required.

(b) Cases have been observed where consumers have been
using higher wattage lamps than those installed by the
Electrical department.

’Owing to the elimination of waste it will be possible
to supply light to more consumers with the same plant.

(d) Consumers will have to pay only for the actual amount
of current used.

I have to say that, having regard to local circum-r-*

the rate to bo charged of 9d per unit or kilowatt
hour is considered to be very reasonable and that,while in
the nature of things no guarantee can be given, it has been
ascertained that in certain cases where meterage has been
already installed the cost of the current supplied has worked
out definitely cheaper than it would have done on the payment
per point basis.

that the orignal terras4. I have to say furthermore

(a) On the existing basis of payment per point a waste 
of current occurs as consumers, naturally, are not so care-

stances,

your letter of the 6th of October 1932,

(c)

present electric lighting system,



« whereby the light was to be supplied at th© fixed rate
of 25/- per point could not have been intended and can­
not be expected to hold good on either side for an in*

expressed
h;ai ever been given or asked in such effect*

hov.'CVer of considering as fa?? as possibley

the special position of original consumers it is proposed
to make them no charge for the installation on conversion
to meterage whereas new consumers are required to pay the
cost of the installation*

5. I have also to state that it is not the policy
of this Government to run the electric lighting system
for profit, that is in excess of, say, 5/ so as to meet
the interest on capital invested and depreciation
that if it is found that a profit appreciably in excess
of 5% is being made the matter of reducing the cost of the
current supplied will come up for consideration

6. In conclusion I have regretfully to express the
surmise that if you are still not desirous of continuing to
receive the light on the meterage system there will be no
alternative but to agree to the withdrawal of your name from
the list of consumers.

I am.
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Electrician-in-Charge*

J*F. Summers and others,

Stanley*

in the desire,
or implied5

, and

definite period and that in fact no undertaking.
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Sir,

We find

comsumers whom yon told it would be cheaper to remain on the
point basis,further,could you inform us why one Govt♦Official
who had a meter installed as an experiment,later,had it removed
owing to the expense.

With reference to paragraph 2.regarding your charge of waste
and the use of higher wattage lamps! are not the GovtoOfficials,
both in their private homes and Public Buildings,the chief
offenders?

t Is a strict supervision kept over the Stores,and do other
Departments pay for all stores supplied to them by the Electrical
Department? Do all consumers pay for the full number of lights
installed?

no
alterations are to be made in their respect. If it is necessary
to save current and to put the Electric Lighting System on a
sound financial basis,why should the public consumers be asked

With regard to your statements in paragraph 4. of your letter

lights
installed.

We understand that at the present time Govt.Officials are 
paying £.0$ less per light than public consumers and that

would probably be found that a price could be fixed considerably 
lower than 9d,per unit,which price in our opinion is excessive.

Stanley,
12th.January 1933.

to pay a higher percentage than Govt.Officials? We suggest that 
if this one item and the others mentioned were rectified,It

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 15th0Hovember 1932,in which you point out the advantages 
to be gained by having the meterage system installed, 
this is not consistent with your views as expressed to certain

concerning the original terms on which the lights were accepted 
»

without undertaking etc! we must refer you to paragraph l.in the
agreement which we were obliged to sign before we had the

i



2.

Should the Government still insist upon ignoring these
conditions we must infer that their agreements cannot be taken
seriously at any time.

Trusting you will give this matter your consideration and
endeavour to meet us in our wishes.

We remain,

Yours faithfully,

(3^7^^^^^Electrician-in-Charge,
Stanley.

f



Electrical Department.
Stanley.

ifiarch 23rd 1933.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 12th of January, 1933, in regard to
the inetalltion of meterage on the Electric Lighting
system, and to inform you that the representations
made by you have5received the full consideration of the
Governor in Executive Council.

I am authorised, to communicate to you the2.
undermentioned decisions taken in the matter by His
Excellency in Executive Council.

3. (1) All new consumers will b© supplied with
the electric light on the meterage basis only.

(ii) All consumers occupying official residences
will be required to take the electrio light on th© meterage
basis on and after the 1st of Juljr, 1933.

(ill) All oonsumex's who signed the original under-
taking will be allowed the option of continuing on the
payment per point basis up to the 31st of December, 1934,
but will be given formal notice that on and after the 1st
of January, 1935, they will be supplied with the electric
light cn the meterage basis only.

(iv) ’’/ith the object of obviating any considerable
increase in cost to large consumers of the electric light
the price Rill be fixed, for the present, at the following
rates, namely up to 200 units, or kilowatt hours, 9d a unit

annual consumption.
(?) On and after the 1st of July, 1933 consumers

the/

Sir,

and 6d a unit over and above 200 units, on the basis of an

occupying official residences will be treated on exactly



2.

same footing as general consumers.
4. I trust in view if the concessions granted that

you will have no further cause for protest in this con­
nection.

I have the honour to he*

. Your obedient servant>

Supt. Electrical Department.

Hr J. E. Summers,

Stanley.
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MINUTE.

19th April

The, AdjutantFrom

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

SUBJECT; CHANGE TO METER SYSTEM ELECTRIC LIGHTING AT THE DEFENCE FORCE CLUB,

Falkland Islands Defence Force
Port Stanley

To

THE ELECTRICIAN-IN-CHARGE

35 .19

At a Committee Meeting of the Defence Force Club held at the Headquarters last night the following resolution was proposed,seconded and found the general support of the meeting:
" That a letter be addressed to the Electrician­in-Charge stating that the Defence Force Club were not desirous of adopting the Meter System for the Electric Lighting until 1st January 1935."

2. I understand that those subscribers who signed the appeal may have this concession.

Lieut & Adjutant.F.I.Defence Force.
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Original consumers who
changed to meter systegu

V.A.H. Biggs. G.I. Turner.
it it Shop. Mrs A. Hardy.

Mrs Clausen. Mr H. Roberts.
Mr Grierson.

F&lkland Club. Mr J. Felton.
A. Kiddle. Mrs A.E. Felton.
F.F. LeiIman. A. Martin.
McAtasney & Sedgwick. J. McGill.
J. McKay. E.J. Gleadell.
G. Perry. W. Hutchinson. X
Mrs Ryan. Bean Lumsdale. X

L. Sedgwick.

W, Sedgwick
Ed. Wilson.
F.I.B.F. Club.
W.M.S. Club.

Consumers on point basis.
R.N. Bound.

A.P. Hardy.

Stanley Arms.
J.F. Summers.

C. Enestrom.



Electrical Department•
August 24th 1933.

Sir,
I have to inform you that as from the

1st of January 1935 the electric lighting will
be supplied on the meter system only.

The rates to be charged are as follows;*
9d a unit□P to 200 units
6d a unitOver and above 200 units

on the basis of an annual consumption.

I am,
Sir,

Officer-in*Charge.

4

Your obedient servant,
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