
R0Y/C0R/1#8

1527

(Formerly)

CO..RON;TTqjt op tl.»T?]3TY 'jUDDI'T 3LIZ.\}^THIT.

CONNECTED FILES.

1 Ao 5

1527/A Special Issue of Stamps.
1 527/3 Applications for •oronation Seats.

'»527/C (5-7 removed to)Committee.

(16-1 7 emove d t o)

SUBJECT :

I \ i
NL’MBh.. t iND YEAR.

1 527/G-
1 527/H

Mow Coinage.
Recommendations of the Committee.

1
5
2
7

1527/3
15.27/E

Death of His Majesty King George VI and Accession of’ Her 
Majesty Que’en Elizabeth II.

iv

c.s.o.f-7

V/1

Defence Force Represent at ives.
Civi/1 Representative
Award of Coronation Medals,

V 'Fl ',1 -»1 A



< 52L?Ref: OORo 55/61+/01

DESPATCH
CIRCULAR 566/52
CONFIDENTIAL

S.W.1.
1952.

3.

(For the Secretary of State)

S’AliZLAlsD I£1.iAKD3

This circular has been addressed, to all 
Colonies and Protectorates.,

I have the honour to be
Sir,

Your most obedient 
humble Servant

Co Oo

CORONATION.
Sir,

LONDON,

2. I shall be addressing you in due course about j
Coronation arrangements generally. In the meantime, /
however, I am in a position to inform you that it is 
Her Majesty’s wish that, except in very special circumstances, 
Governors shall remain in their territories during the 
period of the celebrations, in order that they may be 
available, as Her Majesty’s Representatives, to preside 
over such local ceremonies and festivities as may be 
arranged.

THE CHURCH HOUSE,
GREAT SMITH STREET,

As you will be aware, it was announced from 
Buckingham Palace on the 28th April that The Queen has 
been pleased to appoint Tuesday, the 2nd June, 1953? to 
be the day of Her Majesty’s Coronation.

6th June,

I 5 JUL 1962



Refs CORo56/57/01

oCIRCULAR

LONDON
1Uth June91952*

CORONATION

2,

9

(For the Secretary of State)

TEE OFFICER ADMINISTERING
1

THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

7

DESPATCH
c.o.

w

Sir,

THE CHURCH HOUSE9

GREAT SMITH STREET9

I have the honour to hep 
Sir 9

Your most obedient 
humble Servant9

ROYAL PROCLAMATION,

I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of 
the "London Gazette” of the 6th June, containing a 
Royal Proclamation concerning Her Majesty’s Coronation*

This circular has been addressed to all Colonies 
and Protectorates etc., and to the East Africa High Commission, 
the West African Inter-Territorial Secretariat, the Central 
African Council, the Development and Welfare Organization in 
the West Indies and the Commissioner-General, Singapore* 
It has been sent to the High Commissioner, Federation of 
Malaya, under cover of a separate despatch.

, S0W0Krsjuiw Si
/"•'•-.I
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Fhe London Gazetter

EXTRAORDINARY
jpubltsbefc by <auti)ontp

Registered as a Newspaper

FRIDAY, 6 JUNE, 1952

John 
Justice

BY THE QUEEN.

A Proclamation.
Declaring Her Majesty’s Pleasure touching Her 

Royal Coronation and the Solemnity thereof.
ELIZABETH R.

and Counsellor Bernard Marmaduke Duke of Nor­
folk, Earl Marshal and Hereditary Marshal of 
England ; Our right trusty and right entirely beloved 
Cousin and Counsellor Douglas Duke of Hamilton 
and Brandon, Lord Steward of Our Household ; Our 
right trusty and right entirely beloved Cousin and 
Counsellor Henry Hugh Arthur Fitzroy Duke of 
Beaufort, Master of Our Horse ; Our right trusty 
and right entirely beloved Cousin and Counsellor 
Walter John Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry; 
Our right trusty and entirely beloved Cousin and 
Counsellor Robert Arthur James Marquess of 
Salisbury, one of Our Principal Secretaries of State ; 
Our right trusty and right well beloved Cousin and 
Counsellor George Herbert Hyde Earl of 
Clarendon, Lord Chamberlain of Our Household; 
Our right trusty and right well beloved Cousin and 
Counsellor Albert Edward Harry Meyer Archibald 
Earl of Rosebery ; Our right trusty and right well 
beloved Cousin and Counsellor Henry Charles 
Ponsonby Earl of Drogheda ; Our right trusty and 
right well beloved Cousin and Counsellor Rowland 
Thomas Earl of Cromer ; Our right trusty and right 
well beloved Cousin and Counsellor Alexander 
Augustus Frederick William Alfred George Earl 
of Athlone ; Our right trusty and right well beloved 
Cousin and Counsellor William Allen Earl Jowitt; , 
Our right trusty and right well beloved Cousin 
and Counsellor Harold Rupert Leofric George Earl 
Alexander of Tunis, Our Minister of Defence ; Our 
right trusty and well beloved Cousin and Coun­
sellor Herbert Louis Viscount Samuel; The Right 
Reverend Father in God Our right trusty and well 
beloved Counsellor John William Charles by Divine 
Permission Lord Bishop of London ; Our right trusty 
and well beloved Counsellor William Philip Lord 
De L’Isle and Dudley, one of Our Principal Secre­
taries of State ; Our right trusty and well beloved 
Counsellor Samuel Lowry Lord Porter, Lord of 
Appeal in Ordinary ; Our right trusty and well 
beloved Counsellor Rayner Lord Goddard, Lord 
Chief Justice of England; Our right trusty and 
well beloved Counsellor John Clarke Lord 
MacDermott, Lord Chief Justice of Northern 
Ireland ; Our right trusty and well beloved Coun­
sellors Sir David Patrick Maxwell Fyfe; Robert 
Anthony Eden; Oliver Lyttelton; Antony Henry 
Head ; and James Gray Stuart; five of Our Prin­
cipal Secretaries of State; Our right trusty and 
well beloved Counsellor Herbert Stanley Morrison ; 
Our right trusty and well beloved Counsellor Clement 
Richard Attlee ; Our right trusty and well beloved

WHEREAS We have resolved, by the Favour and 
Blessing of Almighty God, to celebrate the Solemnity 
of Our Royal Coronation at Westminster upon 
Tuesday the Second Day of June next; and foras­
much as by ancient Customs and Usages of this 
Realm, as also in regard of divers Tenures of sundry 
Manors, Lands, and other Hereditaments many of 
Our loving Subjects do claim and are bound to do 
and perform divers Services on the said Day, and 
at the Time of the Coronation, as in Times prece­
dent their Ancestors and those from whom they 
claim have done and performed at the Coronations 
of Our famous Progenitors and Predecessors, Kings 
and Queens of this Realm ; We, therefore, out of 
Our Princely Care for the Preservation of the lawful 
Rights and Inheritances of Our loving Subjects 
whom it may concern, have thought fit to give 
Notice of and publish Our Resolution therein ; and 
do hereby give Notice of and publish the same 
accordingly: And We do hereby further signify, 
That, by Our Commission under Our Great Seal 
of the Realm, We have appointed and authorized 
Our most dearly beloved Husband Philip Duke 
of Edinburgh ; Our most dear and entirely beloved 
Uncle and most faithful Counsellor Henry William 
Frederick Albert Duke of Gloucester; The Most 
Reverend Father in God Our right trusty and well 
beloved Counsellor Geoffrey Francis by Divine 
Providence Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate 
of All England and Metropolitan ; Our right trusty 
and well beloved Counsellor Gavin Turnbull Lord 
Simonds, Our Chancellor of Great Britain ; The Most 
Reverend Father in God Our right trusty and well 
beloved Counsellor Cyril Forster by Divine Pro­
vidence Archbishop of York, Primate of England 
and Metropolitan; Our right trusty and well 
beloved Counsellor Winston Leonard Spencer- 
Churchill, First Lord of Our Treasury ; Our right 
trusty and well beloved Counsellor Frederick James 
Lord Woolton, President of Our Council ; Our right 
trusty and well beloved Counsellor Harry Frederick 
Comfort Crookshank, Keeper of Our Privy Seal ; 
Our right trusty and right entirely beloved Cousin
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Counsellor Thomas Mackay Lord Cooper, Lord 
Justice General and President of the Court of Session 
in Scotland; Our right trusty and well beloved 
Counsellor Richard Austen Butler, Our Chancellor ■ 
and Under-Treasurer of Our Exchequer; Our right 
trusty and well beloved Counsellor Sir Alan 
Frederick Lascelles, Our Private Secretary ; Our 
right trusty and well beloved Counsellor James 
Chuter Ede; Our right trusty and well beloved 
Counsellor Clement Edward Davies ; Our right trusty 
and well beloved Counsellor Sir Francis Raymond 
Evershed, Master of the Rolls; Our right trusty 
and well beloved Counsellor James Purdon Lewes 
Thomas. First Commissioner of Our Admiralty ; 
Our right trusty and well beloved Counsellor David 
McAdam Eccles, Our Minister of Works ; and Our 
right trusty and well beloved Counsellor Sir James 
Ulick Francis Canning Alexander, Keeper of Our 
Privy Purse ; or any five or more of them to receive, 
hear, and determine the Petitions and Claims which 
shall be to them exhibited by any of Our loving 
Subjects in this Behalf ; and We do hereby appoint 
such of Our said Commissioners as may be sum­
moned for that Purpose to sit in the Council Cham­
ber at Whitehall upon the first convenient Day 
to be hereafter notified by Publication in the 
London, Edinburgh, and Belfast Gazettes, respec­
tively, and from Time to Time to adjourn as to 
them shall seem meet, for the Execution of Our 
said Commission, which We do thus publish, to the 
Intent that all such Persons whom it may anyways 
concern may know when and where to give their 
Attendance for the exhibiting of their Petitions and 
Claims concerning their Services before mentioned 
to be done and performed at Our said Coronation : 
And We do hereby signify and declare that it is 
Our Royal Will and Pleasure that such Part only 
of the Solemnity and Ceremony of Our Royal Coro­
nation as is usually upon the Coronation of the 
Kings and Queens of this Realm solemnized in 
Westminster Abbey, shall take place. And We 
do further by this Our Royal Proclamation signify 
and declare that We do dispense, upon the Occasion 
of this Our Coronation, with the Services and 
Attendance of all Persons who do claim and are 
bound to do and perform any Services which, accord­
ing to ancient Custom or Usage, are to be per­
formed in Westminster Hall or in the Procession. 
And We do hereby further graciously declare that 
such Dispensation shall not interfere with the Rights 
and Privileges of any of Our loving Subjects to 
claim the Performances of such several Services 
or any of them al any future Coronation. And We 
do hereby, by and with the Advice of Our Privy 
Council, declare and make known to all such of 
Our loving Subjects as it may concern, that it seems 
good to Us that the Committee of Claims shall, 
upon the Occasion of this Our Coronation, exclude 
from their Consideration such Claims as may be 
submitted to them in respect of Rights or Services 
connected with the Parts of the Ceremonial in Times 
past performed in Westminster Hall and with the 
Procession. And We do, by this Our Royal Pro­
clamation, strictly charge and command all Our 
loving Subjects whom it may concern that all Per­
sons, of what Rank or Quality soever they be, who 
either upon Our Letters to them directed, or by 
reason of their Offices and Tenures, or otherwise, 
are to do any Service at the time of Our Corona­
tion, other than Service anciently done and per­
formed in Westminster Hall or in the Procession, 
do duly give their Attendance at the said Solemnity 
on Tuesday the Second Day of June next, in all 
respects furnished and appointed as to so great a 
Solemnity appertained and answerable to the 
Dignities and Places which every one of them respec­
tively holdeth and enjoyeth, and of this they or any 
of them are not to fail, as they will answer the con­
trary at their Perils, unless upon special Reasons 
by Ourself under Our Hand to be allowed. We 
shall dispense with any of their Services or 
Attendances.

Given at Our Court at Buckingham Palace, this 
sixth Day of June, in the Year of our Lord 
One thousand nine hundred and fifty-two, and 
in the First Year of Our Reign.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.

IN GREAT BRITAIN

PRESENT, . J
The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty in Council.® 
IT is this day ordered by Her Majesty in CounciT 

that—
His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, 

K.G., K.T.;
His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester. 

K.G., K.T., K.P., G.M.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O.;
The Most Reverend The Archbishop of 

Canterbury ;
The Lord High Chancellor ;
The Most Reverend The Archbishop of York ;
The Prime Minister ;
The Lord President of the Council;
The Lord Privy Seal;
The Most Noble The Duke of Norfolk, K.G., 

G.C.V.O.;
The Lord Steward ;
The Master of the Horse ;
The Most Noble The Duke of Buccleuch and 

Queensberry, G.C.V.O. ;
The Most Honourable

Salisbury, K.G. ;
The Lord Chamberlain ;
The Right Honourable The Earl of Roseberv, 

K.T., D.S.O., M.C.;
The Right Honourable The Earl of Drogheda, 

K.C.M.G. ;
The Right Honourable The Earl of Cromer, 

G.C.B., G.C.I.E., G.C.V.O. ;
Major-General The Right Honourable The Earl 

of Athlone, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O.. 
D.S.O.;

The Right Honourable Earl Jowitt;
Field Marshal The Right Honourable Earl 

Alexander of Tunis, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., 
C.S.I., D.S.O.. M.C.;

The Right Honourable Viscount Samuel, G.C.B., 
G.B.E.;

The Right Reverend The Bishop of London :
The Right Honourable Lord De L’Isle and 

Dudley, V.C.;
The Right Honourable Lord Porter, G.B.E. ;
The Right Honourable Lord Goddard ;
The Right Honourable Lord MacDermott, M.C. ;
The Right Honourable Sir David Patrick 

Maxwell Fyfe ;
The Right Honourable Robert Anthonv Eden, 

M.C. ;
The Right Honourable Oliver Lyttelton, D.S.O., 

M.C. ;
The Right Honourable Antony Henry Head, 

C.B.E., M.C. ;
The Right Honourable James Gray Stuart, 

M.V.O., M.C. ;
The Right Honourable Herbert Stanley Morrison, 

C.H.;
The Right Honourable Clement Richard Attlee, 

O.M., C.H. ;
The Right Honourable Thomas MacKay Lord 

Cooper, O.B.E. ;
The Right Honourable Richard Austen Butler ;
The Right Honourable Sir Alan Frederick 

Lascelles, G.C.V.O., K.C.B., C.M.G., M.C.;
The Right Honourable James Chuter Ede ;
The Right Honourable Clement Edward Davies ;
The Right Honourable Sir Francis Raymond 

Evershed ;
The Right Honourable James Purdon Lewes 

Thomas;
The Right Honourable David McAdam Eccles ;
The Right Honourable Sir James Ulick Francis 

Canning Alexander, G.C.V.O., K.C.B., C.M.G., 
O.B.E.;

or any five of them, be, and they are hereby, 
appointed a Committee to consider, in accordance 
with such directions, as to the matters to be con­
sidered or otherwise, as Her Majesty may be pleased 
to give, the preparations necessary to be made for 
the Coronation of Her Majesty, and to that end 
Her Majesty is also pleased to order that the said 
Committee shall nominate an Executive Committee.

And Her Majesty, is further pleased to appoint 
Sir Robert Uchtred Eyre Knox, K.C.V.O., D.S.O., to 
act as Secretary to the said Committees.

F. J. Fernau.
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B.B.C. GENERAL OVERSEAS SERVICE
(a)

(t)

(c) In December 1952 a programme

(1) In January 1953 programmes on: -
(i) "The Crown in British History";

(ii)

(a) In February 1953:-

(i) e.g.,

(ii) a

(iii)

In March 1953 a programme on London by floodlight (in 1937)(f) o

(g)

(to)

•

/

A preview of Royal occasions outside London, 
the Highland Gathering and the Royal Show;

CM
W-i. Y >

\ >•. •

In November 1952 a programme about accommodation in the United 
Kingdom, and another about youth hostels and the Youth Hostel 
Movemenr.

a programme on the Court of St. James’s, and a series 
of talks on Coronation figures such as the Heralds, 
Yeomen, Bodyguards, Sovereign’s Escort, Guards of 
Honour, etc.

preview of the Festivals at Edinburgh, Cheltenham, 
Bath, etCo;

on Britain’s National Parks.

"Royal Occasions" (consisting of broadcasts by the 
Queen and the Duke, linked together by the medium 
of narrative,, ) (Subject to Palace permission.)

In April a programme dealing with historical buildings along 
the route, etc., and another on Westminster Abbey.

In October 1952 a programme on "The Stately Homes of England" 
and a series of talks on the lines of the talks going out at 
the present time in the Home Service.

In May 1953 a programme on the Crown Jewels. Towards the end 
of the month three or four programmes already given in the 
Home Service would be reproduced in the Overseas Programme,,
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1953.

Dear Raymer,

J
M.R. Raymer, Bsq. . \ 

\ •

INF. 61/04o

/for ,X'
\

J-

We have been taking a closer look at the 
problems involved in (a) obtaining publicity for 
colonial participation in the Coronation events, 
and (b) ensuring that there is an adequate flow of 
information to individual territories about the 
activities of their own representatives and 
contingents while in the United Kingdom.

a

ilgth January, 
•Q

b*>'

Colonial Office, 
Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, 

S.Wolo

2. As to (a) it is clear that at the time of the 
Coronation events will so crowd in on each other that 
the newspapers and newsreels companies are likely 
to have little space for the colonial element, 
though the more spectacular and colourful 
representatives and contingents will probably be much 
photographed. For our part we shall make sure that 
all possible facilities are available to the Press 
and newsreels companies, and will do everything 
possible to put information in front of them, but 
much will depend, of course, on the willingness of 
the colonial representatives and contingents to be 
interviewed, photographed and filmed. I hope you 
will be able to prepare the ground for this. But 
apart from the events of the Coronation itself, there 
should be good opportunities in advance to obtain 
publicity for colonial aspects. To this end it would 
be helpful if you could let us have as soon as you 
reasonably can, two or three hundred words about your 
contingent in the procession: this item could usefully 
say something about the history of the unit 
represented and its present composition, and also 
about any members of the contingent who have achieved 
particular distinction or are people with particularly 
interesting stories. It would also be helpful to have 
a correct description of uniforms if these are peculiar 
to the unit and have features likely to be unfamiliar 
in the United Kingdom. So, too, if any good news 
photographs were taken of the contingent, or members 
of the contingent, before it sets off, I suggest that 
these should be made available quickly to the United 
Kingdom Press through whatever channels you are 
using (it is, of course, the ’’unusual” shot that will 
attract the attention of picture editors rather than the 
photograph of a formal parade)• Prints of these same 
photographs should come also to us for possible use in 
the C.O.I. overseas services. I have referred here 
only to the contingents since we already have (or 
should have if a request made in the official despatch 
has been met) biographical notes about your official representatives•

3. Publicity might also be obtained, providing it 
is not left too late, for news items about arrangements



1

■though.

Yours sincerely,

CoOjS28&5

;

(C.Y. Carstairs♦)
Director of Information Services•

for your celebrations of the Coronation? especially 
if there is anything in these arrangements that is in 
any way unusual or novel. It is clear that where 
there are efficient local correspondents of the 
London agencies and newspapers this kind of information 
will come through to the press in the normal way, but 
it would nonetheless be helpful if you could, in 
addition to the note about the contingents, let us 
have a note about your Coronation arrangements both 
for overseas use and for possible placing here.

5o I have not mentioned the B.B.C. side of affairs, 
but you can take it that we shall do all we can to get 
the home services including television, interested 
(especially in programmes featuring visitors to the 
United Kingdom) and that we shall help the overseas 
services to get all the facilities they require for 
the special programmes they will certainly put on.

4. Turning now to arrangements for sending back 
news and visual material about the activities of the 
colonic.1 representatives and contingents while in the 
United Kingdom, we shall do our best to see that these 
activities are comprehensively covered in reports, 
photographs and films. This will be a major effort 
since the activities will be concentrated into such a 
short period, and so many territories and people are 
involved. It should help if, as we hope, we are able 
to go ahead with the proposal to bring colonial 
journalists to this country for the Coronation, 
I should perhaps add that looking after these 
journalists, and seeing that they get all the 
facilities they require, will in itself be quite an 
undertaking. Quite apart from the efforts we are able 
to make you may think fit to make some kind of 
arrangement for your contingents and representative 
to report back direct on their activities. On the 
film side, our hope is to be able to get shots for 
’’British News” and to make a film about colonial 
participation in the Coronation.
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Decode.
TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched : Time: 17U57.J.-53 Received: 9.3.53 Time: O8't5

Unnumbered circular 7 th March. Coronation films.
Excellent commercial colour film tr Running
time 27 minutes' with commentary by Robert Donat and containing
much material associated with Coronation and other Royal
occasions is now available for 16mm non- theatrical distribution

approx £45 (repeat £45) per #Mnt less 10 per cent.at Please
cable if you wish to order prints at your expense and if so how

If you require prints but cannot afford to pay please saymany.
and I will consider possibility of supply at United Kingdomso

Bulk order will be placed to cover all requestsexpense..
received by 23 rd March.

SEC :r.

I
!

P/L CGG

File and p.u.
(Intld.)

J.B.9.3.53

V
I
I}

I

Royal Heritage.
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TELEGRAM.

OFFICER ..ADMINISTERING... THE.. GOVERNMENT.From

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERTo SOUTH-GEORGIA.

Time :19Despatched: 1 Maech,. 53 1130

Time :19Received:

Coronation.

What stores and alcohol would you

Would you like any flags and or bunting sent from

4.

OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE 
GOVERNMENT.

Regret fireworks unobtainable but can send verey 
Can you purchase any

C.S.ABOVe to issue.(Intld.)
C.C.
19.3.

G.TC.
CGG

3.
here?

Children will receive Coronation mementos in due 
course and I propose presenting whaling companies and your 
office or house with photographic portraits of the Queen.•

2.
pistol and rounds if desired, 
signal rockets locally?

No.41• Coronation. Please let me have your suggestions 
and requirements for Coronation celebrations South Georgia. 
I visualize that you qill giVe reception for Point residents 
and senior members whaling community which will be 
Government commitment, 
require?
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Decode.
SENT.TELEGRAM

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Received: Time: .Time: 1530Despatched: 1S-3.53

SO

OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GCVERNHBHffl

I
I

G.T.G.UGG

No.62, Following from Campbell for Lloyd begins 
Your letter of 11th December 1952, Tree Pla.nt.ipg* Would 
like to be represeht’e’Tby Major A.I.Fleuret,M.B.E.,E.D., late Administrative Officer South Georgia how living at 
56 Vista Way, Kenton, Harrow. Grateful if you would 
communicate with him and obtain his consent. Ends.
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Ihe Colonial leer taryTo

Time ;79 53Despatched: 27th -.'arch, 1 8. 00
Time :28th harch5Received: Op. 00

half case
whisky and provisions can be obtained

celebration will occur midwinter
1 r o p 0 s e h 0 la i ng 5ception only.

2 ..ill try to obtain rockets locally but grateful
verey pistol and cartridges

i

/L: VP

i *TELEGRAM.

from rm ei t 5tore.

gin only as other

irateful Tor 6 large union jacks.

V

Your Telegram, i'o. Li1 paragraph 1
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Dear Sir,

)//5

Special arrangements have been made to ensure that all our 
regular Wholesale Houses both in London and overseas will have 
supplies for re-sale to the public at the equivalent of 6d. per copy. 
All members of the public enrolling now and before 16th April as 
subscribers will receive the Coronation Number in their normal 
subscription year without additional charge on the subscription 
rate of 25/- per annum post free direct from London.

Overleaf you will find the broad outline of the contents of this 
special number, together with the names and addresses of the leading 
London Export Houses who have already reserved considerable quantities 
for supplying to overseas traders and readers, or your orders will 
be welcomed direct to me at this office.

Yours faithfully,

We have pleasure in asking you to accept the enclosed 
reproduction of the 48 page Coronation Number of ’’London Calling”. 
It would be appreciated if local retailers, libraries and offices 
could be asked to display these leaflets, so that attention may 
be drawn to the BBC’s Coronation plans in sufficient time to 
enable the general public to make sure of their copy.

Overseas correspondents who have already asked for supplies 
will be receiving a separate letter indicating the terms and method 
of delivery. If you have not already placed your own order, may 
we ask you to airmail this to us without delay to reach us at the 
latest Monday, 13th April.

35
TELEPHONE: WELBECK 

15/PNS/GER

BBC PUBLICATIONS
BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

MARYLEBONE HIGH STREET, LONDON, W.i 
TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: BROADCASTS, TELEX, LONDON 

' -.16th March I953

1 APR '’’’n '<A 
' '

’’London Calling” - Coronation Number

V (G.E. Rush)
Assistant Circulation Manager, Export

RADIO TIMES • THE LISTENER • LONDON CALLING • BBC QUARTERLY 
HIER SPRICHT LONDON • ICI LONDRES • LONDON CALLING EUROPE 
SCHOOL BROADCASTING PUBLICATIONS • BBC CONCERT AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS



"London Calling” - Coronation Number

TO THE LISTENER OVERSEAS:

FULL PAGE PORTRAIT OF HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
THE SCENE INSIDE WESTMINSTER ABBEY: by Howard Marshall
THE BBC’S BROADCASTING PLANS (G.O.S. Timings)

By Laurence GilliamROUND THE WORLD HOOK-UP:

THE PAGEANTRY OF THE PROCESSION: by Wynford Vaughan Thomas
THE CEREMONIAL WAY: by Colin Wills
THE QUEEN’S TITLES: by Roger Fulford
THE CROWN JEWELS: by Geoffrey Boumphrey
BUCKINGHAM PALACE: by Audrey Russell
PHOTOGRAPHS AND BIOGRAPHIES OF THE COMMENTATORS

- OR -

(By airmail)

FULL CORONATION WEEK BROADCASTS, THE ORDER OF THE CORONATION 
SERVICE AND A DOUBLE PAGE PLAN OF THE ROYAL ROUTE

Foreword by J.B. Clark, Director of 
External Broadcasting

The Continental Publishers & 
Distributors Ltd., 
101 Southwark Street,
S.E.l.

Messrs. Gordon & Gotch Ltd., 
75/9 Farringdon Street, 
E.C.4.

Inside its four-colour cover there will be 44 pages of special 
articles dealing with the Coronation ceremony, its religious 
significance, its history, order and meaning. Further contents are:

The undermentioned London Wholesalers will be pleased to receive 
inquiries for supplies of this Coronation number:

Messrs. Wm. Dawson & Sons Ltd., 
10 Macklin Street,
W.C.2.

Messrs. W.H. Smith & Son Ltd., 
Strand House, 
Portugal Street,
W.C.2.

BBC Publications,
35 Marylebone High Street, 
W.l.
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BBC PUBLICATIONS
!

THE CORONATION EDITION OF

LONDON CALLING
AT THE USUAL WEEKLY PRICE OF SIXPENCE

I

!

I numerous

London Calling is obtainable throughout the world1

I or

YOU CAN OBTAIN LONDON CALLING DIRECT FROM

!

J

U ■J

I

This special edition will contain full programme details, times 
and wavelengths of BBC broadcasts to the world throughout 
Coronation week, including the descriptions by 
commentators of the whole historic ceremony.

Fully illustrated articles in this issue will tell the story of the 
ceremony, its history, ritual and traditions, setting the scene for 
listeners to the BBC the world over.

I

I

X

I

Each week London Calling brings you 
advance programme details, times and 
wavelengths of daily broadcasts from 
London, together with illustrated broad­
cast talks and articles on current topics 

and world affairs.

You can have 52 issues delivered to you 
for 25/- sterling or the equivalent in local 
currency. A free specimen copy of London 
Calling can be obtained by writing to : 

BBC Publications, 
London, W.l, England.
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Subscriptions taken out now will include the Coronation Edition, 
you can obtain it separately from your usual supplier
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WITH THE COMPLIMENTS

>

25.3.53.

Colonial Secretary, 
Falkland islands

(
Sanctuary Buildings, 

G-t Smith Street, 
London, S.W.1.

;QF THS
iiM>£mation department

Ct>
V This is the publication referred to 

in paragraph ,.7._ of Mr 'Carstairs1 letter 
N0.96U17 of 27.6,52. The Central office 
of Information are sending you 
separately a further five copies.
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in the streets of London

THE QUEEN
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

came to the throne when her well­
beloved father King George VI died 
on February 6, 1952. Many parts 
of the Commonwealth heard the 
Proclamation. In London heralds pro­
claimed to the people: ‘The High and 
Mighty Princess Elizabeth Alexandra 
Mary is now become Queen Elizabeth 
the Second, by the Grace of God 
Queen of this Realm and of all her 
other Realms and Territories. Head 
of the Commonwealth’. Now after 
many months of preparation comes 
the magnificent ceremony of Her 
Majesty’s Coronation. The splendid 
pageantry which has grown up with the crowning of the long line of Kings 
and Queens again blazes forth in the streets of London and in Westminster 
Abbey. Near and far the peoples of the Commonwealth of Nations join together 
in joyful celebration of this memorable and glorious day.



.^1

THE SPUES

THE AMPULLATHE SPOONTHE ORB OE ENGLAND

Q n THE SWORDS OF STATE

><SL

THE RING

a
THE ROYAL SCEPTRES

THE QUEEN
IS CROWNED

GOD SAVE QUEEN ELIZABETH! 
LONG LIVE QUEEN ELIZABETH!

ST. EDWARD’S
CROWN

IMPERIAL 
STATE CROWN

Mi

The Ancient Abbey of Westminster, crowning-place 
for nine hundred years of the Kings and Queens of 
England, today holds a glittering array of thousands of 
people. They come from all parts of the Commonwealth 
of Nations and countries beyond, and many of them 
wear bright robes and flashing jewels. The Queen is 
acclaimed by her subjects, led by the boys of West­
minster School. Her Majesty takes the Coronation Oath, 
is anointed with oil, and presented with Spurs, the 
Sword of State, the Sceptres, the Orb and the Ring. Now, 
as she sits on King Edward’s chair, which contains 
the Stone of Destiny, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
solemnly places the Crown upon her head. On seeing 
this The Queen’s subjects cry out ‘ God Save the Queen! ’ 
again and again. Silver trumpets sound, and from the 
Tower of London and St. James’s Park guns fire in 
salute to our gracious Queen. As bells ring throughout 
the Commonwealth, Westminster Abbey resounds with 
joyful shouts:

The Archbishop of Canterbury crowns 
The Queen with St. Edward’s CrowAut 
when Her Majesty leaves Westminster Sbcy 

she wears the Imperial State Crown, which 
was made for Queen Victoria. The Orb is the 
symbol of Royal Power under the Cross. 
During the Coronation Service Her Majesty 
carries two sceptres; the Royal Sccptrc 
with the Cross, which has in its head the 
Star of Africa, cut from the magnificent 
Cullinan diamond, and the Sceptre with the 
Dove, which signifies justice and mercy. The 
oil with which The Queen is anointed is 
poured into the spoon from the Ampulla, 
which is in the form of a golden eagle. The 
Ring, which is put on The Queen’s finger, 
is known as ‘The Wedding Ring of England’. 
The Jewelled Sword, one of the five Swords 
of State, is said to be the most beautiful and 
valuable sword in the world. St. George’s 
Spurs, made of gold, symbolize chivalry.

SB
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(1)

script5 plus

(2)

The Imperial Crown of India has been included.

(3)
Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley.

You might like to have the following information 
about commercially published film strips on the Coronation:

A film strip in colour of the Regalia published by 
Picture Post at 16s, 14 frames.

Wetwill send you shortly by air a specimen copy 
of the Strip and record. Unfortunately we cannot afford 
to send you more than this one copy free of charge.

The strip is accompanied by a record on a double 
sided 12 inch disc of an impressive commentary spoken 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury,

A report on the strip by a member of the Colonial 
Office Serial Services Department who saw it on the 
10th March is enclosed.

* The Meaning of the Queen* s Coronation” 
available from S.PoC.L 9 Northumberland Avenue9 
London W,C,25 price 25s. for the strip (with printed 
script) plus 12s, 6d0 for the record, 39 frames.

Information Department,
Colonial Office,
Sanctuary Buildings,
Great Smith Street,

Se W, 1,

•^March, 1955 *
Dear C-c \

Coronation Film Strips

” Royal Regalia”



/-

/-/ C.Crofctf
(H.C. Cocks) 

Information Department.

2. We think that " The Meaning of the Queen1 s Coronation" 
is the best of these strips.

We think that "

I might add that we sent you about six months ago a 
strip produced by the Central Office of Infajrmatioxi entitled 
*H*M. Queen Elizabeth II" which would be useful for showing 
at the time of the Coronation.

Yours sincerely,

(4) "Historic Services to the Crown" by David Baird 
published by the Daily Mail School Aid Department 
at 12s. 6do Black and White . 40 frames. 
Describes the duties of the Earl Marshal and other 
Royal officials in detail.

3. l£ you wish to purchase any copies from your own 
funds, jalease order through the Crown Agents in the usual way.

(3) "Coronation Ceremony and Regalia" by David Baird 
published by the Daily Mail School Aid Department, 
New Carmelite House, London, E.C.4-O at 12g. 6d. 
Black-and-White. 39 frames. Long captions.



♦ j

I strongly advise that Colonial Governments should be 
informed as early as possible of this production, since it should 
have a very general appeal*. It is of course an essentially 
Christian account of a Christian ceremony and for that very reason 
I think it will appeal strongly to Colonial peoples, and especially 
in view of the introductory quotation from Her Majesty8 s Speech 
it will appeal to those of other religions. In fact, I think that 
one of its greatest importances is to show something of the real 
religious significance of the Coronation,

Report on film strip
wThe Meaning of the Queen3 s Coronation88

The filmstrip consists of coloured drawings showing all 
the main parts of the Coronation ceremony, and is made very largely 
from the point of view of the Queen. The pictures are perhaps a 
little crude and the colours rather bright, but that would 
probably not be so noticeable if one were sitting further away than 
I was. They are, however, most effective,, and are symbolic and 
suggestive rather than photographic.

The Archbishop himself is very pleased with the whole 
production (this preview was mainly for him), and representatives 
of the Commonwealth High Commissioners who were there this morning 
all agreed on how good it was. The filmstrip was produced 
primarily for schools but is just as appropriate for adults. I have 
no doubt that it would be most suitable for secondary schools and 
senior teacher 'training colleges in the Colonies. It would also 
be suitable for adult audiences in the Colonial territories, 
provided that they can understand the commentary, which is an 
absolute essential. It should, however, be possible to produce 
translations or paraphrases in local languages which could either 
be recorded or read. They would not, however, have the quality of 
the Archbishop’s description.

The commentary is most impressive and gives by far the 
best account of the real significance of the Coronation rite that 
I have met. At the same time, it is clear and simple. It starts 
and finishes with a quotation from Her Majesty’s Christmas 
broadcast, in which she asks all her people of whatever religion 
to pray for her at the time of her Coronation, This sets the 
background of the whole production, and the Archbishop’s 
commentary brings out the full significance of the ceremony.



CoDoRsl’? COR 90/91/01.

CIRGULA.R 9/53^. THE CHURCH HOUSE,

LONDON* So W* 1.
3rd. January, 1953»

CORONATION - SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

y

y

'P TSLAIWS

I 
for your 
being issued with Her Majesty^s approval by the 
Ministry of Education to Local Education Authorities 
about the practice to be adopted in the United Kingdom 
in regard to the grant of additional school holidays 
on the occasion of the Coronation*

have the honour to transmit to you herewith 
information a copy of a circular which is

Sir 9
'*53

GREAT SMITH STREET,

DESPATCH

2*. This circular has been addressed to all 
Colonies and Protectorates etc*, and to Regional 
Organisations* It has been sent to Malta for the 
attention of Ministers and to the 
High Commissionerc, Federation of Malaya under cover of 
a separate despatch*

... -k/

I have the honour to be 
Sir 9

Your most obedient 
humble Servant,



HOLIDAYS

Coronation Day will be a public holiday and
the Minister believes that local education and other
responsible school authorities may wish to mark the
occasion by granting a holiday in addition to the
day of the Coronation itself. For the purpose of
Regulation 16 of the Schools Grant Regulations 9

such holidays up to a maximum of three days, including
may be counted as' days on

which the school meets over and above the ten days
normally allowed by the Regulation.

1951,

the day of the Coronation,
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From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Despatched: 8.5.53 Time: 1 800 Received: 9. 5<53 os; 5Time:

It is

SECRETARY Cl? STATE.

GTC/CGG.
rT1 t r-»-\rl / Cl pt

TELEGRAM

Suitable wreaths of standard size will be obtained from 
British Legion here and. cost would be debited to funds of 
Governments concerned. The price these wreaths will 
probably be about to 10s. each.

3* it is proposed that cost of wreaths laid on behalf 
of military contingent should be borne equally by the territories 
represented in contingent. ^Grateful to know by telegram 
not later than Hay Ydaether^ybu wish a wreath t o be laid 
on behalf of your territory by Coronation representative 
and. whether you agree sharing equally with other territories 
cost of wreaths for military contingents-.

RCPL Y U'RGCTTTLY RW'ITTC.
Circular Unnumbered (2) of May 8th. Coronation, 
honed to arrange as in 1937 for wreath to be laid on 
Cenotaph by Officer Comr'g-anding Colonial Military Contingent 
and by Civil Representative Colonial territories* The 
military contingent as a whole would be present at ceremony 
which would probably be held at about 12U5 on June Uth.

KiJ 73
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TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

1545 Received:Time: Time:Despatched: 11•5*53

Your Circular Unnumbered (2) of 8th May. Coronation.No 97.

Wish wreath laid by representative and agree share
cost of wreaths for military contingents.

GOVERNOR.

Original filed in 1527 
Copy in 1527/D

GTC
SS
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ON THE CORONATION OFLINES

OUR GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN
7j

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

3

John Masefield

Poet Laureate

Now that we crown Her as our Queen 
May love keep all her pathways, green, 
May sunlight bless her days;
May the fair Spring of her beginning 
Ripen to all things worth the winning, 
The very surest of our praise 
That mortal men attempt.
May this old land revive and be
Again a star set in the sea, 
A Kingdom fit for such as She 
With glories yet undreamt.

i 
i
'A J
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8

rr-iHIS Lady whom we crown was born 
1 When buds were green upon the thorn

And earliest cowslips showed;
When still unseen by mortal eye
One cuckoo tolled his “Here am I,”
And over little glints of sky,
In rain-pools whence the trickles flowed, 
The small snipe clattered wing.
The swallows were upon the road, 
Nought but the cherry-blossom snowed, 
The promise was on all fields sowed 
Of Earth’s beginning Spring.
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his rqyal highness the duke °F edinburgh
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THEIR ROYAL HIGHNESSES THE DUKE OF CORNWALL AND THE PRINCESS ANNE

5
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BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE

With the approval of Her Majesty the Queen, King George’s Jubilee Trust has 
once again been authorized to prepare and issue the Souvenir Programme of 
the Coronation.

This is being distributed far and wide among the peoples of the Commonwealth, 
as a token of the unity which, linking us together at all times, cannot but be felt 
the more strongly on this occasion of national re-dedication. The thousands who 
line the route of the Royal Procession may follow in the Programme the sacred 
rites of the Service inside Westminster Abbey; millions more who participate in 
the historic scene through the medium of wireless and television, as well as the 
countless numbers dwelling in the farthest corners of the world’s five continents, 
will through its pages be transported to London, heart of the Commonwealth. 
All of us within our family of nations who share the same hopes and aspirations 
and owe allegiance to the same Crown may read the Order of Ceremony and so 
join in spirit the great congregation within the Abbey, together to pledge 
loyalty to our Sovereign at the solemn moment of Coronation.

The profits from the sale of this Programme will be devoted to the youth of Britain, 
whose welfare is the aim and purpose of the Trust founded as the nation’s thank- 
offering on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary. 
“ The youth of a nation are the trustees of posterity,” and if we give to their cause we 
give to our own future, ensuring that there may grow up a generation worthy and 
capable of carrying on the glorious traditions of our land.

Such an objective would seem particularly fitting at the opening of the new reign 
of a young Queen, and we may be sure it is a cause very close to Her Majesty’s 
own heart.
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I



THE QUEEN’S MAJESTY
BY ARTHUR BRYANTS3
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CORONATION is a nation’s birthday. It is the day on 
which its people celebrate the union that makes them one. 
Of that union the Crown is the symbol. The legal and spiritual 
association of men of different races, creeds and classes which 
we call a nation, though often taken for granted, is a more 
wonderful miracle than the greatest achievement of science. 
It enables millions who have never set eyes on one another 
to act together in peaceful and mutual co-operation and 
makes them glad and proud to do so. There can be no truer 

service to humanity than to preserve such a union, and prevent those millions from 
dissolving into antagonistic and destructive groups. A nation, like a garden, is a 
creation of constant love and labour. If that love and labour cease, the weeds and 
the wild that threaten it will break in and destroy it.

In this ancient nation—one in which deep-rooted patriotism has again and 
again saved both us and others—the Crown has played the chief part in keeping 
us one. We have long divested it of political responsibility and have evolved other 
institutions to resolve political contests and express our political will. But of all 
our institutions the monarchy serves best to unite us: to remind us that the political 
and economic differences that divide us are less real than the ties of history that 
unite us.

For a nation is a union in both space and time. We are not compatriots only 
of those who live a long way away, but of those who lived before us and of those 
who will live after us. We are as much the countrymen of Nelson, Wesley and 
Shakespeare as of our own contemporaries. Our Queen who is crowned today is 
the symbol of that union in time. She is descended from a long line of those who 
have represented the unity of our country through every hour of her history. She 
is the descendant of Alfred—the lonely King who saved England by his courage 
and Christendom by his example, and, single-handed, re-created civilization in a 
ruined land. She is the descendant of the great Norman who, though he conquered 
England, made her the first national kingdom of Europe. She is the descendant of 
the Angevin genius who established the Common Law; of Edward I, father of 
our Parliament; of his heroic adversary, Robert Bruce, who preserved in the teeth 
of all odds the separate nationhood of his country and, by preventing an enforced 
union of the crowns of England and Scotland, made possible that fruitful and

voluntary one under another of our Queen’s ancestors. She is the descendant, 
through the first and wisest of the Tudors, of the patriot princes who preserved 
the unity of Wales. One of her ancestors commanded the English army at Crecy 
and another at Dettingen. Another was the “Queen of Hearts” for whose nuptials 
Shakespeare’s Tempest was staged and, perhaps, written. She is the great-great­
grandchild of Queen Victoria, and the granddaughter and daughter of the beloved 
Sovereigns who symbolized Britain’s resistance and victory in the two greatest wars 
of her history.

Our Queen is not only the symbol of a union in time. She is the symbol of one 
in space. The Coronation of the first Elizabeth was of the Sovereign of one Nation. 
The Coronation of Elizabeth II is of the Sovereign of many Nations. Her Majesty 
is Queen not only of Great Britain but of the independent States of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Pakistan and Ceylon, and of nearly fifty other 
fends over which the authority of the Imperial Parliament at Westminster is still 
extended. And as Head of the Commonwealth she is the sole symbol of the free 
association of the eight sovereign Nations that form the largest political group in 
the world. In that great union—embracing all the earth’s five Continents and 
nearly a quarter of its population—there is no binding or coercive force : only 
the free will of its members to be associated with one another and their acknowledge­
ment of that solitary and seemingly powerless, but beloved, human figure as its Head.

Our young Queen does not only symbolize our political union. She enshrines 
our ideals. She represents in her person the abiding virtues—of hearth, home and 
of service—which are the foundation of society. She brings, in Burke's phrase, 
“the dispositions that are lovely in private life into the service and conduct of the 
commonwealth.” When, at her crowning, she receives the kingly sword, she is bidden 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury in God’s name to “do justice, stop the growth 
of iniquity, protect the Holy Church of God, help and defend widows and orphans, 
restore the things that are gone to decay, maintain the things that are restored, 
punish and reform what is amiss and confirm what is in good order.” By the example 
she sets from the throne, by the sincerity of her self-dedication to her unique and 
lonely task of serving her subjects and the Commonwealth all the days of her life, 
the Queen is the guarantee before God that those who direct the destinies of the 
Nations whose union she symbolizes will endeavour to do these things. As on 
this historic day she rides, radiant and crowned, in her golden coach through the 
ranks of her cheering peoples, she expresses the dedication of a 
human family to the task of making earth a juster, kindlier and more
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g wCanberra. The baby was left in the charge of her four 
grandparents, becoming such a favourite with King 
George V that, in his convalescence from his grave illness 
in 1928, she was sent for to keep him company at 
Bognor and help his recovery. Her own parents had by 
then acquired a London house at 145 Piccadilly; and 
between here and Royal Lodge, Windsor, she spent most 
of her childhood, with her younger sister, Princess 
Margaret, who had been born in 1930. At nine Princess 
Elizabeth was old enough to appear in public at King 
George V's Silver Jubilee celebrations.

By the abdication of Edward VIII and the accession

heiress presumptive to the Throne. The nursery 
and schoolroom were transferred to Buckingham 
Palace, and in May, 1937, the Princesses, wearing 
the coronets of a Sovereign’s daughters, took their 
places in the stately rites of the Coronation. They 
resumed, however, their secluded life immediately 
afterwards; and it became still more secluded when 
the outbreak of war caused them to be sent to 
Windsor for comparative safety from the attack 
expected to be launched upon London. Here their 
education proceeded under French and English 
governesses and teachers of music and dancing. As 
Princess Elizabeth approached adolescence the 
Provost of Eton, Sir Henry Marten, was called in 
to give her training a certain bias towards the 
study of government, imperial affairs and consti­
tutional history. She was also becoming a first- 
class horsewoman and swimmer, a

10

Her Royal Highness Princess Elizabeth Alexandra Mary, first child of Albert Duke 
of York, was born at 17 Bruton Street, the London home of the Duchess’s parents, 
on 21 April, 1926.

She was only nine months old when she was separated for six months from her 
parents, who travelled to Australia for the inauguration of the new capital at

QUEEN ELIZABETH II
BY DERMOT MORRAH

On War Service, 1945 

good singer and a talented amateur actress.
In 1940 Princess Elizabeth had given her first broadcast, a short address to the 

children of the Empire who were in danger or separated from their parents. At 
sixteen she registered for pre-service training as a Sea Ranger of the Girl Guides. At 
eighteen she was made by Act of Parliament eligible to be one of the Counsellors of 

State appointed to act for the 
King when he was visiting his 
troops abroad. In March, 1945, 
she was gazetted at her own 
request to a commission in the 
Auxiliary Territorial Service and 
underwent trainingas a mechanical­
transport driver. With the coming of 
peace Princess Elizabeth at once 
stepped into her natural place as 
the first representative of the 
younger generation throughout the 
Commonwealth. In 1947 she 
accompanied the King and Queen 
on their tour of Southern Africa; 
her coming-of-age was celebrated 
at Cape Town and she broadcast 
to all her father’s subjects a speech 
of dedication to their service.

Soon after the return from 
South Africa the King announced 
his daughter’s engagement to her
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3rd Carriage 
His Highness the Sultan of Brunei 

His Highness the Sultan of Zanzibar
4th Carriage

His Highness the Sultan of Lahej 
Her Majesty the Queen of Tonga

☆ ☆ ☆
CARRIAGE PROCESSION OF 

PRIME MINISTERS
With Mounted Escorts

1st Carriage
The Prime Minister of Northern Ireland,

Rt. Hon. Viscount Brookeborough, p.c., c.b.e., 
The Prime Minister of Southern Rhodesia, 
Rt. Hon. Sir Godfrey Huggins, c.h., k.c.m.g.

2nd Carriage 
The Prime Minister of Ceylon, 
Rt. Hon. Dudley S. Senanayake

3rd Carriage
The Prime Minister of Pakistan, 

Hon. Khwaja Nazimuddin
4th Carriage

The Prime Minister of India, 
Hon. Jawaharlal Nehru

With the Duke of Cornwall and
Princess Anne

officer in the Mediterranean Fleet, and the Princess made more than one journey 
to Malta in order to be with him. Their second child, Princess Anne, was born 
at Clarence House on 15 August, 1950.
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cousin, Philip Mountbatten, like her a great­
great-grandchild of Queen Victoria; and on 
20 November, 1947, they were married in 
Westminster Abbey, when Prince Philip was 
created Duke of Edinburgh. They set up their first 
home at Windlesham Moor, near Sunningdale.

At Whitsun the following year the Princess and 
her husband paid an official visit to President 
Auriol in Paris and were enthusiastically 
acclaimed by the French people. On 14 Novem­
ber her son, Prince Charles Philip Arthur George, 
was born at Buckingham Palace. He is now Duke 
of Cornwall. In the summer of 1949 the family 
moved into Clarence House, adjoining St. James’s 
Palace; but the Duke was serving as a naval

THE FOLLOWING DETAILS OF THE PROCESSION WERE THE MOST ACCURATE AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF GOING TO PRESS 

The Coronation Procession will be in two parts. In the first Her Majesty will drive from Buckingham Palace 
at approzximately 10.30 a.m., going by way of The Mall, Admiralty Arch, Northumberland Avenue, the 
Victoria Embankment, Bridge Street and Parliament Square, and will arrive at Westminster Abbey just 
before 11 a.m. In this Procession there will be mounted Escorts in addition to the Troops, the Yeomen of 
the Guard, and the Queen’s Bargemaster and Watermen who will march. In advance of Her Majesty’s 
own Progress to Westminster Abbey there wiil be the following Processions of those attending the ceremony:

The Lord Mayor of London's Procession
☆ ☆ ☆

The Speaker of the House of Commons
(In the Speaker’s Coach)

☆ ☆ ☆
MOTOR-CAR PROCESSION OF

MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL FAMILY 
AND OF ROYAL AND OTHER REPRE­
SENTATIVES OF FOREIGN POWERS

☆ ☆ ☆
will be five separate carriage Processions 

accompanied by Escorts
CARRIAGE PROCESSION OF 

COLONIAL RULERS
With Escorts of Mounted Military Police

1st Carriage
His Highness the Sultan of Perak 

His Highness the Sultan of Kelantan

2nd Carriage
His Highness the Sultan of Selangor
His Highness the Sultan of Johore

12

In 1951 the health of the King began to fail, and it was often necessary for his 
daughter to take his place on ceremonial occasions. 
He was gravely ill in the autumn, when the Princess 
and her husband had been invited to make a tour of 
Canada, and this visit had to be postponed for a week 
while his life hung in the balance. It was, however, 
decided to proceed, and a triumphal progress took 
place from ocean to ocean, and on into the United 
States. The Princess then prepared to take her father’s 
place on the long-projected Commonwealth Tour of 
his southern Dominions. She flew to Kenya with 
her husband, intending to go on to Ceylon, Australia 
and New Zealand; but on 6 February she received 
the news of the King’s death.

While the accession of Elizabeth II was proclaimed 
in all her capital cities, the new Queen hastened back 
by air to London, held her first Privy Council, and 
entered upon the manifold royal duties. In May she 
and her family moved to Buckingham Palace, leaving 
Clarence House as a London home for the Queen 
Mother. In November she opened in state her first 
session of Parliament; in December she entertained 
her Commonwealth Prime Ministers; and on Christ­
mas Day broadcast to her peoples for the first 
time as Queen, asking them all, whatever their 
religion, to prav for her on the day of her Coronation.

CT
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Sth Carriage
The Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa, 

Dr. the Hon. D. F. Malan

The Colonial Contingents
Middle East Land Forces and Gibraltar Contingents
West Africa Command Contingent
Far East Land Forces and the Fiji Contingents
Caribbean Contingent
Bermuda Contingent
Falkland Islands Contingent

The Procession will now return to Buckingham 
Palace in the order observed on the outward journey.

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE 

OF EDINBURGH
In the State Coach
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THE STATE PROCESSION FROM 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY

On the return from the Abbey the Coronation 
Procession will follow the route shown on the map on 
pages 16 and 17.

This Procession will include representatives from 
the Defence Forces of the Commonwealth and Colonial 
Empire.

The order of the Procession on the return from West­
minster Abbey to Buckingham Paiacc will be:
An Officer of the War Office Staff
Four Troopers of the Household Cavalry
Four Bands

CARRIAGE PROCESSION OF 
COLONIAL RULERS 

(as on page 13) 
☆ ☆ ☆

CARRIAGE PROCESSION OF 
PRIME MINISTERS 

(as on pages 13 and 14) 
☆ ☆ ☆

CARRIAGE PROCESSION 
OF MEMBERS OF THE 

ROYAL FAMILY 
(as on page 14) 

☆ ☆ ☆
CARRIAGE PROCESSION OF 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH 
THE QUEEN MOTHER 

(as on page 14) 

☆ ☆ ☆
HER MAJESTY’S PROCESSION 

(as on page 14 and above)

Flying Command
Coastal Command
Fighter Command
Bomber Command

Army Contingents
Home Guard Contingent
University Training Corps Detachment
Four Bands
Cadets from the Eaton Hall and Mons Officer Cadet

Training Units and the Royal Military Academy 
Detachments of the Honourable Artillery Company 
Women's Royal Army Corps
Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps 
Detachments of Other Services of the Army 
Infantry Detachments of the Territorial Army 
Detachments of the Brigade of Gurkhas
Two Bands and the Massed Pipers of the Irish Regular 

and Scottish Regiments, the Pipers of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas and the Pipers of the Pakistan Army

Detachments of the Infantry Battalions of the Regular 
Army

Detachments of the Royal Corps of Signals
Four Bands
Detachments of the Royal Engineers
Detachments of the Royal Artillery
Detachments of Regiments of Yeomanry and Royal 

Armoured Corps, Territorial Army
Detachments of Regiments of the Royal Armoured 

Corps, Regular Army
Detachments of Regiments of the Royal Horse Artillery
Detachments of the Regiments of the Household 

Cavalry
Four Bands

Royal Naval Contingents
Detachments of the Royal Navy and Royal Marines
1st Detachment of the Foot Guards
Band and Corps of Drums of the Brigade of Guards 
2nd Detachment of the Foot Guards
King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery

6r/z Carriage
The Prime Minister of New Zealand, 

Rt. Hon. S. G. Holland, c.h.

1th Carriage
The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia, 

Rt. Hon. R. G. Menzies, C.H., Q.c.

Sth Carriage 
The Prime Minister of Canada, 
Rt. Hon. L. S. St. Laurent, Q.c.

9th Carriage
The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, 

Rt. Hon. Winston S. Churchill, o.m., c.h.
☆ ☆ ☆

CARRIAGE PROCESSION OF 
MEMBERS OF THE

ROYAL FAMILY
With N.C.O.'s Escort of Household Cavalrv

☆ ☆ ☆
CARRIAGE PROCESSION OF 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH 
THE QUEEN MOTHER

First Division Captain’s Escort of the Household 
Cavalry

Glass Coach
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 

Her Royal Highness the Princess Margaret
Second Division Captain's Escort of the Household 

Cavalry
One State Landau conveying Suite

☆ ☆ ☆
HER MAJESTY’S ROYAL 

PROGRESS TO THE ABBEY
The order of Her Majesty's Procession from Buck­

ingham Palace to Westminster Abbey will be:
An Officer of the War Office Staff 
Four Troopers of the Household Cavalry 
Five Companies of the Foot Guards 
Band and Corps of Drums of the Brigade of Guards 
Five Companies of the Foot Guards 
King’s Troop, Royal Horse Artillery
Chaplains and Honorary Chaplains, Royal Air Force 
Queen’s Honorary Physicians, Surgeons and Dental

Surgeons, Royal Air Force (including one Nursing 
Sister)

Her Majesty’s Aides-de-Camp, Royal Air Force (in­
cluding one Honorary Aide-de-Camp, Women’s 
Royal Air Force)

Chaplains and Honorary Chaplains, Regular Army and 
Territorial Army

Queen's Honorary' Physicians, Surgeons and Dental 
Surgeons, Regular Army and Territorial Army (in­
cluding four Commonwealth Q.H.P.s and one 
Nursing Sister)

Her Majesty’s Aides-de-Camp, Regular Army and 
Territorial Army (including four Commonwealth 
Aides-de-Camp and one Honorary Aide-de-Camp, 
Women’s Royal Army Corps)

Chaplains and Honorary Chaplains, Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines

The Commonwealth Contingents
Southern Rhodesia Contingent (including twelve

British South African Police)
Ceylon Contingent
Pakistan Contingent
Union of South Africa Contingent
New Zealand Contingent
Commonwealth of Australia Contingent
Canadian Contingent (including thirty-eight Royal

Canadian Mounted Police)
Four Bands

Chief of Staff, London District, and Brigade Major, 
Household Brigade

Silver Stick Adjutant and Adjutant in Brigade Waiting 
Three Royal Grooms
3rd Division of the Sovereign's Escort of the Household 

Cavalry
Four 2-horsc State Carriages containing the Suite 
4th Division of the Sovereign’s Escort of the Household

Cavalry
On arrival at Westminster Abbey, Her Majesty will 

leave the State Coach and will be received by the Earl 
Marshal at the West Entrance of the Abbey. The 
remainder of the Procession, and, in addition, the dis­
mounted troops who have followed the main Procession 
down the route to the Abbey, will move to a point clear 
of the Abbey to a position for the return. A Royal 
Salute of 41 gunswill be fired in St. James’s Park and 
a Royal Salute of 62 guns at the Tower of London to 
announce the actual moment of Coronation.

The Standard
Officer Commanding and Captain of the Sovereign’s 

Escort
The Field-Marshal Commanding the Coronation 

Troops, Field-Marshal the Viscount Alanbrooke, 
k.g., g.c.b., o.m., d.s.o., and the Master of the Horse, 
The Duke of Beaufort, k.g., g.c.v.o.

Vice-Admiral of the United Kingdom, Admiral Sir 
Martin E. Dunbar-Nasmith, v.c., k.c.b., and Gold 
Stick-in-Waiting, Major-General Sir Richard 
Howard-Vyse, k.c.m.g., d.s.o.

The Field Officer in Brigade Waiting and Silver 
Stick-in-Waiting

Personal Aides-de-Camp to the Queen, Major-General 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, k.g., 
k.t., k.p., g.c.m.g., G.c.v.o., and Vice-Admiral the 
Earl Mountbatten, k.g., p.c., g.c.s.i., g.c.i.e., 
G.C.V.O., K.C.B., D.S.O.

Principal Services Aides-de-Camp
Equerries to the Queen

Royal Air Force Contingents
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
Royal Auxiliary Air Force
Royal Air Force Reserve of Officers
Women's Royal Air Force
Princess Mary’s Royal Air Force Nursing Service
Royal Air Force Police
Royal Air Force Regiment
Overseas Commands
90 Group
Home Command
Maintenance Command
Transport Command
Technical Training Command
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Queen’s Honorary Physicians, Surgeons and Dental 
Surgeons, Royal Navy and Royal Marines (including 
three Commonwealth Q.H.P.s and one Nursing 
Sister)

Her Majesty’s Aides-de-Camp, Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines, Royal Naval Reserve and Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve (including one Honorary Aide- 
de-Camp, Women’s Royal Naval Service)

Band and Corps of Drums of the Brigade of Guards 
Air Ministry Staff
War Office Staff
Admiralty Staff
Air Officers Commanding-in-Chief, Home Commands
General Officers Commanding-in-Chief, Home 

Commands, and General Officer Commanding-in- 
Chief, Northern Ireland District

Flag Officers Commanding-in-Chief, Royal Navy, 
Home Commands

One Air Aide-de-Camp and two Aides-de-Camp 
General

Marshals of the Royal Air Force
Field-Marshals
Admirals of the Fleet
Air Council, Air Members
Army Council. Military Members
Board of Admiralty, Sea Lords
United Kingdom Chiefs of Staff
The Queen’s Escort of Officers from the Colonial 

Contingents
The Queen's Escort of Officers from the Commonwealth 

Contingents
The Queen's Bodyguard of the Yeomen of the Guard
The Queen’s Bargemaster and twelve Watermen
Band of the Household Cavalry
1st and 2nd Divisions of the Sovereign’s Escort of the 

Household Cavalry
Aides-de-Camp to the Field-Marshal Commanding 

Coronation Troops
Aides-de-Camp to the Deputy Commander to the 

Field-Marshal Commanding Coronation Troops
Deputy Commander to the Field-Marshal Commanding 

Coronation Troops and the Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police
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Gloucester’s residence at York House adjoining. 
Beyond lie Wren’s Marlborough House, home of 
Queen Mary, and the stately facade of Carlton House 
Terrace. Through Admiralty Arch contingents of the 
Royal Navy stand guard beneath Nelson’s Column in 
Trafalgar Square, continuing down Northumberland 
Avenue and along the Victoria Embankment into 
Bridge Street, whence Officer Cadets of the three Ser­
vices guide the Procession round Parliament Square
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Buckingham Palace has been London’s royal resi­
dence since the accession of Queen Victoria. Through 
its gates the Coronation Procession leads off down the 
Mall, lined by troops of the Brigade of Guards. On the 
north side the carriages pass by Clarence House, first 
London home of the Queen and the Duke of Edin­
burgh and now of Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 
and Princess Margaret; and St. James’s Palace, the 
English Court from 1698 to 1837, with the Duke of
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troops, who line the route through Pall Mall and St. 
James’s Street, westwards along Piccadillv to Hyde 
Park Corner, and along the East Carriage Drive 
through the Park. Under the Marble Arch units of the 
Royal Air Force line the route eastwards to Oxford 
Circus and down Regent Street. Circling the statue of 
Eros in Piccadilly Circus, the Procession continues 
down the Haymarket, back through Admiralty Arch 
into the Mall, and so home to Buckingham Palace

\Sc[uare^^ \X

Cambridge) 
Circus)

into Broad Sanctuary and the approaches to West­
minster Abbey.

The return route lies up Whitehall, past Downing 
Street and the principal Government offices, and the 
site of Elizabeth l’s Palace of Whitehall. In the centre 
stands the Cenotaph, memorial to the dead of two 
wars. Cockspur Street, past Canada House, is 
manned by Canadian contingents, succeeded at the 
junction of Lower Regent Street by United Kingdom
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King Edward's Chair

regularly consecrated by the archbishops. Since the spiritual 
all England, this alliance had much to do

T'

Sword of State (right) 
and the jewelled Sword 

substituted for it 
been beheaded, those which were made to take their place in 1661, especially 
the ritual crown, still bear his name.

Of the elements mentioned above, the Election, the Recognition, the Oath, the 
Anointing, the Investiture including the putting on of the Crown, the Enthronement, 

and the Homage, the Coronation ceremony is built. 
The Election, however, is now no more than a 
formality, the actual choice of the sovereign having 
passed to Parliament, and been embodied once for 
all in an Act declaring how the succession is to go.

In the great central space of the Abbey which 
is known as the Theatre three seats are set for the 
Queen’s successive occupation. Near to the High 
Altar, on the epistle side, is the Chair of State. In 
the middle, facing the Altar, is the Chair of King 
Edward I, containing in its base the Coronation 
Stone of the King of Scots, which that sovereign
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Saul and David, were anointed by the prophet Samuel. 
But before bestowing this consecration they demanded 
from the king a promise, which later became an oath, to 
maintain the Christian faith and govern justly.

Both paganism and Christianity contributed to develop 
the array of robes and insignia of office with which the new 
king was invested. What has come to be regarded as the 
most notable of these is the crown. This was possibly 
imitated from the golden circlet of the Roman emperors, 
but soon the symbol of the cross was placed above it, 
supported on two golden arches at right angles, which 
themselves form the sign of the cross.

After the Norman Conquest and the growth of the 
feudal system, the oath of the sovereign at the beginning 
of the service was answered at the end by the homage of 
the lords, in which they swore to give him loyal support. 
At the same time the place of the Coronation became 
fixed at Westminster Abbey, newly built by Edward the 
Confessor, the last descendant of Egbert in the male line. 
Saint Edward is the tutelary spirit of the Coronation; and 
though the regalia inherited from him were destroyed by 
the parliamentary commissioners after Charles I had

i w

Ii

Ampulla and Spoon 

brought as spoil of war from Scone in 1296. A little farther back, approached by 
five steps, is the Throne.

The Queen enters in procession, supported on cither hand by the bishops of 
Durham and of Bath and Wells, to whom this privilege has been accorded since 
1189, and is escorted to her Chair of State.

The proceedings begin with the Recognition. The Queen stands forth in the

The daughter and heiress of King George VI comes to Westminster Abbey to be 
crowned as Queen and Head of a Commonwealth of many independent nations. 
The rites, however, with which she is inaugurated derive from a purely English 
tradition; indeed, in origin they do not even belong to all England, but to Wessex, 
the few Anglo-Saxon shires south of the Thames of which Winchester was the capital. 
The use of the ancient forms with the larger significance of today does not mean that 
England claims superiority over other nations of the Commonwealth, any more than 
that the Wessex shires have authority over the rest of England. It means only 
that these nations are content to believe that the 
princess thus solemnly consecrated, in the presence 
of their representatives, is thereby fully dedicated 
with greater emphasis to the lifelong service of each 
and all of them.

From the dawn of history there have been 
ceremonies for the installation of a new ruler. 
Among the Anglo-Saxons in their pagan days the 
chief men of the land began the proceedings by 
electing a successor to the dead king, though their 
choice was confined to one family, believed to be 
descended from the gods. The king-elect was then 
shown to the people, in order that they might 
recognize him as their lawful chief. After this, 
probably at a banquet of initiation, he was placed 
in a high seat which would later be called a throne.

After the Anglo-Saxons became Christians their 
kings sought to enhance the peoples’ loyalty by 
obtaining the blessing of the Church, which for 
its part needed the protection of the kings, and in 
838 King Egbert of Wessex made a treaty with the 
See of Canterbury, as a result of which his 
successors were j 
authority of Canterbury extended over 
with the ultimate survival of Egbert’s line, from which Queen Elizabeth is descended, 
as the ruling family of the United Kingdom.

The archbishops transformed the pagan rites of initiation, first and foremost by 
anointing the king with holy oil as the Bible records that the first kings of Israel,
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over the world, and receives upon her finger the 
Ring, representing that which St. John the 
Evangelist is said to have sent to St. Edward the 
Confessor, and which Queen Elizabeth I declared 
had wedded her to her people. There is then put 
into her right hand the Sceptre with the Cross, 
which is the ensign of power and justice and the 
oldest of all emblems of authority; but with it 
she is immediately given for her left hand the 
Rod with the Dove, as a sign that equity and 
mercy are never to be forgotten.

The last and grandest symbol of all is the Crown 
of St. Edward, the ritual crown of England, and 
its bestowal as the consummation of the whole rite 
is perhaps a token that, in a land where the Queen 
is said to reign but not to rule, her dedicated royal 

person stands for all those supreme ideals of her people’s life that are outside and 
above the sphere of earthly governance. As the Archbishop sets the splendid emblem 
upon the Queen’s head, the congregation cries “God Save the Queen”; the peers 
and peeresses put on their coronets and the kings of arms their crowns; the bells 
peal, the trumpets sound, and far away the Tower guns fire a salute.

Then, rising at last from King Edward’s Chair, the Queen is escorted by bishops 
and temporal lords to be set upon her Throne. Thus elevated by the combined 
power of Church and State, she receives first the fealty of the Archbishops and 
bishops, and then the homage of the lay peers, first among them her husband and 
subject, Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

So ends the great rite of the coronation of a Queen of England, Head of the 
Commonwealth of Nations; and the interrupted Communion Service resumes its 
course. The Queen makes her offering of a pound 
of gold, and, putting off the glory of the Crown, 
kneels with her husband to make her Communion 
with God. The last benediction is given, and with 
the great personages of the ceremony she withdraws 
into the chapel of St. Edward behind the High 
Altar, whence in a little while the whole company 
emerge to make their ceremonial departure down 
the nave. The Queen is now arrayed in her utmost 
splendour; she carries a Sceptre and the Orb, 
and wears the magnificent Imperial Crown, set 
with some of the most famous jewels in the world.

So she goes forth to her people and her service. 
It is as their supreme representative that she has 
been anointed and crowned; and in her sacring 
they too have in some part been dedicated.

1
Sceptre with the 
Cross and the Rod 

with the Dove

o

middle of the Theatre so as to be seen by all, while the Arch­
bishop cries out in turn to each of the four sides, asking all her 
people whether they are prepared to do their fealty to Elizabeth, 
their undoubted Queen; and the fourfold shout of “ God Save 
Queen Elizabeth” assures him that she is acknowledged by her 
subjects. Returning to her Chair of State to take the Oath, the 
Queen, in dialogue with the Archbishop, makes solemn promises 
to govern each of her peoples according to its own laws, to execute 
justice with mercy, and to maintain in the United Kingdom the 
Protestant Reformed Religion; then, before the Altar, with her 
hand on the Bible, she solemnly swears to hold these promises 
sacred.

The Archbishop then begins the Communion Service, pro­
ceeding with it as far as the Creed, when the solemn office is 
interrupted for the first of the actual Coronation rites, the mystery 
of the Anointing, which, according to Christian tradition, 
sets the Sovereign apart in the lonely dignity of dedication. 
The Queen is divested of her majestic crimson, and takes her seat 
in King Edward’s Chair. Four Knights of the Garter, in their 
velvet mantles of azure lined 
with white, hold over her a 
canopy of cloth of gold, so 
that she is fully seen by none 
but the Archbishop as he 

dips his thumb in the gilt spoon held by the 
Dean, filled with consecrated oil from the 
eagle-shaped vessel called the Ampulla, and 
with it touches the Queen upon her hands, 
her breast and the crown of her head, pro­
nouncing the while words of solemn 
benediction.

Now she is in the fullest spiritual sense a 
Queen, and may wear the garments and handle 
the emblems belonging to that high dignity. 
In stately succession she is arrayed in the white 
Colobium Sindonis and the golden Supertunica, vestments so closely resembling 
those of a bishop that some writers in the Middle Ages have argued that 
coronation makes the sovereign a “mixed person,” both layman and priest; her 
hands are touched with the golden spurs of chivalry; and the sword (substituted 
for the gigantic Sword of State), which the Archbishop bids her use for the 
punishment of evil-doers and the protection of the law-abiding, she forthwith 
takes to the Altar and surrenders to God.

More vestments are now put upon the Queen, including the great Robe Royal; 
and thus clad she takes up the Orb, which symbolizes the dominion of the cross
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people at every of the four sides of the Theatre as the 
Archbishop is at every of them, the Archbishop saying:

IRS, 1 here present unto you Queen 
^.ELIZABETH, your undoubted Queen: Where- 
kJPfore all you who are come this day to do your 
homage and service, Are you willing to do the same?

The people signify their willingness and joy, by loud 
and repeated acclamations, all with one voice crying out,

I. THE PREPARATION
U In the morning upon the day of the Coronation 
early, care is to be taken that the Ampulla be filled with 
the Oil for the anointing, and, together with the Spoon, 
be laid ready upon the Altar in the Abbey Church.
’ The Litany shall be sung as the Dean and Prebendaries 
and the choir of Westminster proceed from the Altar to 
the west door of the Church.
^1 The Archbishops being already vested in their Copes 
and Mitres and the Bishops Assistant in their Copes, the 
procession shall be formed immediately outside of the 
west door of the Church, and shall wait till notice be 
given of the approach of her Majesty, and shall then begin 
to move into the Church.

And the people shall remain standing from the Entrance 
until the beginning of the Communion Service.
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HI. THE RECOGNITION
U The Archbishop, together with the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Great Chamberlain, Lord High Constable, and 
Earl Marshal {Garter King of Arms preceding them), 
shall then go to the East side of the Theatre, and after 
shall go to the other three sides in this order. South, 
West, and North, and at every of the four sides the 
Archbishop shall with a loud voice speak to the people: 
and the Queen in the mean while standing up by King 
Edward's Chair, shall turn and show herself unto the

IV. THE OATH
*i The Queen having returned to her Chair, her Majesty 
having already on Tuesday, the fourth day of November, 
1952, in the presence of the two Houses of Parliament, 
made and signed the Declaration prescribed by Act of 
Parliament, the Archbishop standing before her shall 
administer the Coronation Oath, first asking the Queen,

Madam, is your Majesty willing to take the Oath ?
U And the Queen answering,

I am willing.
’! The Archbishop shall minister these questions; and the 
Queen, having a book in her hands, shall answer each 
question severally as follows:

[The Queen here solemnly promises and swears to 
govern her peoples according to their respective 
laws and customs: the precise style of this part of 
the Oath had not been finally determined at the 
time of going to press.]

Archbishop Will you to your power cause Law 
and Justice, in Mercy, to be executed in all your 
judgements?

Queen I will.

Archbishop Will you to the utmost of your power 
maintain the Laws of God and the true profession of 
the Gospel? Wfll you to the utmost of your power 
maintain in the United Kingdom the Protestant 
Reformed Religion established by law? Will you 
maintain and preserve inviolably the settlement of 
the Church of England, and the doctrine, worship, 
discipline, and government thereof, as by law estab­
lished in England? And will you preserve unto the 
Bishops and Clergy of England, and to the Churches 
there committed to their charge, all such rights and 
privileges, as by law do or shall appertain to them or 
any of them?

Queen All this I promise to do.

THE ENTRANCE INTO THE 
CHURCH

*[ The Queen, as soon as she enters at the west door oj 
the Church, is to be received with this Anthem :

Psalm cxxii, 1-3, 6, 7.
IT WAS glad when they said unto me, We will go 
I into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand 
Ain thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is built as a 
city that is at unity in itself. O pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. Peace 
be within thy walls, and plcnteousness within thy 
palaces.
U The Queen shall in the mean time pass up through the 
body of the Church, into and through the choir, and so up 
the stairs to the Theatre; and having passed by her 
Throne, she shall make her humble adcration, and 
then kneeling at the faldstool set for her before her Chair 
of Estate on the south side of the Altar, use some short 
private prayers; and after, sit down in her Chair.

The Bible, Paten and Chalice shall meanwhile be 
brought by the Bishops who had borne them, and placed 
upon the Altar.
“I Then the Lords who carry in procession the Regalia, 
except those who carry the Swords, shall come from their 
pieces and present in order every one what he carries to 
the Archbishop, who shall deliver them to the Dean of 
Westminster, to be by him placed upon the A Itar.

ill
The Coronation is the occasion for much splendid 
pageantry: it would be an empty show without that 
profound significance which is so dramatically displayed 
in the Coronation Service. There the Church of the 
English People, which was the Ecclesia Anglicana before 
there was a nation, acting for all the peoples of Kingdom 
and Commonwealth, consecrates the Queen, by prayer 
and sacrament in the name of God, to her lifelong service. 
The main features go back to the beginnings of our history. 
But the essential meaning shines out clearly and is perhaps 
enhanced by the archaisms. The heart of it is a compact of 
loyalty between Queen and People and the consecration 

ISMS of the Queen with her people to true service.
In the Recognition the Queen is accepted by her people. In the Oath she swears 

to govern her peoples according to their respective laws and customs, and to pre- 
serve true religion. Then the heads of the two Churches of England and Scotland 
present the Holy Bible to the Queen wherein is “the Rule for the whole life and 
government of Christian Princes.” So the foundations are laid.

The Service of Holy Communion begins. After the Creed comes the Anointing with 
holy oil, a sacrament going back to the times of David and Solomon, by which the 
Queen is consecrated to be God’s “anointed servant.” Only then can she 
receive the “emblems of Majesty.” Every word of the Service is significant, and the 
meaning of Sword and Robe and Ring, of Sceptre and Rod, is shown by the accom­
panying words. The giving of the Armills or “bracelets of sincerity and wisdom” 
is a revival of a use dropped in Stuart limes. To their meaning as “tokens of God’s 
protection” is added a new meaning as symbols of the “bond which unites” 
Queen and People, since the new Armills are a present from the Commonwealth.

The Anointing is the spiritual climax, the Crowning is the spectacular climax of 
the Investing, after which follows the Homage. Then come the quiet depths of the 
Communion Service, when the Queen and her husband (for whom a special prayer 
is provided) receive the Sacrament.

So the great Service moves, a noble drama of religious and national emotions. 
But at its heart is a deep simplicity. The young Queen dedicates herself to the service 
of her peoples: God consecrates her to it: she goes out clothed in the divine grace 
and in the robes of royalty. She has asked us to pray for her. Her peoples must 
dedicate themselves with her to seek the righteousness which makes a nation at 
unity in itself and a servant of the peace of God.
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UR gracious Queen: to keep your Majesty 
ever mindful of the Law and the Gospel of 
God as the Rule for the whole life and gov­

ernment of Christian Princes, we present you with 
this Book, the most valuable thing that this world 
affords.

2nd a Silber 
Standish.

ERE is Wisdom: This is the royal Law; 
These are the lively Oracles of God.

I:

THE BEGINNING OF THE 
COMMUNION SERVICE

THE INTROIT
Psalm lxxxiv, 9, 10.

Behold, O God our defender: and look upon the

JO
§3©

Here the Arch­
bishop is to lay 
his hand upon 

the Ampulla.

THE EPISTLE
V To be read by one of the Bishops.

I S. Peter ii, 13.
Z^UBMIT yourself to every ordinance of man 
^kfor the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, 
k_zas supreme; or unto governors, as unto them 
that are sent by him for the punishment of evil doers, 
and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the 
will of God, that with well doing ye may put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free, and not 
using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but 
as the servants of God. Honour all men. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.

THE GRADUAL
Psalm cxli, 2.

T ET my prayer come up into thy presence as 
B the incense: and let the lifting up of my hands 

-•—'be as an evening sacrifice. Alleluia.

THE PRESENTATION OF THE 
HOLY BIBLE

f When the Queen is again seated, the Archbishop shall 
go to her Chair: and the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, receiving the Holy- 
Bible from the Dean of Westminster, shall bring it to the 
Queen and present it to her, the Archbishop saying 
these words:

Let us Pray 
ZALORD and heavenly Father, the exalter of 
I Ithe humble and the strength of thy chosen, 

who by anointing with Oil didst of old make 
and consecrate kings, priests, and prophets, to teach 
and govern thy people Israel: Bless this Oil to the 
sanctifying of thy chosen servant ELIZABETH, who 

by our office and ministry is now 
to be anointed therewith, and con­
secrated Queen: Strengthen her, O 
Lord, with the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter; Confirm and stablish 
her with thy free and princely

Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and government, the 
Spirit of counsel and ghostly strength, the Spirit of people also shall sit.

VII. THE ANOINTING
•j The Creed being ended, the Queen kneeling at her 
faldstool, and the people kneeling in their places, the 
Archbishop shall begin the hymn, Veni Creator 
Spiritus, and the choir shall sing it out.

OME, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire.

Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost thy seven-fold gifts impart.

Thy blessed Unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love.

Enable with perpetual light
The dullness of our blinded sight:

Anoint and cheer our soiled face
With the abundance of thy grace:

Keep far our foes, give peace at home;
Where thou art guide, no ill can come.

Teach us to know the Father, Son
And thee, of both, to be but One;

That, through the ages all along, 
This may be our endless song:

Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

V The hymn being ended, the Archbishop shall say:

;o£o1

*

his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, 
Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all 
things were made: Who for us men, and for our 
salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was 
made man, And was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of the Father. And he shall come again with 
glory to judge both the quick and the dead: Whose 
kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord and 
giver of life, Who proceedeth from the Father and 
the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the 
Prophets. And I believe one Catholick and Apos- 
tolick Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of 
the dead, And the life of the world to come. Amen.

Then shall the Queen deliver back the Bible to the 
Moderator, who shall bring it to the Dean of Westminster, 
to be reverently placed again upon the Altar. This done, 
rhe Archbishop shall return to the Altar.
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Let us Pray

GOD, who providest for thy people by thy 
I 1 power, and rulest over them in love: Grant 
V_>/unto this thy servant ELIZABETH, our 

Queen, the Spirit of wisdom and government, that 
being devoted unto thee with her whole heart, she 
may so wisely govern, that in her time thy Church 
may be in safety, and Christian devotion may con­
tinue in peace; that so persevering in good works 
unto the end, she may by thy mercy come to thine 
everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ, thy Son, 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God for ever and 
ever. Amen.

way.
J And the Gospel ended shall be sung the Creed following, 
the Queen with the people standing, as before.
X BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, 
I Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things 

-^-visible and invisible: And in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of

|||

knowledge and true godliness, and fill her, O Lord, 
with the Spirit of thy holy fear, now and for ever; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

This prayer being ended, and the people standing, 
the choir shall sing:

I Kings i, 39, 40.
? AADOK the priest and Nathan the prophet 
f anointed Solomon king; and all the people 

/y -Jrejoiced and said God save the king, Long live 
the king, May the king live for ever. Amen. 
Hallelujah.
•J In the mean time, the Queen rising from her devotions, 
having been disrobed of her crimson robe by the Lord 
Great Chamberlain, assisted by the Mistress of the Robes, 
and being uncovered, shall go before the Altar, supported 
and attended as before.
•j The Queen shall sit down in King Edward's Chair 
{placed in the midst of the Area over against the Altar, 
with a faldstool before it}, wherein she is to be anointed. 
Four Knights of the Garter shall hold over her a rich pall 
of silk, or cloth of gold: the Dean of Westminster, taking 
the Ampulla and Spoon from off the Altar, shall hold 
them ready, pouring some of the holy Oil into the Spoon, 
and with it the Archbishop shall anoint the Queen in the 
form of a cross:

On the palms of both rhe hands, saying, 
Be thy Hands anointed with holy Oil. 
On the breast, saying.
Be thy Breast anointed with holy Oil:
On the crown of the head, saying,
Be thy Head anointed with holy Oil: as kings, 

priests, and prophets were anointed.
And as Solomon was anointed king by Zadok the 

priest and Nathan the prophet, so be you anointed, 
blessed, and consecrated Queen over the Peoples, 
whom the Lord your God hath given you to rule and 
govern, In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
V Then shall the Dean of Westminster lay the Ampulla 
and Spoon upon the Altar; and the Queen kneeling down 
at the faldstool, the Archbishop shall say this Blessing 
over her:

ZAUR Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
I Iwho by his Father was anointed with the Oil 

of gladness above his fellows, by his holy 
Anointing pour down upon your Head and Heart 
the blessing of the Holy Ghost, and prosper the 
works of your Hands: that by the assistance of his 
heavenly grace you may govern and preserve the 
people committed to your charge in wealth, peace 
and godliness; and after a long and glorious course 
of ruling a temporal kingdom wisely, justly, and 
religiously, you may at last be made partaker of an 
eternal kingdom, through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

This prayer being ended, the Queen shall arise and sit 
down again in King Edward's Chair, while the Knights of 
the Garter bear away the pall; whereupon the Queen 
again arising, the Dean of Westminster, assisted by the 
Mistress of rhe Robes, shall put upon her Majesty the 
Colobium Sindonis and the Supertunica or Close Pall 
of cloth of gold, together with a Girdle of the same. 
Then shall the Queen again sit down, after which the

of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 
and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Archbishop Lord have mercy upon us.
Answer Christ have mercy upon us.
Archbishop Lord have mercy upon us.

And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription? They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then 
saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s: and unto God the 
things that are God’s. When they had heard these

THE GOSPEL
*i To be read by another Bishop, the Queen with the 
people standing.

S. Matthew xxii, 15.
HEN went the Pharisees, and took counsel 
how they might entangle him in his talk. And 
they sent out unto him their disciples, with the 

Herodians, saying Master, we know that thou art 
true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither 
carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the 
person of men. Tell us therefore, What thinkest 
thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 
But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, 

_ c , . . . ------- Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites ? Shew me the
face of thine Anointed For one day in thy courts is tribute-money. And they brought unto him a penny, 
better than a thousand. .

Then, the people kneeling, the Archbishop shall 
begin the Communion Service saying:

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: —....... _____________
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration words they marvelled, and left him, and went their

•J Then the Queen arising out of her Chair, supported as 
before, the Sword of State being carried before her, shall 
go to the Altar, and make her solemn Oath in the sight of 

all the people to observe the 
XI1C )3iblC tO premisses: laying her right hand
bC btOllGht. uPon {he Holy Gospel in the great

Bible (which was before carried 
in rhe procession and is now brought from the Altar 
by the Archbishop, and tendered to her as she kneels 
upon the steps}, and saying these words:

The things which I have here before promised, I 
will perform, and keep. So help me God.

1) Then the Queen shall kiss the Book 
and sign the Oath.

The Queen, having thus taken her Oath, shall return 
again to her Chair, and the Bible shall be delivered to the 
Dean of Westminster.
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GOD the Crown of the faithful : Bless we 
beseech thee this Crown, and so sanctify thy 
servant ELIZABETH upon whose head this 

day thou dost place it for a sign of royal majesty, 
that she may be filled by thine abundant grace with 
all princely virtues: through the King Eternal Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
II Then the Queen still sitting in King Edward's Chair, 
the people shall stand and the Atchbishop, assisted with 
other Bishops, shall come from the Altar: the Dean 
of Westminster shall bring the Crown, and the Arch­
bishop taking it of him shall reverently put it upon the 
Queen's head. At the sight whereof the people, with 
loud and repeated shouts, shall cry,

erp o

3 g

fearing God, and honouring the Queen, may by the 
gracious assistance of God's infinite goodness, and 
by the vigilant care of his anointed servant, our 
gracious Sovereign, continually enjoy peace, plenty, 
and prosperity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with the eternal Father, and God the Holy 
Ghost, be glory in the Church, world without end. 
Amen.

XIII. THE INTHRONIZATION
H Then shall the Queen go to her Throne, and be lifted 
up into it by the Archbishops and Bishops, and other Peers 
of the Kingdom; and being Inthronized. or placed therein, 
all the Great Officers, those that bear the Swords and the 
Sceptres, and the Nobles who carried the other Regalia, 
shall stand round about the steps of the Throne; and the 
Archbishop, standing before the Queen, shall say:
/"^TAND firm, and hold fast from henceforth the 
^kscat and state of royal and imperial dignity, 

which is this day delivered unto you, in the Name 
and by the Authority of Almighty God, and by the 
hands of us the Bishops and servants of God, though 
unworthy. And the Lord God Almighty, whose 
ministers we are, and the stewards of his mysteries, 
establish your Throne in righteousness, that it may 
stand fast for evermore. Amen.

XIV. THE HOMAGE
II The Exhortation being ended, alt the Princes and Peers 
then present shall do their Fealty and Homage publicly 
and solemnly unto the Queen: and the Queen shall 
deliver her Sceptre with the Cross and the Rod with the 
Dove, to some one near to the Blood Royal, or to the 
Lords that carried them in the procession, or to any other 
that she pleaseth to assign, to hold them by her, till the 
Homage be ended.
Il And the Bishops that support the Queen in the 
procession may also ease her, by supporting the Crown, 
as there shall be occasion.
If The Archbishop first shall ascend the steps of the 
Throne and kneel down before her Majesty, and the rest 
of the Bishops shall kneel in their places: and they shall 
do their Fealty together, for the shortening of the 
ceremony: and the Archbishop, placing his hands 
between those of her Majesty, shall say:

T, GEOFFREY, Archbishop of Canterbury 
I [and so every one of the rest, I, N. Bishop of N., 
A repeating the rest audibly after the Archbishop], 
will be faithful and true, and faith and truth will bear 
unto you, our Sovereign Lady, Queen of this Realm 
and Defender of the Faith, and unto your heirs and 
successors according to law. So help me God.
•J Then shall the Archbishop kiss the Queen s right hand; 
after which the Duke of Edinburgh shall ascend the steps 
of the Throne, and having taken off his coronet, shall 
kneel down before her Majesty, and placing his hands 
between those of her Majesty, shall pronounce the words 
of Homage, saying:
T, PHILIP, Duke of Edinburgh, do become your
I liege man of life and limb, and of earthly worship; 

JLand faith and truth I will bear unto you, to live 
and die, against all manner of folks. So help me God.
II And arising shall touch the Crown upon her Majesty's 
head and kiss her Majesty's left cheek.
•[ In like manner shall the Duke of Gloucester and the 
Duke of Kent severally do their Homage. After which the

i
§

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN
*i The Princes and Princesses, the Peers and Peeresses 
shall put on their coronets and caps, and the Kings of 
Arms their crowns; and the trumpets shall sound, and by 
a signal given, the great guns at the Tower shall be shot 
off.
1! The acclamation ceasing, the Archbishop shall go on, 
and say:

OD crown you with a crown of glory and 
righteousness, that having a right faith and 
manifold fruit of good works, you may obtain 

the crown of an everlasting kingdom by the gift of 
him whose kingdom endureth for ever. Amen.
H Then shall the choir sing:
TTjE strong and of a good courage: keep the 
■“^commandments of the Lord thy God, and 

A—# walk in his ways.
11 And the people shall remain standing until after 
the Homage be ended.

XII. THE BENEDICTION
II And now the Queen having been thus anointed and 
crowned, and having received all the Ensigns of Royalty, 
the Archbishop shall solemnly bless her: and the 
Archbishop of York and all the Bishops, with the rest of 
the Peers, shall follow every part of the Benediction with a 
loud and hearty Amen.

HE Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord 
protect you in all your ways and prosper all 
your handywork. Amen.

The Lord give you faithful Parliaments and quiet 
Realms; sure defence against all enemies; fruitful 
lands and a prosperous industry; wise counsellors 
and upright magistrates; leaders of integrity in 
learning and labour; a devout, learned and useful 
clergy; honest, peaceable and dutiful citizens.

May Wisdom and Knowledge be the Stability of 
your Times, and the Fear of the Lord your Treasure. 
Amen.

The Lord who hath made you Queen over these 
Peoples give you increase of grace, honour and 
happiness in this world, and make you partaker of 
his eternal felicity in the world to come. Amen.
II Then shall the Archbishop turn to the people and say:

AND the same Lord God Almighty grant that 
ZA the Clergy and Nobles assembled here for 

-Z A this great and solemn service, ano together 
with them all the Peoples of this Commonwealth,
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strengthened in all your works and defended against 
your enemies both bodily and ghostly, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
H Then the Queen arising, the Robe Royal or Pal! of 
cloth of gold with the Stole Royal shall be delivered by the 
Groom of the Robes to the Dean of IVestminster, and by 
him, assisted by the Mistress of the Robes, put upon the 
Queen, standing; the Lord Great Chamberlain fastening 
the clasps. Then shall the Queen sit down, and the 
Archbishop shall say:
'■"'RECEIVE this Imperial Robe, and the Lord 
L-^ your God endue you with knowledge and 
JL V.wisdom, with majesty and with power from 
on high; the Lord clothe you with the robe of 
righteousness, and with the garments of salvation.

THE DELIVERY OF THE ORB
1i Then shall the Orb with the Cross be brought from the 
A liar by the Dean of IVestminster and delivered into the 
Queen's right hand by the Archbishop, saying: 
T'VECEIVE this Orb set under the Cross, and 
1^ remember that the whole world is subject 

JL \uo the Power and Empire of Christ our 
Redeemer.
*1 Then shall the Queen deliver the Orb to the Dean oj 
IVestminster, to be by him laid on the Altar.

X. THE INVESTITURE PER 
ANNO LUM, ET PER SCEPTRUM ET 

BACULUM
•J Then the Keeper of the Jewel House shall deliver to the 
Archbishop the Queen's Ring, wherein is set a sapphire 
and upon it a ruby cross: the Archbishop shall put it on 
the fourth finger of her Majesty's right hand, and say: 
T^ECEJVE the Ring of kingly dignity, and the 

seal of Catholic Faith: and as you are this day 
JL N^consecrated to be our Head and Prince, so 
may you continue stedfastly as the Defender of 
Christ’s Religion; that being rich in faith and 
blessed in all good works, you may reign with him 
who is the King of Kings, to whom be the glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.
II Then shall the Dean of IVestminster bring the Sceptre 
with the Cross and the Rod with the Dove to the 
Archbishop.
1i The Glove having been presented to the Queen, the 
Archbishop shall deliver the Sceptre with the Cross into 
her Majesty's right hand, saying:
TAECEIVE the Royal Sceptre, the ensign of 

kingly power and justice.

* And then shall he deliver the Rod with the Dove into 
the Queen's lejt hand, and say:
'TAECEIVE the Rod of equity and mercy. Be 

so merciful that you be not too remiss; so 
A Vexecute justice that you forget not mercy. 
Punish the wicked, protect and cherish the just, an 
lead your people in the way wherein they should go.

XI. THE PUTTING ON OF THE
CROWN „ .

• The Archbishop, standing before the Altar, snail ta<

St. Statd’s CtOton. Z'Tl-^re ’
upon the Altar, he shall say:

VIII. THE PRESENTING OF THE 
SPURS AND SWORD. AND THE 

OBLATION OF THE SAID SWORD
I] The Spurs shall be brought from the Altar by die Dean 
of Westminster. and delivered to the Lord Great Chamber- 
lain; who, kneeling down, shall present them to the 
Queen, who forthwith sends them back to the Altar.
• Then the Lord, who carries the Sword oj State, 
delivering io the Lord Chamberlain the said Sword (which 
is thereupon deposited in Saint Edward s Chapel) 
shall receive from the Lord Chamberlain, in lieu thereof, 
another Sword in a scabbard which he shall deliver 
to the Archbishop: and the Archbishop shall lay it on the 
Altar and say:
T TEAR our prayers, O Lord, we beseech thee, 
I—I and so direct and support thy servant Queen 
JL JLELIZABETH that she may not bear the 
Sword in vain: but may use it as the minister of God 
for the terror and punishment of evil doers, and for 
the protection and encouragement of those that do 
well, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
r Then shall the Archbishop lake the Sword from off the 
Altar, and (the Archbishop of York and the Bishops oj 
London and Winchester and other Bishops assisting and 
going along with him) shall deliver it into the Queen's 
hands; and, the Queen holding it, the Archbishop shall 
say:
TYECEIVE this kingly Sword, brought now 

from the Altar of God, and delivered to you 
A Vby the hands of us the Bishops and servants 
of God, though unworthy. With this Sword do 
justice, stop the growth of iniquity, protect the holy 
Church of God, help and defend widows and 
orphans, restore the things that are gone to decay, 
maintain the things that are restored, punish and 
reform what is amiss, and confirm what is in good 
order: that doing these things you may be glorious 
in all virtue; and so faithfully serve our Lord Jesus 
Christ in this life, that you may reign for ever with 
him in the life which is to come. Amen.
• Then the Queen, rising up and going to the Altar, shall 
offer it there in the scabbard, and then return and sit down 
in King Edward's Chair: and the Peer, who first received 
the Sword, shall offer the price of it, namely, one hundred 
shillings, and having thus redeemed it, shall receive it from 
the Dean of Westminster, from off the Altar, and draw it 
out of the scabbard, and carry it naked before her 
Majesty during the rest of the solemnity.
' Then the Archbishop of York and the Bishops who 
have assisted during the offering shall return to their 
places.

IX. THE INVESTING WITH THE 
ARMILLS, THE STOLE ROYAL AND 

THE ROBE ROYAL: AND THE 
DELIVERY OF THE ORB

U Then the Dean of Westminster shall deliver the Armilis 
to the Archbishop, who, putting them upon the Queen's 
wrists, shall say:

f)ECEIVE the Bracelets of sincerity and 
f\ wisdom, both for tokens of the Lord’s pro-

?nJbracin8 y°u on every side; and for 
symbols and pledges of that bond which unites you 
unh your Peoples: to the end that you may be
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Then shall the Archbishop bless the Duke, saying:

ALMIGHTY God, to whom belongeth all 
ZA power and dignity, prosper you in your 
/ Ahonour and grant you therein long to con­

tinue, fearing him always and always, doing such 
things as shall please him, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

beside the Queen's. Then shall the Archbishop go to him 
and say this prayer:

ALMIGHTY God, the fountain of all good- 
ZA ness: give ear, we beseech thee, to our prayers, 

1 Aand multiply thy blessings upon this thy 
servant PHILIP who with all humble devotion offers 
himself for thy service in the dignity to which thou 
hast called him. Defend him from all dangers, 
ghostly and bodily; make him a great example of 
virtue and godliness, and a blessing to the Queen 
and to her Peoples; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and rcigneth with thee, O Father, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, woild without end. Amen.
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11 Then the Archbishop, returning to the Altar, shall say:
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church 

militant here in earth.

ALMIGHTY and overliving God, who by thy 
ZA holy Apostle hast taught us to make prayers 

J Aand supplications, and to give thanks, for all 
men: we humbly beseech thee most mercifully to 
accept these oblations, and to receive these our 
prayers, which we offer unto thy Divine Majesty; 
beseeching thee to inspire continually the universal 
Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord: 
And grant, that all they that do confess thy holy 
Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and 
live in unity, and godly love. We beseech thee also to 
save and defend all Christian Kings, Princes and 
Governors; and specially thy servant ELIZABETH 
our Queen: that under her we may be godly and 
quietly-governed; and grant unto her whole Council, 
and to all that arc put in authority under her, that 
they may truly and indifferently minister justice, 
to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the 
maintenance of thy true religion, and virtue. Give 
grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops and 
Curates, that they may both by their life and doc­
trine set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly 
and duly administer thy holy Sacraments: And to all 
thy people give thy heavenly grace; and specially 
to this congregation here present; that, with meek 
heart and due reverence, they may hear, and receive 
thy holy Word; truly serving thee in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of their life. And we most 
humbly beseech thee of thy goodness, O Lord, to 
comfort and succour all them, who in this transitory 
life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any 
other adversity. And we also bless thy holy Name 
for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and 
fear; beseeching thee to give us grace so to follow 
their good examples, that with them we may be

partakers of thy heavenly kingdom: Grant this, O 
Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen.

The Exhortation.
E that do truly and earnestly repent you of 
your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbours, and intend to lead a new 

life, following the commandments of God, and 
walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near 
with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your 
comfort; and make your humble confession to 
Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees.

5i The General Confession.
ALMIGHTY God, Father of our Lord Jesus 

ZA Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men: 
T AWe acknowledge and bewail our manifold 
sins and wickedness, Which we from time to time 
most grievously have committed, By thought, 
word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty, 
Provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation 
against us. We do earnestly repent, And arc heartily 
sorry for these our misdoings; The remembrance 
of them is grievous unto us; The burden of them is 
intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon 
us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; And 
grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please 
thee in newness of life, To the honour and glory of 
thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

5J The Absolution.
ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who 

ZA of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
J Aof sins to all them that with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto him; Have mercy upon you; 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*r Then shall the Archbishop say:
Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ 

saith unto all that truly turn to him.
OME unto me all that travail and are heavy 
laden, and I will refresh you.—St. Matthew 
xi, 28.

So God loved the world, that he gave his only- 
begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.— 
St. John in, 16.

Hear also what Saint Paul saith.
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be 

received that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners.—I, Timothy i, 15.

Hear also what Saint John saith.
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 
propitiation for our sins.—I, St. John n, 1.

«] After which the Archbishop shall proceed, saying:
Lift up your hearts;
Answer We lift them up unto the Lord.
Archbishop Let us give thanks unto our Lord God; 
Answer It is meet and right so to do.
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Senior Peer of each degree (of the Dukes first by them­
selves, and so of the Marquesses, Earls. Viscounts, and 
Barons in that order) shall ascend the steps of the Throne 
and. having first removed his coronet, shall kneel before 
her Majesty: and all the Peers of his degree, having put 
off" their coronets, shall kneel in their places and shall 
say with him:
qr, N. Duke, or Earl, etc., of N., do become your 
I liege man of life and limb, and of earthly wor- 

JLship; and faith and truth I will bear unto you, 
to live and die, against all manner of folks. So help 
me God.
•J This done, the Senior Peer shall rise, and, all the Peers 
of his degree rising also, he shall touch the Crown upon 
her Majesty's head, as promising by that ceremony for 
himself and his Order to be ever ready to support it with 
all their power; and then shall he kiss the Queen's right 
hand.
51 At the same time the choir shall sing these anthems, or 
some of them:
T’V EJOICE in the Lord alway, and again I say, 
|-< rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto 

JL nkall men: the Lord is even at hand. Be careful 
for nothing: but in all prayer and supplication, let 
your petitions be manifest unto God, with giving of 
thanks. And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesu.—John Redford.

CLAP your hands together, all ye people: 
I 10 sing unto God with the voice of melody.

For the Lord is high and to be feared: he is 
the great King of all the earth. He shall subdue the 
people under us: and the nations under our feet. 
He shall choose out an heritage for us: even the 
worship of Jacob,whom he loved— Orlando Gibbons.

T WILL not leave you comfortless. Alleluia. I go 
I away and come again to you. Alleluia. And your 

JL heart shall rejoice. Alleluia.—William Byrd.

LORD our Govemour: how excellent is thy 
Name in all the world. Behold, O God our 
defender: and look upon the face of thine 

Anointed. O hold thou up her goings in thy paths: 
that her footsteps slip not. Grant the Queen a long 
life: and make her glad with the joy of thy counten­
ance. Save Lord and hear us O King of heaven: when 
we call upon thee. Amen—Healey Willan.

f I ’HOU wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
| mind is stayed on thee. The darkness is no 
J- darkness with thee, but the night is as clear 

as the day: the darkness and the light to thee are both 
alike. God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
O let my soul live, and it shall praise thee. For thine 
is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever­
more. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee— Samuel Sebastian Wesley.

When the Homage is ended, the drums shall beat and 
the trumpets sound, and all the people shout, cryingout:

God save Queen ELIZABETH, 
Long live Queen ELIZABETH’.

May the Queen live for ever.
5 Then shall the Archbishop leave the Queen 
Throne and go to the Altar.

XV. THE COMMUNION
51 Then shall the organ play and the people shall with 
voice sing this hymn:

A LL people that on earth do dwell,
ZA Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;

J XHim serve with fear, his praise forth tell, 
Come ye before him, and rejoice.

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed, 
Without our aid he did us make;

We are his folk, he doth us feed,
And for his sheep he doth us take.

O enter then his gates with praise,
Approach with joy his courts unto;

Praise, laud, and bless his name always,, 
For it is seemly so to do.

For why? the Lord our God is good:
His mercy is for ever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood, 
And shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
The God whom heaven and earth adore, 

From men and from the Angel-host
Be praise and glory evermore. Amen.

51 In the mean while the Queen shall deliver her Sceptre 
and Rod to the Lords who had previously borne them, and 
descend from her Throne, supported and attended as 
before: and go to the steps of the Altar, where, taking 
off her Crown, which she shall deliver to the Lord Great 
Chamberlain or other appointed Officer to hold, she shall 
kneel down.
51 The hymn ended and the people kneeling, first the 
Queen shall offer Bread and Wine for the Communion, 
which being brought out of Saint Edward's Chapel, 
and delivered into her hands (the Bread upon the Paten 
by the Bishop that read the Epistle, and the Wine 
in the Chalice by the Bishop that read the Gospel), shall 
be received from the Queen by the Archbishop, and 
reverently placed upon the Altar, and decently covered 
with a fair linen cloth, the Archbishop first saying this 
prayer:

Ty LESS, O Lord, we beseech thee, these thy gifts, 
ryand sanctify them unto this holy use, that by 

-1—/them we may be made partakers of the Body 
and Blood of thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, 
and fed unto everlasting life of soul and body: And 
that thy servant Queen ELIZABETH may be 
enabled to the discharge of her weighty office, 
whereunto of thy great goodness thou hast called 
and appointed her. Grant this, O Lord, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen.

^le Qlleen kneeling, as before, shall make her 
Oblation, offering a Pall or Altar-cloth delivered by the 
Groom of the Robes to the Lord Great Chamberlain, and 
r r^i’ kneelin8>t0 ker Majesty, and an Ingot or Wedge 

of Gold of a pound weight, which the Treasurer of the 
Household shall deliver to the Lord Great Chamberlain, 
and he to her Majesty; and the Archbishop coming to her, 
shall receive and place them upon the Altar.

Then shall the Queen kneel down at her faldstool, set 
bejore the Altar between the steps and King Edward's 
Chair: and the Duke of Edinburgh shall advance and, 
taking off his coronet, kneel down at a faldstool set
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When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of 
death: thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven to all 
believers.

Thou sittest at the right hand of God: in the glory 
of the Father.

We believe that thou shalt come: to be our Judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants: whom 

thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with thy Saints: in 

glory everlasting.
O Lord, save thy people: and bless thine heritage.
Govern them: and lift them up for ever.
Day by day: we magnify thee;
And we worship thy Name: ever world without 

end.
Vouchsafe, O Lord: to keep us this day without 

sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us: have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us: as our 

trust is in thee.
O Lord, in thee have I trusted: let me never be 

confounded.

4
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lay his hand 
upon the Cup.
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AHere the
Archbishop is to 
take the Paten 
into his hands: 

bAnd here to 
break the Bread: 

cAnd here to 
lay his hand 
upon the Bread: 

AHere he is to 
take the 
into his hand:

^And here to it to them, saying Drink ve aU of 
’ ’ '"~J this; for ‘this is my Blood of the

New Testament, which is shed for 
you and for many for the remission 

Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 
remembrance of me. Amen.

XVII. THE RECESS
•J In the mean time, the Queen, supported as before, the 
four Swords being carried before her, shall descend from 
her Throne, crowned and carrying the Sceptre and the 
Rod in her hands, and shall go into the Area eastward of 
the Theatre; and, the Archbishop going before her, she 
shall pass on through the door on the south side of the 
Altar into Saint Edward's Chapel; and after her shall 
follow the Groom of the Robes, the Lord Great Chamber- 
lain and the Lords that carried the Regalia in the 
procession (the Dean of Westminster delivering the Orb, 
the Spurs and St. Edward's Staff to the Bearers of them 
as they pass the Altar); and lastly shall go in the Dean.
’J The Queen, having come into the Chapel, shall deliver 
to the Archbishop, being at the Altar there, the Sceptre 
and the Rod to be laid upon the Altar: and the Archbishop 
shall receive the Queen s Crown and lay it upon the Altar 
also. Then, assisted by the Mistress of the Robes, and 
attended by the Lord Great Chamberlain and the Groom 
of the Robes, the Queen shall be disrobed of her Robe 
Royal and arrayed in her Robe of purple velvet.
*J Meanwhile the Dean of Westminster shall lay upon the 
Altar the Orb, the Spurs and St. Edward's Staff, having 
received them from the Bearers oj them, who shall then 
(preceded by the Bearers of the Four Swords) withdraw 
from the Chapel by the same door on the south side and 
take the places assigned to them in the procession.
«J The Queen, being ready, and wearing her Imperial 
Crown, shall receive the Sceptre with the Cross into her 
right hand and into her left hand the Orb from the 
Archbishop, who, having delivered them, shall withdraw 
from the Chapel and take his place in the procession: and 
the Lord Great Chamberlain shall do likewise.
«j Then her Majesty, supported and attended as before, 
shall leave the Chapel by the same door on the south side 
and shall proceed in state through the Choir and the Nave 
to the west door of the Church, wearing her Crown and 
bearing in her right hand the Sceptre and in her left hand 
the Orb.

•J Then shall be sung:
LORY be to God on high, and in earth peace, 
good will towards men. We praise thee, we 
bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, 

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O 
Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesu Christ; O 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins 
of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest 
at the right hand of God the Father have mercy 
upon us.

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most 
high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Then, the people kneeling, the Archbishop shall say:
REVENT us, O Lord, in all our doings, with 

g-^thy most gracious favour, and further us with 
A thy continual help; that in all our works begun, 
continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy 
holy Name, and finally by thy mercy obtain ever­
lasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The peace of God, which passeth all under­
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the know­
ledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst 
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

XVI
•J The solemnity of the Queen's Coronation being thus 
ended, the people shall stand, and the choir shall sing:

TE DEUM LAUD AM US.
Pra‘se t,iee’ ° God: we acknowledge thee 

%/%/ to be the Lord.
▼ v All the earth doth worship thee: the 

Father everlasting.
To thee all Angels cry aloud: the heavens and all 

the powers therein.
To thee Cherubin and Seraphin: continually do 

cry,
Holy, Holy, Holy: Lord God of Sabaolh;
Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty: of thy 

Glory.
The glorious company of the Apostles: praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the Prophets: praise thee.
The noble army of Martyrs: praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world: doth 

acknowledge thee;
The Father: of an infinite Majesty;
Thine honourable true: and only Son;
Also the Holy Ghost: the Comforter.
Thou art the King of Glory: O Christ.
Thou art the everlasting Son: of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man: 

thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb.

•j Then shall the Archbishop turn to the Lord's Table, 
and say:
¥T is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that 
I we should at all times, and in all places, give 
L thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 
Everlasting God:

Who hast at this time consecrated thy servant 
ELIZABETH to be our Queen, that by the anointing 
of thy grace she may be the Defender of thy Faith 
and the Protector of thy Church and People.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 
thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and 
saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory': Glory be to thee, O Lord 
most high. Amen.
*' The Prayer of Humble Access:
X X TE do not presume to come to this thy 
% /1/ Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
v T righteousness, but in thy manifold and 

great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 
the same Lord, whose property is always to have 
mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean 
by his body, and our souls washed through his most 
precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in 
him, and he in us. Amen.
H The Prayer of Consecration:

LMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who 
of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son 

.Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross 
for our redemption; who made there (by his one 
oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his 
holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death, until his coming 
again: Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly 
beseech thee; and grant that we receiving these thy 
creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in 

remembrance of his death and 
passion, may be partakers of his 
most blessed Body and Blood: who, 
in the same night that he was be­
trayed, ‘took Bread; and when he 
had given thanks, bhe brake it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, 
Take, eat; 'this is my Body which 
is given for you: Do this in 
remembrance of me. Likewise after

Cup supper Jhe took the Cup; and, < 
when he had given thanks, he gave i

51 When the Archbishops, and the Dean of Westminster 
with the Bishops Assistant (namely, those who carried the 
Bible, Paten and Chalice in the Procession), have 
communicated in both kinds, the Queen with the Duke of 
Edinburgh shall advance to the steps of the Altar and, 
both kneeling down, the Archbishop shall administer the 
Bread, and the Dean of Westminster the Cup, to them. 
And in the mean time the choir shall sing:

TASTE, and sec, how gracious the Lord is: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in him.

Psalm xxxiv, 8
"I At the delivery of the Bread shall be said:

HE Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
given for thee, preserve thy body and soul 
unto everlasting life: Take and cat this in 

remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on 
him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving.

At the delivery of the Cup:

f I ^HE Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
I shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto 

JL everlasting life: Drink this in remembrance 
that Christ’s Blood was shed for thee, and be 
thankful.
*| After which the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh 
shall return to their faldstools; and the Archbishop shall 
go on to the Post-Communion, he and all the people 
saying:

UR Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
I Ebe thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 

will be done in earth, As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, The power, 
and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
’i After shall be said as followeth:

LORD and heavenly Father, we thy humble 
I 1 servants entirely desire thy fatherly goodness 

mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching 
thee to grant, that by the merits and death of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we 
and all thy whole Church may obtain remission of 
our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. And 
here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our­
selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and lively sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseech­
ing thee, that all we, who arc partakers of this holy 
Communion, may be fulfilled with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction. And although we be unworthy, 
through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any 
sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our 
bounden duty and service; not weighing our merits, 
but pardoning our offences, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, 
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.

Then, all the people standing, the Queen shall rise and 
receiving again her Crown shall repair to her Throne, 
there taking the Sceptre and the Rod into her hands 
again; and the Duke, putting on his coronet, shall return 
to his place.

FINIS
The text of the service is Crown copyright and is printed herein by authority. 

At the time of going to press certain parts were still subject to revision.



A GENEALOGICAL TABLE
SHOWING THE DESCENT OF THE CROWN

HOUSE OF NORMANDY

HOUSE OF ANJOU

7j

: Joan. the Fa>r 
of Kent (d 138$)

HOUSE OF
LANCASTER °m

Out

HOUSE OF YORK

1441-1 
1471-1

HOUSE OF TUDOR

>o§o(

HOUSE OF

•)L

tT

u

$ HOUSE OF SAXE-COBURG AND GOTHA

HOUSE OF WINDSOR

>WA

©8
Limited, Long Acre, London, IP.C.2, England.

Anne Mortinjer
(ice oppose)

<?& /"■ Si

Roger. 4rh 
(1

Eluabetr 
(d I "

(d HIO)

r 
Mary

fARD II of 
1307-13 
depox

(I) |

"Gerald = Angela Dowding

GEORGE VI = El.ta: 
1934-1952 C

of Antbach
1737)

= Ernctc Aujuttui-
I Elector of Hanover (d. 1693)

RICHAF

WILLIAM II Ruful HENRY I I 
IOS7-IICO 1100-1

Henry V.Holy Roman Emperor <d 112b) (l> =

: Ma'/ 
(d- 1660)

Hj'prct

Mortimer 
(d 3bOwt Ml);

Al.ce. daw o* Joen Charter 
7th D.ke of Bxc'.cwch 
** 9th D-it o' Q-ee'.xtcrr, 

ftetard *ard, 
of Ker-t

EDWARD VI 
1547-1553

Anne Hyde ( 
(d 1671)

WILLIAM the
1066-IO.1

Wdbana

try George Charles 
Earl of Hirewood 

(d. I?V)

(2) Isabella 
of France

5). dau. d 
of Denmark

GEORGEV =
I’lUtM I

Eifiaocth. fla- 
Geo'je. 14-h 
$trmwno'c and

ELIZABETH II == PhH.p, dLc of Edinburgh

Charles. 
Duke of Cornwall

JAMES II & VII = 
1685-1683 I 
depoted 
(d. 1701)

Sophu 
(d. 1714)

George. — Maria
7th* Earl of I Donna (Marlon) 
Hire.ooo I Stein

David. Viicount Lascelles

= Elea-O' of Prorenci
| Id 1291)

EDWARD I Longshanka 
1272-1307

EDWJ

MARY Queen of Scott = Henry Stewart. Lord Darnley, 
1542-1567 I Dale of Albany and
depoted I King-Contort of Scotland
Id. 1587) | Id. 1567)

i

Richard. Earl al Cambridge — An re 
|d I4l5).son cf Edmund. I 
D.ke al York (tee oppoute)|

Rienvd Plantagenet.  = Cecily Ne.ille 
3rd Dale of York I (d 1495)

Id l*dO) |

RICHARD III = Anne Neville Id 149$) 
1483-1«$ diu o' Richard. Earl of

Warwick."* The Kingmaker *

Katharine of Aragon (dlr 1533. d 1536) (II = HENRY VIII = p) Anne Boleyn (d. 1536)
June Seymour (d 1537) (3| = | 1509-1547 |

PHILIP MARY I ELIZABETH I
Kung-Conson of England 1553-1558 1558-1603

1554-1558
Kmg of Spain 

1554-1598

Duke of" 7

(d.~ 1942) J________________

D >Alexandra

eth de Burgh 
(d 1363)

IT (!) = Catherine of fra 
smooth | (d 1437) 
■1422 |

HENRV VI = Margaret ol Anjou 

of Wmdior (d 1*81) I
1422-1441 depoted 
1470-1471 deposed
(d May.1471)

I

£3

1
Bl©

Edmund cf Langley.rr Isabella ofCaitlin

hanover c,5?X,Ts",“W‘“1'
Elector of I 
Hanover I 

1698 1727 |

iTXT

I

I
.narks Edward 
! Towftff Cheviot?

fd 1768)

Earl of March = Eleanor Woland 
II (4 1405)

Anne of Bohemia f I > = RICHARD II = 
(d 1394) of Bordeaux

1377-1J99

(dU«»)

Jamea Francn Edward = Mary Clementina of Poland 
" The Old Chevalier " I (d 1735) 

(d. 17m,)

lela = Stephen, Count of Bloit
II37|| (d 1102)

STEPHEN = Matilda ol Boulo-ne 
1135-1154 (d. 1151)

ieor.etta Maria of France 
and Nararre (d 1649)

EDWARD VIII
Jan,Dec. 1934 

abdicated 
Duxe o' Windsor

John Beau'crt, - Margaret 
akc of Somerset | Beauchamp 

(d I*44) I

Margaret Beaufort 
(d 1509)

Blanche (d 136’). (I) = John 
dau. of Henry. Duke of I

Lancaitcr | I

I
ANNE = Georje cf Dennark. 

I702pI7I4 D.«e c/Cums<rland 
(A 1709)

land = Anne of

LL

Alice = Louis IV. 
(d, 1878) | 

Victoria — 1' 
(d. 1950)

Manna, dau of Nicholas, 
ion of Gec*r|e I. Kinj of 
the Hc!lcr<ci

i a

'Oftoi

il
©

I Denmark 
1619)

1358 ' "

nice = Augusta of Sa>e-Gotna 
>751) | (d. 1772)

>r«s = Eleanor of Aquitaine (d 1202)

JOHN Lackland - liabeHa of Angcul. 
1199-1216 | (d. 1244)

= Francit, Duke at Teck 
) |d 1900)

Printed and diitributed for King George's Jubilee Trust by Odhams Press

GEORGE IV = Garonne cf
IJ2&-I830 (d. 1821)

CHARLES I = Hear.
I62S-I649 I a,.u 
beheaded |

CHARLES II = Cxherirw o' Braganza
I $49; 1640-1685 (d 1705)

Lionel of Ant.erp,= Eluabet 
Duke of Clarence I I * 

(d 1368)

Philippa 
(d 1331)

m r 
tabeth = HENRY VII 
1503) | 1485-1509

JAMES IV. King of (I) = Margaret = (2) Archibald Douglas. Sth Earl 
Scotland l<S3 1513 I Id 1541) I of Angut (d. 1557)

JAMES V = Mary of Lorraine
1513-1542 I (d. 1560)

o^CamoT

(d 141$)

ofQa.de
Earl o' 

Kirt^r orne

E«e»"o* of CawJe
(d 1290) 

of Carnarvon = liabe>h 
1317 I <d

Med

GEORGE II = Caroline 
1727*1760 I (d

“.‘SS1’ - — .o-u.-.. .......?Sro„.,
1------------------- 1 (d. 1850)

’m _________________

EDWARD VII = A’euMra (d 1925) 
1901-1910 I Chr.st,an IX. King a

— Mirgiret Holand 
| (d 1439)

P) O-en Tudor 
(d RSI)

Edwa-d. Pnnce of Walel.= 
•■The Black Prince'* I 

(d 1376)

Henry. Du'«e o' = 
Gloxester I

Wilham IL Prir<e = 
of Orange I | 
1447-1650

WILLIAM III = MARY II 
1489-1702 1689-1694

EDWARD IV = EUnbeth Woerf.iRe 
JI-1470 deposed I (C 1*92) 
.-1483 J ________

EDWARD V 
April-June. 1423 

deposed

Henry Benedict. 
Cardinal York 

(d. 1607)

Frederick. Pri— - * - 
of Walca (d I

Grand Duke of Hetic 
(d. 1892)

= Louis of Battenberg (Mountba««n).
I lit Marqueii of Milford Haven

J (d. 1921)

Alice = Andrew (d. I944).ton of George I.

| King of the Hellenes

Mary. Princes! = Henry
Royal I 8<h E<

EDWARD III of Windtor = Ph.tippa o' Hamault 
1327-1377_| (d 1369)__________________________

a of Gaunt, = (3) Katharine Swyr 
Duke of I (d 1403) 

Lancatter I  (d U99) I------------- -

HENRY IV = Mary de Bohun John Beauf. 
Jolingbrokel Id 1394) Earl of Some 
399-1413 ,4lft’

HENRY V (I) 
of Monmouth

I4I3-I "

HOUSE OF STUART
JAMES I of Engla 

1603-1625 
and VI of Scotland 

1547-1625

:e Conqueror = Malllda of Flandert

Matilda = (2) Geoffrey V Count cf Anjou (d. 1150) 
(d 11671 |

HENRY II Fitt Empr
1154-1189

f 111 of Winchester 
1216-1272

LRD I Cmur de Lion = Berengaria o' Navarre Id 1230) 

1189-1199

HENRY

■‘■"I
tdmund Tudor. = Lady 

Earl of Rschmond
(d |4$6)

Edmund MoHiHfr, = 
3rd Earl of Haren I

Id USI) |

(2) Muy of Modena 
(d. 1718)

Elizabeth = Frederick V. Elector 
(d 1662) I Palatine and Kinv of 

| Bohemia (d 1612)

ofQa.de


COLONIAL OFFICE

s.w.i

Your Reference

My Reference

iiegerencG Inf oxua ti jki ., ojartcient

letter lio* about
Cororxitiou filu strips*

-I

<1.

SANCTUARY BUILDINGS

GREAT SMITH STREET
Tel. : WHItehall 2366 
Extension

I
■'<r



TELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT SERVICE
"1FALKLAND ISLANDS

!
SENT

Words Handed in at DateOffice of OriginNumber

To

HC.-V/G

no. 99 your circular uvingjua 363/53 and 11th hay •TOP

COROIUTION P1U.- AXC.. PAU 1

BRITISH NAU TCP NG .UNT CYAN ,u’D ABGVA BRITISH iUJ □ICUBUTK ri

RisQUIKhiD mTOP NErf PAKA 2

COLONIAL ATC. VIUiA... TO- AHL CuAU.kU.a ■x; . G A. i. i U UL ?ii

SUPPLY OHL iUCH 35mm AND 16 mm P1UHT,

GOVARKOR.Time

COG

44

■,ii -? \ ;V



r Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Administrative Officer, SOUTH GEORGIA.

Goloni aj secret ary.To

TimeDespatched: 19 53 180015th May,

16 th MAy, 79 53 'Time : O8I4.5Received.:
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TELEGRAM.
South Georgia.Admin. OfficeT heFrom

The Colonial SecretaryTo

1 800Despatched : 7® 3 Time

Time: 081®Received: 23 rd May, 7® 3

No 8h. Coronation Celebrations.

half case sherry and half case gin my
property and would be grateful if it could beo wn

replaced in kind first opportunity.
draw provisions from store and only2. hi 11

other expenditure will be for spirits.

J
I

P/-L
S3

Your No 76.
r<»' e?“~-' > • '

Spirits unobtainable locally but intend using half

22nd May,

case whisky,

’) ECODE.
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PARADE. Football pitch.

HiASSo 1 ,<3
—«x— -«»«-

» &B. r-w ft Hft re

a
&£ ;

G

r □
i

&s

PHASE A
■S

<‘»X 5 i W’ • •8

e-b

a 7^'s

/
/ /

2
Parade advances in column of threes from the right and forme close 
column facing left with right guide of R.N. Platoon at flag 9DV

o's^fucu^

PHASE. 2.

j 

c-d-x '

The parade marobss past in column< „ .
in^o three’Sr left wheel twice and again at flag °BV- 
halted when R.N. right gride reaches flag *C? 
turned to face th® Daisx

_5_. - J
At flag *A9 platoons .turn right 

, Parade is h 
The Parade then is 

and dressed by the right-,
•—* -M

(■r* T.-z—?.:.*••■ « jvrxWW

I

m. *■*■< 4 i—JiW

Bass 5- Slaton tta . „t 0„ isl ,.o OTp ,N. o, _

.i

Parade forms up in depends • ’. •" :r ontside PIDF HQ in the saae order as 
in diagram 1 above. Plate.’ bayonets. The 'parade will thr-n march
to the footbal field under orders of the Parada Cemmandw* Platoons 
will halt independently on their markers between flags ’B & C- turn 
left, open order and drass by the right. Parade Sergcaat ifejor 
checks the dressings Platoons eyes front and stand at ease. Parade 
salutes H.E. on arrival, Royal Standard and Governors Flag ar« 
broken*■ H.E inspects the parade.

r,,;r?,i ______

1.. 1 i< I— r th Ci ~I7Mu 13 <■ Ilin rrr aj »>-•>•>««. •• ••

Parade advances in review order5 salute#, anid rsturnii to the a3 
and thsh orders arms. Three cheers are thow given for ths « 
Caps are replaced and. icr • >■ slo-c.^ errs. The parade then sa^ V't^s H.E. as he departs. ... . z
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i
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Ro^al Nauy Halt Xnts left 
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ft <><>«>»•Platoon Right Wheel » Left
whoeX, Halt-late line left tor® Ri#ht

«-i?iatocr3 3taud £\ 3aocfr

J 3 Pq>rm fjp far 
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•Uoi^- 
(oxs)

o'? ftrri'f®! R»y«l Standard H. E*s
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CORCRATIOJT PARADE AT PORT 3TANTEX 2nd JVNS 1ggjo
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ep ©rd«r RoNa Platoon halt© Flag cD°e 
i’uras l*ft ^sfd drs»»5<?s t-y the ^Aghto Ruffiaiaiag Pistons 
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ORDERS. fcTVEN BY-NAPjfcmvE

, e}?l« ^o?) ey<«» rlgh% Eyea fr«?ntc o

left wheel:

’Parade eyes front 0

and
0

Parade Coinaaadero

s

J

!

I

’Parada slop© arras®*.
’Bugler s<3«nd the alert

EVS3T snd
<7 -• r.T

i 
I

5o Advance in 
review order
(1o^)

II

Parade marches* past and fom line facing the 
Dais©

|
Pl$-t<Mra CemeUMBdsrc

o o ©Plato®?}

4o toreh Pas to 
(4^© 

Qoso)

Ipl CArs wh»» at csluffii?. / oistsnec
jrla t e ok G wwnd-ors o 

jP/.-it'xw C?aa»dor3 o® 
reaching flag* A1

rperede CvGsmandnro’Parade will march pas* in oolumeB 
by the right p Ray al Navy leading’

I °R„N3 Platoon By the rSght Qufeefc M®rc±|

P.; ocPl^tfctm 2y th^ right Qwiofc March

I n

| ’Perade will advanc® i® r^vivw order 
J By th© centra Quick March’.
PParade Sl«e»p© A^s0 (Carry «»ia)o
I •'Parade Order Anas’ ’Off C«psc«
| ’Three sheers far Her Ma^e^ty Qu&ea 
j Elisabeth XXcMip Hip Hip HoorayHip 
(Hip Hip Hooray3 Hip Hip Hip
•P^r^A^ C'?a Cvp*4 ;?,t ..••^.«to Sts>^
paayo5

r
|fJParade Hal t o in to 3.ist^ > "• -f t 
] order right dr*c- '

’. ■'c.,. ??.--‘<>-.-r;:>? L?*vn to ths right Ies 
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jwh«^l5 l-eft w: >.-?.lo

{Platooa C^iEmanders Qt 
(mg ’Bc

If-arads C o£«c^r.d@r<,

LParade Sergeant

Parade Cemm©nd©ro
Parade h’srgewat

Parade advances in rmw ox-derp salutes
giWB thne# cheers for Her Ma-’iestyo

(Not<» s- The Royal Salute i” given autonatioally 
ojs oftsjpletlsia the 15 pacsa of advance 
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4Decode. I
The Admin.Officer, South Georgia.From

To The Colonial Secretary.

Time 1800Despatched : 19 5327th May,
7.9 53 Time : 0845Received : 28th May,

No 86. 2d.19s.Cost of provisions £13*Your telegram No 79»
Bristol Milk Sherry.
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29th May, 1953-

Sir,

I am,

t--

■b-far a.
-<2

*

//£/<?

i^._. 9

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

A''- 
4ui left- ;/£<’

&JV ■. '^-3^' If

‘z^Acz

Barton, J.P. , 
Cameron, O.B. E. ,

A

104

Colonial Secretary.

; C-vt—(■;

XI

I am directed to circulate the attached draft of 
a Loyal Address which will be telegraphed to Her 
Majesty on the occasion of her Coronation.

If -eJ/

b £

The Hon. Mr. A. G.
The Hon. Mr. N.K. Cameron, O.B. E. , J.P. , 
The Honourable the Senior Medical Officer, 
The Honourable the Agricultural Officer, 

STANLEY.

2. Will you please signify your approval of the text or attach any amendments you may wish to suggest.



GOVEROEHT TELEGRAPH SERVICE
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.
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HOA/CCHAPSL3IE3 LONDON
NO 1014.

□TO? HAY IT PLSASS YOUR MAJS STY STOP THS GOVERNOR MID COMMANDER IN CHIEF
TOGETHER viTH THE H3MBKR3 OF TH- HXSCUTIV3 COUNCIL 0FF1SR TO YOUR MAJESTY
ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OP THESE ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES THEIR DEE?
AFFECTION AND TilJIR HEARTFELT PEL I CITATIONS UPON THS HAPPY OCCASION OP
YOUR MAJESTY’S CORONATION STOP HZAVPARA THOUGH DWELLING IN THS MOST
DISTANT OUTPOST OF THE GREAT COMMON"'.EaLTH OF PEOPLES OP WHICH YOUR
MAJESTY IS THE B/LOVED HEAD THEY WILL YET BE ABLE COMMA THANKS TO THE
MIRACLES - 0? MODERN SCIENCE COMMA TC FOLLOW THE SOLEMN .JID MAGNIFICENT
RITUAL COMMA TO HEAR YOUR MAJESTY’S VOICE ;JD THS GREAT ACCLAMATION OF
THE PEOPLE AS YOUE MAJESTY PASSES TO AND FROM THE ABBEY STOP THEIR VOICE
WILL BL' ADDED TO THE COUNTLESS PRAYERS OFFERED FOR YOUR MAJ AST Y ;JID THEIR
REJOICINGS WILL BE NO LESS FERVENT TH.IT THOSE NEARER HOME STOP NWPARA
SECURE IN YOUR MAJESTY’S AFFECTION AND ASSURED AT ALL TIMES OF YOUR

STOP
UNQUOTE. GOVERNOR.

*
XJ

CLIFFORD SEMICOLON COLIN CAMPBELL SEMICOLON ROBERT STEWART 3LESS0R 
SEMICOLON ARTHUR GRENFELL BARTON

RESPONSIBILITIES OF SOVEREIGNTY AND WILL ASSURE TO YOUR J4AJE3TY A LONG 
COM.'.iA HAPPY AND PAU3P1SN0US REIGN^TOP BRACKET 3IGN3D BRACKET MILES

GRATEFUL IP YOU WILL LAY THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS BEFORE THE
QUEEN STOP QUOTE STOP NEWPAlLrTO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY

WATCHFUL CARS POR THEM THEY DESIRE TO EXPRESS THEIR UNFAILING DEVOTION 
XgW'ARDS YOUR MAJESTY'S THRONE AND PERSON AND WILL EVER PRAY THAT GOD OF

HIS GOODNESS MAY SUPPORT YOUR MAJESTY IN THE GREAT AND ANXIOUS
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FALKLAND ISLANDS

No., Saving.

Your telegram No.62 of the 20th March.
Coronation, Grove of Oaks.

SEGER.

Major Fleuret has consented to 
represent the Falkland Islands at the ceremony 
to be held in Windsor Great Park on the
4th July.

-A

. I ,
1 / A

.SEC

<6

A'c■lavhlgj COR 56/89/02 /-^?/>

V From the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
F To B Officer Administering the Government of.

D,«.
'^9



FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
CoO. Ref; INF 96/O7»

SAVINGRAM
CIRCULAR U3U/53* 1953-

FILMS OF THE CORONATION

print.

3as

SECER

Copy to - The Crown Agents

THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

\

i i !

<3

J V

2. 
print.
16 mm.

It would, be helpful if indents could be sent in 
soon as possible.

'3

A /

, -—
v x My circular savingram No. 363/53 of

21st April 1953°
In (3) of my circular under reference I informed 

you that negotiations were in hand for acquiring a two-reel 
colour film of the Coronation. As far as the territory 
under your administration is concerned, these have been 
successful and the film may be distributed in both 16 mm. 
and 35 mm.

11th May,

I propose to supply you free, with one 16 mm.
Any supplementary prints which you may need, whether 
or 35 mm. will have to be ordered through the

Crown Agents in the usual way. The cost will be approximately 
£17 for a 16 mm. print and approximately £1l2 for a 35 mm.

There would be no objection to your recovering the 
cost of 35 mm. prints by renting where this can be done.

This circular has been addressed to the governments 
of Aden, North Borneo, British Honduras, Falkland Islands, 
Jamaica, Kenya, Mauritius, Sarawak, Seychelles, 
Somaliland Protectorate, Tanganyika, Uganda, Western Pacific 
and Zanzibar.

__.



1527

TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Time :Despatched: 9.6.53 0920

Coronation film.No 79.

(1)

0
(2)

12. *
(3)9/

II

V
• 7 ;
' ire?

P/L.
SS

r},
;/t L

B.U.F.

^4 j
4
iP<
K ‘ \

0
4%A,A^

A,Aa.A.Z>-1

SECRETARY OF STATE.
/ »

(intld)C.C. £

_____ Your telegram No 106.Following ‘ordered for you as charge on U.K. funds 
British News Special Edition 1 x 35 nun 
(Circular Saving 363/53 of 21st April Refers) already despatched by air.
Colour film 1x16 mm (Circular^ Savingram 434/53 
of 11th May) prints should be ready despatch 
3rd week June will send airwise in hope catching 
FITZROY.Colonial visitors film 1x16 mm and 1x35nun being 
ordered (your telegram No 99.) unlikely prints 
available in time catch FITZROY. You can 
purchase additional copies of (2) and (3) by 
indenting on Crown Agents.

Pathe black and white news reel aiso available for purchase 
see Unnumbered Circular telegram of 11th May but understand 
from your tel eg rain No 99 prints"not required.

Received: 10.6.53 Time: 0845
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT
Office of Origin Words Handed in at DateNumber

23- 6.
To

HUa/C

PLEAS?.’ ORDER FROM ASSOC I. ED BRITISH SPATHE CNE CORONATION NE3SRE-L
16 MM BRACKET SOUND BRACKET TAO RAELS AT SEVENTEEN POUNDS 7 :N SHILLINGS
STOP SECRETARY CP STATE’S UNNUMBERED CIRCULAR, OF 11 TH MAY REFERS STOP
DESPATCH BY J..IR CONN A CT FITZROY MONT EVID-.0 29TH JUNE.

SECRETARY

Time
-OT-



1
he Governor of the ralklano lalanus pvoocuto his oompl & enta

ocretaxy of .Vito for Uxj oXonica amgo <iio <i--ht atxivu able the

Uuj thu honour to fox-uaru fur InformiX-ii mi auksouat of tiie

■joxviitAtlen ocleb:.v.it-.uris hole in ti'-e : alklam lolm^ae 2va> UQj.icn

of U*o ijoronatiun pro^ii;i:)e ai?e ii3iix> c.wXo:?xx'^

b.A‘'; 72 UVl-j s’.'.ig

?.6Ui Juno, 19^'«

uCC

r

;;YJe'L -JD .1 .
Ilf W-— -<r



If K.

attended

At 12. JO p.tu His excellency the Governor and .box# Clifford 
entertained lacrabors ©f the &cecutive and legislative Jounoils and 
Heads of departments at Government House when the health of 
Her kajesty tlie >\;ueen was drunk.

In the afternoon juu&es from the coronation fo-^aittec 
selected the best decorated house anti business premises in Stanley 
for prizes to bo given at, the Cwroiuition Ball. 1 rua ndd-day 
onwards there were almost continuous relays os' 3.iuC. programmes, 
the broadcast of Her Majesty being very clearly hearth 
His ixccllency tile Governor broadcast to the Colony half an hour 
later* a copy of the text of his address is attached,

At 1U a.eu His xjscellency the Governor inspected a parade 
of ueuiciifflents of the Koyal iJavy, the Royal urines, ttie Falkland 
Isliinds Defence force and the Buys* Brigade in Government House 
paddocks. An hour later u very large congregation attended a 
service in Christ Church Cathedral and, at the case time, a service 
was held by the Apostolic Prefect in Gt. Gaxy’s Church.

Coronation celebrations in the i?alklxnd Islands took place 
during the week June 1st to June 6th and in the i'&rzg (the sheep 
ranches outside Stanley) sorae festivities have still to be held. 
The weather throughout the week, despite the fact that it was raid­
winter 9 was fine, though on Coronation i>iy there was a heavy gale 
blowing. This necessitated th© postponmaent of the boat race 
between H.;4.3. Digbury Bay and Stanley but did not otherwise 
seriously interfere with the prograianie of celebratioas.

The following at#, June Jru, the children's fancy iress forty 
attracted a large crowa. to see tine mat# ingenious and attractive 
costumes, unu die Judges, in select hag th© prizewinners, foci & 
difficult task.

The Coronation Ball couiaenceu at 9 p.m. The Town Hall 
hid been furnished with decorations specially obtained from 
England ami looked veiy gsy. His excellency the Governor arrived 
at Id p.ia. when the hail was completely filled by well over 7u0 
people. Uhe Governor proposes th© t^ast of Her .-.ajesty tfo \uoer*, 
which v.as drunk by aii present; he then cut the Coronation Gake, 
made by the Bakery years before had made a si/^ilar cake fur 
th© Coronation of :’ing George V, and hearty cheers f-r Her iCaJeaty 
follQVXXb

Dancing was resumed mut the guests went tkwa in relays of a 
huGured or st) to oupper hold lit the gaijy bc-fla^;ea i#r^iasiuiii. 
lart of the coronation Bull was bx'oadcast to the Goiuiy.

After dork a large boni'ire was lit by the youngest member 
of th© Bays* l?rigade on the hills above Stanley anti as it died 
dawn a firework diapl^r, much enjoyed by all members of the 
community, was given. lawr His r&cellency the Governor gave a 
dinner for Honourable Lxinbers of the Hxeoutive Council and their 
wives and took occasion during the evening to present the 
ikmourable Jr. K. Umneron with ilte insignia of the 0.3. B. 
conferred upon hiia in the Hew Year's Honours 1131.

in the evening an vlo folks* Gup. er, tu which all over the 
age of bk were invited, was given. ikxne 60 old people had accepted 
invitations and those unable to attend through inTiruity were visited 
the next day by the local clergy who took them each a slice of 
Uorunaiion Gakeand a box of chocolates. His Excellency the iXivcruor



I-2-

That evening a 
"Jarapers" gave □.

un the Falkland; island coronation ^eek was celebrated at 
tort Gtcpiwxs, iox Bay a st arm Hill Jove by fireworks, dances, 
iiorse races, filra shows, football matches and so forth, To attend 
the dance at &ort ..> tophens two youths rowed for six hours across the 
open sea from Reddell Island to fegen Inlet auu then walked int- 
the Jettleraent. The two large farming centres on the uist rslkland 
Island at Jarwin and I^rth Jsxm decided to arrange their festivities 
so that each could attend the other’s and both caul a be in dtunlqy. 
Their celebrations are, therefore, to take place in July axkl ugust 
on. so some "dihnperG"* at least v411 celebrate tiw coronation of 
Ker -..ajesty the ;.ueen thrice.

on June 4th the Stanley por?.c Association g- ve u well attended 
doxice at which His B::cellcncy the Governor was present -ind. on the 
same night a flla show ws given to the patients ano staff in the 
new dharoh-.il uing of the hospital. The following cay His xcellency 
the Governor visited a number of elderly bed-rick.en people and in the 
evening gave a large canoe ut Government i iouse. 
X'ree film sixrw was given in tlx Gymnasium end the 
dance in the Town ita.ll.

attended the old Fulks* <arty, as he did the Children9s /arty in 
the afternoon, and proposed the health, of Jcr .'ajestg to which the 
old people enthusiastically responded. Army of tiwn stayed on to 
sec the cxcellt-nt .^yr-nastic display given by the *3oys9 ijri^de in 
the Town Hall one the airs finally took the.; hotae at 10 p.m.

aouic ° Jumper art iiaa ueen brought into . Stanley fxo;a the oest 
Fulnliind Island and froia the .Jan Carlos area on the .casu r&lkland 
xslana by 1L■ .3, Bigbuxy ---A/, others had arrived by local boats, 
the aircraft service, urta. horse*back. The following d^y, June 
6th, tlicir return cor^cnccd. xJewrtiielcs j Che dance organised by 
the boys9 brigade was vteil attcni>ed, ilia /^ccilcncy the Governor 
anc Lady Jliffwrc beln^ present after u dinner given by tiiaa to 
iicads of departments, la the morning His -cicelleaqy the Governor 
had presented the ueen’s .oronation Medals to recipients present 
in Stanley ana la the. afternoon hod opened ths Juronatiun sihibition 
of work by the Guild of pinners, -yers and weavers.



Good evening to you all*

for/

gy hi,. ...:^ 7^
vM

cukvMatic;, jigut, yum 2nd*

it please
£hc (lowwr ate Co«mte<?r-iJa*;'hief 

together with the etsbero of the Executive council offer 
to lour Majesty on behalf of the people of these islands 
ate iependenaies, their deep affection ate- their heartfelt 
felicitations upon the happy eocaeion of Your majesty fs 
coronation*

'though dwelling in the sost distent outpost of tie 
great Uw»»c«Wf©altli ox' peoples of which Your ir-ajeaty the 
beloved Bead they will yei be nblo, thanks to the ^ir^cles 
of aodera science, to tear Tgup ajcavy’a voice anc the 
&&&*> acclasatton of the people as four :&Jesty passes to 
and frou the . bbey. I’toir voice *111 ve audee to th© 
countless prayers offered for Year majesty ste their 
rc,.uiclaga *111 be no leas fervent than thoae nearer bct>e.

Pte oronatian of our ycung >uoen, the keac of our family * 
tea captured the irxagimtion of British people cvexywhere 9 one of 
our friends in other lands, io an extent Uiat has never before 
been approached and this &i not only a manure of the strength of 
our attachment to the? dxv«m &s a system oi‘ Govmxsent but in still 
acre & tribute to ter, personally* we have watched ter grow frus 
teildhouu- to the rare s»? radiant pereonaiity that ate now is« 
•s rthur Bryant tea written "Cur young .ueen not only sy bolisea 

our politioal union* ibc? enshrines our tomia. te ropreoente 
in ter pcraun the abiding virttes • of hearth, txz^© and of service** 
>te brings, in urke’e phrase, "tte uispositican ttet are lovely in 

private life Into tte servioo and cxmuuc of Uxi oonaoaMalttu * 
It la not surprising, than, itet sea- look forward to this new reign

Secure in Your ..ajeaty’s affection ate assured at 
all tises of w it-jbful ©arc- for ti^a, tiwy desire to 
express tteir unfailing dovntlun towards Your /.aJesV1® 
.fiTone ate xertsen .raid will ever that C.d of h?.» gc*od» 
nfcoa isay oupyurc xiiur i^ajeaty in the great ana anxious 
responsibilities of ^verelgn^ uill asstare to i‘our 
...ajeuty a long, ana prueperoua rel^rx. *

l'te c’.csaagc is couclicu la tte language which etiquette ceiiateo but 
x hope ate telieve teat it ^xpreaoes quite dearly tte sentl?xsu^a 
you entertein and would wish ;.;© to convey*

xour tteughte, aa .xlne, will r^vc been in loteon all this 
^vraiug • in the heart of tte ^reat family to white we all so 
proudly belong * ate a a there is still for you to listen to 
ua the progresses 1 will not keep you f-r ^rc than anotter 
BUx&cnt*

*To tte -uoen’s kost i'.xcell»-;nc^- .ajeaty* 
Your teJeatY*

/<

YwU will have beard, only a few comnte 
ago, iiret the iriac? . inlscer am Um our newly o^wnte ueen te 
you will understate that it in with very great difflcenoe tmt 1 
venture to apeuc to you tonight. You will, isowever, wiaU to 
£D©w of the K&esago i thought fit t^ sete your behalf ate I 
will read it osw.



i

uodnicht.

1

fbr a ro-kindliog of our national life ate purpose ate speak of 
it already * as mqy du • as *tte new diaabethan age”. For 
history rcaiteo u® tew t?elX in the past wo teve prospered uteer 
juocns ate te« our nntioteote flowered in the t-ays of the first 

dbtaabeth*

1 aspect w all share these hopes but ise need to remind 
oureelwe, perhaps, that if this io iteete to be then it rests 
not ou isuflh with our young ueea but with eteimry people like 
ouroelwa; with you ate as, • '££© think that because w© 
are so omll and so recsote a l-ort of the Lemire ttet it cm $et 
along without w> * that w don*t count; nothing could bo farther 
fro® th® truth and surely if each ataall unit thought along those 
lines and left it all to their big brothers, the ._mpire would, 
scon drift apart* ^t’s wry diwraity constitutes its strength 
but the better future ©e ell tox- for can only be won by working 
for it* s eh.or ohildrm, by givia-; ooiue thought now to tlx? 
future ate by extracting everythin;: we can fruia the tuucatiooal 
facilities available to us; as youn^ by roscfcherlng that
wo are part of a cGcs^uniigf to v&ioh wc owe a duty anu qy plsying 
aux’ part ia tte t^any aapeota of the public life of that cm-'wiV 
ate not lectrin& it •* as w ar© apt to do often * a^joone 
els©; as officials, by ibrowih-; ous* full weight into our Jobs &a 
tx^ue uenmts of th^ cux^nit^ tainting of the Job before 
our^elve^; an farawro ate faws-wriiera by harder to
iiaprow tte lote on*i inareuso p-rutectiuB and as ChrlsUana - ate 
1 stould perb^pe tove put this x’ix’ct by payir^ f/sore teod to the 
pr^cticttl ^^^catiwn the faith we prc*’css» Thv;"^ ^re ideals 
but if we ar© t- build a new iflitebetfem age in thia iJolcoy of 
gu£ks, tetbin^ lew will ^©x~v©; that ia tte ctellcn^ tint tte 
^•uecn tee thromi d^wn to us today* Gte Blcas her alwqyn.



Coronation Programme

PRICE 3d.

I



Coronation Ball.Programme of Festivities in Stanley

CORONATION DAY
10.15 p.m.

2nd 1953
National Anthem.

June 3rd: Children’s Fancy Dress Party in the Town

This Service toil! be broad-
4.15 p.m. Relay from the B.B.C., “Lef the People Sing”.

Old Folks’ Supper in the Town Hall Refreshment
the Balcony12.15 p.m.

7.00 p.m. Film-show at the Hospital.June 4th:

by the

June 5th:
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN.4.00 p.m.

June 6th:4.15 p.m.

His Excellency the Governor.
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.4.30 p.m.

London Studio Concert “Pomp and Circumstance”.4.40 p.m.

Relay from the B.B.C., Coronation Ode” followed by the “Netos”.6.45 p.m.

Boat Race between H.M.S. Bigbury Bay and Stanley.

Relay from the B.B.C., ‘‘Long Live the Queen”.

Judging of best decorated house and business premises begins.

Review of Royal Navy & Marine Detachments, Defence Force and 
Boys’ Brigade by His Excellency the Governor in Government 
House Paddock (if the weather is inclement in the Drill Hall).

Service in Christ Church Cathedral. 
cast.

Service in St. Mary’s Church.

Relay from the B.B.C., The Rt. Hon. Sir Winston Churchill, K.G., 
O.M., followed by

Relay from the B.B.C., “Coronation Day across the World”, 
followed by

by Mr. Hardy. 
Admission free.

8.00 p.m. A Film-show in the Gymnasium given

June

3.00 p.m.

7.00 p.m. Bonfire on t 
followed by

7.00 p.m. 
Room.

9.00 p.m.

p.m.

8.00 p.m. Display by the Boys’ Brigade in the Town Hall.
(collection in aid of the International Camp Fund)

11.00 a.m.

3.55 p.m.

3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. C  
Hall and Tea in the Gymnasium.

Relay from the B.B.C., “Her Majesty the Queen on 
at Buckingham Palace”.

the Murray Heights by the Magazine Valley gate 
! a Firework Display from the lower football pitch.

(approx.) Supper starts. You are particularly asked to go into 
supper at the time given on your card.

10.00 a.m.

1.00 a.m.

Christ Church Cathedral Bazaar will be held in the Church Hall on 
May 30th at 8.00 p.m. and the draws for raffles on Monday, 

June 1st at 6.00 p.m.

9.00 p.m. to midnight. A Dance in the Town Hall organised by 
the Boys’ Brigade. Admission free.

9.00 p.m. to 1.00 a.m. A Dance in the Town Hall given 
Stanley Sports Association. Admission free.

3.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. Exhibition of work by the Guild of 
Spinners, Dyers and Weavers in St. Mary’s Hall, opened by

Arrival of His Excellency the Governor followed by a loyal toast to 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II.
(There will be a broadcast from the Coronation Ball from 9.45 to 

11.00 p.m.)



Programme of Festivities in the Camp

June 3rd:

Dances and Firework Display at Fox Bay East.May 30th to June 3rd:

June 1st to 3rd : Dances and Firework Display at Port Stephens.

Programme at Darwin:July 17th:

Dances and Firework Display at North Arm.August 7th to 8th:

Dance and Firework Display at Hill Cove.

Football Match.

Children’s Party.

Cinema.

Fancy Dress Dance.

Cinema.

Firework Display and Bonfire.

Coronation Ball and choosing of Coronation Belle.

4.00 p.m.

7.00 p.m.

8.30 p.m.

PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 
STANLEY. FALKLAND ISLANDS.

July 18th: 11.00 a.m.

3.00 p.m.

6.30 p.m.

9.00 p.m.



F 1527
5 ) ECODE.

SENT

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Time: Received:Despatched: 26.6.5325.6.53 2300

Unnumbered Circular of 25th June.
Colour Film Coronation Day.

Now 16proved inaccurate.
Free 16 mm print will be sent as promised. Crown Agents
will await confirmation of instructions before ordering
additional prints for those territories which have already

Prints can be despatched approximatelysent indents.
Please notify Crowntwo weeks after receipt of order,

Agents if prints purchased required by air.

SECRETARY OF STATE

7

7 F ! k

P/L.
SS

My Circular U34/53
Much regret prices quoted

We have not ordered colour film?

Time * 08I4.5

mm £30/10/0 35 nm £52.



1TELEGRAM SENT.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Time: Received : 4,7, 53Despatched : 3. 53 Time ' 08451525

it)

SECRETARY OF STATE

1527
I )ECOl)K

P/L, ss

No 90. \ The address contained in your telegram No 104 
has been laid before the <4ueen who has commanded that 
an expression of warm appreciation of the loyal greetings 
and good wishes offered on the occasion of her Coronation 
by the Government and people of the Falkland Islands and 
Dependencies may be conveyed to them on her behalf.



.jECODE.
TELEGRAM SENT.

PRIORITY, From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Despatched: 6.7.53 Time: 1245 Time: 1500Received .6.7»53

Unnumbered Circular of 6th July.

Much regret to report that while 35 mm prints
satisfactory quality of 16 mm prints not good. Suggest
you view free 16 mm print which is being despatched
airwise earliest opportunity before deciding whether to

Grown Agents suspending

confirmation that you wish them to proceed after seeing
They will proceed forthwith with all 35 mmfree print.

orders.

reel colour version of "Elizabeth is Queen" price sound
silent £24 less discount 25%. Pathe will supply onlyor

for strictly non theatrical use and any orders sent to

be honoured.

SECRETARY OF STATS

I

telegram of 25th June.
Day".

My Unnumbered Circular
Two reel colour film "Coronation

P/L.
SS

purchase additional prints.
action on 16 mm print orders already placed pending

Crown Agents should contain statement that this condition v
I I

Can recommend as suitable substitute Pathe 16 mm one

B.UX 
(intld)C.C.

6/7

N i v
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TELEGRAM.
The Crown Agents for the Colonies.From

To The Colonial Secretary

Time19Despatched ■ 9th July, 1993 1 71 5

Received: 10th July,

Regret Coronation Newsreel

CROWN.

B.U.

Decode.

with our tel. 23rd. 
(Intld)C.C.

10/7

Your telegram 23rd June.
-   r- - - -:j -- - - -

missed FITZROY as latter sailed 28th June.

P/L.
SS

t

Time 08457.9 53

5 /.



19GAZETTE N OTIC E.

No. Uj,

lUth July, 1953.

Reply

By Command,

Ref. 1527.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Colonial Secretary.

His Excellency the Governor directs the publication 
of the following Address transmitted to Her Majesty the Queen 
on the occasion of Her Majesty’s Coronation, and of a telegram 
which has been received from the Secretary of State in reply.

’’The address contained in your telegram has been 
laid before the Queen who has commanded that an 
expression of warm appreciation of the loyal 
greetings and good wishes offered on the occasion of her Coronation by the Government and people of 
the Falkland Islands and Dependencies may be con­
veyed to them on her behalf.” .

Address
”To the Queen’s Most Excellency Majesty. May it 
please Your Majesty. The Governor and Commander- 
in-Chief together with the Members of the Executive 
Council offer to Your Majesty, on behalf of the 
people of these Islands and Dependencies, their 
deep affection and their heartfelt felicitations 
upon the happy occasion of Your Majesty’s Coronation.

Though dwelling in the most distant outpost 
of the great Commonwealth of peoples of which Your 
Majesty is the beloved Head they will yet be able, 
thanks to the miracles of modern science, to hear Your Majesty’s voice and the great acclamation of the people as Your Majesty passes to and from the 
Abbey. Their voice will be added to the countless 
prayers offered for Your Majesty and their rejoicings 
will be no less fervent than those nearer home.

Secure in Your Majesty’s affection and assured at all times of Your watchful care for them, 
they desire to express their unfailing devotion 
towards Your Majesty’s Throne and Person and will ever pray that God of his goodness may support 
Your Majesty in the great and anxious responsibilities 
of Sovereignty and will assure to Your Majesty a 
long, happy and prosperous reign.”.



GOVERNMENT telegraph SERVICE
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

29.7.53
To

CAPTAIN H.M. S.VERYAN BAY (, AT STANLEY)

MR.L.HARDY IS GIVING FREE PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS CP VARIOUS CORONATION
NEWS REELS IN GYMNASIUM ON PRIDAY ,UJD SUNDAY EVENINGS STOP REQUEST
YOU ADVISE SHIP'S COMPANY THAT OWING TO LACK CP ACCOMMODATION IT IS
MUCH REGRETTED THAT THEY CANNOT BE ADMITTED STOP MR.HARDY HOWEVER
ANXIOUS TO GIVE SPECIAL EXHIBITION FOR SHIP'S PERSONNEL SOME DAY NEXT
WEEK AND SUGGESTS YOUR ENTERTAINMENT OFFICER MAKES ARRANGEMENTS
DIRECT WITH HIM IF IDEA COMMENDS ITSELF TO YOU.

COLONIAL SECRETARY

Time

&I S



PUBLIC NOTICE,

A number of news reels showing Corpnation scenes, Trooping
of the Colour, Naval Review and Colonial contingents have arrived
in the Colony and ];Ir. A. L. Hardy has very generously offered to
give free public exhibitions on the following nightd

Adults. 31st July at 8.00 p.m.Friday,
2nd August at 8.15 p.m.Sunday,

Children of School Age. Saturday, 1st August at 2.30 p.m.
It is emphasized that children of school age will not be

admitted to the adult performances.

29th July, 1953.
CGG

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
STANLEY.



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE-

RECEIVED.

Office of Origin WordsNumber Handed in at Date

15.9.53.09203015 Port San Carlos
To Phone Colonial Secretary Stanley

1Time JC

If plane flies to Port San Carlos today or tomorrow could it "bring coronati on 
film to "be shown on Veryan Bay camp people very much hoping to see it

Cameron.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.
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1953

Dear Public Relations/lnformation Officer,

’’Coronation Salute”

changes

To start at the beginning, we tried to cover 
the arrival of all important guests and contingents, but 
some of them evaded us by arriving in the middle of the 
night or at the wrong airports, owing to last minute

You will very shortly be receiving, or may by 
the time this letter reaches you have already received, 
your copies of the film - title as above - about the 
representatives and military and other contingents,from 
the dependent territories at the Coronation,

c.

The film is composed partly of extracts from 
the Commercial newsreels and partly of material specially 
commissioned by us. Our goal has been to give coverage 
to every territory which sent representatives here, and 
in order to achieve this we have used every scrap of 
available material. Even so, I am afraid that some of 
you may be disappointed to find that you do not receive 
a special mention in the commentary, or that you cannot 
even pick out from the crowd your own special representatives. 
If this is so, we are very sorry indeed.

Information Department, 
Colonial Office, 

Sanctuary Buildings, 
Great Smith Street, 

London, S.W.1.
August,

e
/



Information Department

Yours sincerely,

changes in the flight schedules. Again, on Coronation Day 
itself, there was no opportunity to get special shots of, for 
instance, the Colonial Office stands along the processional 
route, because the camera positions were strictly controlled 
and were fixed with a view to the best general coverage 
being obtained. Lastly, it was not always possible, for 
practical reasons, to arrange film coverage of functions 
which were attended by Colonial representatives. Nevertheless 
I hope you will find that the film gives a fair indication 
of the role played by our guests from the Colonial 
territories during the Coronation celebrations, and that 
in a good many cases you may be able to remedy deficiencies 
in the English soundtrack when you supply a vernacular 
commentary.



r CSB 96/50/02 COLONIAL OFFICE
The Church House,

Great Smith Street,1 6X1
S.W.l.

NO.
17 JUL 1953

FKX Sir, MJ I;..-

GOVERNOR,

SIR MILES CLIFFORD, K.B.E., C.M.G., E.D. ,
etc.,etc.,etc.,

2. This message has been laid before
The Queen who has commanded me to inform 
you that Her Majesty has been greatly 
touched by this manifestation of loyalty 
and devotion, and to request you to convey 
to the senders an appropriate expression 
of her thanks.

I have the honour to be, 
Sir,Your most obedient, 

humble servant,

luwc

he.

I have the honour to transmit to 
you a copy of a telegram of loyal greetings 
to Her Majesty The Queen send on the 
occasion of Her Coronation by the members 
of Base H, Falkland Islands Dependencies 
Survey at Signy Island and Coronation Island, 
South Orkneys.

FALKLAND ISLANDS
/



TELEGRAM

JOTH MAY, 1953.

ORD 51 PORTSTANLEY 39 29 1800

ALL MEMBERS OF BASE H FALKLAND ISLANDS DEPENDENCY SURVEY

AT SIGNY I SLAW AND CORONATION ISLAND SOUTH ORKNEYS SEND

THEIR MOST LOYAL AND HUMBLE GREETINGS TO HER MAJESTY ON HER

CORONATION DAY.

1,
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COR 7O/5O/Q1

THE CHURCH HOUSE,
NO. GREaT SMITH STREET,

Sir,

GOVERNOR

* "%

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient, 
humble servant,

1 
1

Your note, together with the enclosures thereto, 
have been laid before The Queen who has commanded me to inform 
you that she has learnt with great interest and appreciation 
of the celebrations which were held in the Falkland Islands 
in honour of Her Coronation.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
third personal note No.1527 of the 26th June submitting an 
account of the local celebrations of the Coronation of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

FALKLAND ISLANDS

//£> (52.-7

[S; 10 OCT 1953 %

SIR MILES CLIFFORD, K.B.E., C.A.G., EJ)., 
etc., etc., etc J1'

COLONIAL OFFICE,

1 V*

WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 .

/:? SEPTEMBER, 1953.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Admin. Officer, South Georgia.

To Colonial Secretary.

Time19Despatched: 2gth December, 53 1200
Time :Received : O8h530th December,

4SU172. Grateful liquor be

ADMIN OFFICER

B. u. U/1/5U

3a o^

Liquor ordered from F.I.Co. today.(Intld. )W.H.
29.12.

19 53

No. 172. My telegram Ho. 
replaced $his voyage BISCOE.
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THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CORONATION

**

Queen Victoria taking the Sacrament at her Coronation at Westminster Abbey on 28th June, 1838

25th Feb., 1952

Alan C. Don 
Dean of Westminster

Ceremony & Ritual
by

LAWRENCE E. TANNER, M.V.O., F.S.A. 
Keeper of Muniments, Westminster Abbey

WITH EXTRACTS AND A DESCRIPTION OF THE SERVICE, AND AN INTRODUCTION BY 

THE DEAN OF WESTMINSTER

The Very Rev. Alan C. Don, K.C.V.O., D.D.

★

★

The Historic Story Of

THE CORONATION

His Late Majesty King George VI, Queen Elizabeth, 
now the Queen Mother, The Princess Elizabeth, now 
Queen Elizabeth II, and The Princess Margaret in their 
Coronation Robes on Coronation Day, 12th May, 1937.

An Introduction by The Dean of Westminster 
THE VERY REVEREND ALAN C. DON, K.C.V.O., D.D.

'T'HOSE who are unfamiliar with the form of the 
1 Coronation Service are apt to dismiss it as a pic­

turesque anachronism, interesting indeed to anti­
quarians but out of place in the modern world. The 
idea, however, that the Coronation is a mere pageant, 
unsuitable for the times in which we live, cannot be 
entertained for a moment by anyone who was present 
at the Coronation of King George VI. On that 
occasion, thanks to modern methods of publicity, 
millions of people all the world over were enabled to 
appreciate something of the spiritual significance of 
the august ceremony, even though the actual spec­
tacle was witnessed only by the privileged few who 
were fortunate enough to be present in Westminster 
Abbey.

The fact is that the Coronation Service, as Arch­
bishop Lang said in 1937, “is from beginning to end 
a most solemn religious act. It may truly be said 
that the service is throughout sacramental in its cha­
racter, not only because all the Rites take place within 
the Order of the Sacrament of Holy Communion, but 
because each of them is regarded as an outward and 
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace sought 
from God and, as we may humbly believe, given by 
Him.”

In earlier times the title of the service was not the 
Coronation but the Consecration of the King. 
Doubtless the actual crowning is the most dramatic 
moment, when “The trumpets shall sound and by a 
signal given the great guns of the Tower shall be shot 
off”—but the very heart of the whole ceremony is 
not the crowning but the anointing, when by his 
Hallowing with the Holy Oil the King is “anointed, 
blessed and consecrated King over the peoples whom 
the Lord God hath given him to rule and govern.”

All the symbolic rites that follow the anointing, 
including the crowning itself, partake of its sacra­
mental character. The girding with the Sword, the 
clothing with the Royal Robe, the presentation of the 
Orb with the Cross, the Ring, and the two Sceptres 
(emblems of Justice and Mercy)—all these, with the 
culminating act of Coronation, are charged with 
spiritual meaning and intent which have remained 
constant for the past twelve hundred years, no matter 
how greatly outward circumstances have changed. 
Not until the King has been invested with all the 
emblems of royalty and has been presented with the 
Bible, “the most valuable thing that the world 
affords,” is he “lifted up” into his Throne, there to 
receive the Homage due to his “state of royal and 
imperial dignity” delivered unto him “in the Name 
and by the authority of Almighty God.”

These ancient and deeply significant rites being 
concluded, the Order of Holy Communion proceeds 
in the accustomed form, and the King makes his 
communion as the acknowledgment of his dependence 
upon God and of his loyalty to Him who is the King 
of Kings.

Thus the Coronation Service implies throughout 
that the life of a King is a life dedicated to the service

Page 1

of God and man. But the King is not simply a pri­
vate individual—he is the representative of all his 
peoples throughout the whole Realm and Common­
wealth. As was said at the Coronation of King 
George V: “The King comes not alone to his 
Hallowing. He bears his people with him.”

If at the forthcoming Coronation of our most 
gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, the 
ceremony is to reveal its true spiritual significance, 
our Queen must be fortified by the knowledge that 
we, her loyal subjects, are one with her in heart and 
will and are resolved to help her to “make good her 
vow” to devote her “whole life, whether it be long 
or short, to the service of the great and imperial family 
to which we all belong.” _

If we expect much from her, she has the right to 
expect at least that much from us.

The inward meaning of the Coronation may be 
summed up in the words of Scripture: “ Bear ye one 
another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ.”



Her Majesty

■THE MOTION
THE SECOND

BY LAWRENCE E. TANNER, M.V.O., F.S.A.

W7

*

!

QUEEN 
ELIZABETH

1
I

become the undisputed coronation church. Even 
the connection with Edward the Confessor— 
apart from the place of the coronation—has been 
preserved. Throughout the Service the Corona­
tion Chair is still called in the rubrics St. 
Edward’s Chair, and the crown with which the 
Sovereign is actually crowned is known as St. 
Edward’s Crown, although it was in fact remade 
for the Coronation of Charles II in 1661. The 
Service, too, old when the Conqueror was 
crowned, has changed little for nearly twelve 
hundred years. English has taken the place of 

LX ftin/nusttnr6utnwipiEicpiRt^ tniiipilicour.ptf nifdsifrt'n(rtbr\

POR nine hundred years the Coronations of our 
Kings and Queens have taken place at 

Westminster, first in the great church built by 
Edward the Confessor, and then, since the 13th 
century, in the present Abbey Church which 
Henry III built on the same site. It was, indeed, 
William the Conqueror’s veneration for Edward 
the Confessor, and his desire to be regarded not 
as a conqueror but as the legitimate successor of 
the Saxon Kings, which caused him to choose 
Westminster as the place for his Coronation.

There have been few stranger scenes than those 
which were enacted on Christmas Day 1066 
when William came to receive his crown. 
Whatever he may have wished there was no 
disguising the fact that he came as a conqueror 
and that his hold on the country was precarious. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury had fled to 
Scotland, and his place was taken by the Arch­
bishop of York, who was supported by a Norman 
prelate and by a mixed congregation of Normans 
and Saxons. When the question “ Will ye have 
this man to be your King” was put to his new 
subjects, first in Saxon and then in French, a 
confused shout arose which was misunderstood 
by the Norman cavalry on guard outside. At 
once, alarmed, they charged and scattered the 
crowds, and then began to set fire to the surround­
ing buildings. The smoke poured into the 
church; the congregation rushed out, and 
William, trembling for perhaps the only time in 
his life, was left alone with the prelates. Then, 
after hastily swearing to protect his new subjects, 
the crown was placed upon his head in the almost 
empty church.

In these remarkable circumstances was con­
cluded the first undoubted Westminster corona­
tion. None-the-less the precedent had been set. 
In earlier days Kings had been crowned at 
Winchester, at Kingston-on-Thames or else­
where, but henceforth Westminster was to

Page 3

His Royal Highness

THE DIKE OF EDINBURGH
The Consort of the Queen was bom on 
10th June, 1921, a Prince of Greece. He 
joined the Royal Navy in May I939> an.d 
on Sth February, 1947, he renounced his 
right of succession to the Throne of 
Greece, and as Lieutenant Philip Mount­
batten he took the Oath of Allegiance to 
the King. On the eve of his marriage to 
The Princess Elizabeth, King George VI 
conferred on him the style of His Royal 
Highness and created him Baron Green­
wich, Earl of Merioneth and Duke of 
Edinburgh.

TT.R.H. Princess Elizabeth Alexandra 
XI Mary was proclaimed Queen Eliza­
beth the Second, by the Grace of God 
Queen of this Realm and of all Her other 
Realms and Territories, Head of the 
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith, 
on 6th February, 1952. In due time 
Her Majesty will be crowned in West­
minster Abbey where since 1066 all Kings 
and Queens Regnant of England, except 
two, have been crowned.

Her Majesty was born on 21st April. 
1926. On 20th November, 1947, she was 
married to H.R.H. The Duke of Edin­
burgh, K.G. Two children have been 
bom to Her Majesty and her Consort: 
H.R.H. Prince Charles Philip Arthur 
George, Duke of Cornwall, Heir Apparent 
to the Throne, and H.R.H. Princess Anne 
Elizabeth Alice Louise of Edinburgh.

tar

The Coronation of Edward II, from a 14th-century 
illuminated manuscript.



THE BASIS OF THE SERVICE

: The Coronation of Henry IV, at which, says legend, lhe
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Latin, but in essentials it remains the same. It 
is still a service of election, of confirmation of the 
people’s choice, and of consecration and dedica­
tion of the Sovereign to the service of God and 
his peoples.

We may note a few points about medieval 
coronations which show how unbroken is the 
continuity of the ceremonies with those of to-day. 
There exists a fairly full account of that of 
Richard I in 1189. On this occasion it is 
specially mentioned that the Bishops of Durham 
and Bath, who happened to be the two senior 
bishops at the time, supported the King on his 
right and left. For this reason the bishops of 
those two Sees have continued to walk on the 
Sovereign’s right and left and “support” him at 
each succeeding coronation to the present day. 
The Coronation of Edward I in 1274 was note­
worthy not only because it was the first to take 
place within the existing Abbey but because for 
the first time the King and Queen were crowned 
on the same day. It was, however, at the Coro­
nation of his successor, the ill-fated Edward II, 
that we get, as it were, the oldest existing 
material link between a medieval and a modem 
coronation. For then was used for the first time 
the Coronation Chair which Edward I ordered to 
be made in 1300 to enclose the Stone of Scone 
which he had captured from the Scots. In it all 
our Sovereigns, except only Edward V and 
Edward VIII, have been either anointed or 
crowned. Little now remains of the elaborate 
decoration with which it was originally enriched 
by Walter of Durham, the King’s Painter, but 
this venerable chair has a splendour of its own, 
for it enshrines the traditions of our race.

Two other things connected with medieval 
coronations are also preserved at Westminster 
Abbey. The great Missal of Abbot Litlyngton 
(d. 1386), with its splendid illuminated pages, is 
one of the treasures of the Abbey Library, and 
the well-thumbed pages which contain the 
Coronation Service show that it must have been 
used by the officiating clergy at successive corona­
tions. Of about the same date, and also pre­
served in the Library, is the even more historic 
Liber Regalis, an illuminated manuscript which it 
is probable is the actual book used by the 
Sovereigns themselves at their coronations. The 
Service is written in Latin and it is that which 
was used from the 14th century to the Coronation 
of Queen Elizabeth I. It was translated into 
English for the Coronation of James I, and it is 
still the principal basis for the present Service.

Continued on page 6

above: -------------------------------„ , , .
King was Anointed with the oil the Mother of Christ gave St. 
Thomas of Canterbury. The Sovereign is Anointed with oil 
from the Ampulla {right). The neck of the golden eagle unscrews 
to receive the holy oil, and during the Service the unguent is 
poured from the beak. It is known that the Ampulla was used at 
Henry IV’s crowning in 1399 but it is probably much older. 
below: The Liber Regalis, the Coronation Ritual Service book 
used by English monarchs from Henry IV to Elizabeth I. Now 
in Westminster Abbey, it was written and illuminated in the reign 
of Richard II. This photograph is reproduced by kind permission 
of the Dean and Chapter of Westminster.

above: William the Conqueror was crowned in Westminster 
Abbey on Christmas Day, 1066. When during The Recognition 
the assembly were asked if they accepted him as King, they 
replied with such tumultuous acclaim that the Norman guards 
outside believed that the English had revolted, and rushed into 
the Abbey with drawn swords. A riot and fire followed in 
which many people were killed, below: A medieval illustra­
tion of the crowning of Richard II in 1377, from the Litlyngton 
Missal (1383) in Westminster Abbey, in which the ritual was 
recorded and became the pattern for all Coronations since.
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“SHE EXCEEDED DECORUM”

n
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Therein, too, are depicted in glowing colours 
scenes representing the crowning of a King, the 
crowning of a King and Queen, and the crowning 
of a Queen Consort.

The Coronation of Queen Elizabeth was the 
last which was carried out in Latin in conformity 
with the ancient ritual. But even so the Litany 
was said in English and the Epistle and the 
Gospel were read both in English and Latin. 
To mark their disapproval of these innovations 
the whole of the Marian bishops absented them­
selves, with the exception of the Bishop of 
Carlisle, who carried out the service and crowned 
the Queen. A foreigner who was present was 
impressed by the magnificence of the scene and 
by the enthusiasm which was shown at the 
Recognition, when “the organs, fifes, trumpets, 
and drums playing, the bells also ringing, it 
seemed as if the world were come to an end.” 
But he was shocked by the mixed character of the 
service, and although he noted that the Queen 
finally left the Abbey “very cheerfully, with a most 
smiling countenance for everyone, giving them 
all a thousand greetings,” he added that “she 
exceeded the bounds of gravity and decorum.”

The coronation of her successor appeared to 
be more propitious. The bishops were all in 
attendance, the service was conducted according 
to the Protestant religion, and for the first time a 
Scottish King, James VI of Scotland and I of 
England, sat on the Stone of Scone as undisputed 
Sovereign of both kingdoms. It was far other­
wise at the Coronation of Charles I, which was 
full of omens of coming disaster. The King 
appeared in white satin instead of the usual 
purple velvet robe, “ which the spectators at the 
time or afterwards, regarded as ominous of his 
being led out as a victim”; the left wing of the 
dove on the sceptre of equity and mercy was 
broken, “by what casualty God himself knows ”; 
the text of the sermon (“ I will give thee a Crown 
of Life”) could hardly have been more unfortu­
nate, and during the service an earthquake was 
felt, “which did affright... the neighbourhood.”

In the years which followed men might well 
believe that these omens had indeed been verified. 
Civil war had rent the country. Not only the 
King but Archbishop Laud, who had taken a 
leading part in the ceremony, had been executed, 
the ancient regalia had been broken up and sold, 
and although Oliver Cromwell had been formally 
installed in the Coronation Chair as Lord 
Protector, the ceremony had taken place not in 
the Abbey but in Westminster Hall.

Continued on page 8

THE STATE REGALIA
the latter was placed in the Sovereign’s hands 
when he entered the Abbey with the object of 
guiding his footsteps in the path of righteous­
ness; now a peer preceding the Sovereign 
carries it in the procession. It is made of gold 
with a steel foot; the monde of the original was 
believed to contain a fragment of Christ’s Cross. 
Part of the Anointing Spoon was broken off 
during the Commonwealth and repairs were 
made on the Restoration. Antiquarians agree 
that the major portion of the Anointing Spoon 
dates from the 12th century and there is some 
evidence that it was used at the Coronation of 
King John in 1199. When the Sovereign is 
Anointed during rhe Coronation Service, the 
holy oil is poured from the Ampulla into the 
Anointing Spoon. With two fingers, rhe Arch­
bishop of Canterbury removes the oil from the 
bowl and in the form of a cross he touches the 
Sovereign on the crown cf the head, the breast 
and the palms of both hands.

I

'T'HE Puritans ruthlessly destroyed the ancient 
1 and cherished relics of Monarchy. Even 

King Alfred’s Saxon “crowne of goulde wyer 
work set with slight stones and 2 little bells” 
which had been used for the crowning of 
English kings up to the time of Charles I was 
sold for the value of its gold—£248 10s. od. 
Only three pieces of State Regalia escaped 
Cromwell’s iconoclasts—the gold Anointing 
Spoon (below), the Ampulla {page 5) and Queen 
Elizabeth’s salt cellar. The first two were 
damaged during the Lord Protector’s time, but 
were probably saved from destruction by the 
clergy of Westminster. Thus when the 
Monarchy was restored and Charles II came to 
be crowned in 1661 (he had been crowned ten 
years earlier at Scone in Scotland) new regalia 
had to be made. In some cases replicas of the 
destroyed Royal symbols were fashioned, notably 
St. Edward’s Crown (front cover and page 20) 
and St. Edward’s Staff (extreme right). Once

above: A scene in Westminster Abbey during Charles H’s Coronation on 23rd April, 1661. 
This was the last occasion when the wonderful medieval pageantry was enacted in its splendid 
completeness. The long, gorgeous procession frem the Tower of London to Westminster, which 
pressed through multitudes of rejoicing people was never again repeated.

above: The High Altar of Westminster Abbey arranged for the 
Coronation of King George VI. Note the fald stools at which 
the King and his Queen Consort knelt during the service. 
below: The Coronation Chair in which all Kings and Queens 
Regnant of England have been crowned* since Edward I ordered 
it to be made to enclose the Stone of Scone (the crowning seat of 
the ancient Scottish Kings) which he seized from the Scots in 
1297. The Chair is made of oak and was originally richly 
painted on a gold background. Although now battered and 
worn, it is one of the nation’s most cherished relics.

* Except Edward V, who teas murdered, and Edward VIII, who abdicated.
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THE KING’S CHAMPION

Page 9
Page 8

T WAS awoke at 4 o’clock by die guns 
-Lin the Park, and could not get much 
sleep afterwards on account of the 
people, bands, etc. Got up at seven, 
feeling strong and well. . . .

At half past 9 I went to the next 
room, dressed exactly in my House of 
Lords costume. ... At 10 I got into 
the State Coach with the Duchess of 
Sutherland and Lord Albemarle and we 
began our Progress.

It was a fine day and the crowds 
exceeded what I have seen. . . . Their 
good humour and excessive loyalty was 
beyond everything, and I really cannot 
say how proud I feel to be Queen of 
such a nation.

I reached the Abbey amid deafening 
cheers a little after half past 11; I went 
first into the robing room . . . where I 
found my eight train bearers... all 
dressed alike and beautifully in white 
satin and silver tissue and wreaths of 
silver corn-ears. . . .

But the prophets were mistaken. The return 
of Charles II meant not only the restoration of 
the monarchy but the restoration of the corona­
tion with all its elaborate ceremonial, and no man 
watched the scene with greater interest than 
Samuel Pepys the diarist, who, by dint of getting 
up at 4 o’clock in the morning, had managed 
“with much ado” to get himself into the Abbey 
and found it “a most magnificent sight.” It is 
from this coronation that most of the present 
regalia date. The one link with the past was the 
Coronation Chair, and, perhaps, the Ampulla or 
Golden Eagle in which the anointing oil is placed. 
This and its spoon appear to have escaped 
destruction and to belong to the ancient regalia.

Very full accounts have been preserved both of 
the Coronations of James II and of William and 
Mary. At this last coronation considerable 
alterations were made in the actual Service. The 
fact, too, that Queen Mary had a claim to the 
Throne meant that a second Coronation Chair 
was provided so that she could be invested and 
crowned at the same time as her husband. The 
chair, which is a copy of the older one, has not 
been used since.

With the coming of the House of Hanover a 
subtle change came over the Coronation Service. 
Its religious significance receded or was largely 
forgotten, and pageantry, instead of being, as 
it should be, merely the setting for a deeply 
solemn service of consecration, tended to usurp 
its place. Coronations, in fact, for a time be­
came mere shows. We can see this reflected in 
the amusing letters of Horace Walpole describing 
the Coronation of George III, and in the fact 
recorded by another spectator that when the 
Archbishop began the Sermon the congregation 
“took that opportunity to eat their meal, when 
the general clattering of knives, forks, plates, and 
glasses that ensued, produced a most ridiculous 
effect, and a universal burst of laughter followed.

It was not surprising, therefore, that the 
Coronation of George IV was simply an ostenta­
tious and pompous pageant almost devoid oi 
religious significance, and the unfortunate and 
ill-advised attempt of his ill-used Queen to force 
her way into the Abbey early on the Coronation 
Day increased the King’s personal unpopularity. 
It was, however, the last occasion on which the 
time-honoured Banquet after the Coronation was 
carried out with all its traditional ceremonia • 
For the last time the King’s Champion, heredi­
tary in the house of Dymoke since the reign o

Continued on page 10

ST. GEORGE’S SPURS 

above: The St. George’s or King’s 
Golden Spurs, symbols of knightly 
chivalry. They were made for 
Charles II to the design of a pair 
melted down at the time of the 
Commonwealth. Once they were 
worn during the Sendee, now the 
Lord Great Chamberlain only 
touches the Sovereign’s heels with 
them, left: The Gold Chalice 
used for Holy Communion after the 
Coronation Service, below: One 
of the fifteen Silver Trumpets of 
State, used not only at the Corona­
tion but at all times when proclama­
tions are made in the Sovereign’s 
name. From each hangs a crimson 
silk banneret bearing the Royal 
Arms and cypher of the reigning 
king or queen regnant richly em­
broidered in gold. The Gold Mace 
{illustrated on page 7), a symbol of 
authority, is carried in the Corona­
tion procession by Serjeant-at-Arms.

“MY CORONATION DAY” BY QUEEN VICTORIA

Extracts from the young Queen’s Journal for Tuesday, 28 th June, iS 38, the day on which she was crowned.

After putting on my mantle, and the 
young ladies having properly got hold 
of it. . . the Procession began. The 
sight was splendid. The bank of 
Peeresses quite beautiful in all their 
robes. . . . The Bishop of Durham 
stood on the side hear me, but he was, 
as Lord Melbourne {the Prime Minister} 
told me remarkably maladroit and never 
could tell me what was to take place. . . .

At the beginning of the Anthem I 
retired to St. Edward’s Chapel—took 
off my crimson robe and kirtle and put 
on the supertunica of cloth of gold . . . 
which was put over a singular sort of 
little gown of linen trimmed with 
lace . . . then proceeded bareheaded into 
the Abbey; I was then seated upon St. 
Edward’s Chair, where the Dalmatic 
robe was clasped round me by rhe Lord 
Great Chamberlain. Then followed all 
the various things, and last (of those 
things) the Crown being placed upon 
my head—which was, I must own, a

most beautiful impressive moment. . . .
The Enthronization and the Homage 

first, all the Bishops, and then my 
Uncles and lastly all the Peers was very 
fine. Poor old Lord Rolle who is 82, 
and dreadfully infirm, in attempting to 
ascend the steps fell and rolled quite 
down, but was nor. the least hurt. . . . 
I got up and advanced, in order to pre­
vent another fall. {Queen Victoria con­
tinues to describe the Ceremony, until} . . . 
the Archbishop had (most awkwardly) 
put the ring on the wrong finger, and 
the consequence was that I had the 
greatest difficulty to take it off again, 
which I did at last with great pain. . . .

Al about half past 4 I re-entered 
rhe carriage, the Crown on my head, the 
Sceptre and Orb in my hands . . . the 
crowds if possible having increased. 
The enthusiasm, affection and loyalty 
were really touching and I shall re­
member this day as the Proudest of my 
life.
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QUEEN ELIZABETH II IS PROCLAIMED
By ancient tradition the Accession of Queen Elizabeth II was 
proclaimed first from St. James’s Palace (above'), then at Charing 
Cross (below), and at many other points throughout Britain and 
the Commonwealth. In London, Officers of the College of Arms, 
who take part in the Coronation Ceremony, read the Proclamation, 
which was worded as follows:

WHEREAS it hath pleased Almighty God to call to His mercy 
our late Sovereign Lord King George the Sixth of Blessed and 
Glorious Memory by whose Decease the Crown is solely and 
rightfully come to the High and Mighty Princess Elizabeth 
Alexandra Mary: We, therefore, the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal of this Realm, being here assisted with these of His 
late Majesty’s Privy Council, with representatives of other 
members of the Commonwealth, with other Principal Gentle­
men of Quality, with the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens 
of London, do now hereby with one voice and Consent of 
Tongue and Heart publish and proclaim that the High and 
Mighty Princess Elizabeth Alexandra Mary is now, by the 
Death of our late Sovereign of Happy Memory, become 
Queen Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God Queen of this 
Realm and of all her other Realms and Territories. Head of 
the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith, to whom Her 
lieges do acknowledge all Faith and constant Obedience, with 
hearty and humble Affection; beseeching God, by whom Kings 
and Queens do reign, to bless the Royal Princess Elizabeth the 
Second with long and happy Years to reign over us. Given at 
St. James’s Palace, this Sixth day of February in the year of 
our Lord one thousand nine hundred and fifty-two.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN
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Richard II, rode up the Hall in full armour and 
throwing down his gauntlet declared himself to 
be “ready in person to combat” anyone who 
should deny the King to be “right Heir to the 
Imperial Crown of this United Kingdom.” It 
was a picturesque survival, but it and the 
Banquet were swept away by George IV’s 
successor, William IV, who, under the shadow of 
the Reform Bill, was crowned with the minimum 
of ceremony and at a sixth of the cost of his 
predecessor.

Queen Victoria’s Coronation was more elabor­
ate, so much so, in fact, that the Service got out of 
control. For five hours, as Lytton Strachey put 
it, “the antique, intricate, endless ceremonial 
worked itself out as best it could, like some 
machine of gigantic complexity which was a 
little out of order.” No one seemed to know 
what to do: the Archbishop turned over two 
pages of his book and the mistake was not 
immediately discovered; a heated discussion 
arose over the Ring, which the Archbishop 
insisted on placing on the Queen’s fourth finger 
although it had obviously been made for her 
little finger, and the Senior Baron still further 
complicated his homage by tripping over his 
robes and rolling down the steps. As the 
Archbishop noted afterwards, “we ought to have 
had a full rehearsal.” However, the Service was 
redeemed by the grace and dignity of the young 
Queen, who has left us a lively account of the 
Ceremony in her Journal.

The long reign of Queen Victoria saw yet 
another change in the way the Service was 
viewed, and it was a great one. It was studied 
afresh by those who had the knowledge and vision 
to realise its immense interest and unique 
significance. More and more in the coronations 
of the present century it became clear that with 
its great and historic traditions and superb 
symbolism it was no outworn pageant. The 
Coronation of King George VI showed that it 
was something more, something far deeper, 
reaching back to the remote past and stretching 
out to the future, and this was not only profoundly 
felt by those who were within the Abbey itself 
but, by the marvels of science, it was communi­
cated to those who, as it took place, were able to 
hear it throughout the length and breadth of the 

world.

above: The magnificent gilded Royal Coach ot State now usea 1OT V-.U1 uuauvud VU1J. .. ___Elizabeth II drives from Buckingham Palace to Westminster Abbey for her crowning’, the State Coach 
will make its seventh appearance in a Coronation procession. It was built for George III at a cost of 
£8,ooo and was first used at the Opening of Parliament in 1762. This photograph from “ Buckingham 
Palace” by R. Clifford Smith (Country Life) is reproduced by permission of the Lord 
Chamberlain, below: The Coronation Procession of King George VI leaving 
Buckingham Palace on 12th May, 1937. The State Coach is drawn by eight 
Windsor greys in gold and crimson harness; postillions in gold-braided red jackets and 
jockey caps are astride the near-side horses, grooms and Yeomen of the King’s Body­
guard flank the coach. Pageantry of equal splendour will attend the crowning of 
Queen Elizabeth II. right: The Gold Mace.

A description of the Coronation Service and Ritual as 
used in modern times now follows on page 14-

Page 10



One of the Corona-

The magnificent Sceptre 
with the Cross which is held 
in the right hand of the 
Sovereign. A description 
of this incomparable ex~ 
ample of the Court jewellers* 
art is given on page 18.

h

above: From the Royal Gallery members 
of the Royal Family watch the ceremony. 
One, herself, has been crowned Queen 
Consort, another is to become Queen 
Elizabeth II. {From left to right:} The 
Duchess of Kent, the Duchess of Gloucester, 
Queen Maud of Norway, Queen Mary, 
The Princess Elizabeth, The Princess 
Margaret, The Princess Royal, right: 
The splendid scene in Westminster Abbey 
as King George VI is crowned, below: 
A close-up of His Late Majesty in the Coro­
nation Chair immediately after crowning.

slowly lowers it on the King’s brow. The 
people cry “GOD SAVE THE KING” 
and the trumpets sound. The King is 
crowned!

The Sovereign Is Crowned
Tt is i zth May, 1937. A fanfare of trum- 
1 pets has heralded the arrival of King 
George VI and his Consort, Queen Eliza­
beth, at the Abbey of Kings for their 
crowning. The year-long preparations for 
the wondrous ceremony—begun for the 
Coronation of Edward VIII—are complete 
to the last detail. For twenty-four hours 
humbler subjects of His Majesty have waited 
at the kerbside so that they may be sure of 
witnessing the splendour of the great pro­
cession; others of wealth have paid £25 for a 
seat at a window overlooking the route. 
Stands to accommodate 300,000 have been 
built in the streets, and in Westminster 
Abbey, where work has been in progress for 
five months, seating for 7,700 privileged 
guests has been arranged. In every country 
of the Commonwealth—indeed, of the world 
—countless millions of people of all races 
and creeds are listening intently at their 
radios. For two hours now the solemn 
ritual has proceeded in all its medieval mag­
nificence. At last comes a tense moment— 
a moment charged not only with the drama 
of the spectacle but with deep spiritual 
emotion. St. Edward’s Crown is carried 
from the High Altar and placed in the Arch­
bishop’s hands. He lifts it high, then



THE ANCIENT CORONATION SERVICE AND RITUAL
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the first to acclaim the Sovereign has been
Continued on page 16

Publisher's Foreword

ince 1399 the pattern, shape and colour of all 
_ Coronation Services solemnised in Westminster 
Abbey have followed broadly those evolved for the 
crowning of Henry IV. But that is not to say that 
each Coronation is a word-for-word replica of the 
last; indeed, there have been considerable variations 
—elaborations or simplifications of the ritual to suit 
the need and mood of the time or of the Sovereign.

The variations, as would be expected, have been 
most marked when a Queen Regnant has been 
crowned. And as the circumstances attending the 
Accession of each Queen Regnant of England have 
differed, there is no completely clear-cut precedent 
to follow. At the time this "book was closed for 
press the precise form and order of the Coronation 
of Queen Elizabeth II were not decided. 
Thus it may be that when Her Majesty 
is crowned there may be very slight 
differences between the following short 
description of the Coronation Service 
and Ritual and that actually performed.

THE RECOGNITION

above: The Coronation of King George VI and 
his consort Elizabeth in Westminster Abbey on 
12th May, 1937, is about to begin. Their 
Majesties are seated in their Chairs of Estate, 
their private prayers have been said. The King, 
wearing his Cap of State, is awaiting the first 
Act—The Recognition.

Although the Sovereign reigns by hereditary 
right, he or she must also be the choice of 
the people. Thus, The Recognition is to enable 
the people to express their willingness to accept 
the King or Queen Regnant about to be crowned 
and to do homage, service, and bounden duty 
to the ruler they recognise, right: King 
George VI faces his people for The Recognition. 
below: The Princess Elizabeth, then eleven 
years old, is received by the Earl Marshal as she 
arrives at Westminster Abbey for the Corona­
tion. Soon as Queen Elizabeth II, she will again 
be received at Westminster Abbey.

B

(1) The Introduction (i.e. first the 
p • • 1 ■’

and others not in direct attendance on the 
Sovereign are grouped round the pillars at the 
four comers of the Theatre. On the right of 
me Throne, in the South Transept are the 
Peers in their robes with the Royal Princes in 
front of them, and opposite in the North 
Transept are the Peeresses. In the Choir are 
the Royal Guests, the Representatives of 
Foreign States and the Prime Ministers of the 
Commonwealth.

The Service itself may be divided into five 
C il different parts:

barf beneath the Organ Loft she is greeted by the 
fflj shouts of the Queen’s Scholars of Westminster 

School—Vivat Regina Elizabetha! Vivat!
dH Vivat! Vivat! This is the only Latin now 
vj used in the Service, and the privilege of being

i

The Sword of State
This two-handed sword, which can be considered to 
be the Sword of England, is used in the Coronation 
Ceremony, and is also borne before the Sovereign at 
the State Opening of Parliament. It has a gold 
chased hilt and quillon, the latter in the form of a 
lion on one side and a unicorn on the other. On the 
crimson velvet covered scabbard are representations 
of a portcullis, a fleur-de-lis, and a harp, and also 
the Royal Arms of England, the Tudor Rose, and the 
Thistle of Scotland.

-H

n if

TN describing the Coronation Service one 
JL perhaps should consider first the setting 
and then the actual Service. Visitors to West­
minster Abbey are sometimes surprised to find 
that the Choir and Choir Stalls are placed west West Door, begins to

Recognition and then the Oath)
(2) The Anointing

(3) The Investment with the Royal Robes 
and the Insignia culminating in the 
Crowning

(4) The Enthroning and the Homage
(5) The Celebration of the Holy Communion.

On the arrival of the Sovereign at West­
minster Abbey the great procession, which has 
been marshalled in the built-on Annexe by the 

move up the Nave and 
Choir while the Choir sing the Anthem “ I 
was glad,” etc. (from Psalm cxxii). This 
anthem has been sung at the entry into the 
church since the Coronation of Charles I. It

• *s now sunS t0 fi*16 setting by the late Sir

of the central crossing, leaving a space between 
the Choir and the steps leading up to the 
Sanctuary7 and the High Altar. But the plan­
ning is deliberate, for from the time that the 
Abbey was built in the 13th century7 it has been a 
Coronation church, and it is in this central space Cg® Hubert Parry. As the Queen emerges from 
that at a Coronation, the “Theatre,” to give ’------ 1 ~ - - •
it its technical name, is built up to the level of 1 
the Sanctuary. On this raised platform takes f 
place a great part of the Coronation Ceremony, fa 
The Coronation Chair is placed facing the ! 
Altar midway between the two great pillars just j 
at the top of what would normally be the Altar | 
steps. Nearby on the south side of the i 
Sanctuary is the Chair occupied by the I 
Sovereign at the beginning of the Service. 
Behind the Coronation Chair on five raised 
steps in the centre of the Theatre is placed the 
Throne. On the south side of the Sanctuary7 
is the Royal Gallery, in which are seated 
members of the Royal Family; opposite to 
them on the west side are seated the Bishops. 
The Great Officers of State, the Heralds, the 
Lord Chancellor, the Lord Mayor of London, 
Page 14
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part of the rite—the hallowing of the 
Sovereign by anointing instead of, as in 
the case of bishops, the imposition of 
hands. It is only because the Queen 
has been thus anointed that she can be

The people then make reply “ GOD SAVE 
QUEEN ELIZABETH.” The Queen mean­
while stands in full view by the Coronation 
Chair, facing each side in turn.

The Recognition, as it is called, is a survival 
from the past, for it preserves the ancient form 
of the ratification by the people of the election 
of the Sovereign. It is in fact a kind of “ banns 
of marriage,” for in theory, at least, oppor­
tunity is given for dissent. It contrasts, there­
fore, with the shouts of the Westminster boys 
which represent the spontaneous recognition 
of their Sovereign by the people.

The formal Recognition is followed by the 
administration of the Oath, which is put to the 
Queen in a series of questions by the Arch­
bishop. By this she promises to govern her 
peoples according to the laws of the land and 
to uphold the Protestant Faith. The Queen 
then goes to the Altar and, kneeling there, lays 
her hand on the Bible and swears to perform 
and keep the Oath which she has promised. 
She signs it, and returning to her chair she 
repeats and also signs the Declaration pre­
scribed by Act of Parliament. This completes 
what may be called the introductory part of 
the Service.

The Communion Service now begins, and 
at once the atmosphere changes to one of 
devotion and deep religious significance, for 
it is from this point that the Sovereign dedicates

Page i(j

THE GIRDING OF THE SWORD

There are five State Swords. Two are illus­
trated and described on other pages; the other 
three (seen on the back cover) are replicas of 
those given to Henry VIII as “ Defender of the 
Faith,” by the Pope. The Tudor king later 
quarrelled with the Pope over his divorce from 
Catherine of Aragon, but he retained the swords 
and the title, which has been borne by all his 
successors. The shortest is the Sword of Mercy, 
or Curtana, which has a broken blade to denote 
mercy; the others are the Sword of Spiritual 
Justice and the Sword of Temporal Justice. 
Each is carried in the Ceremony by a peer.

The sword is an emblem of chivalry. During 
the Coronation Service, the beautiful Jewelled 
Sword of State is placed in the Sovereign’s right 
hand with the direction that it be used “ for the 
terror and punishment of evildoers, . . . the 
protection and encouragement of those that do 
well ... to stop the growth of iniquity and 
defend widows and orphans. . . .” After 
has been girt about the Sovereign’s waist, it is 
ungirt by him or her and then solemnly placed 
on the Altar, an act which symbolises that the 
might of the State is at the behest of the Church 
and gives meaning to the title “Defender of the 
Faith.” The lord who first received the Sword 
redeems it on behalf of the Sovereign for its 
nominal value of one hundred shillings.

In the photograph {right} King George VI, 
standing in front of King Edward’s Chair, is 
being girt with the Sword and will shortly offer 
it to the Altar, which he faces.

THE OATH

The pledging of the Oath symbo­
lises a solemn compact between 
the Crown and the people in 
which the new monarch promises 
to observe the established laws 
and customs of the Realm. After 
it has been sworn, the Sovereign 
signs his or her name on a piece 
of vellum attached to the Corona­
tion Roll, the official record of 
the Ceremony, which is after­
wards kept in the Court of 
Chancery. In the photograph 
{left} King George VI, having 
made and signed the Oath, is 
just taking the pen with which to 
sign the Declaration. The form 
of Oath has varied considerably 
over the centuries. Henry VIII 
qualified his by adding the clause 
“ nott prejudyciall to hys jurys- 
dycition and dygnite royall.”

in turn to the four comers of the Theatre ~ 
and at each corner presents to the 
people:

“ Queen Elizabeth, your undoubted Queen: 
Wherefore AU you who are come this day to do 
your Homage and Service, Are you willing to 
do the same? ”

exercised by the Westminster boys certainly 
for the last twelve Coronations

So the procession passes through the Choir 
to the raised platform or Theatre, between 
Choir and Altar, and the Queen takes her seat on 
the south side of the Sanctuary. Immediately 
she has done so, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
accompanied by the great Officers of __ _

The Sovereign’s Sword
The Jewelled Sword was made for the Coronation of 
George IV at a cost of £6,000 and is the most 
elaborate and beautiful of the five Swords of State. 
At the head of the hilt is a large diamond with 
rubies on four sides; below these are rows of 
emeralds and diamonds. The Scabbard, of dull 
gold encrusted with large and small jewels, carries 
the emblems of the Rose of England, the Thistle of 
Scotland, and the Shamrock of Ireland, composed as 
appropriate of rubies, emeralds, and diamonds. At 
the extreme tip is a great oblong turquoise.
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. herself to the service of her peoples, and is 
solemnJY consecrated, like a bishop, for her 

r. task. It is fitting, therefore, that after the 
Choir has sung the hymn Veni Creator (“ Come, 

ifel Holy Ghost, our souls inspire ”) the Anointing 
<’ ’’ r” r™--- - -v- ——1 —-1

< J 

R,
invested with the Royal Insignia culminating 
with the Crown.

The Queen, therefore, having discarded her 
Robes of State now moves to the Coronation 
Chair facing the Altar, in which she sits and 
over which four Knights of the Garter hold a 
canopy. Meanwhile the Choir sing, as they 
have sung at this point in the Ceremony since 
the 8th century, the anthem “ Zadok the 
Priest ” (now, and since the Coronation of 
George II, to the setting by Handel). The 
Archbishop, assisted by the Dean of West­
minster, anoints the Queen on the hands, the 
breast, and the crown of the head—Queen 
Victoria was anointed only on the hands and 
head—the Archbishop saying:

“ And as Solomon was anointed King by 
Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet, so be 
you anointed, blessed and consecrated Queen 
over the Peoples, whom the Lord your God 
hath given you to rule and govern. ...”

At this point a King is invested first with a 
sleeveless garment, corresponding to a bishop’s 
rochet, known as the Colobium Sindonis, and

Continued on page 18

should follow. This is really the central part 
of the Service—the most sacred and mystical

State and by Garter King-of-Arms, goes <2‘. B



The Investment With The Royal Robes And Orb
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There is also {not
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The Royal Sceptres
The most important of the five sceptres, the King’s 
Royal Sceptre with the Cross (illustrated on page 
13), was made for Charles II. It is 36 inches long, 
of gold, and it contains a great heart-shaped dia­
mond, the largest of the Stars of Africa cut from 
the Cullinan diamond. This flawless gem is nearly 
2| inches long and was inserted at the Order of 
Edward VII. The jewel above the Star of Africa 
is an amethyst in the shape of an orb; this is sur­
mounted by a diamond and emerald cross. The 
King’s Sceptre with the Dove (left) is a gold rod 
41 inches long, headed by a gold orb upon which is a 
gold and white-enamelled dove. Symbolic of the 
Holy Ghost, this Sceptre is held in the Sovereign’s 
left hand at one point of the Coronation Service.

above, left: The Most Rev. Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, P.C., D.D., Lord Archbishop of Canter­
bury, who will crown Queen Elizabeth II. The 
privilege of placing the Crown of England on 
the Sovereign’s head has attended his office since the 
days of William the Conqueror—possibly before. 
As “fee” he may claim the velvet chair, cushion, 
and footstool he uses during the service, above, 
right: The Most Rev. Cyril Forster Garbett, P.C., 
D.D., Lord Archbishop of York who assists the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.
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then with the sleeved Super tunica or Close Pall \ 
of cloth of gold lined with crimson silk, to-A' Ai 
gether with its girdle or sword belt. It is ‘r 
curious, however, that although these garments £ 
were certainly worn both by Queen Anne and 
by Queen Victoria, ±ere is no mention of them 
in the rubrics of their Coronation Services.
Queen Victoria, however, tells us in her Journal 
that immediately before the Anointing she 
retired to St. Edward’s Chapel and “ put 
on the supertunica of cloth of gold, in the 
shape of a kirtle, which was put over a singu­
lar sort of little gown of linen trimmed with 
lace.”

The Spurs are then brought from the Altar, 
and in the case of a Queen Regnant, instead of 
the heels being touched with them, she merely 
touches them with her hand and they are ±en 
taken back to the Altar.

After this the Archbishop receives the 
Sovereign’s sword and after laying it on the 
Altar he, assisted by other bishops, places it in 
the Queen’s right hand, thereby showing that

it is not delivered to her as head of the armed 
forces but to:

“ Do justice, stop the growth of iniquity, 
protect the Holy Church of God, help and 
defend widows and orphans, restore the things 
which are gone to decay, maintain the things 
that are restored, punish and reform what is 
amiss, and confirm what is in good order.”

If the precedent of Queen Victoria’s Corona­
tion is followed the Queen, unlike a King, is 
not actually girded with it, but rising immedi­
ately, goes alone to the Altar where, by a 
beautiful act of symbolism, she offers it in the 
service of God.

On her return the Queen is invested with the 
Armill, a kind of stole, and then with the Robe 
Royal or Pall of cloth of gold, which is buckled 
in front like a cope.

The Sovereign has now received all the Royal 
vestments and there follows the delivery of the 
regalia, each with its own significance. First 
the Orb, the symbol of independent Sovereignty 
under the Cross; the Archbishop saying as he 
places it in her hand:

“ And when you see this Orb thus set under 
the Cross, remember that the whole world is 
subject to the Power and Empire of Christ our 
Redeemer.”

The Orb is now a globe surmounted by a 
jewelled cross, but in medieval times it was a 
kind of sceptre; the cross surmounting a stem 
or staff which rose from the globe. In course

Continued on page 20

THE INVESTING WITH THE ROYAL ROBE AND ORB
After being girt with the Sword the Sovereign is invested with garments which 
signify the religious aspect of kingship. First is the Colobium Sindonis, a 
sleeveless surplice; next the Supertunica, a long tunic embroidered with gold 
thread; and finally the Armilia, a silk stole, and the Imperial Mantle, or Dalmatic 
Robe. This is shaped like a bishop’s cope and is richly worked with the national 
emblems, above: The scene as King George VI was invested with the Royal 
Robe. After the Lord Great Chamberlain has fastened the clasps, the Sovereign 
is seated in King Edward’s Chair and the King’s Orb or the Orb of England {right), 
is brought and placed in his or her right hand. The Orb signifies the sovereignty 
of Christianity over the world. It is a golden globe six inches in diameter sur­
mounted by a great amethyst upon which is the Cross. 
illustrated) a Queen’s Orb, carried by the Queen Consort.

OFFICIALS AT THE CEREMONY
These are: (1) those who perform their office by right 
of duty (e.g. the ecclesiastics); (2) those who have to 
prove to a Court of Claims that by tradition or heritage 
(e.g. the Earl Marshal) or by the tenure of lands held in 
fealty (fidelity to the landlord) they have a right to 
assist at the Ceremony (e.g. the Lord of the Manor of 
Worksop has the right to provide a scarlet glove for 
the King’s right hand, and to support his arm. The 
Dean of Westminster (left), as inheritor of the privileges 
of the Abbot of St. Peter, has the right to “ instruct ” 
the Sovereign in the ritual.
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of time, however, this early form of the Orb 
was forgotten, with the result that the Sovereign 
has now, rather awkwardly, to give the Orb 
back after it has been delivered, so that the 
hands may be free to hold the two Sceptres 
which are now in use. The Sovereign, how­
ever, carries the Orb and Sceptre on leaving 
the Abbe>? at the end of the Service.
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ST. EDWARD’S CROWN
'T’HE Crown of England
X Crown, and it is wit!

IP ;

The Ring, “ the ensign of Kingly Dignity,” 
is next placed on the fourth finger of the Queen’s 
right hand, and this is followed by the delivery, 
first, of the Sceptre with the Cross, signifying 
“ Kingly Power and Justice,” and then the 
Sceptre wi± the Dove, signifying “ Equity 
and Mercy.”

The moment has now come for the actual 
Crowning. The Archbishop goes to the Altar, 
and taking St. Edward’s Crown in his hands, 
he lays it on the Altar and says the dedicatory 
prayer. To quote the Rubric:

“ Then the Queen still sitting in King 
Edward's Chair, the Archbishop, assisted with 
other Bishops, shall come from the Altar: the 
Dean of Westminster shall bring the Crown, 
and the Archbishop taking it of him shall 
reverently put it upon the Queen's head. At 
the sight whereof the People, with loud and 
repeated shouts, shall cry,

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN."

At the same moment the Peers and Peeresses 
and the Kings of Arms put on their coronets, 
“ the Trumpets shall sound, and by a Signal 
given, the great Guns at the Tower shall be 
shot off.” The Acclamation ceasing, the 
Archbishop steps back and says:

“ God crown you with a Crown of Glory and 
Righteousness, that by the ministry of this our 
benediction, having a right faith and manifold 
fruit of good works, you may obtain the Crown 
of an everlasting kingdom by the gift of him 
whose kingdom endureth for ever."

Immediately after the crowning the Sovereign 
is presented with the Holy Bible:

“ . . . the most valuable thing that this world 
affords. Here is Wisdom; This is the Royal 
Law; These are the lively Oracles of God."

The presentation of the Bible at this point of 
the Service, which was first introduced at the 
Coronation of William and Mary in 1689, is 
not very happy. It would, perhaps, come 
better after the Recognition and before the 
Oath. As it is it breaks the sequence of the

Continued on page 22
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4 Crown was

4 Crown of State, had to be made.
St. Edward’s Crown is reproduced on the 

front cover. From the gem-encrusted rim 
spring two gold arches, and it is these arches 
which are the insignia of a ruler. Where 
the arches intersect is placed a gold monde 
or globe, above which is a jewelled cross with 
drop-shaped pearl pendants. Inside the 
crown is the Cap of Maintenance, of purple 
velvet edged with miniver.
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THE SUPREME MOMENT—THE CROWNING 
above and below, right: The King has assumed all the robes 
and insignia of his rank and the solemn, beautiful ceremony has 
reached its climax. The Dean takes St. Edward’s Crown from 
the High Altar and hands it to the Archbishop, who holds it high 
for a moment before lowering it on to the King’s head. The 
congregation cries “ God Save the King,” the peers put on their 
coronets, and a trumpet fanfare echoes through the lofty vastness 
of the Abbey. And at that precise second guns in Hyde Park 
fire a salute, which is answered by guns at the Tower. The King 
is crowned! left: The Imperial Crown of State is worn by the 
Sovereign after the crowning ceremony and on all great occasions 
of State during his or her reign. The large stone in the centre 
of the lower cross is the Black Prince’s ruby, given to him by 
Pedro the Cruel in 1367, and worn by Henry V at Agincourt. 
The State Crown also contains Queen Elizabeth’s pearl earrings, 
the Stuart sapphire from Charles Il’s Crown, the sapphire of 
Edward the Confessor, which he wore at his Coronation in 1042, 
and the second largest portion of the Star of Africa cut from the 
Cullinan diamond, presented to Edward VII by the Transvaal 
in 1907-
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1 is St. Edward’s 
Crown, and it is with this beautiful 

symbol of Monarchy that the Archbishop of 4p 
4p Canterbury performs the actual crowning 
4;- ritual. The Sovereign wears it only once 4> 
4;- during his or her entire reign—for those few •:> 
4y minutes in Westminster Abbey before it is 4p 
4p exchanged for the Imperial Crown of State. -:J> 
4 St. Edward’s Crown is of gold and its 4 

weight of over 5 lb. prevents it being worn for 4
4 long. The present crown was made for 4 
4 Charles II, to replace the original destroyed 4 
4 by Cromwell, which some authorities believe 4 
4 was the Saxon crown worn by Alfred the 4 
4 Great and conferred on him when he was five 4 
4 years old by Pope Leo in 853. After Edward 4 
4 the Confessor’s canonisation, King Alfred’s 4 
4 crown, it is said, became known as St. 4 
4 Edward’s Crown and for the next 600 years 4 
4 was used for crowning all English Sovereigns. 4 
4 Since Charles H’s Coronation the replica has 4 
4 been similarly used, except that at the 4 
4 Coronation of William and Mary (sovereigns 4 
4 of equal right) Queen Mary was crowned 4 
4 with Mary of Modena’s crown; and at the 4 
4 Coronation of Queen Victoria, St. Edward’s 4 
? C___ ___ too large for a small girlish head, 4
4 and a special one, nowr called die Imperial 4 
4 Crown of State, had to be made. 4
''f St. Edward’s Crown is reproduced on the

front cover. From the gem-encrusted rim ff 
ff spring two gold arches, and it is these arches f 
ff which are the insignia of a ruler. Where f 

the arches intersect is placed a gold monde < 
Jjf or globe, above which is a jewelled cross with f 
j drop-shaped pearl pendants. Inside the '’f, 
'f crown is the Cap of Maintenance, of purple T 
ff velvet edged with miniver.
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“ Your Liege Man of Life and Limb . .
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Ceremony, which should naturally proceed to 
the Inthronisation. In order to receive the 
Bible the Sovereign has to give up the Sceptres, 
hand it back immediately to the Archbishop, 
and then again receive the Sceptres before the 
Benediction which follows.

It may be noted that up to this point the

99

The Duke of Norfolk (above) 
holds the hereditary office of 
Earl Marshal of England, and 
as such is charged with the 
organisation of the secular side 
of the complicated Coronation 
ceremonial..’ Once his per­
quisites were the horses which 
carried the King and Queen to 
the Abbey, the tablecloth used 
at the banquet in Westminster 
Hall and all fines levied for 
offences on Coronation Day. 
The Earl Marshal is head of 
the College of Arms, and 
during the Coronation prepa­
rations and ceremony he is 
assisted by the Kings of Arms, 
the Heralds, and the Pur­
suivants of the College.

Westminster Abbey, the crowning place of the Kings 
and Queens of England since the Norman conquest. 
Some historians say that the ill-fated Harold II who 
fell at Hastings was rhe first English king to be 
crowned there; others aver that the first Coronation 
to be held in St. Edward’s Church was that of 
William the Conqueror. “ The Pictorial History of 
Westminster Abbey” is published by Pitkins uniform 
with this volume and at the same price. In this 
beautifully illustrated pictorial, Canon Adam Fox, 
D.D., the Archdeacon of Westminster, tells the full 
historic story of the Abbey which King Edward the 
Confessor founded in 1065.
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Queen for the most part has had her back to 
the congregation. She now rises, turns to the 
west, and accompanied by the Archbishop and 
her supporting Bishops, the Great Officers of 
State, the Lords bearing the Swords and others, 
proceeds, to the raised Throne, facing the Altar, 
in the centre of the Theatre. There, to quote 
the Rubric, she is:

“ . . . lifted up into it by the Archbishop and 
Bishops and other Peers ” and solemnly 
“ inthronised or placed therein.”

Historically this is the moment when the 
Sovereign enters into and takes possession of 
her kingdom.

There, Anointed, Crowned, and Enthroned, 
she is “ the undoubted Queen ” in the sight of 
all, and is in a position to receive the homage of 
the Princes and Peers. In former days the 
Royal Princes and the Spiritual and Temporal 
Peers each did their Homage in person, but in 
1902 the precedent was set, which has since 
been followed, that only the senior Peer of each 
degree should kneel before the Sovereign and 
do the actual homage, the rest of the Peers 
merely kneeling in their places and repeating 
the words after their respective leaders. First, 
then, comes the Fealty of the Archbishops and 
the spiritual Peers. The Archbishop of Canter­
bury swears that he and the other spiritual 
Peers will be “ faithful and true,” and, in the 
case of a Queen Regnant, kisses—the practice 
seems to have varied—either her left cheek or 
her hand. He is followed by the Princes of 
the Blood Royal, and then by the Peers, who 
remove their coronets and do their homage by 
touching the Crown and swearing to be:

Your Liege man of Life and Limb, and of 
earthly worship; and Faith and Truth I will 
bear unto you, to live and die, against all 
manner of Folks.”

It is interesting to note that Queen Victoria 
was unmarried at the time of her Coronation, 
but that at the Coronation of Queen Anne her 
husband, Prince George of Denmark, seems to 
have done homage before the Lords Spiritual, 
thus breaking the hitherto unbroken custom

Continued on page 24

THE HOMAGE
The origin of the Homage, 
the last act of the Coronation 
Service, harks back to the days 
of feudal England. The token 
of submission was then per­
formed by the vassal kneeling 
before his lord, his head un­
covered, his sword and spurs 
removed, and he would pro­
mise that until he died he 
would be liege man to his 
master. Peers pay homage to 
the new Sovereign in almost 
precisely the same form. With 
coronets removed they pro­
mise, “ I ... do become 
your liege man of life and 
limb, and of earthly worship; 
and faith and truth and I will 
bear unto you, to live and die, 
against all manner of folks. 
So help me God.” above 
(right)'. The first to pay 
homage to the new Sovereign 
are the Archbishops and 
Bishops. Here the Arch­
bishop of Canterbury (centre) 
and the Bishops of Durham 
(left) and Bath and Wells 
(right) are paying their 
homage, below (right): King 
George VI receives the hom­
age of his brother, the Duke 
of Kent.
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that the first to do Fealty and Homage should 
be the Archbishop of Canterbury.

When the Homage is ended, “ the Drums 
shall beat, and the Trumpets sound, and all the 
People shout, crying out:

GOD SAVE QUEEN ELIZABETH. 
LONG LIVE QUEEN ELIZABETH.

MAY THE QUEEN LIVE FOR EVER!”
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The thirty-seventh Coronation Ceremony enacted in West­
minster Abbey since William the Norman was crowned there 
871 years ago is over. Attended by every splendid device of 
Church and State the newly crowned King George VI leaves 
the church his saindy ancestor founded. He treads in the 
footsteps of his forbears—great kings, indifferent kings, and 
bad lungs—but of them all, none was a better king than he. 
The King who had kingship thrust upon him kept faith with 
the vows he made that day: his reign was the embodiment of 
the spirit of that solemn and magnificent ritual. A child of 
eleven had watched it all. Now, fifteen years later, she is to 
be crowned in her father’s place.
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This completes the solemnity of 
Sovereign’s Coronation.

In the case of a King Regnant the Queen’s 
Coronation immediately follows, otherwise the 
Service of the Holy Communion is resumed at 
the Offertory. The Queen goes to the Altar, 
and, after offering Bread and Wine and making 
her personal Oblation, she removes her Crown 
and kneels at a faldstool placed in front of the 
Altar while the Service proceeds.

After the final Blessing, the Choir, since 1902, 
have sung a solemn and triumphant Te Deum. 
Meanwhile the Queen, who returned to her 
Throne after making her communion and is 
now wearing the “ Imperial ” Crown in place 
of St. Edward’s Crown, descends and passes 
through the Altar Screen to St. Edward’s 
Chapel beyond. There she is disrobed of her 
Royal Robe of State and arrayed in her Robe 
of Purple Velvet. Then, the Procession having 
been marshalled, the Queen wearing her Crown 
and carrying in her hands the Sceptre with the 
Cross and the Orb, passes from the Altar 
through the Choir to the West Door of the 
Abbey.

Such, then, in outline is the Coronation 
Service, of which it has been well said that 
“ anyone who can understand the symbols, 
gestures, and ancient forms that will be used 
. . . will be able to see the whole of English 
history focussed within them.” It is no mere 
pageant, “ it is a day on which past, present, 
and future meet,” a solemn consecration of the 
Sovereign to the lifelong service of her peoples

a consecration so nobly exemplified in King 
George VI—a consecration which, we believe, 
will be no less devotedly maintained by his 
daughter, Queen Elizabeth II.
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The illustration above of The State Regalia and that of St. Edward’s Crown on the front cover are reproduced 
from official coloured photographs by authority of the Con troll e»of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. These photographs 
are Crown copyright, top row {from left to right): The Sword of State, Curtana or Sword of Mercy, The 
Queen’s Ivory Rod, The King’s Sceptre with the Dove, The King’s Royal Sceptre with the Cross, The Sovereign’s 
Jewelled Sword, The Queen’s Sceptre with the Cross, The Sword of Spiritual Justice, The Sword of Temporal 
Justice, bottom row {from left to right): The Orb of England, The Imperial State Crown, St. Edward’s Crown, 

The Crown of Queen Elizabeth (Consort of King George VI), The Anointing Spoon, and The Ampulla.


