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2. They are taken from the 1956 
’'International Whaling Statisties1'

x 601 of 23rd July.

1

I attach herewith comprehensive 
whaling stetistics for South Georgia'covering the 
period' 'from 1919 •

Administrative Officer, 
South Georgia,

edition of the 
mentioned in my telegram 158

From The Administrative Officer, 
South Georgia,

To The CoIonina/Secretary 
Port Stanley,

601/15
King Edward j-oint, 
South Georgia,
16 th Sep t emb er,19 5 7
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From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Des/) ate lied: Received :28.11. 57 Time : 0930Time: 161+527.11.57

When may it be

GTC:SJA

(Intld.) J.B.
28.11.57

cd" (X

(14 •
B.U.F. early please.

Reports usually completed by July, 
expected.

t 1 s

No. 1J0 Ministry of Agriculture and fisheries pressing for 
report on the 1956/57 Whaling Season in South Georgia.



H-Time. 1510 Received. Time .

I 73 No: 169- Your telegram No: 130.

Following for Willis from Denton-Thompson, begins.

GOVERNOR’S DEPUTY.

GTC:MF

teleg^am|

Regret Whaling Report 1956/57 has gone astray.
We are arranging for copies to be forwarded as soon as 
p o s s it2e o

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched : 13.12. 57



J J_i vU JL u JT_k__^V_L o

COLONIAL.. SECRETARY.From

To SOUTH GEORGIA.

Despa tched : 13th Dec emb e r ? Time :19 57. 1600

19 Time :Received:

1956/57 Whaling Report not received here.

If not

P/L: MC
GTC underlined <»■ §

ADMINISTRATIS OFFICER.

No. 2Lj.O. 1956/57 Whaling Report not received here. We 
believe Spivey was to complete on voyage home and forward. 
Grateful learn whether copy is available at South Georgia. 
If so please forward usual number first opportunity, 
regret we must ask you to prepare the report as soon as poss­
ible.



From ...ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER AT HUSVIK

COLONIAL secretary.To

16th December,Despatched: 1957. Time : II4.IO

Received: 17th December 1957* Time: 10005

lie

P/L: MG

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
AT HUSVIK.

I

JWM2.
Wha1ing Rep o r t. 
here.
Possibly in office of fidbur London for typing.

I
<
4

all papers for writing 1956/57 
none 

Grateful you contact Spivey and ask him where it is.

TELEGRAM.

A

'll

Your 21-lO Spivey took
I was about to ask you for copy because
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COPY, SENT

Office of Origin WordsNumber Handed in at

To

HICOM HONIARA DEPS. A/C

TELEGRAPH WHEREABOUTS ENDS.

GOVERNOR.

JB/MF
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FOLLOWING ROR R. E. SPIVEY FROM COLONIAL SECRETARY  | j I
BEGINS 195^/57 WHALINGREPORT NOT RECEIVED PLEASE

| X. | Date

STTlR. 57



Whaling and Sealing#

We

•os <<>£

I am opposed to these arrangements because:-
(1)

To my mind

(2)

. /ZJ): I am very

i

I have recorded this at some length because it ties up 
with a recent proposal by the A.O. which he may raise with you 
again, to the effect that there should be a biologist in South 
Georgia who would combine the duties of sealing and whaling 
inspection and also whaling and sealing conservation and research.

In February of 1957, after discussing the matter on the spot 
in South Georgia the previous December, I reported to the S. of S 
that I was satisfied that it was very improbable that the land 
basedcatchers operating from the shore stations could evade the 
Whaling Regulations to any important extent very largely because 
any serious contraventions would quickly become public knowledge 
amongst the whaling population at South Georgia and would very 
soon come to the ears of the A.O.

In reply Willis wrote to me personally saying that if we 
were satisfied that it was unlikely that there could be a bad 
leakage in the arrangements for whale conservation, so far as 
South Georgia was concerned, the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries were content to let things stand.

On the other hand we frankly admitted that it was very 
possible that whales measuring a little under the regulation 
size were sometimes measured and recorded as conforming with 
the regulations governing the minimum size of whales that could 
be taken. The Secretary of State was advised that with the 
facilities and staff at his disposal it was quite impossible 
for the A.O. to ensure that all whales coming in at widely 
separate shore factories at all times of the day and night 
conform with the regulations on size. I pointed out that 
he would req_uire a sea going vessel (which would probably 
cost some £30,000 to £40,000 plus the current expenditure and 
crew) and that in any event his movements would very soon be 
known. I expressed the view that if the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries insisted on a 100% check then the International 
Whaling Commission would have to appoint a Whaling Inspector to 
live and work on each of the 3 individual Stations.

In my view Bonner,

Whaling and Sealing Inspection and Conservation. j-

In September 1956 the Colonial Office adviseft that the 
Ministry of Agriculture and~Fisheries had expressed concern at 
a statement made in the Administrative Officers South Georgia 
Annual Report on Whaling to the effect that he was unable to 
ensure that the Whaling Regulations were being observed, 
replied that we would look into it.

I do not consider that one man can adequately and 
efficiently combine the duties of a whaling and 
sealing inspector If we are going to ensure 100% 
check on whaling regulations then we must have a 
whaling inspector at each station, 
there is no other way of doing it.

during the whaling season, has 
at least for the present a full time job on his 
hands until the end of December with bis-C ties 
as Sealing Inspector and Sealing Biologist part­
icularly having regard to the work n>w to 'be done on the South Georgia Fur Seals.
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1

You may, however, wish to discuss the whole of this problem 
with the Administrative Officer on the spot.

I
*■

VY 1

I have told the A.O., in a demi-official letter, that these 
were the general lines along which we were thinking at that time 
although I had confined my objections to the principle that I 
did not think one man could satisfactorily carry out all these 
duties.

I might say that the A.O’s proposals were submitted before 
he had either seen the sealers at work or the whalers at work 
and consequently they were very much a shot in the dar^ based 
on inadequate knowledge.

y ujl '

I am very doubtful whether conservation work can 
really be done efficiently from South Georgia alone. 
In my view it is a major exercise which should be 
conducted by some such organisation as a Whaling 
Commission and which should embrace not only the 
shore factories but also the factory ships. I 
should have thought that the Whaling Commission 
should set up a research organisation based on 
South Georgia and operating over the whole of the 
southern whaling waters. By just having our own 
South Georgia biologist, I am frankly doubtful 
whether in fact he would achieve very much. To 
sum up2anything is going to be done, it must 
be done, in my view, by the whole industry and on 
a major scale.



fib
H.C.S.

Whaling and Sealing Inspection.

I i

I

I
i

I

30th December, 1957 
EPA/PT

I
|
i

I gather that under- sized whales are occasionally caught 
hut the shooting of them is not a widespread practice and would he 
due to a mistake on the part of the gunner rather than to a 
deliberate flouting of the regulations.

The A.0. mentioned to me that he had telegraphed about 
the length of whales that are allowed to be caught under the 
International Conventions. I understand that the lengths are 
longer than those specified in our ov/n regulations, and although 
the conpanies are complying with the Convention they are not 
required to do so by our rules.

I discussed this matter with the A.O. and Bonner and 
we reached the same conclusions as you did in your memorandum on 
the subject. A proper whaling inspection would mean that a man 
would have to be on duty night and day throughout the whaling 
season and this would require at least two men to be on duty at 
each whaling station. So long as the M listry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries are content to let things ‘tend as at present 
we should take no action.

I St
L'k ' 1‘' ■

J'/"



TELEGRAM^

From. ..HONIARA.
A

FOR.To

Time :19Despatched : 58 1 O553rd January 7

19 Time :Received : 1 b.00583rd January 2

and Statistics for 1956/57 left at Secretariat

■ ’ A

HICO? J.

/S Ct,

b

P/L:FH

Wo
S& -

/ss.

AOJL -LdLt-j izi‘
4 2 V /r

'o/^/s'S (t^V i ir^

172. Following from R. E. Spivey. A.11 ..’haling reports 
Stanley, ends.



I‘T)1ECODE.

TELEGRAM.
brom Administrative Officer.
To Colonial Secretary.

Despatched . Time : I
Received: 27th February, 0900

Whaling Reports.
1956/57 Report.

I undertake

Reports by Companies on approved form (b) of Infractions

2

Your telegram U8/195U refers.S CM.
please ob€'a'Ln^50 copies

/^2.P/L:SJA
A.C. S.
This requires urgent action.

(Intld. ') A. Cr. D. T.

27.2.58

i

I

telegram 28/602. 
for future use.

Ujl

(St? ux
10 Wjfl

26th February, 19 58.
19 58.

59/609. Whaling Reports. Spivey took Annual Whaling Reports 
Instructions file and recent years’ reports to assist write 
1956/57 Report. Latest report I can find here is 19U2/U3. 
Is report in same form still required or has form of it been 
changed. If so grateful loan your copy say 1955/56 Report by 
^Shackleton’1 if she has still not left Stanley, 
to ensure safe return.

zLcc *
of Interha-ttonal Whaling Convention, 19U6 do not appear to have 
been sent to Becher in accordance with your D/10/U7/A of 22 nd 
November, 1952 for>L956/57 from here direct as in previous

Vci-1 years. Same applies for-^Form (A). Did Secretary International 
Whaling Convention receive 'them or are they required too. 
copies Form (A) and 6 copies Form^(bJ received under your 
complimentary slip of 1.3th January, 1958.. Secretary of 
International Whaling Convention is very parsimonious of these 
forms. Your telegram U8/I95I4 refers. He need's-1 copy. You 
and I each need copy to ehsure correct collection reference my 
telegram 28/602, Companies like keep copy. ]

1906
Time :



I AT! )ecode.
TELEGRAM.

Colonial Secretary.From

Administrative Officer.To

Despatched . 19 58 Time : 1545 •

Received 19 Time :

Your 59/60%NO. 50* Whaling reports. Form has

Secretary.

P/L:FH

lA (
not "been changed.

28th February,

Original filed in D//4/5O/II 
Copy filed in D/1 0/47/a/H.



IA if.
Decode.

TELEGRAM

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Received : 6.3*58. Time : 0900.Time:

nu.
Report on 1956/57 Whaling Season South Georgia. When may it

he expected.

GTC:FH

Your telegram of 1957®

Secretary of State.

3®

NO. 20.

58® 1645 •Despatched: 5.

NT.



IAS.
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

222. From Administrative. ..Officer,.

Colonial Secretary,To...

Despatched: Time-. 2103*79 58

7958 Time : 0900.Deceived : 14th March,

76/609, Grateful information how many copies my Annual

Whaling Report do you require.

Admini st rat ive•

cd> HL.
P/L:FH

13th March,



GOVERN ME

SENT

Office of Origin WordsNumber Handed in at

To

D3F /./CMUM o

RO. 66 Youi"' yG/CG') stop '.■/119.11 Report stop . 1 vc co ‘ics o i-

• ...c c

Time js/

1%
Date

. .D- .IRO..JS

FALKLAND ISLANDS „

6eci‘oan/ a.7 Otzite one fa? ^Gcrctr Mat.

3» r;8»



H?
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
.Colonial. Secretary.,From

To Administrative Officer.

<
Despatched: 79 58 Time : 1 025 •

Received: 19 Time :

Sec retary•

P/L:FH
Underlined in G.T.C.

Following from Denton Thompson for Matthew.
. How are

15th March,

at KW

NO. 68, .— ‘ w ~ _ D.
S. of S. is pressing hard for T956/I957 Whaling Report.
you progressing with it. Matter is now very important as we are 
expecting critigism of South Georgia insuection and will probably 
have to appoint inspectors to each of the stations next year.



I 10
Decode.

TELEGRAM S E N T.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: 15. 3. 58. Time : TimeReceived:1030.

lcIU. Your telegram No. 20.NO., U2. Whaling Report South Georgia.
Original 1956/1957 report has gone astray and has had to be

It should be completedrewritten by present Administrative Officer.
by first mail opportunity from South Georgia to Stanley which will be
early April.

GOVERNOR.

P/L:FH

8^ J.'V3?



F iqqDecode.

1Z1- From 

To Colonial Secretary.

Despatched: Time: 2100.19 58

Received: 19 58 Time : 091 5 •

Your telegram No.

r
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER.

TELEGRAM.

P/L:FH
Underlined in G.T.C.

that committee.
operation of Ringdal and Butler.

IO 
1956/57.

Remainder of your telegram, if we have to do this then
1 feel strongly that’ it should be done thoroughly for 1 year and have
2 Inspectors each Station and see if there is any noticeable difference 
there would be grounds for reversion to 1 for all South Georgia e.g. 
Bonner.

18th March,

.Administrative. Off icer,

19th March,

68. Annual Whaling Report 
It will

A A
^14^

83/609.
Reconstituted report will be ready in few days.

lack certain biological data which has been available since June 1957
because all Whaling Companies send copies of "Daily Whaling Return" to

I have reconstructed Husvik information with kind co-All Husvik papers are in Norway.
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MAGISTRATE’S OFFICE,

KING EDWARD COVE,

19

St CajlJI^

/VKM'
Cd

3 ■ /Ktlvl~ (r>

fl*-**

/

r-/VI

J|- fLw- 9

j^_ <JLl j^iX ty^K

-ft.
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»
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ltvo{ W-tzCl *<*-«

SOUTH GEORGIA.

tUx. fft

IAA '^lZK

i^jCc* c/\ 3 (a^

V-LjuLv^

i r<ic C'

No

(It is requested that, in any 
reference to this letter, the 
above Number and the date 
may be quoted).



rf<>2

Sir,

a

The South Georgia Go: Ltd:

Tohsbergs Hvalfangeri,S.A.

3*

n hti

h H it ii it

n itti it it

it tt

ii tt

2
3
4<

ton.
it

Leith Harbour
Manager, Mr L.Bjelland.

Husvik,
Manager,Mr F.Pingdal.

Compania Argentina De Pesca,S.A. Grytviken,
Manager Mr K.S.Pierce Butler.

I have the honour to submit a report 
on the 1956/57 whaling season at South Georgia as ~~ 
instructed by you.

601/19
King Edward Point, 
South Georgia. 
21st March,1958.

Each had 7 catchers working throughout the season 
as in other years since 1947/48. Pesca had 5 converted 
corvette whale catchers chartered from a Japanese 
firm in place of their obsolete vessels. With the 
help of these Pesca was able to beat the other stations 
in catch,oil output and meat and bone meal production 
for the first time for many years.

..£90 a metric

..£82 a

..£61 a

..£50 a

..£63 a

4. Husvik experimented very 
successfully with the use of anti-biotics to delay 
putrefaction of whale carcasses. It was put into

Sperm oil
Meat and bone meals ...••£59 a

The total value of the production is estimated at 
£2,946,461,of which £2,055,728, represents oil and 
£890733 represents meat and bone meals.

The prices ruling at the end of
March,1957>for whale products were approximately as 
follows :-

Whale oil no: 1
it

2, The season opened on the 1st 
October, 1956, and closed on the 31st March as in the 
previous 2 years. The same three Companies were 
granted licences. They were



2.

5.

6. Other relevant statistics
are as follows
(a) Total production figures

Company < whales

102.49 5895747709958

64132100.4513301095

48485 49850102.0110151

3068 147524 172939 +

+ = hags of 100 kilos or 17293 metric tons.

South Georgia
Co:

Comp: Arg: 
De Pesca.

Tonsberg 
Hvalfange:

11
It
11
It

Meat & 
bone meal 
productior

Oil 
produced

1952/53 1953/54 1954/55 1956/56 
1956/57

Av: barrels 
__ per bonus 

(in barrels) whales

Oil production during the last 
5 years has been as follows :- 

120003 barrels 
184836 180766 172363 147524

carcasses immediately after they were brought alongside v 
the catchers taking them* The results were
(a) Less losses during towing because fresher carcasses 

are less: liable to disintegrate and,in particular, 
lo^se their tails by which they are towed.

(b) Following from (a),reduced towing time.
(c) Greater quantity of higher grade oil and meat meal. 
Pesca installed a new meat meal plant (De Laval 
desludgers) with the result that their meat meal 
production was increased from an average pf 9*6 tons
to 12.5 tons per bonus whale. The South Georgia Company 
tried out a new type of meal dryer (Atritor) which 
was not successful and a new type of gluewater 
evaporator with very good results.



Month SpermBlue Fin totalSei

2

8.

(b) Monthly catch and produation figures

Copies of the statistics furnished 
by each company are attached*

Administrative Officer, South Georgia.

. A

October 
November 
December 
January 
Febuary
March 
Total

2
1
1
1
7

17
12
20
19
16
84

4
101
26$
594
964

344 
373 
462 
560 
624 
705 

3068

14451
23248
25648
29244
28026
26907
147524

342
356
447
438
336
94

2013

I have the honour to he, 
Siriji

your obedient servant,

To The Honourable, 
The Colonial Secretary, Port Stanley, Falkland Islands.

oil produced 
(in barrels)

7. Statistics of South Georgia 
whaling in very considerable detail appear in the 1957 
"Whaling. Statistics" covering the period 1919 SO 1955* 
The publishers are Grondahl and Son,Oslo.



FALKLAND ISLANDS
WHALING SEASON,. 1956/57 South Georgia.

HUBVIK HARBOURFACTORY COMPANY  TONSBERGS HVALFANGERI A*S*
Whales. H’back.Blue. Fin. Sperm. SX3S& SEI Total.

September

October 132
132

November 92 1 93
December 140  5 147... 
January 130 13 41 185

123February 5 82 210

March 42 9 197 248 
April 

 

May 
.... 

6593 33Total 320 1015

OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

Blubber Oil. Press Oil.
Sperm Oil. Sperm. Total.

Quajlities. No. I. No. 2. No. I. No. 2. No. 3. No. 4.
 I

4760
6650

7848

December
I

January 8899

February - 9455

March
 

April

May -

48485Total

49850Baleen tons Guano

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

Name of Catcher. SEI Total.Blue. Fin. Sperm.

135Busen 1 1 90 37
tt

11 1

 1

e-

 
M anager.

the end of the season.that this form should be properly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer atIt is important

3
4

2
1

115
136

169
216

i

3
5
7

47
75

Estimated value of Oil 1664240 Baleen £ Guano £ 249250
I solemnly declare that the foregoing particulars are to the best of my knowledge accurate.

58
50....
52 

 1

179
146
159  

9

5
6
7

10
Total

.

I
118

91..... 1
100

8

H'Back.
-------- 1'

I 

September-
^pctober

November

(1O2#O17 barrels 
per bomiis whale)

9873

Bags (100 kilos)

I
7
7
4



FALKLAND ISLANDS
WHALING SEASON, 1956/57 South Georgia.

GRYTVIKENshore . STATION­ FACTORY COMPANY COMPANIA ARGENTINA.DE.PESCA^S.  A#

Whales. Fin.Blue. H’back. W SEISperm. Total.
September

October 120
120

November 144 12 156
December 159 4 163 

168January 3 29 200

February 97 8 109 214
March 2041 32 5 242

April
 

May

Total 1 720 34232 1095

OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

Blubber Oil. Press Oil.
Sperm Oil. Spfrm. Total.

Qualities. No. I. No. 2. No. I. No. 2. No. 3. No. 4.
4

September -
5076402 1723622 880

1389 1035November 86584204375377
December 9350392767 2930725090
January 98161207705134 22911501
February - 95825437

88482884March

April

May -
8844 1639 51330157927544Total

64132Baleen 3«684 Guano Bagstons

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

Sperm. OffiX SEIFin. Total.Name of Catcher.

1
11

tt”b.
ti11

11it

342327201

 
M anager.

£ It is important

■4

1710
334

116
115

360
287

1959
5228

11
1

10
4
2
3
1

Otori Maru 6
II

442 Guano £322080
to the best of my knowledge accurate.

K.S. PIERCE BUTLER.

; 11724

7
10
11
12

G .A. Larsen
Foca (Buoy Boat)

Total

40 
58

100
29 
56
57
x2„

that this form should be properly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer at the end of the season.

Estimated value of Oil £702786 Baleen £
I solemnly declare that the foregoing particulars are

-■ .................

i H’Back. i Blue, i 
.I.

173 
183

142
170
174

3.
1095 

(Average 100.4 barre- -18 per bonus 
whale)

122
123
140 L
109
112
114

.i. 
iI

October



FALKLAND ISLANDS
WHALING SEASON, 1956/57 South Georgia.

COMPANY South Georgia.Co: Ltd:  FACTORY . LEITH HARBOUR.

H’back.Fin.Blue.Whales. &XSSEK SEI Total.

October 902 92

■120November 4
 

121+
11+8December 3 1 152
11+0

 
1+ 31January 175

116February 1 6 77 200

20March 2 193 215

April

May

631+Total 3 95819 302

OIL PRODUCTION (Shewn in number of barrels).

Blubber Oil. Press Oil.
Sperm Oil. Sperm. Total.

No. 1. No. 3. No. 4.No. 2. No. 1. No. 2.Qualities.

I  
1+6155701+010 35 135

16519805730 95 791+0

December 2810 185 81+505350 125

6150January 3100 9555120 295

6025 11+0 951+53085 80February -

7601+1166393 1015March
 ■ 

April

May -

631 860 4770933658Total

GuanonilBaleen tons

WHALES CAUGHT PER CATCHER.

Sperm. XXkxx- sei Total.Fin.Blue.Name of Catcher.

8
.... 

ti Joker
ti

 ...
....... ii

Solvra» 
ti Sorsra  ...

958302193Total

M anager.

I

Gambler
Foster

l

631+

3
2

3
3 

X

31069
69195

161+
156
17.2
159
11+6
153

8 

Southern Jester
” Guider

105 
93
117
105
110
89
5

51
63
52
52
33
1+8
3

Sperm. 
_______ .

....... 3
(Buoy Bt)

! 12560
i

I H Back. 'I______ Ii i

Bags of 45 kilos 
u ti 65 it

It is important that this form should be properly filled in and returned to the Whaling Officer at the end of the season.

i September -

October 

November

Estimated value of Oil £688702 Baleen £ nil Guano £319403

I solemnly declare that the foregoing particulars are to the best of my knowledge accurate.

Solubles £74715  Sperm Teeth £35Meat extract £2847.

.i.II

September 



d/V 50/11

SAVING TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the. Government of the Falkland Islands.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies.To:

Report on the

GGVakhvh

JB/MC . 2

F. I. ref:
C. 0. ref:

1358.Date: 25th April.

JI
if.ph-

7**v

No^M.* SA V ING. pEPGL-DBiTGI^S

<9^ LLy telegram Rs*G2 of 15ta /.arch- 195o<
19L>Q/j7 Jhaxinf: Season at South Georgia*

- . Five copies are f-.-r\. j.i-t•. <1 1 ierev;i th<•



10Decode.
TELEGRAM.

No Jt3- From .W.e.ll.s.,. London, 

To .Oo.l.o.ni.a.l....s.e.cr.e.tar.yA

Despatched : 7^58 Time: 1731.13th August,

Received: 19 Time: 0900.1/|th August.

RB87/58- Fo 1 low ing frorn Mat the w begins:-

WELLS.

H
P/L:FH

LI

I
*

. { 2V"

1957/58 Whaling Report and Appendices despatched to you. 
Do you v/ish gunners individual Whale Reports sent you or 
shall I deposit at NAm INST Oceanography? Ends.



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT

Words DateOffice of Origin Handed in atNumber

18.8.58.
To

CROWN LONOOrl. ’ten

For ’.Tells your RB87/58 please ask Eat hew deposit gynnetfs

reports Nat Inst Oceanography.

SECRRTARY.

YV\_C.Time ,JR/EH

a zc

J



a

iu SekCq*

s.

Yours sincerely,

ZTZ<k

V
/

sc.

To S.Trees,Esq: 
Port Stanley.

St: Swithun’s Gate,
Kingsgate Road,
Winchester,
Hants.
9th August,1958*

K. XU*-^

a

I am sending herewith the annual 
Whaling Report for 1957-58/^ I wrote it on the way home 
in the Southern Opal but have had delays in getting Pesca 
biological information corrected. Pesca have not sent 
more than 2 forms of statistical information signed by 
the Manager. However since all the information is 
contained in my report and appendices I dont think that 
matters.

There is a figure missing from para 6. 
Had I known that I could not get it here I would have 
omitted the reference ’. However I wills send it to you 
from South Georgia on my return if you have not already obtained it from Ian Nesbitt.

I would hawever be grateful if yoji 
would be good enough to complete the statistics in 
Appendix E. You will recall that my file with all (I) my 
reports for 15 years is or was unaccountably missing, 
according to Bob Spivey,in Port Stanley I understand.



25th April, 1958*

Sir,

(2) Companies Operating

(3) Catchers

These

(4) Asdic

King Edward’s Point, 
South Georgia,

Falkland Islands Dependency.

Pesaa
Notable innovations at

I have the honour to submit a report on the 1957/5$ whaling season 
at South Georgia.

The following Companies applied for and were granted licences for the 
season, which began on the 1st October and closed on the 31st March;-
(a) South Georgia Company Ltd., Leith Harbour, Manager Mr. H.C. Jensen, until 
his sudden death on the 2nd March, then Mr. S. Akseth.
(b) Compania Argentina de Pesca, S.A., Grytviken, Manager Mr. K.S. Pierce Butler. 
Tonsbergs Hvalfangeri did not apply for Licences. The reason is understood to 
be that the Company had obtained a series of charters for its tanker "Teie" soon 
after the Suez crisis, on terms so favourable that a profit not inferior to that of 
a season’s whaling- from Husvik was obtained without the attendant risks involved
in the latter.

On the
one hand, if a whale is contacted by Asdic in reasonable weather it can be 
followed and shot. On the other, the sensitive ear of the whale hears the 
Asdic transmission, and there is nothing like Asdic for scattering a concentration 
of whales, according to Gunners with experience of it. Since there is thought 
to be practically no population of resident catchable shales around South Georgia 
any longer, the objection is not so serious as it sounds. Nevertheless, 
expert advice on the general use of Asdic by the twenty-one catchers normally 
licenced to operate from South Georgia Land Stations each season would, I submit,

Those of the South Georgia Company’s ’’Ice” catchers, which were operating 
from Leith Harbour when not with their Floating Factories, had Asdic fitted.
Asdic may be fitted to the five Ryan owned motor catchers this winter.
Considerable controversy has arisen in South Georgia on this subject.

The South Georgia Company was granted licences for thirteen catchers 
of which only nine operated from Leith Harbour during the Pelagic Season, 
had twelve catchers operating throughout the season. 
South Georgia were the five new Diesel catchers that Pesca had on charter, 
have a maximum speed of about 16.5 knots and a range very far in excess of that of 
steam catchers. They were built in Holland, are registered in Panama, and 
belong to Mr. Alfredo Ryan’s Compania Rosina de Panama. It is said on the best 
authority in South Georgia that Mr. Ryan has chartered these catchers to Pesca for 
the equivalent of £50,000 each a season for five years, after which they are to be 
returned to the owning Company "in the condition in which they were received".



(6) Radar

(7) Antibiotics
The Husvik experiment in the use of antibiotics for retarding the 

putrifaction in whale, careases was repeated this year with good results by both 
stations.

(8) Shore Stations
Ashore, two main changes worth recording have occurred since 1956/57* 

At Leith, a meat extract plant for making use of the Blood Liquor has been 
installed, and is expected to begin working next season. At the present time,

be worth obtaining. If responsible scientific advisers are prepared to give 
an assurance that the general use of Asdic in the form presently available 
commercially is unlikely to have an adverse effect on the number of whales passing 
South Georgia on the annual migrations, it would be reassuring both to the 
industry and to the Government for the revenue that is derived from it.
Gunners seem to be of the opinion generally that whales returning to South Georgia 
waters from neighbouring areas where Floating Factories are working with Asdic 
fitted catchers, appear to be wary and easily scared.

(b) "Pool" bonus system
For the first time at South Georgia a pool bonus system has been in 

operation for Gunners and catcher crews. Pesca operated it. The system is
that all catcher bonus earned is shared instead of earned by each catcher Gunner 
and crew separately. Under this system, no-one loses financially by towing 
someone else’s whale, so it has been possible for the faster catchers to remain 
on the whaling grounds longer than if they had had to do much of the towing of 
their own whales. Also Gunners who have found concentrations of whales have 
not been unwilling to call up other Gunners before beginning to shoot, instead 
of after as is common under individual bonus system. Mr. Butler, who introduced 
the system, claims that it has increased his Company’s production by about 15,000 
barrels of oil, and saved between 2,000 and 3,000 tons of fuel oil. However, 
Pesca has only beaten Leith on production results, not on total catch of whales 
per catcher-day, so the system has not entirely vindicated itself yet.

All catchers now have Radar, which increases their safety at sea off 
South Georgia’s very inadequately charted coast. (l understand from Commander 
Chaplin, whose name appears on the present charts of South Georgia, that no 
hydrographic work beyond a few days’ skethhing has been done on the whole length 
of the rock-strewn south-west coast of the island since the Russian expedition 
of 1819 (Bellingshausen)). Radar also contributes to decreasing Post-Mortem 
time, which, in these days when whales are frequently caught at a distance of 
200 miles from the island, is important® Pesca’s average post-mortem time 
for the season was 3$. hour^fjjer whale. At Leith, where Post-Mortem time in 
December was frequently over 70 hours, and where seven Sperm were kept unworked 
for no less than 280 hours each, the season’s average was approximately 36.5 hours®
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(9) World Market Prices

(10) Weather

gales, so the catch that month was poor.

(11) Blue Whales

(12) Other Protected Whales.

At the end of March, world market prices for the principal whale 
products were as follows

were being achieved.
from the island this year.
National Institute of Oceanography has plotted and published the information 
available in the appendices to this report.
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£81

Meat Extract is worth about £800 a ton.
The Pesca blubber cookery was re-built, and that station 
25 Fin or 30 sei whales a day for several days.

In order to estimate numbers of Right Whales, I have asked a good many 
Gunners how many they estimate would be taken if permission were to be granted 
for the unrestricted taking of Right Whales for one season, 
fairly generally that a 
100, which guess gives at least some indication of numbers, 
were so common, are said to be much scarcer than Right Whales.

They seem to agree 
first season would yield a total catch of rather less than

Humpbacks, which

It looks and tastes like Bovril.
can now handle up to

E4'

A comparison of catch figures for the last 40 years shows that the Blue 
whale which once figured substantially is now a negligible quantity in the results. 
I submit that His Excellency may wish to bring this to the attention of the 
Secretaiy of State for the Colonies, if this has not been done in recent years, 
with a view to enquiries as to what steps the International Whaling Convention is 
taking to give further protection to the Blue Whale. The only thing that I can 
suggest is that if the Blue Whale were to be given complete protection under our 
Whaling Ordinance, it would have the effect of creating a small sanctuary of about 
160,000 square miles for it round South Georgia. At the present time, none but 
South Georgia based catchers catch within 220 miles or so of South Georgia.
This, of course, would have a negligible effect on the South Georgia whaling industry. 
Another argument in it s favour is that it would be a gesture, and it would-be much 
more than a gesture, in the right direction by the British. An argument against 
it would be that it would not prevent a pelagic expedition taking Blue Whales 
around South Georgia outside territorial waters, but since there are extremely few, 

Mt that argument is^more than hypothetical at the present time.

During October, the weather amounted to an almost continuous series of 
However, the weather eventually 

improved, and the quantity of whales increased until in December excellent results 
The catch generally is said to hafe been further than ever 

Precise information will only be available when the

per metric ton 
ti 

it 
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Sperm Oil 
Meat & Bone Meal... £54



(14) Conclusion

(a)

1 Bonus Whale is

etc.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

To:

(13) The total value of the season’s production is estimated at 
£35293)517, of which £2,152,953 represents oil, and £1,140,564 represents other 
products.

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,

Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands.

11 
a
11
ti

n
it
it
11

(b)
(c)

- 4 -

Administrative Officer, 
South Georgia.

The results are regarded generally as satisfactory, and Tonsbergs 
Hvalfangeri has indicated its intention to fish again next season from Husvik. 
Tables, together with copies of statistics furnished by the Companies are attached. 
They comprise as usual:-

Manager’s report of types of whales taken by months, together with production 
results and individual catcher results.
Daily Whaling Report.
Gunners individual whale reports.

75 ft-
110
110
200
120

of Blue Whale 
Fin Whale 
Sperm Whale 
Sei Whale 
Humpback Whale

The term Bonus Whale (or Calculated Whale) is commonly used for 
comparative purposes in place of ’’Standard Whale” or Blue Whale Unit. The latter 
is based on type of whale, the former on a certain footage of type of whale as 
follows:-
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APPENDIX A

TABLE OF MONTHSCATCH BY

BLUE SEI

1
it 2 20

28
2 390

H 1 64 494
6Total 2,214 224 9121

•i

.1

•

I
I

394
221

FIN
192
497
886

SPERM
19
17

13
79
80

TOTAL 
207
479
9O8
439
692
639

October 1997
November “------
December
January 199$
February ”
March
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3,4
APPENDIX B

OIL PRODUCTION ANALYSIS

SOUTH GEORGIA CO. COMPANIA ARGENTINA DE PESCA
Bonus Whales Bonus Whales Bargejs ofMonth

93.21Oct
Nov. 112.97

272.75Dec.
Jan.
Feb.
March

760.90 898.91Total 94,0551

•>

T

j

Barrels of
Oil

77,430 
________

97.71
99164

“86776

65 <>64
133.40

271.37
150.46
161.93
108.97

5,575 
13,250 

'257310 
“11,595 
H7270 

10,430

95.73
92.79

118166

Average 
Barrels 
per B/W

44.56

Average 
Barrels 
per B/w 
"84.93 4,154

12,113
28,881 
16,036 
19,909 
12,962

107.22
106.42'

106.57
122.94
118.95

104.63

113.10
122.17
{101^76



7

7 APPENDIX C

Total WhalesCompany

1,515 101.7677,430 8,931
1,841 104.694,055 11,352.6
3,356 161,485Totals 20,283.6

■

;}

South Georgia Co.
C. Argentina de

Pesca

Oil produced 
(in barrels)

>

Av. barrels 
oil per bonus 

whale

■

Meat & Bone 
meal (in metric 

tons)

TOTAL PRODUCTION FIGURES, 1957/58 SEASON



APPENDIX D

Division by sex of whales taken 1957-58

I II III IV V VI VII
   

50

Fin
57$ 21.5 %

Sei
35.4 %

A PPENDIX E
)

Comparison of the last five seasons’ production

Season Total Whales

Species. Total 
catch.

Oil produced 
( in barrels )

Number 
found

Meat & Bone meals 
produced ( in metric 
tons)____

1953- 54
1954- 55
1955- 56
1956- 57
1957- 58

3654 
3266 
3001 
3068 
3356

184836
180766
172363
147524
161485

16661*6 
17073^4 
12U31& 
17293.9 
20283.6

nil 
156' 
II6 
.272 
III 

77 
188

___ 6
1027 
1187 
2214 

’ 379
533912
104
120
224

3
583
679

1262
234
296
530

444
508
952
147
237382
104
120
224 nil 

a %

58,1 %

Blue___ &
S. G. Co" 
Pesca 
Total 
S. G. Co 
Pesca Total 
S.G. Co 

Sperm pesca
Total

Males. Females. $ of Number VI
females found as
to total pregnant of IV
.cat ch  
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Decode.

TELEGRAM.
From Administrative, officer, south. Georgia

Colonial SecretaryTo

Despatched. Z>th October 79 58 'I'ime : 1800

6th OctoberReceived : 19 58 Time .09.1 5

No.221/609.

P/L: IM

1957/58 whaling report para 6 please insert 
Pescas average post mortem time thirty two hours eight minutes. 
For information I have now received back my file of reports up 
to that for season 1955/56,



GOVERNME

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT
W. A 3. LT*a

WordsOffice of Origin Handed In atNumber

6. 10a $a.
To

i 0'• 'ORGIA (pep a/c)

srcrptary.

- iTime

9_2JL__
— ■ Date

-i-3/144

/

V

• Your 221/b09 last sentence atop Prom whom was 
Vi ha ling Reports file received



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From ..ADMINIST^TrfE OFFICER, SOUTH GEORGIA

COLONIAL.. SECRETARYTo

Despatched . 19 58. Time : 18.20

19 58. 09.30Received : Time :

224/609. Your tela -241 • Mrs. Spivey London.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

(Intld) A. G. D. T

P/L:IM
JB

8. X. 58<

B. U. F.
(Intld)

7th October,
?th October,
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SAVING TELEGRAM.

To:

Date:
nSEKNDBTCIESe34 SAVING.No.

GOV IWR.

agdt/pt

F. I. ref:
C. 0. ref:

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.
The Secretary of State for the Colonies.
14 tii October, 1953

2. You will recall that the South Georgia Company and the
Compania Argentina de Pesca were granted additional catcher licences 
for 1957/1958, because the third cortpary (Tonsberg) decided not to 
operate that season* They intend to whale again this coming season 
and the usual number of catcher licences have been granted to each 
of the three companies this year*
5* Ytith regard to the use of asdic, I am of course aware that
there are two schools of thought and conflicting opinions on the 
matter (as indeed there are in the case of most innovations and new 
developments) and I have only agreed to issue licences to asdic fitted 
catchers on the understanding that the use of asdic may have to be 
banned in the future if it can be shown clearly that its use is 
detrimental to the South Georgia industry*

V\ V v-

South Georgia Whaling Report 1957/58 Season
- I enclose for your information five copies of the report
7 J $ of_South Georgia, on the 1957/1953^' 

whaling season*

4* I should be interested to sec any comments that the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries may have on the subject of Blue Whales* I should doubt whether the creation of a relatively small, sanctuary, 
which could only be safeguarded up to the three mile limit in the case 
of catchers other than those of South Georgia, would have very much 
effect* It may, however, he a point worth consideration by expert 
opinion*



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, SOUTH GEORGIA.From

COLONIAL.. SECRETARY.To

Despatched . 15th October, 79 58 . Time : 2115

16th October,Received: 19 5%. Time : 0915

237/613# I have only now seen your telegram 56/1950 in which9
you state that one copy my Whaling Report sent to International
Whaling Commission. If this is still so, do you wish me to rewrite

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER.

P/L;IM

3

1
-93 S.

1957/58 report ommiting some references which are not really for 
international consumption.
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March 1959,.

Your savingrain No. 54 Dependencies of 14th October 1958.
South Georgia Whaling Report 1957/53 Season.

SECER •

eX.-Xa.j 

c?

FST. 54/57/02
Yr. Ref .D/4/5 0/l I

In the circumstances, and the more so because of the present 
unsettled position in the field of whaling conservation, we feel that 
there would be little to be gained from introducing the kind of 
measure proposed by the Administrative Officer.”

c . 5 &* i

"We have discussed the Administrative officer’s suggestion with 
Dr. Laws of the National Institute of Oceanography. The important 
point is that, as whales pass South Georgia on their migratory route, 
any which catchers from South Georgia refrain from taking would be 
liable to be caught by the pelagic whaling fleets further south. From 
the conservation angle such a measure would not only be pointless but 
would be so clearly pointless that its value as a ’’gesture” would be 
lost. Moreover, the whaling stations would no doubt object, with some 
justification, to having a useless restriction imposed upon them; a 
blue whale is worth over £2,000 and, even although the number now takei 
is small, their total value is not inconsiderable.

e Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Officer Administering the Government FAIRLAND....ISLANDS.

„■ A?''' ~ ' (DEPENDENCIES)

. ... .... Saving

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Pood has considered 
the Administrator’s full and interesting report on the 1957/58 season 
and has the following comments to offer on paragraph 11 of the report 
which dealt with Blue Whales:- ---—

,-sv
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613King Edward. Point, 
South Georgia©
10th May,1959o

5*
pregnancy rate is the 
of the .'.haling Inspectors

2^2

8© This seems to he 
a conservancy point of view.

Sir,

3®

I have the honour to enclose herewith 
the annual whaling report for South ^eorgia for the 1958-59 
season wriTfen by Commanc[er’"TIughes,R.N.(retd:) © His report 
was completed on 1st April,the day on which he had to leave 
on board, the "Southern Opal" for Europe before he had had 
time to compare the final results of the three whaling 
stations©

The recodding of this increase in- 
only substantial positive achievement 

© It would be interesting to £now 
how these figures compare with pelagic expedition results9

Post mortem time has dropped from ar. 
average of over 30 hours last season to under 20 hours this 
season® ..hat catching there was,was nearer the Island© 
The average oil production per bonus whale has fallen from 
10U©6 barrels last year to 92©5 barrels this year© Smaller 
thinner whales were caught,which may indded be a sign of 
too much whaling in the Antarctic* But there is a general 
feeling here that the poor season is at least partly 
atributable to the edge of the pack ice having remained 
further South than usual and that whales have been away down 
there feeding instead of nearer here©

I would draw attention to appendix 
"0% The percentage of pregnant to unpregnant females 
caught has gone up from 21% to 30% for Fins and from 35% to 
ij-0% for Seis by comparison with 1957,/58© This seems to be a 
very high figure from

2© Probably the most interesting 
thing in the report is that for the first time since 
Southern whaling began (other than old time Right 7/haling) 
there is little difference between the estimated value of 
the oil production and of the total value of the other 
products. They are only estimates of course,but they are 
not far out. The production of meat extract and frozen 
meat for the first time this year here and. research into 
suitable gelatines for marketing to the film and other 
industries are all new lines of development
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(d)

Co)

bearing in mind the different latitudes and positions 
in which they have operated©

2o

To The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,
Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands©

8O The Gunnerb’ individual whale 
reports have been sent direct to the National Institute 
of Oceanography ,'.7ormley,as last year.

I have the honour to be, 
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

7 o The biological and other informatic 
previously available only from the Daily Whaling Returns 
is now included in the './haling Inspectors’ Log Books© 
Therefore the Companies’ returns have been revised after 
consultation with Dr Laws of the National Institute of 
Oceanography with the result that

No information previously included in this report and • 
appendices is excluded
Some information previously not given is included in 
the 0ompanies’ returns ©
Obsolete spaces for recording "Blubber" and ’’Press" oiJ 
"Sperm oil" ano. "Sperm" separately and Humpbacks have 
been dropped and space specifically for Sei has 
been included©

Administrative Officer, 
South Georgia.

6o The incidence of "Short" whales 
has increased from 59 out of a total catch of 335$ last 
year to 52 out of 250U this year : in other words from 
1 oU-6 /i to 2©0 % v This increase means that where theye 
might have been a kink in a steel measuring tape on border 
line cases on dark and stormy nights in the past,the 
kinks have been straightened by the Inspectors. In fact 
the season has proved conclusively what was thought to be 
the case,namely that Inspectors are superfluous at 
South Georgia for reporting and preventing infractions 
of the law and the Convention other than the very small 
one mentioned aboveo The sooner that their services can 
be dispensed with the better,
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(3)

heather*

South Georgia, 
Falkland Islands Dependency* 
1st April,1959*

in maintenance* 
its use*

Sir,

I have the honour to submit a report 
on the 1958/59 whaling season at South Georgia#

1„ Companies operatinge
The following 3 Companies applied for and were granted 
licences fox' the season,which began on 1st October, 1958 and 
ended on J1st March, 1959
(1)
(2)

3° AsdicoControversy on the advantage?
oi' otherwise of using Asdic remains acute* South Georgia 
Co: used it until departure of ’’Southern Harvester” on 17th 
December with their Asdic catchers* Pesca had it fitted to 
their motor catchers last winter and used it this season,but 
only to a limited extent,as defects occured which could 
not be made good until arrival of a German expert to assist 

Moreover the Gunners had not been trained in 
T^nsberg Hval catchers have not been fitted and they 

argue that the use of Asdic by the other 2 Companies is 
responsible for scaring and scattering the whales and 
consequently bad results*

After discussing it with many of the 
Gunners,! am of the opinion that it would benefit South 
Georgia whaling generally if Asdic was done away with 
altogether,but the individual catcher fitted with Asdic 
gets better results than one without*

2* leather* The weather was the 
worst that anyone can remember* Up to Febuary there were 
continuous high winds,frequently reaching gale force,and 
an unusual amount of fog*

Uo Pool bonus system* This has been 
operated by South Georgia Co: and Pesca Companies throughout 
the season,but T^nsberg,after trying it for a short period in 
the middle of the season,gave it up at the request of the 
catcher crews*

O •

South Georgia Co: Ltd:,Leith Harbour,Manager Mr S.Akseth*
Compania Argentina De Pesca,S.A. Grytviken,Manager
Mr FoPingdalo
T0nsbergs Hvalfangeri,Husvik,Managex* Mr NoOlsen*

Each Company operated 7 Catchers,including a towing boat*
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Market Prices are not known in South

Value of the season*s production is

o

10.
9

Conclusion

■ !

Inspectors were introduced for the 
first time this season at each of the 3 shore stations

2©

Successful experiments were carried 
out by Tonsberg Hval with a gas-filled harpoon,which 
does not break up inside the whale,and could be producer 
in quantity more cheaply than the present type©

poor one©
the island^and whales were nearer than last season. Two 
sweeps were made by one catcher from each station to 
Southward of the island in search of whales,but none were 
seen©

7o Shore Stations©
The meat extract plant for making use of blood 

About

11 o Conclusion The season was a very 
Catches were mostly made to/bhe North and East of

(1) Leith© 
liquor was working this season with good results© 
50 lbs of Ambergris were recovered©

(2) Pesca erected 2 new 2000 ton storage tanks and a large 
new guano storage shed and an Asdic and electrical 
workshop ©

(3) Ttosberg Hval erected a large Deep Freeze plant and 
cold storage for 2,500 tons of whale meat© This was 
completed by the middle of January,earlier than 
anticipated owing to the shortage of whales,and over 
1000 tons is now stored awaiting a ship with refrigerate 
-ing plant to deliver it to Pet Foods Ltd: in U.K. 
(Calpean Star was to have done this)© A glue water 
evaporating plant,which dries the redidue from the 
cooking boilers after the oil has been separated,
was erected®

5© Radar© All catchers have radar, 
which assists them greatly in navigation,especially as 
the coast is still very inadequately charted, and there has 
been an unusual amount of fog this season.

6© Antibiotic. This now supplied to 
and used by all catchers© Its use has given good results, 
especially where Post Mortem time is important,as 
at Husvik for frozen meat©

8©
Georgia at the time of writing except that grade 1 oil has 
recently been sold at £72.10© a ton. The South Georgia 
Co: has a contract for meat extract at £80 per ton©

I.
estimated at £2,204,428 of which £1,199,595 represents oil 
and £1,004,833 represents other whale products
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of statistics furnished by

Signed
o

!

!

H.M.HUGHES,
Senior Whaling Inspector0

3o
The Blue Whale seems to have completely disappeared 
from these waters,only one "Short" being caught. The Fin 
whale is scarcer,and very few were seen after the first 
week in Januaryo There was again ai^increase in the number 
of Right Whales seen and on 25th January one came right into 
Husvik Harboufco

-° SSMtS^cretary,
Port Stanley, 
Falkland Islands

12o Copies 
the Companies are attachedo
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.ACTUAL whales STANDARD whales PRODUCTION PRODUCTION PER ST: WHALE
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APPENDIX 4Dtr

OIL PRODUCTION (no: of barrels)SEASON TOTAL WHALES

TABLE OF COMPARATIVE CATCH AND PRODUCTION : 1=054-59
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SAVING TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

To: The Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Date: 19th August, 1959*

28.No. SAVING. DEPENDENCIES.

South Georgia ’/dialing Report 1958/59 Season.

OFFICER iiDI.IIITESTERPIG THE GOVERNL1ENT.

DRLl/lM

F. I. ref: D/V50/11

C. 0. ref:

I enclose for information five copies of the report on the 1958/59 
whaling season at South Georgia.

A
&



Your referenc<Colonial Office Reference

, I enclose, for youref—the-1

SECER

SubjectOriginator and date

(E708) W1 53621-7557 10m 1/58 V.8. Gp 791

information, 
rn n*;i dp ratioxi a copy of the paper noted below.

c.o. i

despatch
sa-vingram-Np 

y°ur telegram

IF©m She Secretory of State for the Colonies.
T© the ©ffiser Administering the Government of

No2 3 NOV O
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SECER.

4—

I enclose copies of letters from the National Institute 
of Oceanography and the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food in which they comment on the above report.

Your savingram No. 28 Dependencies of 19th August.
South Georgia Whaling Report 1958/59 Season.

■3^6
2^

FST.54/57/02
Your Ref.(D/4/50/11)

$ &

a ng
From the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
To the Officer Administering the Gjo-yerrrmeQt of. lffiL®ISMNDS.
D t £ j 020 1SS9 ' s^(^SNnSNCIES)

...V3 S£c '?55' /

p,o.; g.g

H'lU.
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20th November 1959
Dear Whitefield,

sincerely,Yours

(Sgd) H.E. Cox
H.E. COX

FGB 147 6B
FST 54/57/102

G.H. Whitefield Esq., 
Colonial Office,

Great Smith Street 
Londob S.W. 1.

This point has been raised by 
He may also

10 Whitehall Place
London, S.W. 1.

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
FIDHERIES AND FOOD.

We are grateful, however, for the opportunity of seeing 
the reports.

Mackintosh of the N.1.0. has already commented in his 
letter of 13th November to Hall, on the pregnancy ratios in the 
South Georgia and pelagic catches.
the Administrative Officer in para, 3 of* his report.
have expected some repercussions from the last part of para. 6 
but we feel in the circumstances that it would be wiser to refrain 
from comment.

You sent us on 26th October copies of the report of the 
Administrative Officer and Senior Whaling Inspector, South Georgia, 
on the whaling operations in the Falkland Islands Dependencies 
in the 1958/59 season.



COPY

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF OCEANOGRAPHY

13th November 1959

significant.
Thus we could not

(c)
We

The ratio will

(e)

It
I

Wormley, Nr. Godaiming, 
Surrey,

H.P. Hall Esq., 
Colonial Office 
The Church House 
Great Smith Street, 
LONDON, S.W.l.

Dear Hall,

(a) If the inspectors took a hand in recording pregnancies 
they may, for all we know, have done the work more thoroughly and for this 
reason found more foetuses. Thus we cannot be sure that the increased 
ratio is real.

(b) If it is a

I do not think we can at present make a valid comparison 
with the ratio of pregnancies at S. Georgia and the pelagic catches, 
find a higher percentage pregnant in the pelagic catches, but this is based 
on adult females which must be distinguished from the immature.
of course appear to be lower if it is the percentage pregnant among all females

real increase it is not necessarily 
Exceptional conditions in this season may have led to an 

unusual, distribution of pregnant and non pregnant whales.
be sure that there was a real increase in the ratio in the local population 
as a whole.

I do not think we can attach very much significance at the 
present stage to the apparent increase in the pregnancy ratio noted in 
para. 4, though it is a point that is certainly worth Watching.

In our telephone conversation this morning I mentioned an 
enquiry from the IAAFF about para.5 of the recent report on the whaling 
season of 1958-59 at South Georgia. This raised the question of a 
comparison between pregnancy ratios at South Georgia and in pelagic catches. 
It occurs to me now that the question of local pregnancy ratios is worth a 
little more comment, apart from comparison with pelagic catches, so perhaps 
it is appropriate to write to you, and I will send a copy of this letter to 
the MAPF.

The S. Georgia whalers probably sample the population 
rather differently from the pelagic whalers, and we should not expect the 
composition of the catches as a rule to be quite the same. It would be 
difficult also to make any calculated allowances for the different 
operational conditions. All the same the existence of a difference in the 
composition of the catcher may be instructive.

(d) Any such ratios are liable to fluctuate from season to 
season, and we therefore look for trends over several seasons. If the 
pregnancy ratio, calculated in the same way, is up again next season, then it 
would be more suggestive.
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Yours sincerely,

(Sgd) W.A. Mackintosh

AO O-dL P

j

u

' U’ ■

A

It is true that one prefers the burden of taxation of the stock to 
fall rather on the resting than on the pregnant whales. On the other hand 
we have some reason to think that populations of whales may increase the 
frequencies of pregnancy, possibly as an indirect reaction to reduction through 
being hunted.

Apart from this I do not think there is anything in the report which 
I need specially comment on, though such reports contain items of information 
which we very much like to have in our records.



12th April I960.

Sir,
Whaling Report, Season 1959/60

The final figures for oil production are as follows

26150 - £307836Husvik
^0500 - £h-59969Grytviken

Value
Leith

Barrels

1 8APR I960

31023 - £371228
97673 £1139033

I have the honour to submit Whaling Report for the 
season 1959/60 together with Company reports, Whaling 
Inspectors1 and Senior Whaling Inspector’s reports.

As the ’’John Biscoe” is expected to call here on 
the 15th May I thought it best to get the company reports 
out on that mail rather than wait until June, and trust 
that this meets with your approval.

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, 
Port Stanley, 
Falkland Islands.

It is regretted that my isport is not as detailed 
as I would wish but it had to be compiled in between 
shipping and customs duties at Leith Harbour. 1 have 
confined the report to the commercial aspects of the 
industry and the future prospects. The biological data 
is incorporated in the Whaling Inspectors’ reports and 
could be copied for the departments concerned.

King Edward Point, 
South Georgia.

Administrative Officer, 
South Georgia.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
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WHALING REPORT SEASON 1959/60

11th April i960

is the first since 19*+5A6 when theThis season
In

very poor

and closed down for a month.ers

no
I do not think the badHowever,whaling was possible.

weather is the complete answer when searching for the
reason for this extremely poor season, and I would rather
judge it on individual company results.

Tonsberg had an ex ceptionally bad season, due to

Another cause was the engines of the catchers, as the vess­
els were often undergoing mechanical repairs. Then, having
spent some time in port, the gunners must justify themselves
and stayed out in weather in which fishing was impossible

tinue bad for some days.

few possibly fishing days.

When the weather did improve and 
other stations were catching, the Tonsberg catchers had to 
come in for bunkers and stores and so missed some of the

the already mentioned bad weather plus the fact that of 
the 6 gunners, only 3 were considered to be good gunners.

uted to the usual bad weather experienced round the coast 
of South Georgia plus periods of up to 1^ days when

oil production has been below the 100,000 mark.
that year it was 78,882 and the whales taken were in 

condition resulting in the average production
Also, in that year, Tonsberg

The South
per whale being very low.
did not begin operating until 7th December.
Georgia Company operated with a reduced number of catch-

Compania Argentina de
Pesca did not begin operating until 16th October.

This season’s production figure 97,673 can be attrib-

and in spite of every indication that the weather would con-
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The plant

appears

(From thatas

It islivery to England make a profit of £12 per ton.
doubtful if Ton±erg make very much more.

South

In previous years, before
the meat extract plant was in operation, an equivalent final
profit on oil production would have required approximately

The Company
were unfortunate in having their leading gunner, Karre hie,
break his leg towards the end of October and a new and un­
tried gunner had to take his place.

Pesca undoubtedly have the best island gunners and
the manager was quite satisfied with the M-0,500 barrels
of oil their catch produced. Not a good season, maybe,
but taken together with the seal oil production of 12,000
barrels, quite satisfactory. This company have already

season.

Georgia Company have had a poor year but financial results 
are quite fair when one takes into account the 326 tons of 
meat extract valued at £261,0^-0.

started on the construction of a meat extract plant and 
hope to have it operating next

In so far as oil production is concerned,

It is apparent that the large refrigerating plant 
at Husvik for the supply of frozen meat to Petfoods,is 
not the success that was at first envisaged.

For example, ititself is good but the venture is not.
that the South Georgia Company could afford to 

buy the Tonsberg meat in South Georgia for the same price 
paid by Petfoods after delivery in England.

price Tonsberg would have to deduct cost of handling, 
freights, etc.) The South Georgia Co. would then put the 
meat through their extract and meal plants and after de-

53,000 barrels, quite a good season’s result.
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fact that up until February whales were a long way off
the island, catchers operating up to 3°0 miles away.
The whales were of good quality when caught but due to
the long tow they deteriorated by the time they reached
Jhe stations. This particularly affected Tonsberg when

In thegood quality meat was essential for freezing.
latter part of the season Sei whales were being caught
from h-0 to 80 miles off the island. These whales yield­
ed good oil production and surprisingly good meat.

again a subject of considerable discussion.Asdic was
obtain permission to use the Scarer partPesca tried to

This part of the equipment would notof their sets.
but when one was sighted and the Scarerlocate a whale,

he would run straight and so be easier to
The question was raised concerning Factory shipscatch.

with their Asdic fitted catchers operating 200 to 300
miles off South Georgia and fishing in what could be

The South Georgia catchers weretermed island waters.

I would
hazard a guess

I think it willthe Government
situation with questions on territorialbe a difficult

waters figuring largely in the matter.

that pressure will be brought to bear on 
to left the ban on Asdic.

flying over them spotting for the Factories.
is a subject on which the last has not been heard,

used on him,

Apart from the weather and the points already men­
tioned, another disadvantage this season has been the

think, 
and I would refer to my letter on the subject.

fishing amongst these Factory catchers and had Helicopters
This, I
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On the trend in whaling generally as it affects
South Georgia. In the years when oil barrel product­
ion was the yardstick by which the prosperity of the
industry was judged, meat extract, meals etc., were not
a consideration. however, the picture is changed
and taking the South Georgia Company’s figures for an ex-

The impression given by the whaling company managers,
Both

in island and Pelagic fishing results have been generally
poor in so far as the number of whales caught is concerned.

it would certainly appear that
and what is equally important,
Equipment, personnel, etc.more expensive to catch.

whilst whale oil prices have not increased
p ropo rtionat ely.

This may be a definite stage in the histroy of whaling
A slight reductionfar as South Georgia is concerned.so

in the Company Tax on whale oil could be an important fact­
or in decisions that will undoubtedly have to be made in
many board rooms, should next season be as hard as this.

ample, the value of the oil this season is £371?228 and 
of by-products £?17•

Administrative Officer, 
South Georgia.

all costs more,

whales are harder to get,

all fishing,
may well be a good one,

How,

there is an element of luck, and next season
They view the future with grave concern and whilst, as in

gunners, etc., is that the industry is on the wane.
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Leith Harbour , 
South Georgia, 
1/4/60.

I am,,.
Sir,

Your- obedient servant,

Whaling. Inspectors

Captain Coleman, 
Administrative Officer, 
King Edward Point 
South Georgia- 

Sir,.
I enclose a copy of my season report also a list, of specimens 

collected for the Oceanography Institute and the Natural History Museum.
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South Georgia*

Report
Fin Whale*.

From observations of the Fin whale it was found that of 84 females
taken in October only 26 were pregnant, of 38 in November only 11 were
pregnant, of 47 in December only 19 were pregnant, of 53 in January only
6 were pregnant, of 13 in February only 3,were pregnant, and of 0 taken
in March only q were pregnant* this shows a very small percentage of
pregnancy for the amount of females taken* Of the barren females for
October 15 were under 65 feet, for November 15, for December 13, for
January 29, for February 6, and for March 0. , proving that the Fin is not
mature until it reaches a length of 65 feet.

Although the breeding season is from April to July, and the period

73 foot female was on the plan and it was found to contain a 15 foota
male foetus, which must have been conceived somewhere about January of this

Secondly, on the 20th. December a 74 foot female was on the plan andyear.
from outward appearences it would seem to be a milk whale, but after the
speckk had been removed and deep cuts made in and around the breasts very
little milk was found, but the flesh round the breasts was white. When
the calf bag was opened it was found to contain a 4 foot foetus, which

When the back bone was taken to the bone loft a Colonial officewas killed.
dart No. 11023 was found about 15 feet from the tail. The flesh round the
dart being badly decaued formed a large wound.

On the 31st. December a 74 foot female Fin was hauled on the plan
I noticed a swelling about 4 feet long on either side and about 9 feet
from the tail, the tail had been badly damaged but the skin had grown over
the damage.When the speckk was taken off, the flesh round the swelling was .

cut the effected part into small pieces. It was found that

approx

proves the whale can be pregnant while still lactating.
On the 20th. December a Fin whale plan number 228, length 72 feet

were a le s

nearly white,very fatty and sinewy, some of the sinews being three inches 
in diameter. It was found impossible to cut the flesh away from the

it was sent to the bone loft, where I followed and had one of

there were
2 feet to about 6 to 9 inches, in between the bones

on whaling season 1/10/59 to 31/3/60*

the bone sawmen
two bones, one overlapping the other, and each tapered from

between pregnancy is two years we have had cases here which prove that the 
breeding habits of the Fin is very elastic. Firstly, on the 3rd. October

swelling, so
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The sawman

damaged,

Blue Whale
Only 3 Blue whales have been caught this season, but past seasons

Sei Whale*

I

island and therefore the whale has not deteriorated very much and a good
grade of oil is obtained*

Stomach Contents*
Very few of the Baleen whales taken at Leith have had a full or

time

medium full stomach.
It is recognised that the whales caught for the first two months 

the stomach contents is very sparse, and the subsequent

Of the 163 females taken only 55 were pregnant* No whales under 
females were under 48 feet it would seem

■verage po«t_mnrtem for the Fin has been about 35 hours,

32 were pregnant, and of 47 taken in March only IQ were pregnant*
Although the Sei whale is not very large and there is not a large 

amount of oil produced from them, they play a big part at the land stations 
during the last three months of the season when the Blue and Fin whales 
have moved south to the ice. They are usually caught much closer to the

very sparse,
from killing to hauling on the plan.

Post Mortem.

of the season, 
four months the amount of Krill in the stomach is much greater, but so far 
there has not been any difference. A large amount of Krill has been sighted 
in all months by the catchers* The stomach contents of the Sperm was also 

but in all cases it could have been caused by the length of

have proved that the Blue whale is becoming very rare in the area of South 
Georgia*

48 feet pregnant, although only 9
that the Sei is not mature until it reaches that length* Of the 29 females 
taken in January only 13 were pregnant, of the 87 taken in February only

There was no sign of a harpoon wound so with the tail being 
the wound must have been caused by other means,but it seems 

amazing that the animal could have lived with a broken back.

n j-ibre and small pieces of bone about lit inches thick.
B.e had never before found so hard a bone in the back, it was even 

harder than the head*
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and "tlie Sei about 22 hours*

Antibiotic.

it was found that injecting the antibiotic in the area behind the stomach
better results were gained* One Fin whale had a P*M* of over 48 hours,
but when hauled on the plan the meat was found to be in good condition*

Length of Whales*

3.70 Pin whales were taken this season, of these 121 were 70
feet or more. The largest female was 80 feet, the largest male 73 feet*

Sperm* 38 Sperm whales were taken all being males, the largest
was 54 feet.

Position of Whales*
For the first two months of the season the whales were caught in

the N*E* area of the island, a few in the NW. , but in December to the
and March

and. SEr

Weather*
The weather has been very bad this season, and 67 days were non­

fishing days on account of gales and fog*

Fin*

East and South, in January to the SW* and NW* , February the NW*,

Blue* Only 3 Blue whales have been taken this season, the largest 
being 88 feet*

£

NEo.

Sei*310
The largest female was 56 feet, the largest male 53 feet*

Two types of antibiotic have been used Acronize and Biostat 
which in the first part of the season was injected into the stomach, but

Sei whales were taken, of these 168 were 50 feet or more.
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Male... FemaLeo
0 2

Sperm. 1. MaLeo

Male o

Sperm.

IMale
47

to 9’0”o

FemaleMale
Total. 9753

Total 53>-

Sperm;

i

Blue.-, 
Females, with Foetus le 
Size of Foetus I1 6" .

Fin*. 33
Females, with Foetus 1LO
Size o.f Foetus ranged between I1 6” tn 5’0”o

Female.
29

Species and- number of whales; ta ken each, month.
MaLe.0, Female»

Fin<> 26 84
Females, with Foetus. 26*
Size, of Foetus ranged between 1’0” t.o 15’0"

21 Male.S;o

Total. HQ,*

November..
Total. 71-o

January*

1. Male.

Sperm, 3 Makes 0-

Becember o

Total 2«

Total 7.2 o
Female o

Fino 25
Females with Foetus 19o
Size, of Foetus. ranged between 2,6”

Leith Harbour,
South Georgia,,

October o

Female o
38

Fin. 4.4
Females with Foetus 6O
Size; of Foetus ranged between 2’0“ to 13*0”o

Male.
Sei.. 24

Females, with Foetus 13 o
Size of Foetus, ranged between 3’0” to 10’0” *



Male* Female.

Fin. 7 13 Total 20.

Females with. Foetus 3*
Size of Foetus ranged between 7’0" to 11 r0".

Sei. Male. Female.
87 Total. 17891

Females with Foetus 32.
Size of Foetus ranged between 4*0" to 12r0".

Sperm 6 Males.

March.. Male,.. Female..
Blue. 0 1 Total 1

Short whale

Sei. 47

to
iC

13 f0"'Size of Foetus ranged between 6’0”

Female, with. Foetus Nil.*

Sperm: 6 Males..

Male, o
32

Females, with Foetus 10.o

Female o
To tal 79 o

•■uary.



Details of Sperm whales taken Season 1959 - 60*
16/10/59. Length. 48 feet. No* of teeth 38.Blubber 0’6n*

Few scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach. Heads, Arms, Tentacles, Beaks, Eyes and
other small parts of the squid. C Specimens taken. )

13/11/59. No. of teeth 42.Length. 52 feet. Blubber or7n*
Few scars on body.

Pens, Beaks, also other small
( Specimens taken. )parts of the squid.

27/12/59- No. of teeth 40.Blubber O’711.Length. 52 feet.
No scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach. Nothing but a few small beaks and brown
liquid.

28/12/59- No. of teeth 36.Length* 47 feet.
No scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach*

No* of teeth 38.29/12/59. Length. 46 feet.
Pew scars on head or body. e

Tentacles, Beaks, Eyes andContents of stomach.
other small parts of the squid.

6/1/60. Blubber 0’7”. No. of teeth 42.Length. 49 feet*
No scars on head or body*

A few beaks,Contents of stomach. Eyes, and worms.

account of illness*
28/1/60. No. of teeth 46*Length 54 feet.

Few scars on head or body*

29/1/60
No scars on head or body.

and worms.A few beaksContents of stomach.
38.Blubber 0’6”. No. of teeth29/1/60

A few beaks and worms and other smallContents of stomach.
parts of the squid.

Length. 44 feet.
Few scars on head or body.

Blubber 0*7"

Blubber 0r7M

Completely full of beaks and worms.
Blubber Or74‘n*

Contents of stomach. Heads, Arms,

Heads, Arms,

( Specimens taken.)
FROM the 8/1/60 to 12/1/60 Nine Sperm taken but no record on

A few beaks and worms.No. of teeth 38.Contents of stomach.
Length. 46 feet. Blubber 0f6n.



S^o29Z~'6O. Length. 44 feet. 40.Blubber Or6". No. of teeth

Full of beaks and worms*
29/1/60* Length. 46 feet* Blubber 0f6M. 36No. of teeth

No scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach. Full of beaks and worms.

29/1/60. BlubberLength. 45 feet. No. of teeth. 36.
Few scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach. Beaks, Worms and small parts of the
squid.

29/1/60. Blubber O^i-"*Length. 47 feet. No. of teeth 40 *
Few scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach. A few beaks and worms.

29/1/60. Length. 46 feet* Blubber O^”. No. of teeth 38.
No scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach. A few beaks and worms.

Blubber 0’5i”.29/1/60. No* of teeth 36*Length. 45 feet*
Few scars on head or body. 1

heA few beaks and worms.
Blubber29/1/60. Length. 48 feet. No. of teeth. 40.

Few scars on head or body. s
Contents of stomach.
small parts, also one large crown complete with arms and •s

3/2/60. No. of teeth 48.
No scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach. Small beaks and worms. ,e

3/2/60. Blubber 0’6”.Length 44 feet. No. of teeth 52.
No scars on head or body. L
Contents of stomach. Three small crowns complete with arms,

>>also other small parts of the squid. ( Specimens taken ).
8/2/60 Length. 48 feet. Blubber O’?’1. No* of teeth 48 in lower

jaw, and 8 small in upper jaw*
Few scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach. A few beaks and worms.

Blubber 0f7”*Length 49 feet* No. of teeth 46*8/2/60 V.
Beep scars on head. rd
Contents of stomach. A few beaks and worms.

Few scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach*

Contents of stomach.

two small crowns complete with arms. ( Specimens taken ). 
Length. 45 feet. Blubber 0’6n.

Beaks, Eyes, Worms, Arms and other



8/2 ^0 Length 49 feet. Blubber 0’6".

24/2/60 Length 53 feet.

Many scars on head.
Contents of stomach. Nil.

13/3/60 Length 49 feet. Blubber O’7"* No. of teeth 47*
Many deep scars on head.
Contents of stomach. Many heads complete with arms and tentacles
Two complete squids( medium size). Bodies, beaks and worms.
Specimens taken.

13/3/60 Blubber 0’8”.Length 51 No. of teeth 40.feet.
on head.Few scars

Contents of stomach. Heads, Arms, Beaks and other small parts
of the squid.

25/3/60 No. of teeth 47.

25/3/60

Heads, Arms, Beaks and other small, parts

25/3/60 No. of teeth. 4.8Blubber 0’5”. o

26/3/60

Beaks: and Worms

Length 44 feet®.
No scars on head or body-. 
Contents of stomach® 
Length 41 feet:.

No. Of teeth 44. 1

Heads.,. Bodies., 
Blubber CL *6”.

Blubber 0’ 6? ®

Few scars on head or body.
Contents of stomach. A few beaks and worms.

Blubber, back 0’5”? behind lower jaw 0’11”.
No. of teeth 48 very large.

arms., and Beaks:®
No.® of teeth. 30 Taw. 

broken®
No scare on head or body® 
Contents of stomach® 
of theSQuid®.
Length 4.i feet®
Few. soars on head..
Contents of stomach.
Length. 50 feet.®
Few. soars on. head or body®.
Contents of stomach® Heads , Arms:*

A few beaks, and small parts, of the Squid..
Blubber 0’7” • No® of teeth 4.7
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December seems early

No short whales
i

The

was

Point.

of hei' agej 
sid

He died shortly alter,
In spite of the absence of a priest,

Grytviken.
Season 1952/60.

1/10/59 to 31/99,

Of these,325 were Fin whales, 
39 of the foetus were male,the 

largest measuring lb1. Only 5 blue whales have so Hr been taken, (2 female 
3 male). Sperm wnales have also been scarce with only 2 being caught,and the 
stomach contents of booh whales was practically nil, 
for Sei whales but were brought in,l male 1 female.
In general the females have been much larger than the males.

e been recorder so far. The catchers nave been operating at distances 
of 250 miles and over from the island. From positions plotted on the charts 
provided,the whales appeared over the last three months,from N.E. to E ,and 
down to the S.W.
Early in the season the towing boat’Narvhal’ damaged her shell plating,when 
she ran on to a rock,ana has been in dock undergoing repairs . The 1Foca’ 
wa,s hurriedly pressed into service,and has been doing very good work,in spite 

The company’s transport,the M.V.Calpean Stu.r’ has been along- 
since her arrival at start of season,and h«.s been loading bone meal,and 

meat meat,when production will allow.
Tragedy marred the season,just before Christmas,when the Chief Officer on R5, |

crushed by a whale,whilst caking it-alongside.
and was brought back to the station, 
the church service and the burial service,was all that could be de sired,and 
conducted with al± reverence. It was amazing,on an island where the only 
Howers to be seen are in a greenhouse,now many floral tributes there were. 
The arrival of R.it ,S. Shackleton made a break. The Colonial Secretary, 
Mr,Denton-Thomson arrived on her,and an opportunity to meet him,was afforaedc 
during an informal evening,arranged by the Administrative Otficer.King Edward

is 19,331 barrels of whale oil. 
810*4 Tons of bone meal.
^053*8 ” ” Meat

This is the result of a catch of 335 whales.
of which 215 were females,68 being pregnant. 

Only 5 blue whales have

Administrative Officer.
Kino Edware roii**,,- 
jOUvh ueOi&u-ctc 
Sir,

,Further to the Senior whaling Inspector’s report for the half season.
In uhe above station,the catch has been below average. The main cause has 
been the adverse weather conditions. At one stage,a period of fourteen 
days elapsed without a single whale bcino caught by any of the three whaling 
stations. The above station is fortunate in the fact that their catch of 
seal oil will help to supplement,what is to date,a vury poor season.
Five of the catchers here are fitted with Asdic. An order was issued before 
the season began,forbidding the use of Asdic curing the season,and that sets 
were to rendered inoperative. This was carried out by removing the Hioh 
voltage p-nel. In this w^y the sets could not be used either for detecting 
or frioht^ncino -he whale,and also allowed for a ’warming up’ routine to be 
carried out,so as to prevent damage to the equipment by condensation,due to 
lacx- of use. 
ose Houuction to



increase of three on last season,)

(haling Inspector.D.Morrr

Only one Blue was
Sperm whales were more in evidence, 

The stomach

No.of whales- 9^
No. of barrels of whale oil. 40032*
No.of bags of meat and bone meal. 61,696 (Ip,538 cone meal,40,158 meat meal)

Grytviken. 0? /
A End of season report l^P9/bO,ending 31/p/bO.

The second half of the season was much better,than the period from October 1st 
until .December 31st.1959. Weather were much improved,and except for a few 
days o.t the end of March,the catchers were not held up by weather conditions. 
More whales were taken,the majority of which were Sei whales. A high 
percentage of the female of this species were pregnant, 
taken,a female measuring eighty feet, 
thirty one,as against two in the firsu half of the season, 
contents of the first two sperm,were alsmos nil. The last catch of sperm 
whales yielded some interesting specimens of squid and octopus from the 
stomachs,in various stages of digestion.
A number of these were collected for uhe National institute of Oceanography. 
This did not in any way interefere with the job of inspection and measuring 
of whales.
Three short whales were logged in the last three months and nine whales were 
lost,in flag and during towing in rough weather. No milk-filled whales were 
observed throughout the season. The requisite forms for infractions have beer 
completed,and delivered to the Administrative Officer,King Eaward Point,with 
copies also to the Manager,Compania Argentina de Pesca.
The buoy boat ’Poca1 which took*Narval’s’ place at the early part, of the seasor 
sailed,in company with1Narval’(recently unaocked after extensive repairs) on 
the 28th.March for Buenos Aires.
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The whales this season have been rather far out.The catcher have had t

a
/
I

old,from the time of killing,but the meat were in a perfect good 

condition.On the other hand where the stuff had not been used,the 

meat of those whales could not be used,even after only 19 hrs.

had during the season,is partly to be blamed for the poor result. 

Some trouble developed with some of the catchers during the season, 

such as boiler,condenser,and engine,and they had to come in for repairs. 

A rather serious thing happen to the ’’Busen 311 steaming through the 

Bi rd-sound, they went on the rocks.The catcher managed to get down to 

Str0mnes,but just in time.When the catcher were docked ,great dammage 

to the hull were discovered.A temporary plate were welded on,but the 

catcher lost 7 days fishing.Together with the days lost ,due to bad 

weather,it all adds up to weeks.The”Busen 3 ” had 2 Gunners,half 

season each.Refer to my list for each individual Gunners result.

to steam anything uo to 250 miles and more,before they have seen any 

whales.The towing of the whales back to the station ,have been 

most difficult task,as they have had 2 or 3 different gales of wind , 

before reaching harbour. The catches during the season, have mainly 

been made in the following directions,N.and N.E.of 0.Saunders, and 

S.W.of Minis Is. The whales for the first half of the season , 

consisted only finwhales,but for a couple of spermwhales,and a couple 

o£ seiwhales. The finwhales were of a very poor quality,but for a 

few good specimen. The whales for the second half of the season, 

have been mostly Seiwhales,but for a few finwhales,and a few spprrn. 

The seiwhales have been rather of a good quality,and I refer to my list 

for a more detailed information ,about production.

The antibiotioa have been a very valuable stuff to use, in keeping 

the meat fresh.We had whales here during the season which were 50 hrs.

Summary of the season, 1959/60.

The season here at Husvik Harbour,have been most dissapointing to 

all,from the whalings point of view.Everyone were very optimistic, 

that a good season were ahead,as the condition of ice ,and pianoton 

around the island,were plenty full. A few whales had also been seen 

before the season started.The continious bad weather which we have
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room completed for the crew.

men

I
i

The last few days of the season , since the arrival of the Teie, 

the loading have been going on 24Hrs.a day.As this station is to

be closed down,order from the company is,to take home all stuff of 

value,which they can not dispose of down here,to any of the other 

2 whaling stations.

National Institute of oceanography,and the men here have been very 

cooperative in helping me getting those things.I wish to mention 2

Husvik Harbour,
South Georgia.

in particular.! st.Plan forman Jerpen,and Bonesaw Forman, 

Karl Lundberg.Enclosing a list ower the items collected.

8 new tubular mast,s for the wireless-station.

4 new Sberths

Whaling Inspector ,

$

During the season when the men were not engaged with whales,some 

improvement have been made to the station.

A canal have been made to divert the floodwater.

Busen 8" were hauled up on the slipway,and the boiler taken out.

After the boiler vas out, the catcher got sunk,inside the Ttfnsberg Poiat.

During the season I have collected a few items for the



Season I9F9 - 60.

Days without any Whales,

II - 12 - 13 IF - 16 - 19 - 20 — 22 - 30.Oct. 3-4-6 7 8

if __ Tot al 14 days

10 - 12 - 13 - 14 - IF - 19 - 20 - 2F -Nov. 2 - F - 6 - 7 98

Totalit 26 - 27 - 28 - 29 30. 19 days.

8 - 13 - IF - 21 23 - 24 - 2F - 31.4 - FDec. 1-2-3 6 7

if

28.12 - 14 - 22 - 23 - 27 9 days.Jan. I - 2 - IT

TotalFeb. I - 3 - F - 14 - IF - 19 - 26. 7 days.

9 - 12 - 14 — 17 - 21 — 22 — 23 — 27 — 28 — 29 -MaT4$ 6 — 7 8

IL Lay ? it ( 30 - 31 ) ?_

Total 77 days.

Husvlk Harbour,

South Georgia.

Whaling Inspector,

Total IF days.

^otal



18/10/59. rt iiitu 51 3.33 W.it 72n2 ft

nn itit 51 S.33 W.tfu 77ititI

21/10/59. Hn ititmllleit 52 3.34 W.« 62itiiI

21/10/59. 11it ittt 52 S.34 W.itit 63 11iiitI

it it it 51 S.35 W.tiit 72 femaletitiI

25/10/59. 11 ititit n 51 3.35 W.75 ”itititI

3/II/59. tt ii 51 3.33 W.it ititit 71 ”itnI

u23/11/59. n 52 S.4C W.tinti itit 64ititI

30/12/59. tt n 52 S.4O W.it tt70 Mitn maleitI

rt 56 3.35 W.5/1/60 . "itti tt66 «itittiI

56 3.40 W.7/1/60. n tiitit78 11 femaleitiiitI

56 S.42 W.8/1/60. ti ititnnttit male67itI

ti 56 3.41 W.I0/I/60. rtitti68 " femaleitititI

n10/1/60. n 56 3.40 W.tiittiit maleit 60nI

itI0/I/60. it 56 S.40 W.nn67 ” femaleiitttiI

I3/I/60. ifti 56 S.40 W.ititttttftit 78ttI

I3/I/60. ii tiit 56 3.40 W.itit72 “ttittiI

13/1/60. it niiti 56 S.40 W.itti54ti ittiI

22/11/59. ”it nii 52 S.35 W.ttn72iiit1/2 brain

I7/I/59.ifrt it n 56 S.40 W.n maletiti 69rtI

I Earplug from a 75 ft.female fin,killed 10/10/59.Apr.Pos.52 S.34 W.
ti

ected by R.Wetterstad,Whaling Inspector,HUsvik Harbour, °?77

South Georgia,^eason 1959/60.

19/10/59. "

25/10/59. "
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H III! ItII II2 48 54 3. 39 W.
ii n it iiitit it52 58 3. 34 W.3

ititit it it itn 51 58 3. 34 W.4
it ii nnitit it 59 S. 34 W.505

The contents from

The odd thind which was found in the spermwhale marked no.I

is kept in a glass jar.

The big cannister contains the brain of the 69 ft .male finwhale, 

^he small cannister contains the brain of the 72 ft.female finwhale.

ollected by R.Wetter st ad,Whaling Inspector,Husvik Harbour.

south Georgia,season 1959/60.

each different whales stomachs,is put in different 

bags,and marked with a metal disc,from no. I and upwards.

Refering to this list in the order the bags is marked.

No.I male spermwhale 52 ft.killed 
n

I6/II/59. apr.pos.54 3. 39 W. 

27/12/59. 

7/1/60. 

7/1/60. 

7/1/60.



Season 1959/60.
Average Post Mortem.

Average pr.Week. Total Average.

¥otal hrs. Total hrs.Week ended

IF Hrs.52 min.
wit 29 17 Hrs.IF min.20
titi it18 22 it17 35

00 U It IfIt 2735 36
it itit it41 47 37 35

itit it it43 37 4538
itif n 27 if34 06 37

it it it it47 3^31 35
it ii if 29 it4540 37

it if it it33 38 37 05
it itit it29 36 31F9

itii itit31 36 1730

it ii it n36 13473F
iiit iiit 463521 FI
it nitit 35 43163F
it ifitif 35 4435 59

ii it iiif 35 II28 3B

ii nit if 34 1627 10
it itii 33it IF2F F4
ti n32 02itit20 IF
it itnn 3125 0319

r
\ ■

3/10 

10/10 

17/10 
24/10 

31/10

7/II 

I4/II 

2I/II 
28/11

2/1

9/1

I6/I 

23/1 

30/1

12/12

18/12

26/12

6/2 

13/2 

20/2 

27/2

Whaling Inspector.

1
Husvik Harbour,
South Georgia.
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i960.

i960.
Leith Harbour - Manager

S.A. Grytviken - Manager

Husvik Harbour - Manager9

Weather<

that no damage to the equipment could result from condensation.
All whalecatchers arc fitted with Radar.5. Radar.

6. Slioro^Station<5.

roads
Improvements have been made to the 

Canals have been constructed 
A smart new hen house has been built ! 

j this huge project 
took over throe months to complete with excellent results.

South Georgia,
Falkland island Dependency.

From 1st January catchers reverted to North 
j distances ranging

Sir,
I have the honour to forward the following report on the 

1959/60 Whaling Season at South Georgia

1st April,

A/S,

2. Weathert The weather has been the worst in memory; this 
has certTzinlyTiindered fishing and the poor results obtained can be 
mainly attributed to the elements. There have been continuous 
high winds, frequently reaching gale force and for 77 days, up to 
the 16th December, 1959, Husvik had *+3 days without whales. 
During this period a whole fortnight elapsed without a whale being 
taken on any of the three stations. This state of affairs is 
unprecedented in the history of whaling in South Georgia.

(1) Leith Harbour.by laying concrete surfaces, 
to deal with flood water. 1 ---Major repairs have been carried out to the dam; 
took over throe months to complete with excellent results. The 
sailing of the transport ’SOUTHERN OPAL' early in January was 
postponed as there was insufficient whale oil to uplift from the 
factories to justify the trip. She subsequently sailed for the 
ice on 2nd February and returned to Stromness on the 8th February 
(discharging Whale Oil at Stromness). She sailed on her second 
trip to the Factories on the 27th February, returning on the^4- 
March. Transport vessel ’SOUTHERN GARDEN' arrived on the 8th 
December and lay for the remainder of the season at Leith Harbour

.../discharging...

1. Companies Operating. The following three companies 
applied for and were granted licences for the season, which began 
on the 1st October, 19599 and ended on the 31st March, i960.

(1) The South Georgia Co.Ltd., 
Svorre Aksoth.

3. Operational Field. For the period 1st October to the end 
of November, 1959? whalecatchers from the throe stations operated 
mainly to the North of the Island, ranging from 1^+0 to 200 miles 
and sometimes up to 250 miles. During December the catchers 
transferred to South of the Island ranging from 160 to 200 miles 
from the stations.
East to North West for the Sei whale fishing 
from h-0 to 100 miles.

*+• Asdic, On instructions from the Falkland Islands 
Government, Asdic in South Georgia was declared illegal, and the 
Whaling Inspector at Grytviken, on the authority of the Administrator, 
immobilised the Asdic sets in the Grytviken catchers (The South 
Georgia Co.Ltd., and T/nsborg Hvalfangori catchers are not fitted 
with Asdic). The Grytviken sots were rendered inactive both from 
a detection and from a ’frightening’ point of view. It was so 
arranged that a 'warming up’ routine could be carried out in order

(2) Compania Argentina de Pesca, 
Fritz Ringdal.

(3) T/nsberg Hvalfangeri 
Nils Olson.
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Floating Docks wore in continuous demand(2) Stromness.

and was

the

7. Inspectors.

Extra clew
Canals have been

discharging Fueloil and loading Station production of Moat and 
Bone Meal. On the 20th December, 1959? whale dart No.11023 
was found in a fin whale by a Bonesawnan.

during the month of January and the following catchers were docked 
for repairs :
W/C THORGARD - (Thorshammer Expedition) - Damage to propeller.
W/C SOUTHERN BROOM-(So.Venturer Expedition) - Damage to Asdic Dome.
W/C SEKSERSN - (Thorshammer Expedition) - Damage to Asdic Dome.
W/C SOUTHERN WHEELER-(So.Harvester Expedition) - Damage to bow.
W/C SOUTHERN ARCHER -(So.Venturer Expedition) - Damage to bow.
W/C SOUTHERN BRIAR - (So.Harvester Expedition) - Damage to Asdic Dane.
W/C SOUTHERN RIDER - (So.Harvester Expedition) - Damage to Hull

and Propeller, grounded down ice whilst chasing humpback
whales and was towed to Stronness by W/C SOUTHERN GEM.

W/C BUSEN 3 (T/nsberg Hvalfangeri) -Damage^o hull after grounding 
in Bird Sound.

(1) For the second season Inspectors were appointed, one to 
each of the three stations, with a Senior Inspector in charge.

(2) It would have been a great advantage had the Inspectors 
been ■ officially, briefed in London, and given a short course, at 
Government expense, before taking up their appointments. It is 
suggested that two or three days should be spent visiting the/

(k) Husvik Harbour. Following the very poor season 
station will in all probability, close down, 
accommodation has been built near the galley, 
constructed to take flood water and wireless masts have been 
painted red and white as identification marks for helicopters 
and other aircraft. Repairs to whalecatchers, generally, were 
frequent.

Work has been in progress building a new bakery in concrete, 
with living quarters above. An asdic workshop has been completed 
and is being used for radio repairs for the time being. A 3^ ton 
boiler has been installed; this was towed from Husvik by the 
sealer 1JLBATR0SS. The CALPEAN STAR made one trip to Husvik in 
February/March, loading a stock of frozen meat. The rest of the 
production of moat was carried to Grytviken by W/C BUSEN 2. during 
March. y

Early in the season the Buoy Boat NARVAL struck ice, 
in dock at Grytviken for several weeks. The FOCA took her place 
and did valuable work in spite of her age.

(3) Grytviken. This station is fortunate in that their 
catch of seal oil has boon a very useful supplement to a poor 
whaling season. Catches have boon mostly Fin and Sei Whales. 
Sixty eight foeti were taken, the largest measuring eighteen feet 
(female). Stomach contents have varied from half full to almost 
nothing, though quantities of krill were sighted by the catchers. 
Very little squid was recovered from the stomachs of sperm whales, 
but on the 25th February a particularly large and almost perfect 
specimen was recovered from a 4-7 feet sperm, and preserved in 
Formalin. This specimen will bo despatched to the National 
Institute of Oceanography. Only six Blue Whales were taken, 
three female and three male.

A marker dart. No.1313^ was recovered from a,male fin whale, 
(6k Ft.long) on the 2nd October, 1959? in Lat. 52°10T South, Long. 
35°O1! West. It had entered the whale high on the back, in 
front of the dorsal fin. The flesh round the wound was slightly 
putrifiod, but only in the area of the wound.
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showing the positions of whales taken 
together with a Master chart 

and forwarded to the Administrative Officer,
have been 
for each

I have the honour to be,

(?) Charts, kept by each inspector, 
month,

Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,

Senior Whale Fishery Inspector,
U.f.s. Administrative Officer, 

South Georgia,

(6) A letter of appreciation has been received from Dr.R«M.
Laws, B.S.c., of the National Institute of Oceanography, for the 
voluntary work carried out by Inspectors in collecting squid and 
beaks from sperm whales, and ear plugs from fin whales, together 
with other material. tn this connection I am very grateful to 
the Managers, their staffs and Plan Foremen, for their valuable 
help and cheerful cooperation.

(7) I suggest that consideration should bo given to the 
appointment of Royal Navy Officers of the rank of Lieutenant 
Commander (Executive), as Junior Whaling Inspectors, and I 
strongly recommend that the post of Senior Whale Fishery Inspector 
should continue to be held by a Post Captain, Royal Navy,

(8) The Admiralty Naval Employment Officer is
Commander J.G.T.D. ATKINSON, Royal Navy, 

Queen Anne’s Mansions, 
St. James’ Park, 
London, S.W.l.

(9) Copy of statistics furnished by the Companies 
attached.

/National Institute of Oceanography at Wornley: The Natural 
History Museum, South Kensington, (Whale Department); and the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, A Licfson Officer from the 
latter Department might bo appointed to coordinate these visits 
and to give advice and assistance to the newly appointed Inspectors, 
He could arrange short talks on land based and pelagic whaling;
on the anatomy of the whale; and give some instruction and guidance on the International Whaling Convention. Pamphlets on whaling 
subjects could be supplied, together with a pocket handbook, such 
as Norman and Fraser’s Giant Fishes, Whales and Dolphins.

(3) In this way Whaling Inspectors would fool at the start, 
that the importance of their duties was appreciated. The knowledge 
gained from a short course of instruction would enable them to 
continue their discussions with advantage, during the voyage South 
and afterwards, and generally help them in their work.

(M-) I am of the opinion that Whaling Inspectors, 
-vi*4 1 /-n T -r23 “1 -3 » — 4. “1 ■ 4- 4- . -I

to gain knowledge of the work and problems of the Gunner, 
experience which I gained from two such trips, 
was invaluable•

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary, 
Port Stanley, Falkland Islands.

who have not previously done so, should make at least one trip in a catcher, 
, The 

in very bad weather,
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SAVING TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies.To:

saving.

South G-corgia whaling Koport 1959/60 Season.

own ggs goy^r^.FP

fh

F. I. ref: WSO/lI
C. 0. ref:

I. \

on the 1955/60

No. _ 21.

I enclose for inl'ormation four copies of the re?jox*t 
whaling season at South Georgia.

Date: 3rd. Ilay, 19'60.
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31st March 1961 .

Sir,
WHALING REPORT SEASON .19,60/61 .

Headings are enumerated as follows

0 ompani e s Operating.2.

I

King Edward. Point, 
South Georgia.

Introduction
Companies operating 
Catchers
Gunners
Weather
Asdic
Factory ships
Catch
Catching areas 
Meat Extract
Frozen Meat
Bone and Meat Meal 
Hydographic Survey 
Waling Inspectors 
Statistics.

1 .
2.
3.Ll.
5.6.
7.
8.
9.10.

11.
12.
13.1U.
15.

I have the honour to submit in quintuplicate 
my report on the Whaling operations carried out 
in the Dependency of South Georgia during the sea­
son 1960/61 .

The following companies applied for and were 
granted licences for the season which began on the 
1st October i960 and closed on the 31st March 1961. 
The South Georgia Co.Ltd., Leith Harbour, Manager 
S. Akseth until his untimely end, due to an accid­
ent on the 2i|.th December i960, when W.Johansen was 
appointed Manage r. 
The Albion Star Co.(South Georgia) Ltd., Manager 
F. Ringdal. 1‘his company operated the station at 
Grytviken, formerly Compania Argentina de Pesca, and 
the station at Husvik, formerly owned by Tonsberg 
Hvalfangeri.



2.

3. Catchers..

In­ Gunner s .

5.

remainder of the season fair.

!

The South Georgia Co, operated with ten 
Asdic catchers from 1st October until the 10th 
December 1960 end from that date onwards with 
eight catchers, the other two the Float­
ing Factories "Harvester" and "Venturer" for op­
erations in the Antarctic.

The Albion Star Co. operated the entire 
season with eight catchers, five of which were 
fitted with Asdic.

With only two stations proposing to carry 
out whaling operations in the season 1961/62, 
i.e. Leith and Grytviken, it is proposed that 
the quota of catchers be divided as ten to each 
station.

Gunners and three new ones,

The South Georgia Co. re-engaged only three 
of last season’s Island Gunners, the remaining 
seven were former ’Ice Gunners’ from the Pelagic 
Fleets.

The Albion Star Co. had four of last season’s 
one of which replaced 

the famous Otto Larsen who has now retired.

Weather.
Frequently in reports of this nature the 

vzeather has been described as the ’Worst in 
living memory’ , but it must by now be recognised 
that, in fact, the vzeather round South Georgia 
is usually bad, and that it is an accepted con­
dition of the catching operations here. Bearing 
the foregoing in mind, the vzeather for the first 
half of the season could be called bad and the 

In assessing the
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6. Asdic^

but from reports

There

I

severity of the weather as reported by the 
Gunners, it is important to bear in mind that 
in latter years, due to the increased distance 
off-shore at which whales are found, (up to 
350 miles), they are bound to experience more 
prolonged weather whilst proceeding to and from 
the grounds. When catchers were made closer 
to the Island it was possible to reach the safety 
of harbour at the approach of bad weather, but 
with such long distances to cover they may be 
forced to heave-to in one gale, and not have time 
t.o get back to the Island for fuel and supplies 
before the approach of the next.

This season Asdic was used, 
made by the Gunners and Managers it was not a 
vitally deciding factor in catch results, 
were several reasons for thiso 
a. The difficulty of finding trained Whaling/ 
Asdic Operators. This seems to be an occupation 
which, unlike others in the whaling industry, is 
mostly recruited from British personnel, (at South 
Georgia at least), and for that reason the South 
Georgia Company have more experienced operators 
than the Albion Star Company, where the few oper­
ators they have are all Norwegian.

Whilst operators were plentiful in the years 
immediately following the last war, the present 
day reduction in Navies has resulted in a dimin- 
shed supply of trained operators. Conditions 
in the Navy are now more attractive and on complet­
ion of Service, opportunities exist for these men 
in Radio and Electronic firms. In the Whaling in­
dustry it is usual that men may be called upon to 
do work outside their normal trade, and Asdic Oper­
ators are engaged as AB/Asdic Ops. and can be called 
upon to work on deck. It seems that the whaling
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7. Factory Shins.

8. Catch.

It was reported again this season that in 
December/January at least three Factory Ships 
were known to be operating in what might be termed 
Island grounds. Two operated about hOO miles 
North West of the Island and the other about 400 
East of the Island and sometimes Island catchers 
were reported as being among Factory catchers. 
It could in fact be said that these Factory Ships 
straddled the migration routes which feed the Is­
land Grounds.

0ctober/No vember. Whales were generally scarce,
although there was a fair catch of FiA/^October .
November was a poor month mainly due to bad weather, 
and whales were reported as being scarce, but this 
may have been due to restricted searching due to 
the weather. The catch was slightly higher than 
medium in condition and output.

Companies will have to make their conditions 
and status more attractive if they wish to re­
cruit men for this job.
b. There were few occasions this season when 
whales were running singly and of a type which 
Gunners call ’crazy whales’ due to their errat­
ic courses and evasive action. It is on this 
type of whale that Asdic can be used so success­
fully, in that it makes the whales run in a 
straight line and therefore much easier to kill. 
This season whales were sighted mostly in schools 
and the use of Asdic would have dispersed them. 
Weather with heavy seas or swell also reduces 
the use of Asdic.

It would seem, therefore, that whilst in 
theory the use of Asdic might be harmful, con­
ditions prevailing limit its theoretical potential 
harmfulness.

I would recommend that Companies again be 
allowed to use Asdic in the season 196'1/62.



5.

9. Catching Areas.

January 
good, 
an early catch, 
were also some Sperm.

December. Stocks of whales around the Island 
were reported as good, the catch was mainly Fin, 
a small percentage of Sperm and some abnormally 
early Sei whales which of recent years are not 
usually expected until February. The month’s 
catch was above medium in condition and output.

Whale stocks still reported as being 
Catch of Sei was good especially for such

Catch of Fin was fair and there 
The early Sei were report­

ed as being of good size and fat.
February/March. These were two very good months, 
with plenty of whales around the Island. Good 
catches of Sei, particularly in February and good 
catches of Fin in both months. This was again 
considered unusual as with the normal appearance 
of Sei in February the Fin tend to disappear.

The season’s catch can be considered fairly 
good for both Companies.

October/November. Main catching areas
during these two months at a distance of between 
200 and 300 miles North East to North to North 
West of the Island. Fin whales were mainly run­
ning in a South Easterly to Southerly direction. 
Sperm were found to the East of the Island mostly 
running between North East and North West.

Dec .Jan.Feb.March. During these four months 
the main catch was at a distance of about 90 to 130 
miles West to South West of the Island. The main 
run of whales was in a Northerly direction.

It has been reported by all gunners that this 
year there was an abundance of Krill in Island 
waters and at times the sea appeared to be coloured 
by the whale food over a distance of many miles.
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10. Heat Extract.

11 . Frozen Meat.

ess.

III

a succ-
Albion Star Company’s operation of Husvik 

station in addition to Grytviken was not
The main reason for operating Husvik was 

ro produce frozen meat for the very large refrig­
eration plant erected hy Tonsberg Hvalfangeri. 
From the start of the season trouble was experienced 
with the refrigerator machinery which had been laid 
up by Tonsberg Hval. at the end of last season in a 
very indifferent manner. Eventually it was found 
necessary to bring out a Makers’ representative 
from England and after about two months’ work the 
machinery was put in order.

Another difficulty was that catching was taking 
place such a long way off the Island that after the 
long tow, very few of the whales were suitable for 
frozen meat.

Albion Star Co. completed the erection of 
their pi^ot meat extract plant at Grytviken by 
early January. The quantity produced was not 
great but the Manager was very satisfied with 
the quality and with the installation of the fin­
al extractor next season should see this plant 
in full production.

The South Georgia Co.’s meat extract plant 
seems to be very efficient and good production 
was obstained.

Salvesens reported in October 1960 that 
meat extract is finding a good market at around 
£1,000 per ton, but sales will have to be expand­
ed continually to absorb the increasing production. 
This is understandable when it is considered that 
Production by Salvesens alone amounted to 879 tons 
last season.
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or whether9

12. Bone and Meat Lie al o

13* Hydrographic Survey.

which
Their

It now appears that Albion Star Co. 
will concentrate all their efforts on 
Grytviken next season and are laying found­
ations to erect a freezer at Grytviken. It 
is not yet known whether this will be the 
existing Husvik plant dismantled and brought 
round for re-erection at Grytviken 
new machinery will be purchased.

This season Albion Star Co. are only 
producing mixed bone and meat meal, 
in former years was called ’Guano1. 
decision was probably influenced by the re­
duction in the price of meat meal owing to 
the enormous production of Peruvian fish meal.

The South Georgia Co. are still produc­
ing seperate bone and meat meals.

HMS ’’Owen” under Commander Hall DSC., 
carried out detailed survey of the North West 
approach to the Island covering the area Willis 
Island group, Stewart Strait, Bird Island and 
Bird Sound and the coast and harbours from 
Elsahul to Undine. This survey should be 
of great value to Whalers and Sealers and 
in fact, to any vessel approaching South Georgia. 
It will have a particular value to the Whalers in 
that it will clear up the question of the danger 
or otherwise of making a passage through Bird 
Sound. This passage can be of great value to 
the Whalers apart from reducing towing time.
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14 • Whaling Inspectors.

It would also allow passages to he made around 
the North West corner of the Island hy reason 
of the lee offered hy Bird Island, thus avoid­
ing the very heavy seas which can he essperienc- 
ed in Stewart Strait.

It is a pleasure to record that whaling 
stations have taken a keen interest and are most 
appreciative of this survey. I was personally 
much impressed hy the enthusiasm and hard work 
that the entire party put into this survey and 
especially the small team who spent two months 
under canvas at Elsahul and Bird Island. It is 
the sincere hope of both the whaling Managers and 
the Government that the Hydographer* may he ahle 
to continue this important work hy next surveying 
the South East end of the island.

Whaling Inspectors were stationed at Leith, 
Husvik and Grytviken. All three Inspectors 
carried out their duties conscientiously and 
earned the respect of the Whalers due to their 
keenness and ability.

I would record my appreciation to the Sel­
ection Board in that these men were ideally suited 
for the job and of a temperament which raised no 
personal problems or issues with the whaling staff 
of the stations to which they were appointed. 
This year a Senior Whaling Inspector was not app­
ointed and from es^perience it is beyond doubt an 
unnecessary appointment.



STATISTICS,

Fin, Sei, Total,Sperm,

678 1026298 491

681 479 85 121+83

134 22744 7771359

SEX RATIO OF CATCH
Male,

3961154 1120

TOTAL OIL PRODUCTION,

109,796 BarrelsTotal

South Georgia 
Company Ltd.
Albion Star 
(South Georgia) Ltd.

1955 - 1956
1956 - 1957
1957 - 1958
1958 - 1959
1959 - I960
1960 - 1961

159
237

1
655
364
134

Bine
Fin
Sei
Sperm

3 
70U 
M3

Companies’ reports are attached.

Female,

Company catch report.

9<

Barrels of Oil,
172,363
147,524
161,485
102,638
97,673

109,796

Blue,
15.

10 Undersized
17 "
2 Milk filled

Females 
Pregnant,

South Georgia Co, Ltd, 
Albion Star (South Georgia)

Barrels, 
51,780 
58,016

Previous and present seasons figures as follows 
Whales, 
3,001 
3,068 
3,356 
2,504 
2,300 
2,274

INFRACTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL WHALING CONVENTION.
South Georgia Co. Ltd.
Albion Star (South Georgia) Ltd.
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I have the honour to he,

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley, 
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

dministrative Officer.

Total estimated value (As given by 
Companies) £1,883,871 of which £1,188,100 
represents Oil and £695>771 Meal and By­
products.

Sir,
Your obedient servant,
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17th >pril 1961

•).< .Ct' • or 322

^qo I enclose foi' infom’.tion four copie s of the report on the
I96U/0I whaling season at South Georgia.

(X;V . 1:OR

2. •»ith i^egard to ^ragraph J, Q&bchers, it has been agreed 
that for tho 1961/62 season a total of 16 catchers Mil be licensed., 
8 for t* c .South Georgia Cow--.any Limited, and 8 for Albion Star.

4. a he Whaling Inspectors were the best that liave been 
recruited for a long time, and these are the type of , c-n vre like 
to get#

ai-i'do

3. 1 would also your attention to the Adrinistrative
Cffleer’s 1'emrks ;;ncor paragraph 13, Hydrographic urvoy, ar.d 
paragi’aoh V\ , haling I nspectors. The e:;a-elle:’t vx>rk ox’ H.’ .S. 
ov/on in theoe • waters vvas . rcatly an rociatcd by the whaling 
stations, and * as fulfilled a long felt need. I hopext raay be 
possible fox* one of survey ships to x*ctum to South corgia 
to continix. t./is irost valuable v/ork.

Soiith Georgia \ In-lin;; cuor t 19--0/61 fScason

c/.fr


V

(r '

(Inbld) RHDM
17.4.61.

{7

Y. E. for information.,
The total number of whales killed by the two 
Companies is slightly less than by the three 
last year but the amount of whale oil is 
greater.Asdic can be.licensed again next season.
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5th April, 1962.

Sir,
WHALING REPORT SEASON 1961/62,

Headings are enumerated as follows

Companies operating.2.

The South Georgia Company Limited, of Leith 
Harbour only operated as an oil storage base for 
Salvesens pelagic fleet, Stromness was used 
for ship repairs and also for oil storage.

The Albion Star (South Georgia) Ltd. Husvik 
station was not used for whaling this season.

2,
3. 
U.
5<
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

Companies
Catchers
Gunners
Weather
Asdic
Factory ships
Catch
Catching areas
Production
Antibiotics
Statistics,

Only one company applied for and was granted 
a licence for the season which began on the 
1st October 1961 and closed on the 31st March 
1962. The company concerned was Albion Star 
(South Georgia) Limited, Manager F.Ringdal. 
This company operated the land station located 
at Grytviken.

King Edward Point, 
SOUTH GEORGIA.

I have the honour to submit in quintuplicate 
my report on the Whaling operations carried out 
in the Dependency of South Georgia during the 
season 1961/62,

■ ■
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2.

3* Catchers *

4. Gunners*

Weather*5*

6. Asdic *

October*
November*
December*
January•
February *
March*

”R1 ” . 
HR2“ . 
"R3”. 
"R4" • 
"R5”. 
”R6n • 
"R7".

Very bad*
Fair*
Good*
Bad*
Fair*
Bad.

Albion Star Gunners for the season
Otto Larsen
Harald Bordal

Recognising that the weather round South 
Georgia is usually bad and is an accepted condition 
of catching operations, the following is a monthly 
report*

His Excellency granted permission for the use 
of asdic this season. Only five of the catchers, 
”R1”, "R2”, ”R3”, W and "RS”, were fitted with this 
equipment* "RlV1 was without asdic for about two 
months. A whale line fouled his asdic dome when the 
dome was at a partly submerged position. Of the 
remaining catchers it could be said that ,rR2" and 
had the most competent operators*

Albion Star (South Georgia) Ltd., operated 
with eight catchers for the entire season* These 
were the motor catchers ••, "R2U, ”R3U, UR4”> ”R5U, 
and the steam catchers nR6”, "R7” and ”G*A*Larsenn*

Asbjorn Marthinsen 
Anker Jorgensen 
Einar Jacobsen 
Alf E. Andersen 
Karl P* Mathisen 

"C.A.Larsen" • Ivar H* Abrahamsen.
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7. Factory Ships*

8. Catch*

February*

Fairly even distribution of catch 
six non-catching days in the middle

January* 
apart from about 
of the month*

An even distribution of catch 
throughout the month*

December* Although the weather was good 
this month whales were not plentiful around the 
Island*

It was again reported in December, January 
and part of February that Factory Ships were known 
to be operating in what might be termed Island 
grounds, i*e. up to 400 miles off the Island* 
Frequently in December and January Island catchers 
sighted and worked close to Factory catchers*

On catching
November had a more even

Stocks of whales were
This was particularly

From the start of the season up to mid-December 
the catch was 478 Fin, 16 Sperm, no Blue, no Sei* 
The first Sei appeared shortly after the middle of 
December* From then until the end of the season 
Sei were caught in varying numbers, with good catches 
in late January and throughout February the peak 
catch being in early March* Fins were scarce from 
December onwards except for one good catch between 
the Jrd and 10th February*

October/November * 
generally reported as good* 
so in October when many whales were sighted but 
could not be chased due to bad weather* 
days catches were heavy* 
distribution of catch due to better weather*

March* This month started with good weather 
and catch, but very poor weather for the last ten days , 
resulted in only a single Sei whale being caught*
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Catching areas#9.

hours

10. Production.
The Sei catch amounted to approximately U0% of 

the total Baleen catch thereby reducing oil production. 
Of the oil produced it is estimated that 77.3% will 
qualify as Grade 1 Oil, 14% as Grade 2 Oil and 8.7% 
as Grade 3 Oil. Generally both Fin and Sei whales 
were leaner than last year.

The main catching areas during October, November 
and December were North East to North West at about 
175 miles from the Island. During January and 
February the catching area was mainly West with 
occasional catches to the South West at an average 
distance of 200 miles. During March the area was 
about 200 miles West of the Island although several 
good catches were made in the vicinity of the Shag 
Rocks.

There was one unusual incident in connection 
with the catch of Fin whales. On the 5th November, 
1961, catchers ”R1", ”R2”, "R3”, ”R5“ and ”R6" were 
proceeding coastwise from Grytviken to the North West 
end of the Island. Off the Bay of Isles ”R1n 
sighted Pin whales close inshore and gave chase, 
followed by the other catchers. ”R1n caught two 
whales and the other catchers sighted whales inside 
Antarctic Bay. This bay is about miles wide and 
about 5 miles deep. Into this bay steamed catchers 
”R1n, "R2”, ,,R3’f, "R5" and ”R6” and in about 1| 
they caught 18 Fin whales. At times the Gunners 
were harpooning whales that were actually in the Kelp, 
resulting in some very quick astern movements to 
avoid getting among rocks. I believe this is the 
first occasion in the history of South Georgia Whaling 
where Pin whales were caught so close inshore.
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11. Antibiotics.
1961, Albion Star (South Georgia)

They

The figures for Bone Meal 1U80 Tons and Meat 
Meal 5688 Tons show an exceptionally high production 
for these By-products, I understand this is due to 
factory improvements carried out during the last 
winter*

The company only produced a trial sample of 
Meat Extract, and there appears to be some doubt as 
to the quality of this product.

Frozen Meat was not produced this season, The 
company dismantled the 3000 Ton Freezing Plant and 
Store at Husvik and transported it to Grytviken, 
where it has since been partly re-erected. There still 
remain two of the 1000 Ton capacity storage rooms to 
re-erect•

As from December, 
Limited, stopped using antibiotics on whales, 
agree that bacterial activity is very important* 
They also agree that whales injected with antibiotic 
have a lower bacterial count than those not injected, 
but, stress that as well as bacterial there is also 
physical and chemical changes occuring in the whale 
carcass which also lead to spoilage.

By the use of antibiotics it is estimated that 
meat preservation is prolonged 5 hours longer in a 
20 hour Post Mortem whale and that oil shows a slight 
improvement in quality from 25 hours Post Mortem to 
HO hours Post Mortem. The average Post Mortem time 
this season was 3I4. hours -xb minutes due to the distance 
of catching area from the Island and the weather 
experienced in towing* They feel, therefore, the 
problem is rather one of distance and towing which 
cannot be overcome solely by the use of antibiotics* 
Furthermore they consider the use of antibiotics, as a 
doubtful precaution without guaranteed results, taking 
into consideration distance, weather and tov/ing, too 
expensive for the results achieved. Had all the whales 
caught this season been injected with antibiotic, and it 
is estimated it costs £9 per whale for each injection, 
then their operating cost would have been increased 
by £10,614-7•
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STATISTICS.

Company Catch Report.12.
Blue. Fin. Sei. Sperm.Total.

656 U42 85 1183nil

SEX RATIO OF CATCH.
Male. Foetuses

613 167570 151

INFRACTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL WHALING CONVENTION^

9 Fin

2 Sei
TOTAL 11

TOTAL OIL PRODUCTION.
Albion Star (South Georgia) Ltd. U9,81S barrels.

Barrels of Oil.Whales.

Albion Star (South Georgia) Ltd.
Number of undersized whales taken
Number of Milk filled or lactating 
whales taken

Blue
Fin
Sei
Sperm

Albion Star 
(South Georgia) Ltd.

Female. Females
 Pregnant .Found.

3001
3068 
3356 
2502+
2300
2274 
1183

66
101

53
98

303
225

85

353
217

172,363
147,524 
161,485 
102,638
97,673 

109,796 
49,815

1955 - 1956
1956 - 1957
1957 - 1958
1958 - 1959
1959 - I960
1960 - 1961
1961 - 1962

PREVIOUS AND PRESENT SEASONS FIGURES ARE AS FOLLOWS
No. of
Companies 
Operating

3
2
3
3
3
2
1



7.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Administrative Officer.

Total estimated value of catch (As given 
by Albion Star (South Georgia) Ltd.) £833,455, of 
which £412,065 represents Oil, £421,288 Bone and 
Meat Meal and £102 Sperm Teeth.

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary, 
STANLEY.
Falkland Islands*
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SAVING TELEGRAM.

From: The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

To:

SAVING.

G-OVIIWOH

j5TI

F. I. ref:
C. 0. ref:

enclose .‘or infonaation five copies , of’ the report on the 
1961/62 vjhali*'l;<; season '.t South Georgia.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Ten j. ay, 1962.

Date:,.«;2:.
No.

South Borgia . halin-;; Report 1961/62 Season,
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i'r ''orris on

I intend writing a despatch within the next two weeks1. on
South Georgia and in it I will make recommendations about the

abandoned whaling stations, etc.now
2. It would be a great help for me to know the following:-

(a) The dates on which each wh&ling station finally

ceased operations.
(b) Statistics for a period (say 20 years) before they

closed showing the amount of whale oil and seal
oil exported.

? 0 LcfrftS
31 December 1?73

I 
0

yt p l>^£-
1 ' i



SEASONCOMPANY WHALES WHALE OIL 
(BARRELSJ

1957/58 774301515

1841 94055n tt

1958/59 36220 411 2920 1 6743210

1958/59 814 313^5 4309 10942860 1632168 625
24822 4l 81Tonsoerg 770 35151T» tt

1959/60 461 3 154538670 1 830923
30285656 25230Tonsoerg 92011 tt

1627 441029396rt it 721 32631044955 397

1960/61 1026 49780 5964 1418 4502000 21 88 505
1 248 64234321Aloion. Star. tt 53695ft

1961/62 45359 4456 14801183 5688Aloion Star 511

1963/64 73419608 0.21 565 23391 737

1 584 634630 19126 22057

1965 534 386239 9229 735 51 12• >

of the CHR. Salvesen Co. Ltd.,cBased ops in 1963

in 1960.Argentina de esca Companies ceased ops

XT

Nippon. Suisan.
Kaisha Co., Ltd

Nippon Suisan 
Kaisha Co., Ltd.

International 
Fishery Co. Ltd.

C/Argentina de 
Pesca.

South Georgia 
Company Ltd.

C/Argentina de 
Pesca

CHR. Salvasen & 
Co. Ltd.

SOLOdLSS 
(TONS)

FROZEN MEA
3654 ton

AMxjER
GRJtlSE"(Tons)

C/Argentina de 
Pesca.

South Georgia 
Company Ltd.

MEAT 
EXTRACT 
|'ONS)

SPERM TEETH
(4nS)

FROZEN MEAT
2896 tons

'"A ®

FROZEN MEA
1658 ton

SALTED MEA 
—' 2'4 ton

FROZEN MEAT
72^ tons

FINN ERS
3 Totvs 

FROZEN MEAT 
183$ tons

SALTED MEA
55 ton

FINNERS
10 ton

The South Georgia Co.
The Aloion Star

DONE 
MEAL.
VPONS/

53
FROZEN MEAT

1061 tons

SPERM OIL (dARRELS)
MEAT MEAL (TONS)

CHR. Salvesen 
& Co., Ltd.

Ltd. ,
& South Georgia Companies ceased operations in 1$'63, and, 

The Nippon Suisan Kaisha end Internatio:lai Fishery C<mpanies in 1965* 
The Tonsuerg ard Compania

was a suosiiiary company
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Revenue for 1962/63 amounted t
£100,QUO was received irum ner majesty's uovenimeut in

□xce^6eutn-Vreurgia~

19o2/63 was £251,o2b which includes
special expenditure of £137,633. The largest single item

£179,763.
The general revenue balance at both June,

£6,326.

I
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hue Uiiiuea ^xiigaoui as a grant.’

1
DEP§i

P O'

in addition «ne Depenaencxes

Reserve Fond^wiixch amounted to £111,09u wafl feranoforx»oa ver

" ' 0 7
/ /

Expenditure in

u £149,0o2 of which

xyod, was

of expenditure was incurred on tne "flew Discovery nouse’’


