
A,

SHI/NAV/1 # 16
PORT & MARINE

c.s. 1927.LIGHTS.

No.

Cf- T.V;

H. E. the Governor, SUBJECT.

192 7

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF SMALL AUTOMATIC
5th. Qctbl.

LIGHT ON WEST FALKLANDS.Previous Paper.

MINUTES.
J

Minute from H.

4za

Subsequent Paper.

J

■4

J/.£> 
a. • 

fyiSru. 
kJ 

J

i

<f to

r-\

I
I• •>i
i

I
i 
I

fl

' I

t fat Q

/Zb, Z/4<j Ah J] 5 /o-y 7

•\cX. i aJ-'iz.,

9^Q. *

7

a.CiA<a ^iT'

cid k/i>7. Z^j /X
Lo l^tTLQ^, l7c^u. Lo Z^Z-A .

7’^l'^c ZZe. Za«A ■
//».

□he Governor of 5th October, 19:<7



/h.

k.

<&/^cLy-J^

A n^L>. (a

/Qt,

A; r

Z
3,

i (^^/Vv/

/^ZuL/

<l^""

k-
Z .

f

/ tXKTK>

L

/ ^v/^/4^

F

■ "■ i(

&<£'
1 ■i''%/t..'^:.^

7 rj



C.S.O. No. 
Inside Minute Paper. Sheet No.

/La

>^4^7
CL

/^rUx'cL

r.
• 7" ' /■a

Cl la 2^

c

. //-

7^-

t^' r<a

SA

u^,

47

^y'7^

^/L't^C''- ■'- y

/X
/ &

/

z. G3«^. a..



Hon.Col.Sec.
Direction finding gear has been fitted around

Also all air stations are fittedfor navigation purposes.
and aerial navigation relies almost entirely upon bearings given

The installation of D.F. apparatus at Fox Bayby wireless.
and Stanley would enable approaching ships to take cross-bearings

miles from the Colony.
which do not wish to give their correct position.
The cost is estimated at three hundred pounds for two stations
installed,one at Stanley and one at Fox Bay. i The cost of operation
would be covered by ordinary station operation and maintenance,

please.

4

A- c

/t>. 2/.

Jr

/ iLaJL*

accurately to one degree within a radius of one hundred or more
It would also be useful to locate ships

e
I ZcTlVZ.

27
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the coasts of U.K. America and Canada and is in general use
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Para • 3 •p e

re-erect one of the harbour lights would be £10 plus

the cost of transport from Stanley to the site at Cape

Meredith.. The services of a small vessel would be

required for from 7 to 10 days , according to the weather •

victualling the probable cost would be from £150 to
£210 .
The material could be landed practically at any time

at the above-mentioned creek and a fairly good cart
track , passing round the west side of the high
can be found leading from the landing place to Cape
Meredith .

sand , can no doubt be foundStones for concrete , also
near the site . The Port Stephens Farm would probably
lend or hire a horse and cart for the transport of
all material to the site•

Should the cylinders be landed at KitsPara . 4.
Creek there should be little difficulty in getting

them to the site . A sleigh , such as is used in the
camp for the. transport of fencing posts , etc . , would
be very suitable for this work. Wenever cylinders
are replaced it will take 48 hours as , after they
are in position , they require 24 hours to settle
before the gas can be used . The cylinders are 5’ 9”'
by 9" diameter and weigh 230 lb each. Ben charged they
have to be handled with a certain amount of care .
port Stephens settlement is approximately 16 miles
and Hoste Inlet (the nearest shepherd’s house) 8 miles
distant , overland , from Cape Meredith.

Para . 5•

The Hon. Col. Secy. ,
I beg to submit the following reply

to His Excellency’s minute of 6/11/27; dealing with 

paragraphs 3 to 6 and paragraph 9.

The estimated cost to remove and

The vessel would anchor in Kits Creek , about 3 miles 
be fi-rd 

from Cape Meredith , and the men would sleep dn It at

night. Allowing £20 per diem for the vessel and for

land ,
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There should he no difficulty in this connexion .

’ara . 9 • The estimated cost of a light tower similar to
: that at Navy Point , with a sunvalve , is £230 at Stanley.
The nearest farm to MacBride Head is Port Louis North
the distance being about 9 miles the greater part of
which is swampy ground.

With regard to the suggested light at Cape2 .

Accommodation would be required for a good number of
cylinders and they could be kept in the lantern house .
The lens must be protected from the weather and a lanterj
house of the same size as the one at Point William would.

can be seen . The

| the site , is £2000 . 3/

I of the year * 
Para. 6.

Meredith. I would respectfully mention that the visibility
, of the Harbour Lights is seven miles • This is ample for

complete with spare cylinders etc.
I estimated cost , exclusive of transport from Stanley to

In M.P . 570/25 a

he necessary. A tower as at Point William might not be 
! required at Cape Meredith.

specification of a 16 mile light ,

Para. 5* The length of time is governed by the capacity 
'of the burner , t1^ period of the flash and the number of 1 I • 1
^cylinders in the battery. A 25 litre burner , with a 
(periodicity of 0.3” light and 2.7” dark (under sun-valve 
'control) would run unattended with one cylinder of 50C0 
.litres for from 75 to 90 days , according to the season

I the purpose for which thej? are required , but is not ,
I think , sufficient for isolated lights which arel to be 
picked up by ocean-going navigators making land. The

I Point William Light , though not isolated , has a twelve
1 mile range , and I would venture to suggest that any
1 isolated light which may be erected should have a
I visibility of from 16 to 20 miles .
J With a 75 litre burner a 16 mile light would require

a 20 inch lens and a 17 mile light a 30 inch lens.



1). I would respectfully submit for consideration

This light
would cover the whole group and especially the Jason West
Cay , which is the first danger point for vessels coming
from the westward towards the Falkland Islands . Although
it would be an expensive matter , costing probably over
£3000 , to provide a light of the power suggested , the
advantage to navigators generally would , in my opinion ,
Justify such expenditure. Steeple Jason is over 25

miles from West Point and Jason West Cay is ‘a further
9 miles to the N.W. of Steeple Jason,

invariably sighted by navigators coming to the Falklands
from the Straits whether they are coming to Stanley via

G-roup he is able to work round the coast to Port Stanley*
Should this suggestion be thought worthy of further
consideration , I would suggest that the matter be referred
to Trinity House and to the Board of Trade* To Trinity
House for their views in connexion with the advisability
of placing an unattended light on so dangerous a group of
rocks and islets , and to the Board of Trade as to the
opinions of shipowners having vessels sailing in these
waters and passing these Islands • The opinions of
captains of the P.S.N.Co. vary as to the best positions
for lights; the Sea Lion Islands have been suggested*

29th November , 1927 •

& 
o'

20-mile light on either Steeple 
o 

Jason or Grand Jason Island; showing 360.

Colonial Engineer.

/of//

the North or the South coasts . Once a navigator has 
up

picked/any determined landmark in the Falkland Islands

the question of placing a

I think I am correct in stating that the Jason Group are
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From His Excellency the Governor

to the Honourable the Colonial Secretary.
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Wireless and the Lighthouses.
In the current number of “ Nature ” tech­

nical details are given of the new scheme for a 
chain of wireless signal stations round the 
coasts which the Corporation of Trinity House 
are maturing. Trinity House administers the 
lighthouse service, and as its heads are styled 
“ Elder Brethren it is easy to fall into tho 
mistake of supposing that they are a most con­
servative body. Far from that. Trinity House 
is a very live and up-to-date institution. There ’ 
is never a new device for improving the J 
efficiency of the coastal service that they do not 
immediately make the most of, and now, in! 
these days of rapid scientific development, they 
are lending themselves most readily to the possi­
bilities of safeguarding mariners by enter­
prising use of wireless facilities. This, of 
course, is sound policy. For all one knows 
wireless in time may render lighthouses largely 
obsolete. The first of the chain of radio 
beacons is to be placed on the Scillies. It will 
be a steel lattice tower of 60 feet, and from it 
continuous-wave signals will be discharged into 
space. The working will be almost entirely 
automatic, apd it . is Sflid that the aiitnTn-^tic 
princi pie has bqeh SQ per fee ted th at d pf poJ-.g.. i n 
the equipment can be rpjjpd upon tn pprrppt 
themsejyes. Eddystone and other famous light 
beacons no doubt will continue their romantic 
service for a long time to come, but there are 
certain weather conditions when their powers 
of proclaiming danger are strictly limited. The 
newer devices should have a great future of 
usefulness, at first in supplementing the light­
houses’ services, and perhaps eventually in 
superseding them.



ARNOLD HODSON.

:ght honourable
M.P.,

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.

I

r> V.

/

ISLANDS.
' 219.__ ____

I have the honour to inform you that I have 
had under consideration the question of Improving 
the service of coastal lights in this Colony and 
that inter, .alia the suggestion has been made that 
wireless signal stations might be of value in 
devising a satisfactory solution of the problem.

I have to request therefore that if you 
think proper the Elder Brethren of the Trinity 
House may be asked to furnish for my information 
the latest infomation in regard to this develop­
ment which may be at their disposal.

AMERY,

Sir,
Your most obedient, 

humble servant,

2.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

I have the honour to be,

M. S

Sir,

P.C.,

STANLEY, 
8th November, 1927.
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THE BIGHT HONOURABLEt
t. C. M. S. AMERY, P.C^M.P.,

SECRETARY OF, STATE FOR THE COLONIES.
1

FALKLAND INLANDS.
m,ja

Head v» wiO uurvu uuuax, 01 une Last, Falkland, Cape 
Meredith at the south-east comer of the West 
Falkland, the Sea Lion Islands to the southward 
o± Lafonia, and Steeple or Grand in the Jason 
kroup of islands off the north-west of the West 

Divergency of opinion exists, however

govern .;ent house,
STANLEY, 

1st Larch, 1928.

Sir,
I have the honour to inform you that I have 

had under mjr consideration further the matter to 
which reference is made in my despatch No. 219 
of the 8th of November, 1927, of improving the 
service of coastal lights in the Colony.

2. As you are aware other than the Cape 
rem'oroke Lighthouse and the harbour lights main­
tained in Port v.illiam and in Stanley Harbour 
there are no lights whatsoever around the coasts 
of the Colony and representations have been 
addressed to me from more than one source in regard 
to the danger experienced on this account by 
navigators especially of vessels approaching the 
Colony from the north e.g. Lonte Video or from the 
west e.g. Punta Arenas. It las been suggested 
that a light of some sort should be constructed 
and maintained at various places such as Lacbride

on the north coast of the East Falkland



■
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as

and expense.

It is

tenance

afforded in this manner.

been suggested.
capital and recurrent of a lighthouse proper would 
be a heavy burden on the sole resources of the 
Colony although recoverable in part directly and 
indirectly by the increased facilities in commun­
ications with the outside world which may be 
expected - not indeed to too great a degree - to 
result from the improved aid to navigation to be

'7 «J»

2

lights.

•,WP

infrequent that shins have made Stanley either at 
great risk or after undue delay by reason of 
their uncertainty or of need for caution.
thus a metter of difficulty to decide the relative 
degree of necessity for the provision of new

On the score of accessibility the main- 
in local conditions of an isolated light 

on a remote cape or island will present a problem 
of serious magnitude and it is open to question 
whether justification can be found either for keep­
ing a permanent staff or for leaving an unattended 
light in the majority of the locations which have 

Furthermore the expense both

to the best situation for a light or lights and 
to the best type of light to be provided.

whree factors naturally arise in consider­
ing the matter, namely, necessity, accessibility,

The volume of traffic visiting the 
Colony is you will recall not large although it is 
vital to its existence and the ships employed on 
the service for the most part remain the same for 
a considerable period; wrecks fortunately have been 
of rare occurrence in recent years but it is not



*

4.
I

forward In

(i)
lights around the coasts of the Falkland

(ii)

and

I have the honour to he,
Sir,

Your most obedient,
/ humble servant,

ARNOLD HODSON.

s-

• li

Brethren of the Trinity House 
views which

I would ask that if you think proper the 
matter might before further consideration be 
referred to the Board of Trade and to the Elder

prepared financially and otherwise to 
assist this Government in carrying out 
any particular proposal in this connection.

Islands;
in principle as to the expediency of 
installing unattended lights on isolated 
capes or islands;
as to the extent to which they would be

for favour of any 
they may have to put forward.

particular I would suggest that their advice may 
he sought on the following points :~

generally as to the need for further

■i

3

- 3 -



Downing street,PARKLAND ISLANDS

//No. /

Sir,

•'w •

0I OR

l'c., 6'C •

r!
Z 7f"Ti929>

State)
CC' r.

ARNOLD HODSON, ESQ., C.M.G.,
&c.,

F9Y 
4

intld: A.H.

January, 1928.:

1 have the honour to acknowledge the 

receipt of your despatch No. 219 of the 8th November, 

informing me of the suggestion that, wireless signal, 

stations might be of value in devising a satisfactory 

solution of the problem of improving the service of 

coastal lights.
Before seeking the advice of the Elder 

Brethren of Trinity House upon so vaguely formulated 
a proposal, I shall be glad to learn, in definite 
terns, -.hat the problem is, and hor the use of 

tireless telegraphy may be expected to solve it.

1 h.-ve ths honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient, 

humble Servant,

CJ> I

DUR?"



A

17th April, 1928.

Sir,

9

2.

j. ■

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
STANLEY.

Falkland islands.
HOvl.20.__ _

F

of the 1st

THE LIGHT HONOURABLE
L. C. If. 3. AMERY, x.C., L.P.,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your despatch No. 11 of the 7th of January, 1928 
relative to the suggestion that wireless signal 
stations might be of value in devising a satisfact­
ory solution of the problem of improving the 
service of coastal lights in the Falkland Islands 
and to invite your reference to my despatch No. 94 

of Larch, 1928, which sets out in full 
the nature of the problem which has arisen in this 
connection.

I would explain that the suggestion that 
wireless signal stations might be of value in. its 
solution had origin in the enclosed copy of an 
article from the "Birmingham Daily Post" from which 
it would appear that their use is actually receiv­
ing the consideration of the Elder Brethren of the 
Trinity House.

3. I have to express regret that my despatch 
under reply, No. 219 of the 8th of November, 1927, 
should not have explained in terms sufficiently 
definite the matter in which advice is sought and 
I trust that the further particulars now furnished 
are adequate to elucidate it.

I have the honour to be, 
Sir,

Your most obedient, 

humble servant, 
ARNOLD HODSON.



Copy of an extract from the

WLOSURB TO. FAL-<LAND ISLANDS DELraTCH .%Q._,lgO- 
of the 17th of Ai-RIL, 1928, B

‘’Birmingham Daily i;o&h.

In the current number of ’’Nature” technical details are given of the new scheme for a chain of wireless signal stations round the coasts which the Corporation of Trinity Mouse are maturing. Trinit?/ House administers the licht- > house service, and as its heads are stvled ’’Elder- Brethren” it is easy to fall into the mistake of ^1 supposing that they are a most conservative body. 1 Far from that. Trinity House is a very live and J uo-to-date institution. There is never a new J device for improving the efficiency of the coastal < service that they do not immediately make the most M of, and now, in these days of rapid scientific Idevelopment, they are lending themselves most 1readily to the possibilities of safeguarding J mariners by enterprising use of wireless facilities This, of course, is sound policy. For all one ■ knows wireless in time may render lighthouses J largely obsolete. The first of the chain of Bradio beacons is to be placed on the Scillies. ■It will be a steel lattice tower of 60 feet, and M from it continuous-wave signals will be dischargeo^ into space. The working will be almost entirely 1 automatic, and it is said that the automatic principle has been so perfected that defects in the equipment can be relied upon to correct them- ,4 selves. Eddystone and other famous light beacons no doubt -will continue their romantic service for a long time to come, but there are certain weather conditions when their powers of proclaiming danger are strictly limited. The newer devices should have a great future of usefulness, at first in supplementing the lighthouses’ services, and perhap: eventually in superseding them.



'?ALZL.„uij ISLANDS. Do.street,

Az.o. June, 192*.23

Sir,

.V Larch

Should you consider th&t the need for2.

in due

detailed scheme ”?hich could be laid beforecourse, a

of Trade.the Roard

7.

nondence terminating with Mr. Harcourt’s despatch

on

Sir,

L s. AMERY(Signed)

THS OFFICER

THE OOV3SNOJT OS THE

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

... I\ ) *

CK
/

Your most obedient, 
humble Servant,

the Sea Lion Kocks.
I have the honour to be,

rela ive to the imorovew.ent of the service of coastal 
lights in the Colony, and to 
your in formati on,

further lights is sufficiently pressing to justify 
the expenditure involved, you should submit,

Ho. 94 of the 70th of Se te-dher, 1914 and to enquire 
•hat became of the apparatus intended to be erected

affidNISTEnlNG

transmit to you, for 

a cony of a letter and enclosures 

r'rom the Boar^ o' Trade on the subject.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of Ltr. Hodson’s desn-tch no.94

zhv'

I have to invite attention to the enrres-

of the 1st of



ft
f qQPY-
M. 7545/1928.

Sir,

purpose.

a

setTHE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, 
COLONIAL OFFICE, S.'.V.l.

Mercantile Marine Department,
Board of Trade,

20, Great Smith Street, 
Westminster, S.W.l.

7th June, 1928.

With reference to your letter of the 19th April 
(58772/20), transmitting a copy of a despatch from the 
Governor of the Falkland Islands regarding the improvement 

of the service of coastal lights in the Colony, I am 
directed by the Board of Trade to transmit herewith, for 

the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
a copy of a letter, dated the 3rd May, which they addressed 
to the Corporation of Trinity house, together with a copy 
of the renly, dated the 30th May,received from the Elder 
Brethren.

prepared to assist the Colonial Government financially in 

carrying out any such work, I am to refer to the Board's 
letter of the 16th June, 1920 (M.11365/20) to the Colonial 
Office, relating to the question of the establishment of i 
light on the East Coast of Ceylon in the vicinity of 
Kumari Point, and to state that, in view of the position

As regards the enouiry contained in the Governor's 
desnatch as to the extent to which the Board would be

if

The Board concur in the view expressed by the 
Elder Brethren in the first paragraph of their letter 
concerning the lack of adequate lights round thocoasts of 
the Colony, and consider that some further lighting of the 
coasts should be undertaken if funds are available for the



set out in that letter as regards the provision of net 
Colonial lights, for which the General Lighthouse Fund 
not available-, and the difficulties in the way of fresh 
legislation under Section 670 of the Merchant Shipping Act 
1R94, the Board are not able to afford any financial 

\ assistance towards the cost of providing or maintaining 
'■ any new lights off the coasts of the Falkland Islands.

They regret that they can do no more than co­
operate with the Trinity House in the preparation of a 
scheme on receiving particulars of the sums which the 
Colonial Government are able to devote to the purpose 
from their own resources supplemented possibly by the 
levy of a special due on the snips calling at the Colony 
and making use of the. local lights when established.

In regard to the second paragraph of the Board's 
letter to the Trinity House, I am to invite the attention 
of the Secretary of State to correspondence ending with 
the letter from the Colonial Office to this Department 
dated 26th ^arch, 1912 (0356/1912) regarding tie supply of 
apparatus for a light on the Sea Lion Islands, and to state 
that, as it appears that the light was not established on 
the Sea Lion Islands, the Board will be glad to be informed 
of any subsequent development in regard to the use made of 
the apparatus which was supplied to the Colony.

I have, &c., 
(Signed) G. E. BAKER.



M. 7545/28.

Sir,

s

TOWER HILL, E.C.3.

THE SECRETARY,
TRINITY HOUSE?

Mercantile Marine Department,
Board of Trade,

20, Great Smith Street, 
Westminster, S.W.l.

3rd May, 1928.

F 1
-XdQPY.

I am directed by the Board of Trade to 
transmit herewith, to be laid before the Corporation 
of Trinity House, a cony of a letter, dated the 
19th April, with relative enclosure, which they have 
received from the Colonial Office, regarding the 
improvement of the service of coastal lights in the 
Falkland Islands, and I am to request that the Cider 
Brethren will be so good as to furnish their observa­
tions in the matter.

As regards the reference to the Sea Lion 
Islands inthe second paragraph of the Governor' 
desnatch, I am to invite the attention of the Flder 
Brethren to correspondence, ending with their letter 
of the 16th December, 1911 (L.4101), relating to the 
provision of a beacon light for these islands and 
I an to state that, so far as the Admiralty and this 
Department are aware, the light was not established.

I am, &c.,
(Signed) C. H. GRIMSHAW.
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(COPY.

Ex 1854/192B.

Sir,

necessary

BOARD OF TRADE.

The question as to the number and type of Lights 
which should be established appears to depend directly on 
the nature and volume of thetrade to and from the islands, 
in regard to which no detailed information is available 
at Trinity House, but, sneaking generally, no Unwatched 
Li^it should be employed to mark a position in which it is

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY,
MERCANTILE MARINE DEPARTMENT,

Trinity House,
London, E.C.3.

30th May, 1928.

With reference to your letter of 3rd instant 
(M.7545/28) forwarding for the observations of the Elder 
Brethren a copy of a letter with relative enclosure 
received from the Colonial Office on the question of 
augmenting the Coastal Lights in the Falkland islands, 1 am 
directed to acquaint you, for the information of the Board 
of Trade, that it is observed that the C-overnor of the 
Falkland Islands in his despatch refers to representations 
which have been made to him as to the danger experienced 
by navigators approaching the Colony from the North and 
from the West owing to the lack of any Lights whatever 
round the Coasts of the Colony, apart from Cape Pembroke 
Light House on the East and the Harbour Lights maintained 
in Port William and Stanley Harbour, and the Elder Brethren 
concur in the views expressed that lack of adequate Lights 
must hamper the trade of the Islands so far as navigation 
at night is concerned, 

o



necessary that absolute dependence should be placed on 
the Light, although, apart from this consideration, an 
Unwatched Light is better than no Light at all.

3. If the Elder Brethren can be furnished with 
information as to the Funds which are available for a 
scheme of lighting, they will be prepared to advise as to 
their most suitable and economical disposal for the purpose 
of improving the lighting of the Falkland islands.

I am, &c.,
(Signed) M. K. SMITH.
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L, C. L. S. AfcERY, P.O., ii.?.,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.
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