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63/22.8.G. No The Magistrate 1s Office,

South Georgia,

IOth.June 1922.

Sir,
I have the honour to forward herewith my report on tl

the whale oil industry of South Georgia for the season endec
31st.May 1922 for the information of His Excellency the

Governor.
2. During the season under review a total catch of

3350 whales was made,yielding in all 245762 barrels of oil
as against 3705 whales and 176997 barrels of oil of the

season,shewing a decrease of 355 whales and anprevious
increase in output of 68765 barrels of oil. The total
value of the seasons output in oil may be placed at
£1,228,80C,making the value of each whale about -£367,an
increase in valuation over the previous season of £343815

The number of bags of Guano
obtained was 5077 as againat 11811 of the 20-21 season.

3 The average output of oil per whale during the season

January to March'proved as usual the best months for Blue wt
whales which made the average for those months rise

The Blue whale being in best condition dinconsiderably
February made the average rise to 98 barrels perwhale in
March,as the catch is always slightly in advance of the
output•

nThe Honourable,
’,‘e.The Colonial Secretary,

FAIdllzilTD IBLANDo.

-1 ■

was 73.36yas against 47.8 of the previous season,shewing 
an increase of 26.28 barrels per whale. The month of

14./;BG.1922

in oil and £127 per whale9
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WHALING.
SOUTH GEORGIA.0

No. and class of Whales captured each month.

TotalBottle Nose. Other.Blue. Fin. Sei.
 

September
90783October

12 188160 16November

166December 100 66

•January 16231131

February 113107 6
March 1191_11_6. 2.
April 843a 8—44- 
Al ay 35 3 11

Production of Oil.

No. 3/4.No. 0. No. 1. No. 2. Total.

September 

2064 42671672036October

12427November 465615066265

December 2922 1151230425548

January 12829295938316039
February 92122198 29634051
March 2524.1822. 8186 3840
April 1987408. 4790239-8
May

1456

79282

79282

Hay.. 1.6th.... 1922.... Date 
Manager.

A.E.E*
I

21672
896

1 solemnly declare the foregoing statement to be com-eetotcv^he best of iny knowledge.

■

The following statement shews the number and class of whales captured with
the quantity of oil etc., obtained therefrom, bv the S.QUT.I©®!. AffiASIKQ..&..9.5.4SJW.....’ 

, ~ COMPANY LTD.
during the Season.. 1221/1222

Prom Oct 5th to Deo 1st.
,tDeo 2nd to Hay 6th.

So,Sky s.s. So .Sea ”

_518 254  684 
Stock from 1920/21 Season and^^^
lotal amount, of oil produced during the season  .6.4.67.9.barrels.
Total amount of oil Exported during the season 5.6.714barrels.
Amount awaiting shipment on the 31st May, 19$ 
Loss through settlings etc 
No. or bags of Xxuano obtained...............
No. of whale catchers employed. ~J| _

s-s-.So.Princess s-s- “ So .Maid."* 
' . s.sSb.Breeze
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WHALING.
SOUTH GEORGIA.0

No. and class of Whales captured each month.

Blue. Fin. Bottle Nose.Sei. Other. Total

September

October

32November 18 14

174104 70December

182January 146 36

17912February 167

89March 188

April 4413625

2May 2

Production of Oil.

No. 3/4.No. 0. No. 1. No. 2. Total.

September

October

122 479November 320 37

December 5230 105854384971
5136 1437522455546440J anuary

12798364734092265516February

10564281731744573March

462 27691091April 1216

397 58524May 164

52155

.5.
s.s. “ Pagadromars.s.

(I ' Manager.

The following statement shews the number and class of whales captured with 

the quantify of oil etc., obtained therefrom, by the .Vestfeld Whaling. Company, 
during the Season.. 1.9.?.!r 2 2,..

cc uKarakatta^

Total amount of oil produced during the season.. 52155........ barrels-.
Total amount of oil Exported during the season.. .3567.9 barrels.
Amount awaiting shipment on the 31st May, 19222.20501
No. of bags of Guano obtained 4Q0..

No. of whale catchers employed
tlNorr0na 1’ s.s. “ Norrtfna 2’

"Morelos"
I solemnly declare the foregoing statement to be correct t^the best of my knowledge.
Date....5a. ............192.3..,. ........................



WHALING.
SOUTH GEORGIA.

No. and class of Whales captured each month.

TotalBottle Nose. Other.Blue. Fin. Sei.
 

September

October

November 34 12 46

December 94 43 137
January 128 45 173
February 149 6 1 156
March 76 2 78
April 23 15 9 47
May 10 38 18 66

Production of Oil.

No. 3/4. Total.No. 0. No. 1. No. 2.

September

October

November 1230 620. _9_7-0i 2820-
December 552_5_ 2IL35 -413QQ -1-1-940-
J anuary 5740 1945 5290 12975
February 15500 1370 4550 11420

2700 l*8oMarch 2450 6630

April 700 110 600 1410

May 1000 85 700 1785

•25 815 ii

s.s. “Shova Sorka

I solemnly declare the foregoing statement to be cop’ect/o the best of my knowledge.

Date.. 5Q .0£..May....l92.2*'.« 

Manager.

-

barrels.
barrels.

The following statement shews the number and class of whales captured with 

the quantity of oil etc., obtained therefrom, by the .GO.*.»Lt.d.
during the Season..1.931..- . 19.22«

Total amount of oil produced during the season...4.9*00.0...
Total amount of oil Exported during the season....4.6..862.
Amount awaiting shipment on the 31st May, 192 

No. of bags of Guano obtained
No. of whale catchers employed...4
s.s. “ Subra ” s.s. “ Sedna ” s.s. “
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WHALING.
SOUTH GEORGIA.

No. and class of Whales captured each month.

Blue. Fin. Bottle Nose. TotalSei.

September

October

November 

943854 -2December

4* 143118 25J anuary

117February 4113

March I I105 107

494April 32 13

6410 40 14May

2.u 3 2

No. 3/4.No. 1. No. 2.

October

November 

1402 5526 58,816172208 235 64December

752434 I073I33434 4108 842January

1827 9647 82,5February 333110633426

“1502 II079 103,5March

50681251 103,414138311573April

1242 2999 47,-10401 291425May

s.s.

Date. .s.Ja.'tJW 192.3...

barrels, aver; 78,5 
barrels.

Other.
SPERM

The folio wing statement shews the number and class of whales captured with 
the quanti y of oil etc., obtained therefrom, by the . A/.S... . HVAWAJICSR J...
during the Season.. 192.1/32...

Aver 
total, ageSpe™ No. 0. 

_________ & _o_rl______
September - -

i ?
Production of Oil.

Total amount of oil produced during the season...45050  
Total amount of oil Exported during the season...4923.9  
Amount awaiting shipment on the 31st May, 1922.... 5912 
No. of bags of Guano obtained..2001...
No. of whale catchers employed.3...and from 12 Mar oh 4 

VIKING ” s.s. “ SPERM ” s.s. “ RUGGEN s.s. “HERKULES ” 
from 12/3

1 solemnly declare the foregoing statement to be correct to the best of my knowledge.

 

/ Manager. f



WHALING.
SOUTH GEORGIA.

No. and class of Whales captured each month.

Other. TotalBottle Nose.Blue. Fin. Sei.
 

September

October

November
1RT3212December

lo813
 

95January
14112129February

62755March
26611 9Ypril 
572212May

Total 438

No. 3/4.No. 0. No. 2. Total.No. 1.

September

October

November
1.052712

 
151724275December

8.8923.2541.8347483.c56January 
2.275 10.0973.2739973.B52February
2.7782.653 8.466b2.287 749March

797740 1.864127 2ooApril
3.6971.629536212

34.878

2

2676.4

u Don rnetjtoFooss.s. “ » s.s.s.s.s.s.

I solemnly declare the foregoing statement to be correct to the best of my knowledge.

192^.-..Date 

1*320
11*136 

barrels.

3T.’4&oa^arre Is

May
Total 9T5o9 5.953 10.260

Total amount of oil produced during the season.
Total amount of oil Exported during the season.
Amount awaiting shipment on theJHst May, 192
No. of bags of Guano obtained................
No. of whale catchers employed  

u Grsn&t » r. « Alb&troO”

Production of Oil.

The following statement shews the number*and c^ss^of whales, ^tuigd 

the quantify of oil eb^^JtaingHherefrom, by the ..........
during the Season

si q



WHALING.
SOUTH GEORGIA.

PERIOD 16th Sept..1221...to 31st May..1933...

SEASON.... J-.921t.22- 

TotalOther.Bottle Nose.Sei.Blue. Fin.

 

 
September

October 90-7-£3-
November * 12 26642212

December 6152249364 

768January 618 150
 

February 70640 1665

March 45513440 2

250
  

April 75 40135

2005937 104

No. 3/4.
 

No. I.No. 0. No. 2. Total.
   

September

October 

 

167 2064 4267-2036

November 57482163 15726z1550 6265

December 7916 137206507 41445'13302

19073 13198 598o2x8183January 19348

13581 1526217994 6337 53174 -February

126275275 1207113652March

April 5o973426 3762

105222283 43431801 2095

G
3616

____________________j

44925 M/A*- 
a <

The following statement shews the number and class of whales captured each 
month by the various companies operating.

May
Totals"' 2554 580 102^ ; . 14 3300

The following statement shews the Number of barrels of oil of various grades 
obtained from the above catch of whales each Month.

15901 /

May 
    ““Totals ’71263 40124T 55697 77878 2457627J.4 6' 2-x 10 Humpbacks and 2 Sperm,taken, before notification of the 

prohibition,



*

Whaling .South Georgia, 1921-22.

extracted

100
98 IOCC

95096
90094

92 850
8009o
75088
70086
650.84

4/
60082
5508o
50078 78.
45076

^5..40074
55072
30070
25068

67.20066
15064
10062
506o 6o.
25,58

56
54

53.52
50
48

47
46
44

• The oat ch is shew*to be42 slightly in advance of the output.
4o

shew
Hay.

/U<t

?r.B

Harkings in red 
o Iioh. Aprl, 

98

Table shewing the average number of Barrels of oil 
from each whale during the season 1921.22. 
the catch of Blue Whales.

0o1m. .. Mv*....



z.

S.W.& Seal.
71|. 292.79. 118. 63.Vestfold. 61 •14.

27.So.Georgia. 87. 75. 73. 85. 30.62.
47.82. 103.58. 75. 103.Tonsberg.

82. 136. 71.Pesca 42. 72. 64.
The following shews for comparative purposes the general
average for the past 5 seasons;
1917-18. 1918-19. 1919-20 1920-21. 1921-22.

66.0 49.8 47.853.2 7’3.36

it will be observed above -that in the month of November the
Vestfold shew an average of 14 barrels to the whale,which is
explained as follows; This ompany did not commence operatio

ns till the last, days of November,i,e,.27th,on the 30th.Nov.
the catch was 32 whales,including 14 Pinners,but I doubt if
more than 10 had the Blubber stripped off and 5 or 6
entirely disposed of, hence the low average; likewise din the
month of Hay and average of 292.0 is shewn,and in that month
only 2 whales were taken,and those Sei whales,which render at
most about 20 barrels each,so that the output is really from
whales taken in April.
The following shews the catch of whales,by each company,the
production of oil,and average per whale,with the nO of Catch-

Whale s. Oil. Average. No of Catchers

Jan.
78.

Apr.
57.

64679
52155
49000
45050
34878

5 & 4
5
4
3 & 4
4

933
702
703
574
438

69.3
74.0
69.7
78.5
79.6

Meh.
68.

Hay.
132.

S. W. & Seal. 
Vestfold
So.Georgia 
Tonsberg 
Pesca

ers employed: 
Co.

Oct.
47.

Nov.
66.

Dec.
69.

The following shews the number of barrels of oil extracted 
from the catch of whales each month by the individual coys:

Peb.
81.



5.

4. The Vestfold Company began operations on the 27th,November
and concluded on the 5th.May 1922;during this time 702 whales

400- bags of Ouano were made,no serious effort was taken in
direction by any of the companies,all were more or lessthis
in arriving at Couth Georgia,and every effort was made tclate
the output of oil a record. Since this company took overmake

the Ocean company’s station at New Fortuna Bay,and had it
upon
begin-

ning of December till May,no stop was made work was continued
night and day and the full capacity was loaded every 24 hours.

The capacity of this station is as follows:
each-

total cubic capacity of 42,232. 78 c.f.a
5. The .Southern V/haling and Sealing company began operations
on 3rd.October 1921, and concluded on the 6th.May 1922,during
this time a catch of 933 whales was madeof which 746 were Blue
the average for the season being the lowest of all the company
ies operating,namely 69.32 barrels per frhale,There has undoubi
edly been considerable waste on this station,as will be seen
from the number of Blue whales,44 Blue whales more than the
total catch of the Vestfold company. I made several surprise
visits but on each occasion found the station quite free from
refuse of any kind which is also a demonstration of waste
somewhere,on another occasion Mr Barias made a visit and

reported 47 whales at the buoy,needless to sayd the catchers

x 8T 
x 8T 
x 8T 
x 8 1 
x 8’ 
x 8r

4
38
11

5T 
12’ 
141 
12’ 
10 1
9'

as the best equipped station in South Georgia,Srom the

were taken from which was extracted 52155 barrels of oil,

10 blubber boilers each 12’ x 8’
IC open boilers for re boiling refuse
6 do
7 pressure boilers

do
do
do

showing an average of 74,0 barrels per hwlae, in addition

removed to otromness Hbrm and rebuilt,it may be looked



4,
catchers,were immediately stopped* I remonstrated with the

who denied having caused any waste, although itmanagement
. was reported to me by other companies that the spare whalei
had been seen towing carcasses to sea. It is quite clear
considering the enormous catch of whales,the capacity of th
the station and the comparatively small number of men
employed during the first months,that it would be impossibl
to work up the catch of 5 boats,hence the reason for taking
away the 5th,Catcher.

The capacity of this station is:
each

8 steam boilers with a heating surface of 5847 sq.ft.
A Guano Plant was imported in 1919 but is still lying
on the shore where it was landed.
6. The South Georgia commenced operations on about the
20th.November and made very good progress until the month
of March when their Pressure boiler factory burned down
consequently causing a good deal of waste material and
reduced the average in April to 30 barrels per whale,in
April and May the greater part of the catch was Pin and
Sei whales,which not much could be expected from,as it
took 20 Sei whales to fill all the boilers on the station.
There was practically no blubber worth mentioning but the
meat was excellent and may tons were used on the station
for food. The So.Georgia company operated with 4 catchers
and founfi on many occasions necessary to take them off
catching so as not to overload the station with whale
matter. The present capacity of this station is:

7
4
14
4
6 Bone
6

10 blubber boilers 
Pressure boilers 

do 
do 
do 

boilers 
do

13’
8’ 
11’ 
13’6”x 7’6” 
12’6” x 8’6” 
11(6” x 8' 
11’ x 7’6”

x 7’ 6” 
x 12’ 
x 7’6”



5.

7700 sq.ft.

Heating surface of steam boilers 7400 sq.ft.

No Guano was manufactured as the station no 1 had not been
properly put in order since its partial demolition in 1921
by a snow slide.

The Compania Argentina de Pesca began operations in Decbr.
using at first one catcher,later adding one,and in January two

from which was extracted 34878 barrels,th catch consisted of
314 Blue,96 Pin and 28 Sei whales,the average production per
whale being 79.6 barrels,being the best average of all compan­
ies. During the first two weeks,they were engaged in shifting
the Meat hoists from Steam poxver to electric,and were only
making use of one Pressure boiler factory,which accounts for th

The second Guano Drier was erected during the season and trials

The capacity of this station is as follows;

121
12T

9!
81 
8T 
8’
81
8’

x 121 
x 14’ 
x 9’ 
x 8!
x 121 
x 81

were successful,though little time was given to the makingmof 
Guano 2676.4 bags of ICO kilos each was the total production.

4
22
10

2 Bone

x.7’7" 
x 6(57T 
x8’

low average in December of 42 barrels per whale,which was 
followed in the preceding months by,82. 72. 136.71.and 64.

141
131
121
I0Tx7f

reducing pot.
12Tx6f
9'xl4f

7.

Station No 11. 8 blubber boilers 
4 do

46 Pressure boilers 
6 do
1 Sperm
2 clearing tanks 
2 do

2o blubber boilers
10 pressure boilers 

do 
do 
do 

boile./s

Station No 1. 18 blubber boilers 121 x 'V
8 pressure boilers 12T x 7T

12 clearing tanks of various sizes.
1 Guano Drier 521 long 5’6,T diameter.
4 vertical drying kilns 151 high 128 dia. 

Heating surface of steam Boilers

new Catchers, The catch made by this company was- 438 whales



*

capacity of station continued:
2 horizontal driers and one Ouano Kill,the possible output
in one day is 200 bags of ICC kilos each.
7 steam boilers with a heating surface of 7692 sq.ft.
In addition to steam power electric is used,for the
Blubber cutting ,Blipway,Engineers repairing shop, Meat

i 'all 40 motors are in use,which makes a savinghoists etc,
of some 3000 tons coal per annum

The Tonsberg whaling company,operated from the 3rd8.
December 1921,to 30th.May 1922. From the 3rd.December with
3 Catchers and from 12th.March with 4. The 4th.Catcher only
took about 25 whales during the three months,it being slow
and out of date compared with the modern boats, •The total
catch made by this company was 574 whales , of which
432 were Blue,121 Fin,19 Bel and 2 Sperm,from which was
obtained 45050 barrels or an average per whale of 78.5
barrels,the highest average for the season was in March and
April when 103.4 and 103.5 was reached. This Company had
much trouble with the Catchers during the season which
necessitated them all being slipped some for long periods.
The capacity of this station is:

4 Meat driers for Ouano Factory,capable of producing
250-300 bags per 24 hours,
In course of erection:

This station is very well laid out and capable of a prod­
uction second to no other station,supposing it to
adequately supplied with material.
9. The month of November was,as far as weatehr conditons

12 1
12T
14 ’8

4

x7’62 
x 7’6”

6 Press.Boilers 14’
4 do 10’

x 7’6”
x 7’6”
x 7’6” 

108 x 7’6” ’

12 blubber boilers
24 Pressure boilers 

do 
do



7 .

conditions,were concerned, the "best month of the season,and
large schools of Blue whales and Humpbacks were reported
about 30 miles to the LTw. in additiona few Sperms were also
seen,from the 22nd,to the 25th,the weather changed to a
heavy sea and strong winds,the whales shifted then to the
HE. about 22 miles off shore,but were still numerous,both
Blue and Humpbacks

In December when all the Catchers were hunting,the1C
weather during the whole of the month with but few except­
ions was stormy. Ein whales were observed to remain practie

of Cape George from 10 to
30 miles off shore,until the 20th,when they moved to other
feeding grounds and were replaced by Blue whales and Hump­
backs the latter in great numbers. The Catchers hunting to
the NW report large numbers of Humpbacks,Blue whales are
decreasing in numbers having gone Eastwards,a few Pinners
arriving at the NW feeding grounds,weather at this time
continual snow and fog.
11. January was a month of continued storms snow and fog,
with accompanying heavy sea,The Blue whale was still in
the vicinity of Gape George,sometimes near land but usually
about 30 miles off to ENE,Humpbacks were reported to be
still plentiful,and the Blue whales that were taken were
found to be in excellent condition,the stormy nature of
the weather prevented the smaller catchers hunting,only
the large modern catchers were able to deal with the
large whales in heavy sea.
12. During the first week in the month of February, the
presence of fog was remarkable.accompanied with a high sea
the whales were travelling in all directions,food being in

abundance,many Blue whales were taken between Larsen point

ally the whole time in the HE.



*

8.
Larsen point,or West Cumberland Bay and Cape Charlotte
also off Cooper Island about 20-30 miles. The whaler

Sperm whale off Cape Saunders ,after hunting for a quartea
of an hour,the whale came to the surface and charged the
Catcher hitting her in the bow,the impact was so great
that the boat began leaking at once and was obliged to

for the station on arrival the Pore Peak was found torun
be full of water,on further examination,there were some

in March the weather did not change and no matter13.
in what direction the wind was it blew very hard and work*
-ed up a high sea. it began from the NS and went to ITto
and changed about from SW and W,to South. A school of
Pin whales was encountered by one catcher whose Gunner
informed me ,he had never seen so large a school,and was
able to take 5 without greatly disturbing them,the five
were all females,3 of which were observed to have just
left their young and as milk was still in evidence and
they were without foetus,the other two were practically
dry. I was unable to find out from which direction
these whales came,but they travelled to the Eastward
feeding as they went.

The following month April,was marked by the absence14.
of Blue whales,and although I made repeated enquiries
was unable to find out which direction they had gone,it
was thought however that they had gone to the NS. Pinners
Sei,and a good number of Hight whales were seen,the
former in faulty condition,there were still Humpbacks
and Sperm on the feeding grounds,but the weather was so
rough that no great catches were made,the few Blue whales
that were taken were found to be in excellent condition.

"Sperm" of the Tonsberg whaling Company encountered a

50 -6o rivets loosened and a dent in the plate.
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9.

condition, many of them floating when killed not needing
to be floated artificially. The Catchers at this time

hunting in all directions,the courses steered whenwere

and during the remainder of the day no special course was
steered,at this time also the whales seemed to keep more

species,and as fartogether and in schools of the same
sex. It was still necessayas one could judge of the same

to go a good distance from the land for whales although
there was abundance of food near the shores about 10
miles off,on the West side where the current alters some­
what, the food is usually lying near the shore,at Wilson
harbour the Might whales were seen within a few fathoms
of the beach.
15. In the month of May Might Whales

The
latter taken at this period were in such good condition
that they gave up to and over 200 barrels. The weather
still continued stormy and some of the companies decided
to cease Operations,the few catchers that continued huntin
reported each time,large numbers of whales of all kinds,

Pood was still in abundance and so also was the load
fish known by the kwl whalers as the "T0RSK2 large catches
of this fish were made at 30 miles IIS of Barff Point,one
whaler bringing in 1500 as a few hours catch.
16. I endeavoured many times to acertain the direction

the whales were travelling during the latter months ,but
was informed that food was so plentiful that the whales

leaving the harbours in the morning being W. IT. and ffi. 
however after some 2-|- hours steaming this was altered

Sei,and Finneers

but were unable on account of the snow and fog,prevailing 
to make any catches,also the Firmer s had become very shy,

were numerous but a marked absence of Blue whales.



10.

whales,were ■travelling from 1132 to SE and vice versa,as they
were hunted,although it is doubtless a fact that fresh
batches appeared occasionally,which could be seen by the
poornes of the specimens takeh. It was also reported that
Humpbacks were more numerous than they had been since 1912,
The Ice conditions were similar to that of 1916-17,when
a record catch was made at South Georgia,though in this
case it was farther away from land,vessels arriving reportec
ice ICO miles to the North,and near the coast it was all
to the East and SE. a few bergs were seen in the Sh.
17. The production for the season was better than it had
been for a long time,as a result of the regulation govern-
ing the number of carcasses to be on hand and the power
given to the whaling officers to decide when sufficient
whale matter was on hand. The production could have been
very much better had the Southern whaling and Sealing co,
used u) their catch properly. I have been informed that
from the 3rd.October till the arrival of the s.s.Woodville
on 8th. Beeember-which vessel brought 4-8 merito work the
Pressure boiler factory- that these meat boilers had not

has been indulged in to a serious extent.
18. The Hew regulations worked extremely well in South

Georgia,the regulation governing the number of carcasses
to be on hand at one time,proving an excellent check to
waste,with those companies that are under observation.
Prince Olaf Harbour,is so far away from the centre and

considered the advantages ofHeadquarters that I have
placing an officer permanently there or as often as possibl

been in use,when during this time they had taken no less 
with an average of 63.barrels.than 300 Blue whales.(as many as the Compania Arg,d e Pesca

took the whole season) it is therefore obvious that waste
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11.

possible,and will endeavour to give effect to this next
season

I attach to this report a few photographs depicting19
the various stations in -South Georgia which may be of
interest.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Magistrate.

a a- ■
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tlio South. Shet J.axs has been stated in my notes
season.

Hr»3innli& proposes to station/ a oustone officer at

Prine© Olaf Harbonx',a step which should have a restraining effect

on the wasteful ^ethoas which appear to be practised by this

regard to the reports that

should not exercise .th® power if he can a^oid doing As

stated in my obsc-rvations or* th© Report fro.. South. Shetland for

the season 1921/22 waaliag factories should have material suffici-

Hagendaxwies arc so trying that unduly long periods of slackness

V»,y result in laoour trouble

of 1 921 /22?paragraphs 7 and b<,

S G &

4 c

12s

11c.

I would submit that^havin.

the Humpback is numerous?the Magistrate aig.ht be eaipovered to per­

mit fishing of this species if it should be nccessary/out that ho

Company (Southern Whaling and Sealing)*

ox* the or 6 on

ent to keep the. crows xt work,since the conditions o.' life in the



SUkkARY.

The season was successful$3350 whales produced 245$ 762

barrels oilman average of 73-36 barrels per whale#

76 % of the catch: were Blue Whal©s$the figure for Fin

Whales was very low only 680 being taken ■a

Humpbacks were reported as plentiful in lfovcmbor?De-

cember fcnd January

Oil production shows an increase on the previous sea-

of 25'56 bax'rels per -,r■ -..-, 1 ■.? $ and I;.; in ezeess of whatyouk figure

•;;i:Jit 1j.avo ti so a e .cp e cte ci $ e vc n al 1 o w i u;: or the high proportion of

The a ve 1'ago

anally high in

The Kegulations of 1921 worked satrLsf>ctorily tod

r* Jinnie proposes the ^tc-vtioniiig of ?> Cus'wO:,8#

at Prince Olaf harbour $'which is desirable «>er

runted diu-It is suggested that the hk.gistraie be

;..arcb9Blue .Whales greatly prepordcruted in the Lr

.Blue r/halose

bo

the others#

productio

4.

7 o

3v

of

ei a

5«

cretioaary ;.u'..ers to permit Humpc-ack fishing if neces:.-ar;-®

U

much of tho economy is attributed to theia#

catches for that month#

s Offic-

9e

Ths British Cou;anies do not compare favourably with.

of throe Gow.paaios was ezcc sti-
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STANLEY
13th Soptonbor, 1922.

I have the honour to transmit herewith a report
on

together with the
observations of the Government naturalist on tho report.

at©! 2. of whidh 7Gy
yielded 245,782 barrels of oil. As

compared with the previous season the average yield of
oil per whale increased by S3.3< the yield for 1920-1921
being 47.8 barrels per whale and for 1921*1922 73.36

Tho highest average yield in any previousbarrels•
season was 66 barrels per whale in tho summer of 1917-
1918 when the total catch ws 2751 whaloe of which 68.4
were blue whalos.

I am causing the attention of the local3.
Llanagoi* of the Southern Whaling and Sealing Company to
bo drawn to the low average output of tho factory at
Prince Olaf’s ?:arbowr and I understand that tho
. agistrata is in a position to arrange, if necessary,
for a whaling officer to bo stationed there*

4/

T !' RIGHT HONOURABLE

;; • L. S. CHURCHILL, .P.»

the V.halinp; Season 1921-1922,
Nagistrata of South Georgia,

SECRlT/RV OB STATE rOH SiE COLONIES,

-rn

rv E rs.K- 31X5.
”'■■ -<«*■■*' *' ■■— -tmr--!---■ !■ im i,., ,» i„ ... , 

no. log. 7iT

from nr. E. r>. Linnie,

r/ere rluo whales,

Sir,

®ie total catch of 3,350 whalos,



4 •
iiurapback khalcs are reported to have been plentiful

Time has not permittedduring We season 1921*1922.
of my receiving your views and those of the Trustees

granted for taking humpback shales in trie South
but for the

reasons vvhich are given in paragraph 12 of Mr*
Iiariilton’s observations I propose to authorise the Magis­
trate of South Georgia to use his discretion in granting
temporary permits to fish Humpback v/halos if ho
considers that this is necessary in order to koep the
ywtions working steadily.

J. Middieton.

of the British on the reoomendations of tho
Government naturalist that temporary permits should bo

To Secretary of 
State Mo. 63 of 
15th W, 1922, 
paragraph 4.

as in tho South Shotlands,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Mour most obedient,
Ihirnb 1 o serve nt,

1.21 3outh Georgia,

Shatlancls during t?ne season 1922*1923,



TELEGRAM.
From : The Colonial Secretary
To : The Frp* intra te South Georgia.

Dispatched : 19 09 Time.22nd ptornbe r, 3.IP nr
Received : 19 Time.

OP Tin? lpfTrFpr^JCP TO YOUP pppnpT JUN? pnyr?nMop
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Q^np IN I^^TTpJGpropnyr?n?]<.jm j ir^nT-^ n A^nTTPnc* ?>nnTT k> T™

PICT’^ PWTPACK nrnnp Yott ATJTOnpj^rpAFT mrs TT9T Y^Tm

rnp rjcnrrjoppirrijn}! TN Air ING ^miryniri pr>nv ^rrirvr/ n-’C

TF n-npippK pr ynjrn iTT’nr^C’^nypTpfTP APr^

^rnprenpprp PTvrIN A

rvnpr'n ,iny #

"'prey YJp^

-it J nr

^n.L Oiprp^

OnjTFGFOPGIA



569/22

22 •27th September,

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge
the receipt of yon whaling Report for the season 1921*

and to forward to you for. you?? information
alkland Islands despatch Ho#the attached copy of

103 with enclosure•

I am also to inform you that the report2 «>
the total Fin

not 580 and the increase in
barrels per whale should be 25 <56 and not 26.28 as

I am to request you, in future, to exerciseshewn.
the greatest care in compiling the statistics..

Your obedient servant,

H. Henniker-T7eaton

Colonia1 Sooretary•

South Georgia.

)

I am,

Sir,

The Stipendiary Magistrate,

contained one or two errors namely,
Whales taken was 680,

Sir,

1922,



3ov.tr, Georgia,
1st.November 1122

Sir,
1 have the honour to report the receipt of the

following telegram,received on September 25th.
’xg i s t r at e South G e o r gia.

I have spoken with the manager of Prince Olafs with2
reference to the low production of last year,but as
the management is quite changed locally,! have no fear
of a repetition of last seasons waste.
3 Up to the time of writing,the whales taken have been
Blue whales,with one or two Pinners,no Humpbacks or
other whales have yet been seen;it is of course difficult
to imagine what the outcome of the season will be,as the
whales at present being caught are believed to be the
winter whales,the regular seasons supply not having as

1 have thenhonour to be,
Sir,

The Hon. Colonial .Secretary,

Falkland Ialands.

yet reached the feeding grounds.

hi th reference to your report of the ICth.June Governor 
greatly appreciates measures taken for increasing 
production stop Bequest you direct the attention of 
the manager Prince Olaf to low average production with 
a view to improvement stop In issuing licence to 
catchers orohibit right humpback whales stop You are 
authorized to use your discretion in granting permits 
from week to week to fish Humpbacks if this at the time 
in your opinion necessary in order to keep a station at 
wo r k - S e c r e ta r y ” .

Your obedient servant,

magistrate.

3.G.83/22.

The Magistrate’s Office,



ct,
5No

>

the or; T?.: X-',.

I note •-.■U:.i. satisfaction the reported results
of tu-3 iez re-zj-.l;ictis in ffilnlffiislng-saste, and hope teat

will nyzs reciivud i:y pi*e.hzcocscr* s telo^riun of the 16ta
Cctcbe-r in den he accept '-I yuT reccor-endaliGfis as

regards ths -i.sc.ie of t-r’.ycx’-■j-y p mi its for the taking of
hi-..po . :z waalse during tho .i-Ai X A copy of ak.

1st tor on the subject ahicn has been seat to the British
Ml, sei,in is
attention

... of t-aav letter.
I have the WiGU; to ot

•.

■’ •-• ' ■ :>■ ..

furtuer experience dll CGafir?. thrlr utility.
As rc^.-r-is para^ra^h 4 of ycur dospatcn, ycu .

(Signed) DE VONSHISE.

ericlosed heres-ith, and I wo. Id invite year 
in pdld<T to the second sentence *of pars-

FALKLa,TJD TSUNhS DCCL'G

\ ■ X-v:
. ....

Sir,

govsrncr
j'.' Middleton, esq, c ..g .

Ac. &c. &c

J. h;ore the honair to <-..nkno*lthe receipt 
of yu.:.r ..k'T. do. 103 of the lot:: S >>■'ffi.acr, forwarding 
tus report or; whaling operatit.ne at Sooth Georgia, during

S i.r,
Year aost obedient,

bi mble Servant,

Ji-.i.-.zy, 1'‘33.



58915/1922.

the

irate,
Dependency during the season 1931-32, together with ths
observations of the Government Naturalist on the Report.

3.

the Governor on the 14th October last, regarding the
taking of Humpbacks; and to state that, in the circum­
stances represented,the Secretary of State did not feel
justified in further opposing the view of the local

and

As regards the last paragraph of the despatch,
I affl also to enclose a copy of a telegram received Iron

Zh

With reference so your letter of the 27th July 
(B.M.N.H.2816/22) I am directed oy the Duke of Devonshire

Downing Street, 
y January, 1923.

authorities as regards the issue of temporary permits 
for the taking of this speciesduring the season 1922-23,

THE DIRECTOR,BRITISH MUSEUM, (NATURAL HISTORY).

No.105, + 13th_Sepii

Sir,

to transmit to you, to & laid before the Trustees,
accompanying copy of a despatch free. the Governor of

tne Fairland Islands forwardi;^i’sPcrc Mugis-
South Georgia on ths whaling operations of that



and therafore approved the Governor's recommendations in
the matter. I ie Governor has been informed however that
it is presumed that the reports of the whaling officers
will record all permits granted and give reasons for
tneir issue.

3. no dcu bt, note witlx satisfaction

the reported results of the. hew regulations in substantially
minimising waste; and in this connexion I.am to invite refer­
ence to the Ixfter from this Department of even date regarding

the operations of the lestfold Company.
I aii to request that the photographs accompanying-i.

the Governor's despatch may be returned to this Department
in due course.

I at,

Sir,

Yo>r most obedient Servant,

(Signed) ■

Tire Trustees will,
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TELEGRAM.
The Colonial Secretary.From :

To ; The Magistrate, South Georgia.

Dispatched : 19th February, 19 23 Time. 11.45 a.m

Received : 19 •• Time.

MAGISTRATE

SOUTH GEORGIA.

22ND SEPTEMBER, 1922,TELEGRAM OF PLEASEMY

FULLY MAILBY PERMITSREPORT ON ISSUED TO

HUMPBACKS .FISH

SECRETARY.



1

The magistrate 1 s Cf fice,

South eo rgia,

11th o De c emb er 1922.

3ir,

3• ot embe r, acknov;ledging my report on the wha 1 e
oil industry at South Georgi-

I much regret the obvious clerical errorp

in stating the number of Pin whales at 590
instead of 630,more care will be exercised in
future to render these statistics as correct
^s it is possible.

I have the honour to be,
3ir,

Your obedient servant,

The Eon. Colonial Secretary
Stanley.

3.0.92/22

I have the honour to acknowledge the recea 
ipt of your letter with enclosures dated 4th?/^*

for the past seasox



B.G.No 17/23. The Magistrate’s Office,

•South Georgia,

30 th. Liar ch 1923.

Sir,

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your telegram with regard to permits given for the h
catching of Humpback whales at South Georgia.

2. In the month of November for a certain period,there
scarcity of Blue and' Fin whales and consequently

applications were made to me for permission to take
Humpbacks However as it was early in the season and
there was no reason to thnink that the whales had gone
away entirely,so thought it better to hold over permits
as long as possible. 1 little later Blue whales were
again in evidence and no further mention was made of
Humps until the middle of December,when there had been
a scarcity of the larger species for quite a time.
On the 17th. December I issued permits to all companies
operating to take Humpbacks only on such occasions that
they were unable to take the larger whales,or in
cases where no larger whales had been seen. This permit
was extended for a month,and since the 17th.January no
Humpbacks have been taken,although they are still reporte

is as follows:

306.

South Georgia regarding the protecting4. The opinion in
of the Hump,is that they do not consider it equitable

VE3TF01D 
3.W.& Beal. 
Tonsberg 
So.Georgia
De sea 
Thor 1

60
23
56
34 
7-5 
58

fairly numerous.
3. The numbers taken during the month by each company

was a



equitable,that the Humpback should be protected in
South Georgia for the benefit of the companies operating
on the coast of Africa,who are still permitted to take
them. Last year the companies operating in Africa were:
French Congo from June 26th to October 22nd, catch 616 Humps
with a production of 20000 barrels,using four whalers.
Durban,Premier whaling co. using 8 catchers,took 50 Humps to
each Catcher.

Union whaling Co. with four Catchers took oC Humps to eacl
Catcher.

4. I do not think it will be necessary to give any further
permits for the taking of Humpbacks this season,as up to
the present the regular flow of Blue whales and Pinners
continues.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Magistrate.

Qi


