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SUBJECT.Principal Keeper.

26th August. DEFENCE OF CAPE PEMBROKE LIGHTHOUSE
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and death, struggle in which ourIn view of the life
I trust you will not only give

but also
understand the spirit and sentiment which induces me to

for
in spite of International Law relating

to Lighthouses.
I fully understand that according to International
these Establishments are not to be armed. Yet when

I hear of the ruthless attacks by Nazi airmen on defence-
I fully

realize that International Law will not save us from
if such should come this way; and being situated

and the Port
than

to have the necessary weapons to hit back effectively and9

so play a part in the d fence of the Colony For I
would much prefer to die fighting 9

because of having nothing to defend myself with.
It is said ’’they also serve 9

but that is a policy I hope I am not called upon to adopt.
to serve my

even if it be out here
that spirit and determinal-

but are most essential
with it.

I went through the last war, and my men have had
years experience in the local Defence Force, so are quite
capable of using fire-arms. It is on these grounds I
respectively request to be supplied with 3 Bren Guns and9

a supply of ammunition; one Bren Gun to be supplied with
the necessary equipment for anti-aircraft use.

J

The Accountant General, 
Ministry of Shipping.

attack,

Sir,

Country is now involved,

request to be supplied with arms and ammunition,

than I would surrender,

and I know you will agree Sir,

War Signal Station,

ion are poor weapons against steel,

Country in the best possible manner,
I wish to be prepared,

and even Lighthouses,

Law,

I wish to do my bit.

less Lightships and Tenders,

who only stand and wait”,

defensive purposes,

Cape Pembroke Lighthouse, 
26th August, 19U0.

nothing would please me better,

this your sympathetic reading and consideration.

in a most vital position on these Islands,



2

I am,

Principal- Keeper.

----- -

Trusting this will receive your favourable consideration.

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) William J. Lewis,
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19 4G. 2nd September,

To ...The... .Honourable.
From

olonial Secretary,

Stanley.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

of war an additional man was drafted there by
to be paid

Since then

g .
in his opinion against Admiralty Advances. Lighthouse
is
and agpin I
the efficiency of the -defence o the
watch be keot there.
and
are

in

tor

essential.

ises and also Gape Pembroke will still be of the greatest 
value and in addition.the arrival of the E.L.D.S.
installation there

’..’ar Siand Station officially 
any additional cost should be

this purpose

MINUTE.

1

This is impossible with present staff 
n additional 7, men are wanted, 

• month on duty and

The normal staff at Cane Pembroke Lighthouse..wf 
the Principal Keeper and t”'O assistants:

The

the acting
0. i/c and your predecessor ruled that he was

" most valuable outpost in ad ition 
-. i/ c

No._____________
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

present additional hand be paid bv the admiralty.(b) His agreement "’that continuous watch is

.T.h..e.....O..f f i c e.r Commanding..
Falkland Islands De fence...Force,

■.he Lighthouse h°s become Port

ikt the outbreak

i/c agrees that

from the military Vote, Pay .and Allowances.

as the leave arrangements 
fortnight off.

is proposing that the P.Y 
forced at Goldsworthy Rock as

r
■'ill mean more staff in any case.

Submitted that -
(1) The II.0.i/c be asked to confirm formally

(a) The cost of the three extra men and the present additional hand be paid bv the Admiralty.

the original Defence
Scheme and personnel are being asked for for
I beleive, but there will be some time before this material-

Y/.S.S. be

■’nd the

to its Naval uses
fully agrees that it most desirable for 

/♦

Colony that a continuous

R. A. S. A. D.



Executive Engineer.

I be authorised to post three additional 
men at usual rates.

and subject to satisfactory reply
(2)

(- 2



ftflSM*. 3/3!)

Codress/Plaindress

IJ.O.i/c Psy 5

ri neip al keeper and 10

two assistants extra man was placed ; there on outbreak ofone 15

war. 20

30 •

35

40

45

1400Z/5Goldsworthy Rook.
50

System

7rite 
cross

I Revised 
December, 1935.

P/L Code or Cypher Time of
i RcceiPt J Despatch

__________ l.te__
(riginators Instructions * 
(Indication of Priority, 
Intercept Group, etc.)

•o7

b.-i. fl?Ol

No. of
I Groups:

FROM:

B Wi. 14711/Dr,.',9:?

V 1320b.___

For use in 
Signal 

department 
only

B. & S. Ld. 51.3:125.

NAVAL MESSAGE.

The normal staff at Cape Pembroke is

. repea b

It is considered that this complement is not sufficient 
---------- T— —----------------------------------------- i-———

i i i
to maintain constant and efficient Lookout and that three additional

surcliel oy defence force./ If you a prove of this pnopiose cost of

dmiralty^. This is in addition to

O.in.C. 8.

all four extra men be borne by

7 i i i
men to allowjfor leave arrangements are necessary. Thes.e can be

Port War Signal .Station which it is proposed to set up -at
T .......z / ~GT “

......... 1400Z/5./ dz i/ / r J
___...
Operator j P.O.O.W.



EXCERET. .FROM MINUTE FROM EXECUTIVE ENGINEER OF
13th September, 1940. Original filed, in 147/40.

Allowance to be made in estimates forCane Pembroke.
installation of D.E.L.S. and all possible preliminary
work to be done before their arrival.



148A0*

17th Cepternber, liO.
S E C 5 E T.

I have the honour to forward the attached letter
which has been received from the Principal Keeper,
Cape Pembroke Lighthouse, on the subject of the supply
of 3 Bren Guns and ammunition for defence purposes.

Both the ITaval Officer-in-Charge and the2.
Officer Commanding the Defence Force concur in the
proposals put forward by Ur. Lewis.

1 ara.,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary,.

Sir,

The Accountant General,Ministry of Shipping (A.G.I.k. ) , 
Grand Hotel, Blackpool 

Lancs.ENGLAND.



NAVAL MESSAGE.  

ice

' • Intercept Group.

 J 
FROM:

M.O.I/C Port Stanley ® C.iri.C.S.A. C.S.a.D.

Your 1400Z/5th &ept.

Approved as temporary measure pending arrival of base

signal staff vide Admiralty Message 1717/6th May.

1450Z/17

i 

Date.:
Recyphering or Recoding.

(5/374.) Wt. 30557/D5886. 100m pads. 10/39. B. & S. Ltd. 51-5092.

J

Initials of Cypherer 
or Coder.

Time of Receipt in 
Cypher or Coding 

Office.

 
is Instructions:

.on of Priority,
, NOTWT 

cercise).  

Book or Table to be used for 
Cyphering or Coding.

HA8E-

27.S! r~-

[BRITISH WAI
’!



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

To . Gi 3 Excellency- ■ the. Gove rnor..

Despatched: 19 Ul . Time : 2250.

Received: 19 L..1, Time : 1030.27th February.
19

Please c onfi rm.
SECRETARY OP STATE.

I.D.

Secret.

27 th Pe ■ ?r ua ry ?

Presume pro; osed allocation of the twelve guns on order 
covers protection of the Lighthouse.

With reference to your telegram Mo. 
iiy attention has been drawn to the reouest

I consider all guns in the Colony should be at the 
disposal of the Officer Commanding the Defence Force for 
allocation where he thinks most necessary. One or more 
guns might be sited so as to afford protection Jo the 
Lighthouse. Officer Commanding the Defence Force may 
consider on defence grounds one of the existing eight guns 
should be so sited with temporary mounting for A.A. 
purposes.

From.. Secretary. of ...State.. for. the. ..Colonies 9

ho. 2‘?., ...____ ________________  -- v..._ ____...
?Ta_Chine Guns. V-.r nn lies '.pp/i
by the Lighthouse Keeper at Cape Pembroke for arms and 
ammunition. Understand Naval Officer-in-Charge and.
Officer Commanding Defence Force support tile application.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From His ..Excellency., the Governor.

To Secretary of State for the Colonies..

201.-1 •Despatched : Time : •

Received: 19. .. Time : ,

No.

to yes. If not agreed to Al Ideridge will advise as soon after1
arrival as possible.

GOVERNOR.

G.T.C.

Your telegram 29 Secret if my telegram 33 Secret agreed

7th March9



3rd January, M*
Sir,

I am directed to inform you that it is understood that you are in some doubt as to your present position at Cape Pembroke Lighthouse in regard to Naval and civil duties.

rtf Servant, 

0-' 
for Colonial Secretary*

Mr# W.J» Lewis,Principal Keeper, Cape Pembroke Lighthouse,
*r~ T7-

2. I am to make it clear that you and the two Assistant Keepers come directly under the orders of the Naval Officer in Charge in so far only as this affects your duties at the Port War Signal Station. Questions appertaining to administration and the civil side should as heretofore be referred to the Colonial Secretary. I am. Sir, Your obedien'


