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Letter from Mr. H. Cobh, of 5th January, 1928.



that Fox Jay, Bast was the seat of the Government Head.- . I.jetty there for public purposes, it was in principle
should benew jettyequitable that part of the cost of

defrayed from public funds, but that in the first place
the basis and conditions on whichdefinite proposals as to

the
question re-submitted

I2-1Q

ff>»U JL

fa

the meeting o 
on the 14 th o

a grant should be made,

Extract from minutes of 
Executive Council held

quarters on the best Falklands and to the use made of the

Glerx of the Executive

' the
January, 19 J 3.

It was agreed that having regard to the fact

should be formulated, an
■■ fa ? .1
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large programme of work in harid.

suggested that he could construe

I suggested

fox Bay

l/

73- 2.5

>

__ _

and if he cared I would endeavour to get of the men used to working the machine.and we discussed it at some length.

discussed'the Cobb. questionof a new jet

‘ 1 '■ -< ; ■ ■

concrete piles, was expensive, men.

'whilst at Chartres 1 ty at fox Ba’ with hr.

Concrete blocks and mass work for niers at . would cost 4x4. 5. 0 per cubic yard. This figure would assist Lr. Cobb. The cost of Bandy roint timber for decking and bracing landed at fox Bay he would know.

1 made it very clear to him that it was .impossible for the Covernr.enp to carry out the work owing to them having such a large programme of work in hand'.

Colonial engineer. 
2nd. Ifay, 1928,.

hr. Cobb is concerned in regard to the materials. In this connection the only thing the Government can offer is the cement and the amount would depend on what proportion the Government are prepared, to help, if any.
I submit that the total cost of the work should be known before any definite acti :n is taken.

i : .....   ...  farm hands providing he used concrete with mass concrete." .1. . I    .. ...this class of bridge work was being done and stated that he could dj so if he had a machine.to him that the Government having two wouldipossibly lend him one, t...' him one ■“ He liked the ide?

The jetty he suggested was to be of re-inforced It’was pointed out that this work would take time a^nd also require skilled

t it with spare blocks filledHe visited the bridge site where

Hon. Colonial secretary,
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Hon. Col. Secretary,

i have seen Mr. Peters of the Falkland islands
Company, and he has explained the construction to me,
but unfortunately he has not a copy of the plans.

(2). I am satisfied, however, that the proposed
jetty will be of a good type and of sound construction,
and I estimate that it will take three seasons to complete
— the last 25ft with 11 rp 11 piece being the most expensive
and difficult to erect.

(3). The prices for materials are correct.
(4). With regard to the suggested loan of tools, I

as with rough work of this nature they quickly

\

^LAJ-

a.

S'

7. / 4.9 <^(4

^'*4(-4
01

4 4,
(

Colonial Engineer.
4/2/1929.

2 g

1 stock of the Government, and should be a charge against 
the work, 
wear out and get dropped overboard.

would suggest Mr. Cobb be asked to purchase them from
Messrs the Falkland islands Company. They are not in the

r-
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32/28.

28.

Sir,

1 an to make it clear

use /

> ..

A

2.

17th May,

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 23rd of April, 1928, 
enquiring to what extent, if any. this Government 
will be prepared to assist your firm in the construct
ion of a new jetty at Fox Bay East station under your 
management, and to inform you in reply that His 
Excellency will be glad in view of the use made by 
this Government of the jetty in question for the 
public service to assist your firm in this connection 
in due manner to be determined.

H. V. Cobb, Esq., J.P., Manager,Fox Bay East, WEST FALKLAND.

, however, that His 
Excellency regrets that it will not be possible on 
account of the full programme of public works already 
awaiting execution for the Public Works Department 
actually to undertake the construction of the jetty, 
at any rate for some time to come.

3. I an to explain on the other hand that His 
Excellency will be glad at all times to place the 
advice of the Colonial Engineer at your disposal as 
well as the services of a skilled man or men and the



- 2 -

such as can conveniently

if you desire to

5.
Roberts,

1 cW

accordance with figures presented by Mr. G
the cost of concrete blocks and

4.

It will

use of the necessary plant,

Colonial Engineer, 
mass work for piers at Fox Bay works out at approx
imately SA. 5s. Od the cubic yard.

with estimate, 
the expenditure involved.
to determine the nature of assistance which the

Your obedient servant,
1/ A •

Government will properly be able to afford.
In this connection I would state that in

be spared.
I shall be glad therefore, 

proceed with the proposal made, to receive more 
definite and detailed information from you i.e. a plan 

in regard to the work contemplated and 
then be possible



Decode.

TELEGRAM.

xfeoQK .V.*....C.obb.<....... Fox-BayTO

The . Colonial Secretary ,.. .Stanley.FROM

Time :192Despatched: 1st §ept 1928. 1300

Time :192Received:

COBB,

FOX BAY,

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Glad if you will inform me whethe^you 
intend to proceed with proposal to construct
new jetty at Pox °ay on basis discussed.



Decode.

TELEGRAM.
?9.x..Bay •_Rrom. • H • V . C obb •

The ColonialTo

Despatched: 1922nd Sept. 1928.
3rd Sept. 1928. Time : 1059 •Received: 192

Intend proceeding am now in communication with Peters
of F. I. Co. as regard plan materials estimates intend to
and will inform you all particulars please expect letter
first opportunity.

COBB.

Time : 1245.

Secretary•
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32/28.

30th November, 28.

by

for Colonial Secretary.

say,

new jetty by your firm at Fox Bay East station, I am 
directed by the Acting Governor to invite your reference 
in this connection to paragraph 4 of my letter, No. 32/28 
of the 17th of May, 1928, and to say that on the receipt 
from you of a plan with estimate of the work contemplated 
His Excellency will be glad to consider the grant to you 
for the purpose, subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of State, of assistance calculated, say, on the basis 
of 5Q* up to a sum of £250.

I am,
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, s 9

Sir,
With reference to your letter of the 27th of 

October, 1928, on the proposed grant of assistance 
this Government towards the cost of the erection of a

H. V. Cobb, Esq., J.P.,Manager,Fox Bay East, k WEST FALKLAND.
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1929.FALKUhD ISLANDS
41.0

has

that station.
2.

includin

this!>

of call for

3. I W0U1

9

27th February,

that the

GOVERN El JT HOU 33»
BTAML 1Y.

P.C., to.,?.,TATE FOR 'KE COLONIES.

application made for assistance is not unreasonable 
and certainly merits examination.

jetty at

I have the honour to inform you 
Packe Bros, and company’s 

'lest Falkland

Sir,

&

manager of Messrs.
station at Fox Bay East, .^auu, 
approached me with the request that his principals 
may be granted assistance from ths funds of this 
Government towards the construction of a new

d explain further that the 
jetty'does not extend 

vO allow of the coasting steamers 
land * and s.s. ’’Fie urns’1 

alongside to the inconvenience and

I would explain that,'as you.are no doubt 
the Government headquarters on the 'lest

existing 
sufficiently into the sea. j

, the s.s 
for example,

’Talk.
coming

in rough 1

weather®/7j* c. 'USABLE
‘-WW AUERY, 

OF 3

aware,
Falkland, including the wireloss telegraphy 
station, are situated at. Fox Bay East and that 
considerable use is made of the jetty there belong-

Peeke Bros, and company both forlag to Messrs
official purposes and by the general public 
being the central and usual port
coasting steamers plying between the East and V-est 
Falkland Islands. I consider then that the
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4

done for the residents of I have discussed

the unanimous advice of the members that on the

C.

as
is estimated at

6.

advise/

i

to the risk of the passengers, mails, and 
'flie new jetty which it is proposed 

will permit of these vessels berthing

7'

stores landed.

It is again my desire and my policy to 
render such help as is practicable and proper to the 
owners of stations in the Colony for whom I fear 
little directly is done in comparison with what is

5,

to construct

Stanley.
this matter in Executive Council and I recommend with

weather,

the materials,

at its head.

Engineer,
good type and of sound construction.

apart fron the labour which will 
be supplied from the station, 
between £400 and £450.

I would ask that I may be authorised to 
offer Messrs. Packe Eros, and Company a grant of 
£200 being the approximate half-cost of the cost 
of the materials to be used, such grant to be payable 
only on final completion of the work to the satisfact
ion of the Colonial Engineer who will inspect and

grounds stated some measure of assistance in this 
connection should be granted from the public funds 
to Messrs. Packe Bros, and Company.

The plans and specifications of the projected 
jetty have been drawn up by hr. C. Peters, the 
Engineer of the Falkland Islands Company, and have 
been considered in detail by hr. G. Roberts, Colonial 

who is satisfied that the jetty will be of 
The cost of



- 3 -

advise from time to time while it is in actual

that as against the grant if at any time Lessrs.
& Company should cease to hold the lease

of

I trust, that you will see no cause to
withhold your sanction in this matter and the
in due course receive the authority sought

I have tiie honour to he 9

Sir,

ARNOLD HODSON.

would suggest that in the event of your approval of 
the pronosed grant a stipulation should be added

As the property on which the jetty will 
be erected foims part of a Crown Reserve held on 
leasehold for renewable periods of three years I

I

progress.
7.

the Crown Reserve in question the entire jetty 
would become the absolute possession of this Govern
ment.

8.

Your most obedient humble servant,

t I may

Packs Bros.



32/28.

29.27th February,

With reference to your letter of the 22nd. of
1929

will be addressed, to you in due course.

for Colonial Secretary.

R.

station under your management, I am directed 
by the Governor to infomi you that Eis Excellency has 
been pleased to address the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies in the matter and that a further canmunication

Fox Bay East

Cobb, Esq., J. P.,Manager,essrs. Packe Brothers and Company, Fox Bay East,1 WEST FALKLAND.

January, 1929, in regard to your application for the 
grant to your Company of assistance from the public 
funds towards the cost of a new jetty to be erected at

I an,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Sir,
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32/28

29.

Sir,
In continuation of the letter from this Office of

I am directed, by the
Governor to inform you that the Secretary of State

Colonial

Company should cease to hold the lease of the

2.

9

9 9

I an to request you to notify me when the 
work is commenced.

Sir,
Your obedient servant

/!
J.P.

I am,

25th June,

Crown Reserve on which the jetty will be erected, 
the entire jetty will be the absolute possession 
of this Government.

/ f LX 4 
?Acting Colonial Secretary.

the 30th of November, 1928,

has approved the grant to Messrs. Packs Brothers & 
Company of the sum of £200 towards the cost of a new 
jetty at Fox Bay East, on the following conditions

(1) Ths grant will be payable only on the final 
completion of the work to the satisfaction of the

H. V. Cobb, EscManager/
Messrs. Packe Brothers & Com cany, 

Fox Bay East,WEST FALKLAND.

Engineer who will inspect and advise 
from time to time while it is in actual progress. 
(2) If at any time Messrs. Packe Brothers &



23

Fox Bay,

February 1930.

Sir,

I duly received your letter of June 25th 1929 upon

my return from England, and have submitted the same to

the Directors of this Company..

My Directors instruct me to appeal for a reconsi-

deration of the condition that if at any time Messrs Packs

Bros & Company Limited should cease to hold the Lease of

Crown Reserve at Fox Bay the jetty should become the

absolute property of the Government

They urge the following considerations3c

(i) the lease of the Crown Reserve is renewable for

terms of 3 years only, and although Messrs Packe Bros &

Company have no reason to suppose that their lease will

not be renewed periodically, the fact remains that their

tenure is not absolutely secure, and that by agreeing to

this condition they would be forfeiting any claim to

compensation for improvements under Clause 9 of the Land

Ordinance No. 9 of 1903.

(ii) since the original jetty was built about the

year 1887 Messrs Packe Bros & Company have allowed the

Government the free use of it for the landing of all

materials for the construction of the Post Office, dwelling

the Government officers at Fox Bay.

The jetty has been kept in repair solely by Messrs4 .

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary,

STAHLEY.

the

houses, and all the wireless buildings and plant; also 
regularly for mails and for stores required for the use of

2.

PACKS BROS & COMPANY, LIMITED.



Packs Bros & Company, and when it became necessary to

rebuild it entirely my Directors felt that some assistance

from public funds had really been earned during the past

Consequently any grant-in-aid far rebuilding30 years.

remunerat i on f or ser vicos

rendered in the past for the public benefit, whereas the

My Directors therefore ask that the question may be

reconsidered; in their opinion a more equitable arrangement

would be a contribution towards the cost of the new jetty

in return for the use of the old one for so many years,

and an annual contribution for the future for the use of

the new jetty for landing mails, materials and stores

required by the Government officers’ at Pox Bay

I am,

Sir,

Manager.

$

condition laid down in your letter might have the effect 

of depriving this Company of possibly doubfe the amount.

Your obedient servant,

5.

■-’2J

should be regarded mainly as



32/28.

Sth March, 30.

Sir,

in the matter of the proposed grant of assistance to
your Company for the construction of a new jetty at

I an directed by the Governor to inform
you that His Excellency is prepared, subject to the
approval of the secretary of state, to waive the
stipulation that the new jetty should become the absol
ute property of the Government in the event of your
Company ceasing to hold the lease of the Crown Reserve
at Fox Bay on the understanding that the Government
shall enjoy free and unrestricted use of the new jetty
for public services without payment to your Company.

I request you to inform me as early as conven-2.
lent whether this proposal meets with the approval of
the Directors of your Company.

I am,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial secretary.

J.P.,

Sir,

In reply to your letter dated February, 1930,

Fox Bay East,

II. V. Cobb, Esq., 
Manager,
Fox Bay East.
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MINUTE.

19 JI18 th ■■ February

Fr&m
-A /

To
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, Stanley..,.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

M/P. J2/28 _Pox_ Bay., Jetty.

I beg to report that whilst at the West Falklands
Mr Challen inspected the work on the new jetty which is being
undertaken by Mr H.V. Cobb.
(2). lie states that the jetty is being built with
reinforced concrete piles, 12" square, 12" timber bearers and
12" X 6" wailings.
The structure is more than half finished and a first class job

is being made of it.

(3). He was agreeably surprised to find that the work
was so well carried out. He has given me rough sketches of
various parts of the jetty, and I am quite happy in
recommending that the advance of £100 can now be made.

Director of Public Works.

From.

Hon Col Seo,

No_______
♦ (It is requested 

shat, in any refer
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).
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Decode.

TELEGRAM.
Fok Bay.From

Colonial Secretary.To ....

24th February, 19 31 • Time :Despatched :

Received.: 19 Time :

Cobb.

Reference your telegram 22nd. February we agree to free 
and. unconditional use for Public Services after initial part 
payment subsidy.

Mr. Cobb,



g,3-

G0VERHU3JT HOUbffi,

STANLEY •

6th Aarch, 1931.X’ALhLLiW ISLANDS.

I<o. 41,

lAy Lord,

1 have the honour to refer to Ar. Amery’s despatch
No. 48 of the 22nd of April, 1929, and to state that Messrs.
Packs Bros, and Company have completed more than the one
half of the work on the construction of the new jetty
at the Company’s station at Fox Bay Last, rtest Falkland,
and that the Director of Public jorks under whose super
vision the work has been inspected reports that he is fully
satisfied and in fact agreeably surprised at the thorough
manner in which it is being carried out.

In accordance with the instructions left by Ar.2 •
Hodson therefore X have authorised the payment to the
Company of the sum of £100 as an instalment of the
promised grant.

I have thought it proper to report this payment3.
ordship in view of the terms of paragraph 6 ofto Your

mr. Hodson’s despatch No. 43. of the 27th of February,
1929, where it is stated that the grant will be payable

In authorisingonly on the final completion of the work.
the payment I have made it clear that it is conditional
on Your Lordship’s approval being obtained and that in
the contrary case the Company will become liable to a refund.

4. Another modification of the original arrangement
which has been agreed to by Ar. Hodson on the further
representations of the Company is that the stipulation

contained/

TIU HIGHT HONOUiUBLE
LORD lAuBFILLD Ob’ l^BSFILLD CORN .JR, P.C., 

BLCRLTaRY Qt blJ/TB FOR THS COLONIES.



22.''

2 -

contained in paragraph 7 of Mr. Hodson’s despatch above
mentioned regarding the eventual ownership of the new
jetty shall be waived on the understanding that this
Government shall enjoy free and unrestricted use of the
new jetty for public services without payment to the
Company.

5.
Your Lordship’s sanction to these comparatively minor
alterations in the proposals previously approved and to
explain that the delay which has occurred.. in dealing
with the matter is due primarily to the dilatoriness shewn
by Messrs. Pa eke Bros, and Company’s manager in attending
to his correspondence.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

J. M. ELLIS.

Your Lordship’s most 
obedient humble servant,

I have formally to seek, on behalf of Mr. Hodson,



32/28.

51.6th llarch,

Sir,

With reference to the correspondence terminated with
I an directedyour telegram. of the 24th of February, 1931 9

to inform you that consequent on the favourable report
received from the Director of Public «orks relative to the
work which is being carried out on the extension of the
jetty at Fox Bay East, the
to approve the payment. to your Company of the sum of £100
as an instalment of the grant of £200 promised by the
Government on the understanding already expressed.

I am to add that the amount in question has been2.
placed to ;he credit of your Company with the Falkland
islun-Js Do.--.pany, Limited, Stanley.

I am to make it clear with especial reference to
that

this grant is subject to the approval of the Secretary of
State being obtained to the waiving of the stipulation
relative to the eventual ownership of the jetty and that

£100.
1 am,

Sir,

• <
>

lour obedient servant, 

y £

in 
the case of such approval not being obtained your Company 
will become liable to refund the aforesaid amount of

H. V. Cobb, Esq
manager,

Packe Bros, and Company,
Foz Bay East,

UEST FAIKUND.

acting Governor has been pleased

the letter from this office of the Sth of iaarch, 1930,

., J.P.,

for Colonial Secretary.



32/28.

31.

I am directed to inform, you that the Treasurer has
been re quested to effect payment to you of the sum of

Pack© Bros, and Company
as an Instalment of a grant of £200 which is being made
by this Government towards the cost of the extension oix
the Company’s jetty at Fox nay East

I am to say that this payment is conditional
on the approval of the Secretary of State as has beeni

explained in a letter to Messrs. Pack© Bros, ana Company’s
and that in the event of such approval not being

become liable to refund theobtained the Company will
aforesaid sum of £100.

I am,

Your obedient servant,

for Colonial Secretary.

2.

Sir,

6th March,

Manager5

Sir,

The Manager of the
Falkland Islands Company, Ltd., 

S T A N L E Y.

£100 for the credit of Messrs.



Sir,

Sir,

(Signed) PA®8FI£Sa

iliE OFFICER A’£t/!1«IS 1EKING
THE OF

THE. FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Your most obedient,
humble servant,

FALKLAND ISLANDS-
No.

W

1 iiave the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of your despatch Ko.41 of the 6th of 
March, and to inform you that I approve the 
payment of the sum of X1OO as an instalment of 
the promised grant to Messrs, packe Brothers and

1931 >

Downing street,
April ,1931.

Company in respect of the work on the 
construction of the new jetty at the Company's 
station at Fox Bay East, Nest Falkland.

2. I also approve of the stipulation 
regarding the eventual ownership of the new 
jetty being waived on the understanding 
specified in your despatch.

1 iiave the honour to be,



32/23,

I an dir go ted to inform. you that the Ao ting
Governor has received a despatch from the Secretary of
State Intimating that the total sum of
your Company towards the cost of building a new jetty at

ast on completion of the work and that the stip-Eox Bay
ulation previously made as to the eventual ownership of the
jetty may be waived on the understanding that this Government
shall enjoy free and unrestricted use thereof for public
services without payment to your Company.

I am to request that you will be so good as to furnisl

’four obedient servant,

tai al Secretary.for Go.

.gment of this letter.

51.

2.
me with a formal acknowledge

J.P.,

I am,

4th June,

H. V. Cobb, Esq.,
Manage i1, 

Packe Bros, and Company, 
Fox Bay East,

MfST JaLiUuu'fU.

£200 nay be paid to

March. 1951,

Sir,
In continuation of my letter No. 32/28 of the 6th of

sir,



38

31

&

je

32/28.

2.

Sir,

of

Sir,
zciir obedient servant,

V
Colonial Secretary.

I am,

31st August,

I am directed to vc-'uest that you •,7ill he good 
enough to furnish me at your convenience with a formal 
aclmbwlcdsment of the receipt of the letter addressed 
to you from this office fo. 32/23 of the 4th of June 
1931, on the subject of the grant to your Company 

the sum of 3200 towards the cost of building a new 
ty at Fox Bay East.

I •‘?.m to acid that it is now understood that 
it is unlikely that your Company will ho able to complete 
the worn in the immediate future.

H. V. Cobb, Esq., J.J?., Manager. ’ ' •Fox Baym East.
’.Vest Falkland.
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f.

32/28.

8th October, 31.

I am directed, to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter- of the 27th of September on the subject of9

the grant of £200 which is being made to your Gompajf oy

this Government in connection with the recons tructi^n of Ve
and to thank you for th kind

promise of assistance contained in the concluding
P

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient ser^-t

i

Colonial Seerety

aragraph

1231.

Sir,

the jetty at .rox Bay East,

H. V. Cobb, Esq., J.P., 
manager,

Fox Bay Fast,
'.TEST FALKLAND.


