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Gopy of letter from Mr. J. Stirling re wreck of cutter "Floraﬂ

%/L/ux (/«/(r P 7

Dear Sir, e

A8 I had no word from you up to this morning I wentout
tb see the cutter & took W. Biggs along with me.
She is standing straight up & we put an anchor out which will keeD
her from getting further up on the beach unless it blows extra hard
I think if the tide had risen other I2in. today we would have got
her off; but as it is low tides just now we were defeated,however
we took all the ballest out of her. I am sure if the Samson had
been there she would have pulled her off quite easy as at high

tide there was about 3ft 6in of water a® her sterne

W. Biggs is sure there is very little the matter with her;some of

ner false keel chewed off & the plate at the $0P of her rudder ¥
sprung, also a few of her copper plates a little ragged.

I dont know whether you intend to send the Samson t0 assist her
or not. But if if were sure it wasnt going to blow fpom the south
she would be safe enough as she will float before many days as $he
wxxxx¥x¥8¥tides will be high about the end of the mmmkk week.
However if the Samson is not away before you get this & you cah
let her go I think it would be safest as she is in a dangerous
place & the quicker she is off the better. I dont know how she has
got on the beach as they have all the anchors, Spamer says he »X
picked up the one he lost. But my oplnion is they had only one out
& whenever she began to drag it through the kelp it got choked
with the kelp & therefore would not hold. Of course that is only
my theory & I may be wrong. If they get her dff & W.Biggs thinkse

ghe is not fit for the work I have told Spamer to try & get her




(2)

back to Darwin. '
Therefore MeCall will either have to cinch his fence or let it lie
where it is, for unless you compel me I wont send the Cutter back
there againe

Would you please send out I21bs of Iin. metal nails the first chane
g® Biggs says he will require them for the cutter ifshe gets back

to Darwin which I hope & trust she will

yors truly,
(gigned ) James Stirling.



