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AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS “FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY" VIA RADIO.

22nd. January

or

ager.

) •

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley.

p cdi

3
Che Falkland Islands Co in pa up, Cimited. \ 

--------------- o ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 185l.)o--------------/ X~

REGISTERED 1902.

aa Lessors,

Sir,

rvant,

We understand that Government will consider disposing of 
the building known as the Customs Shed situate between the 
Globe Hotel and Ross Road East, and will either sell us the 
Freehold or grant a leaSre of the land on which it stands.

2. We much appreciate this offer and trust that it may 
be possible for an early decision to be arrived at as our 
need for additional storage is most pressing.

3. We should, of course, prefer to purchase the Freehold 
not only of the land on which the building stands but of the 
triangular section lying between Philomel Street on the West, 
Crozier Place on the South and Ross Road East on the North 
which is of no value to anyone except the owner of the 
building which it encloses.

U* Whilst we would have to utilise the building for 
storage purposes as soon as agreement haa been reached we 
would proceed with its reconditioning with as little delay 
as possible.

We therefore request Government kindly to advise us 
if they will

(a) . State a price for the disposal of the building as
it stands and the Freehold of the land on which it 
is situate,(b) . As (a) but to include the surrounding area detailed
in our third paragraph,

(c). Grant a lease of the building by itself or with the 
surrounding area, if so, the period for which it 
would be granted and the annual rental to be charged.

5. If Government, aa Lessors, did not wish to renovate 
the building this could be covered by the terms of the lease 
and the rental to be charged.

I am.
Sir, 

your obedient
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1617 t.

54*

I arn,

(Sgd) C. CAMPBELL

COLOjM 1AL SECMETA i<¥.

Sir,
I am directed to refer to youx^lette.r of the 

22nd of January, 195U, on the subject of the sale 
of the Government Customs shed and. surrounding land 
and to state that before reaching a final decision 
His .excellency would like to visit and inspect the 
site with you after his forthcoming visit to Darwin,

The Manager,
Falkland Islands company., Limited, 

STANLEY,

29th January,

Sir,Your obedient servant,

/' '' ■

{£).
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C. CfJMfjSELL.

•>

UI ' ii 7

A

1617.

The lonager,
Falkland Islands Uompary, Limited,

SSMO1\

colonial Lecretaiy*
4 ,

I am,
3ir,Your obedient servant,

5th Inarch,

X

Sir,
I am directed to refer to yog letter January

and io ny letter of the 29th January O. T5I2 and to state 
that Govormen€*'is prepared to sell to your Company at an 
agreed price the building known as the Customs Shed situated 
between the Globe Hotel and Rosa Hoad J.aat together with the 
Freehold of the land on which it stands and its isnedi&te 
surrounds i.e* the triangular section of approximately half 
an acre lying between Hiilomel street on the Jest, Crosier 
'Place on the South and Ross Hoad Last on the rlorth.

2. I a:n to request that you will be so good as to make an 
offer for this buildivig and the valuable site on wliidi it stands.

5. Before a final settleiaent is reached it will be necessary 
to demarcate the asaot area which you require and also to take 
into account the reali^ament of the road past .7our oO^pany’a 
offices.



Il

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY" via

19th,March ...

I ■

If this

MANAGER.

Sir,

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, 
STANLEY.

Customs Shed.
We have to thank you for your letter No. 1617 of 5th. 

instant in connection with the disposal of the above build­
ing, and agree that the surrounding land being closely allied 
to the re-alignment of Ross Road had better be discussed sep­
arately.
2. We have not been able to discover the exact age of the 
building but it is definitely older than the century. Meas­
uring approximately 90 feet by 35 feet it contains 3150 square 
feet of floor which, as you say, would be valuable storage 
space if«aequired by the Company. The building itself is de­
crepit and requires stripping before the extent of rust and 
weather damage to steel and timber columns can be estimated.
3- We offer Government £1 ,500 for the freehold site and 
building with access at either end to public roads.
offer is accepted we would require almost immediate possession 
in order to put renovations in hand.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant *

Che Talkland Islands Company, limited, 
° ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER I851.)o ------

REGISTE-RE-D',-K9O2;

& - MARW54 .5
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54.5th April,

Sir,

3.

I am,

(Sgd) C. Campbell

u 
u ■

COLONIAL SECRETARY.Copies to: Supt. Works, Public Works 
Dept,

Registrar, Supreme Court.
Auditor
Colonial Treasurer.

4

I am directed to refer to your letter of the 
19th of March, 1954, and to accept y our offer of 
£.1,500 for the building known as the Customs shed 
and the freehold site on which it stands with 
access at either end to public roads.

The Registrar, Supreme Court, is being- 
asked to arrange the necessary conveyance.

The Manager,
Falkland Islands Company, Ltd., 

STANLEY.

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

oA I I

2. It is agreed that the question of the 
surrounding land is linked with the realignment 
of Ross Road W-esX and will be dealt with 
separately. •



)
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AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY" VIA RADIO.

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter N0o161?
195U advising that our offer of £195OO

for the building known as the Customs Shed and the freehold
has been accepted0land on which it stands 9

Cheque for this sum is enclosed.
-•<1

/Mf1
for Manager.

The Honourable

Stanley

&

4.
^■4r

Cbe Falkland islands Company, Cimited.
0 ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER I85t.)o----------------------------

REGISTERED 1902.

I am 9

The Colonial Secretary.,

Sir 9

Sir ?

8th April3

your obedient servant,

20

dated 5th April5
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5U.

!■

2.

Cai ipbell

COL( >NIAL SECRETARY.

a
The

9

VP

I am uirecte(3~“to forward herewith
517 in respect of a plot of land 

purchased by you in Stanley.

reference to your letter of the 6th of
April, 199-1-, ~ "•
crown , :eant

anager, 
FaIkland Islands ornpany 

STAhLcY.

I ehd to inquest you to acknowledge 
receipt of the Crov/n Grant in uue course*.

I am,

5th July,

fir,

1 .

./1th r 
, 199h-

Six’,
Your obedient servant,

limited,



MEMORANDUM
195^

To 

be

^rom

THE FALKLAND ISLANDS COMPANY LTD.,
STANLEY.

6 th July9

T)ea.r Colin,
I have noticed a mistype in your, letter No. 1617 dated 
195U with reference to the sale of the Customs Shed.

This should, of course.

Co IU
ih sv.

5th April,
In para. 2 you refer to Noss Road West. 
East. I have altered our copy.

Yours sincerely,



AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

9

your o

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary9 

Stanley.

6th July9

Sir 9

. 1 for Manager.

Cbe Falkland Islands Company, CimilecL
° ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 18 5 1. ) O 

REGISTERED 1902.

TELEGRAMS ‘'FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY" via RAOTO.

<<47. ' si.^^SLANOS*^

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
Ho. 1617 dated 5th July9 195U enclosing Crown Grant 
Ho. 517 in respect of the plot of land on which the 
Customs Shed stands9 for which I thank you.

I am9
Sir 5

dient servant5



AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

Uth November*

195U refer.

your

or Manager.

tt

M

k

< ,f

Che Falkland Islands Company, CimitecL
---------------------------- ©(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER I851.)o----------------------------  

REGISTERED 1902.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley.

•J

I 
vjl- 

la

Sir*
Our Head Office have decided that it will be more 

economical to erect a new shed on the site of the Customs 
Shed recently sold to us by Government than to renovate 
the old.

The size of the proposed new building is 105 feet 
by UO feet.

Will you kindly confirm that the Conveyance which 
at present covers the actual site of the old Customs Shed 
would be extended to cover the site required for the 
enlarged Shed which it is proposed to erect. Your letters 

.-/dated 5th April and 17th May, 195U refer. --
I am,

Sir, 
fbedient servant.

Zvk
TELEGRAMS 'FLEETWING PO RT STAN LEY" Vl^'fiA D^O. p|Qy p

% .*

IG -

'T,
X/^7
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13th November

I am,

(Sgd) C. Campbell

COLONIAL SLCHETAKY.

Copy to Superintendent of ,orks.CC/VP

The Manager, 
Falkland

'., i
, 2^"Limited,

r

Sir,Your obedient servant,

‘ i Oi l 
(\

Islands Company, : 
STANLEY.

I am directed to refer to your letter of the 
Uth of November, 195^1-p and to confirm that the 
Conveyance of the site of the customs Shed will 
cover your proposed new building of 105 ft. x 40 ft. provided the extensions are to the south ana west. 
To avoid any misunderstanding in the future it 
would be appreciated if you could mark these exten­
sions on the enclosed plan and return it to this 
office.

Sir,



*

2 Lx

Manager,

16th November^

Sir9

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary^ 

Stanley.

Cbe Falkland Islands Company, timilcd.
------------- ---------o ( INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER I851.)o------------------------------ 

REGISTERED 1902.

I have to thank you for youjrJLet-ter dated No. 1617 
dated 13th November9 195U confirming that the Conveyance 
of the site of the Customs Shed will cover our proposed 
new building provided the extensions are to the south 
and west.

As requested these extensions are marked on your 
plan which is returned herewith.

I am9
Sir 9 

your obedient servant9

■

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS, --------------
---------------------- tCHC U

TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY,'^X^ADrO.

5 7 Nuv J954
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Written at Montevideo
19%

Sir,

own

I submit that the negotiations whereby this transfer 
has been carried out have been conducted ’in camera’ without 
the knowledge of other interested parties such as myself.

The Hon. The Colonial Secretary 
Port Stanley.

ESTATE LOUIS WILLIAMS
Port Stanley
Falkland Islands.

The matter had therefore to remain over for your 
return , and I have therefore ventured to broach the subject 
to you here in Montevideo - and you agreed that I should 
address you a formal letter for your kind attention.

It would-that that piece of Crown Property had been 
transferred to Messrs The Falkland Islands Co. Ltdo and 
that the said company have built the new large shed thereon.

23rd April,

I certainly never visualised that the said company would 
lay pretensions to the Crown Land right in front of Estate Louis 
Williams property (Le. the Globe Hotel site) •

The Falkland Is. Co. Ld. own some 2000 square miles of 
territory in the Colony (mostly* farm lands) and they own 
quite a considerable acreage o® town lands in Port Stanley.

The Estate Louis Williams on the other hand does not 
any farm land. and. its total holding of town land is more or 
less 5 acres (probably nearer *+ acres in all).

I had known for years past that Messrs F.I.Co. desired 
to obtain possession of land in front of their own properties 
(i.e. to the East of my property) but that no Governor and no 
Colonial Secretary would agree to the said company’s pretensions©

Therefore if any entity had a right to be given an 
opportunity to acquire the Crown property where the dilapidated 
old ’Drill Hall’ was situated, I submit that Estate Louis 
Williams should have been offered the first refusalo (Not that 
I should wish to build an ugly utilitarian shed on such a site).

I submit as antecedents that when the Globe Hotel 
dwelling house was built it was built before the Globe Hotel 
itself. And the Crown lands right in front were purposely left vacant - the Government of that day being decidedly 
averse to the frontage of Port Stanley being cluttered up with

£

It would have been my wish to discuss this matter with 
you (Mr. Denton-Thompson) but after my long absence I had many 
administrative problems and much accounting to attehd to - 
and then you , unfortunately, had to make a very urgent 
voyage to the U.K.

When I returned to Port Stanley early in December 
1955\ - after being abroad for some 1? months (incidentally 
I had not been away from Port Stanley since October 19% 5 and 
had not been to Europe since 192?) 9 I was much surprised to find that the old ’Drill Hall’ (later known as a Government 
Bonded Warehouse) situated on Crown Property in front of 
one of our properties known as the ’Globe Hotel’ and the 
attached nice dwelling house , had been taken down and a 
very much larger shed erected on the site.



Page 2t

buildings •

This nice courteous principle has been
forgotten.

but

5

some reply on this subject at

p.p. s.

•G.Rowe.

I shall appreciate 
your convenience, and remain,

All the streets in Stanley were much wider 
than they are today.

’Drill Hall1 shed - 
site into cash,

The Government of that day was careful to consider 
the latent or inherent rights of any property owner to have 
the right to acquire adjacent Crown Lands.

]Yours very trul; ;a£e Louis Williarff

Nov; not only has that been the case 
the Ordinance governing the sale oft any Crown Land 
stipulated that same should be put^for public auction - 
or tender - I have not got the Book of Ordinances before 
me but the law on the point can be verified quite easily.

I feel very hurt about the whole matter 
as I have always relied upon the goodwill of the Administration 
where the interests of my small firm have been concerned, 
and while I knew that Messrs F.I.Co. laid XB pretensions to 
acquire and enclose the open space actually in front of their 
land (offices and old blacksmith’s shop) and that their said 
pretensions were repeatedly rejected by/the Administration , 
I certainly never for one moment imagined that those pretensions 
would eventually be met and enlarged by a transfer being made 
of a Crown property right in front of my own property.

At some later date it was decided that the 
streets were wider than necessary and the layout of the 
town was re-cast and Philomel street and other streets 
were allowed to become their present width. The Crown 
Land by which the wmdth of the streets was reduced was 
offered for sale to the owners of the adjacent plots, 
and it was thus that the ’Globe Hotel* building came into 
being. A wooden structure was attached to the West of 
the already existing dwelling house (built of stone).

I have reason to believe that the negotiations 
that have led to the old site of the ’Drill Hall’ being 
disposed of ’over my head’ as it were , have been conducted 
some years back (at any rate before your appointment) 
almost secretly - I certainly have had no knowledge of the 
transaction having been advertised either in the Gazette 
or in any other form , neither has it been discussed in 
Legislative Council.

I refrain from suggesting any solution to this matter 
but I have no hesitation in suggesting that a grave error has 
been committed and I am the one and only loser. If the Government really wished to improve the site I think this 
could have been done by the removal of the old dilapidated 

if the Government wished to turn the 
then it should have come into the open market 

where I could have had an opportunity to bid for it.
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56

Vol.11 of the Laws).

I am,

that such land should be sold by repealed.Ordinance

Sir, 
Your obedient servant

I am directed to refer to your.letter of the 23rd April in connexion with the site on which the old Drill Hall was situated and the disposal of the site to the Falkland Islands Cow any.

(sCd) A.G. Dentonno.llpson.
COLONIAL SECRN’i'ARI

Sir,

1st June,

2. '7ith regard to the question as to the legal process necessary for the disposal of Crown Land, I would point out that the Land Ordinance of 1903 which contained a stipulation Public Auction has been Section 18 of the existing Ordinance (The Land Cap.36) which provided that Crown lands should not be dealt with or disposed of without the sanction of the Secretary of State was repealed by Ordinance No.2 of 1953, before the question of the disposal of the land in question to the Falkland Islands Comouny arose. The existing Section 13 (Ordinance No. 11 of 195^-0 $> which provides for the disposal of Crown lands by the Gove nor in Council did not come into force until November 19 5U, or approximately seven months after the land was disposed of to the Falkland Islands Company. Consequently at the time of the transaction powers for the disposal of the site were vested in the Governor under Section 16 of the Letters Patent (p.3 - Vol.11 of the Laws).

E.G. Rowe,Estate Louis Williams, c/o The British Club,
A3T/IMR MOJWEVI.DEO

3. The site on which the old Drill Hall was situated was not required by Government a d the hall was not used. The Falkland Islands Company made application for the purchase of the site and old shed for the purpose of providing more effective accommodation for storage purposes and after careful consideration Government concluded that the Company needed the additional space and that it was in the public interest that the transaction took place.



1

3,696 sq. ykx ft. £150.
2. 5U-11.

ittt

1. 5U-
2. 5U.

15-
19.

1 .
22.
30.

7-
31-
9.

53.
53-
53.
53-

53-
53-
53-
53.

Brandon Road.
Moody Street 
Fitzroy Road. 
Brisbane Road. 
Davis Street 
Villiers Street 
Davis Street 
Villiers Street 
Drury Street

Drury Street.
By Met Station.
between John Street 
and Ross Road.

James Street.

King Street
Davis Street

2U perches.
2H perches

1 pole 21|1|- sq links 
2U perches 
10 acres.

£850.
£850.

£U50.£U00.

land - no buildings
semi-detached house
bad state of repair

it
16 perches.

it

£550.
£U00.
£800.

£950. 
£1,100.

£950.£1,250.
£750. £2000. 

£1,000. 
£1,100.

10. u.
5- 5-6.
6. 53.6.8.8.
9.

10.12. 53.
6.
9.

small bungalow 
dwelling house 
dwelling house 
dwelling house 
dwelling house 
dwelling house 
dwelling house and dairy 
small,dwelling house 
small very old 
dwelling house 
old dwelling house 
very small dwelling 
house.
dilapidated dwelling 
stone house

7.10. 53.
1.12.53.

3 acre.
i acre1 rood 28 perches.
1 rood 5 perches, 
acre

24 poles
i acre
4 acre.
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