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Chairman of the Commission.

I

Mr?<h4 .

-•:'

Will yon kindly note the above minute from the 
Administrator recording His Excellency’s appreciation

Hon: Li. C. Craigie-Halkett,

/LxA —
/£•

of your services on the Gormiission.

y ' ’ "•

for C.S.
18/9/20•
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H.E.the Governor,

A. C. S.10/3/21.
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Under the circumstances,it is not 

proposed to take any further action in regard to (25 
Shall I so inform Col'.Surgeon ? x
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' 1-------- - I
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I an directed by the Administrator to
inform you that His Exccllezicy hr-.c to-day
received a telephone messaro from Dr -Herklotts

'. ith regard to the death of the
Into Arthur Hardy on the evening of th© 4th
Inst-, asking that an enquiry should bo hold

Dr
Herklottc appears to bo under the impressi®n
that the deceased should not have died after
ur.''or/:o5.r.t v;hat he considers a successful

had the nursing facilities been
sufficiently yood -

Thia is a matter that can only be
cemented unxi by a responsible medicnl off iocr

:;oelloncy should-bo glad to haveand HIb
your observations on the subject with. a vieir
to ' Indium out whether proper core and attcntio*

by the nursiny sisters in the hospitals and
if you third: that there was any nopliyenco
on the port of your nursiiiy; staff.

• Dr Ilerklotts has asked tliat lw muy
on

the subject

Oe

sperat1on/

r>i
a

Scturd.ay,

5th .August >

be allowed to coma in to Stanley 
the 7th Inst

at Darrin?

® 5

Sir ?

Dr. Chdawick,

was ..-.iven to the deceased after tao operation

la order to satisfy kins elf
3 and lie has asked fuvthex* th&t two 

corp®^
Colonial Surgeon, 

Stanley.

st cihe...-
:i

into the eircnimctaneos of the death®



2.

if there are or^:j narks of safety pins
having been forced into the flesh, which to

part of the nurses attending the patient.
I to -mb you to accede to Dr4*

and to say that lie has

-
.

csrpscriay bo exauinod on the left side 
of thy tmmk with. a view to finding out

/

/

/

to this matter.

request?
boon izhor. tod by telephone that he is quits

Sir p

at liberty t:j in to Stanley for the 

purpose of satisfying hinsolf nlth regard

Yeur obedient servant, 

*■for Colonial Secretary.

HerklGtts’

■

z

■

'

‘

";'"'
.. .. ■. .... .■

hiz! nl'id ■70-vilci. iriply oarelcnsnosG ozi tho
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M. P. 569/20. 6th. August, 1920.

Sir,
I have the honour to submit the

following report re the late Arthur Hardy’s
death for His Excellency’s information.

Arthur Hardy was operated on for
gallstones on the 26th July. Until Saturday
the 31st July he was progressing favourably.
On my morning, afternoon, and evening visits
to the Hospital, the deceased was receiving
proper attention from the nursing staff.
At six p.m. on the 31st July I received a
message to proceed to the Hospital at once
and on my arrival found the patient in

operation wound and a consequent protrusion
of the greater part of the small intestine,

I immediatelystomach and omentum.
anaesthetised the patient and replaced the
above mentioned organs and also sutured up
the abdomenal wall with all possible speed.
Until this time deceased was progressing
satisfactorily with no complications. In
my opinion his laboured breathing due to
bronchitis and his posture in bed were
conducive factors towards rupture but some
physical strain was the accelerating cause.
What occasioned this strain can be better
explained by certain relatives and the
nursing staff, as I am not a resident surgeor
Therefore the Nurse-Matron is responsible for
the nursing, attention, &c in my absence.

After my operation deceased complained

a collapsed condition due to a rupture of the



£
2.

of a pain in the left side which I could not
account for. I was not justified at the
time in disturbing the patient in order to
remove the dressings. Later when this was
done, I found a safety pin fastened into
the flesh which was undoubtedly the cause
of this pain. The patient himself told

I

entry and exit wouiids of the pin still
The information as regards theevident.

probable casuation of the deceased straining
himself wqs only made known to me by the
relatives immediately before and subsequent
to his death*

The Hon: Col: Secretary.
Stanley.

this fact to certain of his relatives.
viewed the corps this morning and founf/ the
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MINUTE

H.E.the Administrator,
I beg to submit form of Commission of 

Enquiry herewith. Sergt Lewis T.Barnes who has 
acted as Clerk to Police Court,will be suitable to
act as Secty to the Commission.

JkjMI- «
August 7th 1920.

It will be necessary to inform the Hon.G.I.Turner and Mr.A.E. Felton of thiir appointments as Members of the Commission. The letters shoulu be sent from the Col.Secretary.
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BY COMMAND.

ForColoniul Secretary.

And I hereby appoint the said Honble Montague Cecil Craigie Halkettjto be Chairman of such commission, wi th full po-.vers.

By Els Excellency William Paulin Mar tin,Administrator and. Commander-in-chief of the Falkland Islands and their Dependencies.

Given unaer my hand and seal at Government House, Stanley,Falkland Islands,this flss-t day August A.D. 19*0 Seventh

Whereas it appears to me necessary that on. enquiry should be male into the circumstances attending the death of Arthur Hardy at the King Eaward Memorial Hospital,Stanley,on the 4th day of August 1920.

Ana I further appoint Sergeant Lewis T.ESrnes , to be the Secretary of the said Commission.

Now I the said Administrator,do hereby appoint the Honblc Montague Cecil Craigie Halkett, the Honble George Isaac Turner, Arthur E.Felton,Esquire all Justices of the Peace for the Colony of the Falkland Islands, to be a Commission to enquire into and take evidence upon the said or any other matter connected with the subject of this enquiry which it may appear desirable to submit to this said Commission,and to report to me thereupon.

COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY
(Ordinance 3 of 1900 Section 2?);,-

s

Administrator.



.MINUTE

Stanley

into the circumstances attending the death of

The
Commission will commence on Monday the 9th Inst.,
at 10 a. m.,your attendance will be required

I understood you to state that the
death of Mr.Arthur Hardy was caused through

As it is necessary for ion to Issue

Augt 7th 1920.

the rupture of a wound following an operation 
for Gall stones,and to the shock and exhaustion 
caused by a secona operation following on the

I beg to infc-rji you that H.E.the Administrator 
has appointed a Commission of Enquiry to enquire

thereat.

Arthur Hardy at the King Edward Memorial 
Hospital on the 4th August 1920.

rupture.
a certificate authorising burial of the body I

The Acting Colonial Surgeon,

beg to request that you will ,after conferring 
with the operating Surgeon (Dr.Herklots) Jet me 
have your opinion in writing.
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FALKLAND ISLANDS

COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY

I ARTHUR E. EELTON.
a Justice of th® Peace for th© Colony of the
Falkland Islands do swear that I will faithfully,
fully,impartlaiy,and to the best of my ability 7

discharge th® trust and perform the duties
devolving upon m© as a Commissioner appointed
by His Excellency the Administrator for the purpose

Edward Memorial Hospital,Port Stanley,on the 4th
day of August I2R0.

of making enquiry into th® circumstances attending 
the death of the lata Mr.Arthur Hardy at the King

/? ^7~ (.

Sworn before m® at Stanley,Falkland Islands,this 
ninth day of August 1920. /

h\j >
S t ipend iar y Mag1s t ra te.

( 6 ?



1U.LKIAND ISLANDS

COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY

I,.Montague Cecil Craigie Halkett

Justice of the Peace for th® Colony of thecv

Falkland Islands ao swear that I will faithfully,
fully,impartialy,and to the. host of my ability,
discharge the trust and perform the duties devolving

a Commissioner appointed by Hisupon me as
Excellency the Administrator for the purpose of
making enquiry into the circumstances attsinding the
death of the late Mr.Arthur Hardy at the King
Eaward Memorial Hospital,Port Stanley,on ths 4th

Sworn before
ninth day of August 1920

Jus t i co o f^th -thi.
FalUIamls lands.

X

day of August 1920.

me at Stanley,Falkland. Islams,this



FALKLAND ISLANDS

OFcommission

I

Falkland Islands ao swear that I will faithfully,
fully, impartialy,ana to the best of my ability,
discharge the trust and perform the duties

a Commissioner appointeddevolving upon mu as
by His Excellency the Administrator for the purpose
of making enquiry into the circumstances attending
the death of the late ar.Arthur Hardy at the King
Edward dlemorial Hospital,Port Stanley,on the 4 th
day of August 1320.

Sworn before me at Stanley,Falkland Islands,this

GEORGE ISAAC? TURNER
a Justice of the Peace for the Colony of the

Z 

ninth day of August 1920. /•>

J __ z£7~______________________Stipendiary Magistrate.

i ■??. \

ENQUIRY
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1 fig >'-4

POUT CIAULEY,

FALKLAND ISLANDS,

26 th AUGUST T&2O.

nos with the e-treis of your Commission

lat

2. V?o have th-e honour to transmit h. ru.yith a

list of th- nut a of the witnesses ca-ainua before

us together with their eviaencs

FrOu. the cvia-nce taken we ,rs of opinion

ths,t the l_t- Hr.Arthur Haray,who was opur^t— on

when taking intossa.ry,cwn

nu—be r of the Hospital Staffcons ia_ ration tl The

Aelic-l wile-nos shows that instructions were issue-

to th.- I^ursing staff to the effect that th

.iL.s not to be- left alone, but the wiacncu of other

witnesses shews that these instructions were not

faithfully observed as it is statsa that the

4. It appears that the Uursu Matron refusal

outsiue help when it was proferrus. from the

relations or frisnus of the patient/with the result
unnecessarily alone. If

—tea the 7th _y of August 1920,we have luule en^ciry 

into th- circusistunc.es uttsnaing the a-uuth of the

have the honour to inform Your Evuwixwauy uio-t 

in a.'

w1 v

patient

relations weri- consiaerea uniesiruolu,«u think that 
capable outs lac- help coula have been procuraa ana

sonsiaering

patient

that the patient was

a-al more thc.n .a.s n--

W-.S generally founi to be alone

hr.Arthur Uu,ray,who aisa at the- Fing E-wara th 

Seventh 'eaoric.l Hospital,Stanley, on th. 4th aay 

of August 1920.

-t th. King Eawur a U-mori-a Hospital on the 26th

July 1910,for g-il-stones, ,vas left alone a gre-t

circusistunc.es


(2)

considering the mental ana physical state of the
patient should have been obtained.

on Saturday evening the 3Tst JUly 1920,before being
told to do so by the Medical Officer in charge. Thu
removal of the bandage and dressing resulted in the
internal organs of the patient becoming exposed for
some time and to the patient suffering from

Tt Was stated in evidence that after an
operation for gall-stones it was usual to keep ths
patient in a flat position for some hours,but owing
to asthma trouble it was found necessary to place
Mr.Hardy in a raised position to relieve his
breathing which position,it was stated,-would throw

7.Thu Nurse Matron stated in evidence that she
fastened a roller towd at foot of the patients baa

From the Medical evidence on the

was unnecessary.^ if used by ths patient would in
all probability throw strain on the operation wound
and cause a rupture thereof. Mrs.Arthur Hardy,
wife of the patient,stated in evidence that she
actually saw her husband, pull himself up by pulling
on the towel with both hunus,thus showing that the
patient did use the towel for the purpose of
helping himself up.

8. Both Nurses statea that when on duty they 
use the sitting room instead of sitting in the Ward 

wi th

consequent shock and exhaustion.

o.

to please him.
subject,we are of opinion that th® roller towel

a slight strain on the operation wound.

removing the bandage and dressings from ths Patient

5. From the Medical evidence,we are of opinion 
that ths Nurse Matron uxcueded her duties by



(3)'

Hospital,we ar® of opinion that from the ’flora in
which the patient was place! to the sitting room
occupies, by the Nurse on night duty,that it would.
req,ulra considerably more than the movement of the

In view of thepatient in the bed to be huura.
serious condition of the patient,wc are of opinion
that ths Nurse on duty should have remained in ths
Ward with the patient and not in her sitting room,
from which she only made Casual visits to the Hard.

In her evidence,the wife of the patient
statea that on one occasion when visiting her
husband she founa him alone and his pillows on ths
floor, we are of opinion that this shows that the
patient was not properly attended to.

If it is necessary to keep up the

Witness stated that he haa to keep his overcoat on

prefers a comfortable chair in a warm room to the
Ward of the patient where th® mercury in th®
thermometer was probably near freezing point.
We ar© of opinion that the Officer responsible for
th® heating of the Hospital should be called upon

while sitting up at night with the patient. It is 
not to be wondered at that the Nurs® on night duty

that when sitting up with the patient he had to 
keep on his overcoat and gloves and place a blanket 
round his knees us th® Ward was so cold and another

TO. From the evidence taken it would appear 
that th® heating of the hospital (at night) Was

9.

with the patients from which they could hear the 
slightest sound. After examination of the

faulty 
temperature during the day when the Hospital has 
no patients to be cared for,how much more 
necessary should it be,during the winter nights 
when the wuras are occupied - one witness stated



(4)'

to give an explanation as to why the heating was
not properly attended to between the nights of

II. From thw evidence taken we consider as
follows:

sc^r

death

(d) That the patient should Lav® had 
continuum* cbt ti»Xii>iux*,au cuiy rat* i'ux uu» 
first few days after the operation.

(e) That the Nurse Matron should have 
obtained Medical assistance before 
touching the bunaage and dressing of the 
patient on the evening of the 31st July.

(f) That the rupture of the operation 
was caused by some strain which we 
attribute to:-

(a) ' That the patient was successfully 
operated on by Dr.G.A.Herklots on the 26th 
July 1920,ana that he was progressing 
favourably up to the evening of Saturday the 
31st July 1920,when it was discovered that 
the operation scar was ruptured.

(b) That both Er.G.A.Hsrklots and Dr.H. 
Chadwick (Actg.colonial Surgeon)dll all 
they possibly could for the“patient.

(c)' That the Nurse Matron did not carry 
out the instructions given to her to the 
effect that the par lent was not to be 
left alone.

(1) : The position in which the patient 
had to be placed to relieve hl’s 
brunthing,which position it was 
stated in evidence would throw slight 
strain on the operation. wound,and

(2) To the fact that the patient used 
ths roller towel uituchmsnt to pull 
himself up with,thus throwing strain 
on the operation wound.

(g) That the roller towel was fastened to 
patients bed so that he could pull 
himself up without having to call
assistance,ana not as stated by the Nurse 
Matron ’to please the patient’.

(h) ; That the rupture of the operation 
wound us set out in (f)ioaturially 
contributed to the patients ultimate

the 31st July ana the 3rd August last.



(51

death from collapse.

c-e.

26th August 1320

All of which wc respectfully submit.

Vchad.'n^n.’-’

L.Secretary.



LIST OF NAMES OF WITNESSES REFERRED TO IN PARA.
2. OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION.

2. Mrs..-.iirga.rut Hardy (Sister-in-law of late

8.William Basil Dixon
9.Raymond Vivian Hardy

IO. Dr.Hitchon Chadwick
(recalled)'.II. Dr.Guard A-Herklots

I. Dr.Hitchon Chadwick, MB. ChB (Viet) Acting 
Colonial Surgeon.

5. Mary Layton, District Nurse,King Edward VII 
jfemor ial Hospital.

(Friend of late A.Hardy) 
(nephew of late A-Hardy) 
(recalled)

Secretary" tb”iCbrnmis sibn.

7. Catherine Charlotte Yulu,Nurse Matron,King 
Ed war a VII.Memorial Hospital.

3. Albert Percy Hardy (Brother of late A.Hardy)
4..Mrs.Mary Catharine Hardy (Widow of the late 

A.Hardy)

5.Gerard A.Herklots,M.R.C.S.,L.R.C.P. (Medical 
Off lose r for the Falkland Is. 
Co,Ltd, Darwin, E.F.
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5G9/20.

lot]..- September 20.

Vith reference to the letter from this

appointing

you to bo a member of a Commission to enquire
into the circumstances attending the death

Arthur Hardy at the King
I am directed by

the Administrator to convey to you His
Excellency1s thanks for and appreciation of
your work performed in this connection.

Your obedient servant 9

for Colonial Secretary.

Stanley.

-

of the late Hr.
Edward Memorial Hospital,

last 5

Sir,

office of the 7th August,

Sir,

Esq. s

7. am,

ATt/hiir E. I'olton,



OFFICE- OF THE STIPENDIARY .MAGISTRATE,

OCTOBER I5th 1920.

Sir:

With reference to your letter dated the I3th
instant requesting information as to the verdict of
an enquiry held on the 9th August last concerning

the death of your father,the late Mr.Arthur Hardy, I
have the honour to inform you that no Magisterial
enquiry was held into the matter but that a
Commission of Enquiry was appointed by the
Administrator for the purpose of supplying His

Excellency with a Report into tfiie circumstances

attending the death of the late Mr.Arthur Hardy.

I have accordingly forwarded your letter

Secretary for submission toto the Colonial

the Administrator.

Your obedient servant.

Stipendiary Magistrate.

Mr.LESLIE HARDY,

STANLEY BAKERY.

PORT STANLEY.

2.

Sir,

STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS,

I have the honour to be,



Stanley Bakery
Port Stanley
Oct. I3th.I920

Sir
As eldest son of the late Arthur Hardy I wish to

knowthe verdict of the enquiry held on the 9th. of
August last relating to my fathers death
Also the reason for the following :

(I) A safety pin being put through the aforesaid’s
bandages and fastened through his flesh.

(2$ The reason why the draing tube which led into his gall
was on two occasions out of the bottle under the bed
and twisted up in the bedclothes .

Yours Faithfully
The Magistrate
The Police Court

STANLEY



irniTE

Hon.Col.Secretary,

si th i..y reply thereto,outfitted.

to be furnished ./1th replie* to the ^ue«tion» ^-.-kee by
hLu.

3. Thu se^th of the l,.te ’Tr./rthur H..r_iy

registered on >. Huj.1-3.. 1 "urtif ie..te is.sje.i by the

h^j. there been no •’esio^l Certificate

then Inquisition would h..vu been held.

..ppointeJ. by the f-ulni tr.dor

Lpte dr./.IL.rdy...ns. if „ftur rending tlu.t deport

His Excellency .-ub satisfied th^t the Hospital st-.ff did

v/h^t they could for the patient then I think it ■.•■dll be

The Co-^iiooion of Enquiry

Co rone 1’3

7<?o for the purpose of inJiing deport to His Fxcelkney 
into the circuxstances ,dtendinr the le.-th of the

sufficient if dr.L.T^ray ci.n be co irifcyn.ux.

October Ejthdo

‘1’

kg.Colon!..J Suryeon,

Letter iroxs dr.Leslie 1-Ur.iy together

Ho .'Ugisteri^l Inquiry held.

J. I -o not know th^t ..ir.L.IUray i.o entitles
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>. c.-.i fpoetod by the .Mklnlirtrotop to
aeknowl ... e receipt of your letter of

tho late
a

the eor-ort of the Co . Iasioo ■: -pointed to
enquire into the oireumte att iding

blC 0'0?A ICPCJ to Ortloflod

t at .. .• ..' ,? of ?ct •<•■ duty can be

br o ?u; , , ■ .' ot ienbep of too <.t-1

r-tef:-'

for .{;(j 101 ifo .1 ’ o c??otor;; *

f1Stanley»

fp- Leslie

to ip oboOc- ..t Gor.'-vopt^

SiP 5

c . •rrfy5! doothij

. ??t”, / pj L,c.rdy5

13th OetobOP;,

hU’ln:; t'io lllpoes of the to. tic ■’’Cm

eo:-oop;■; t’ death of ;,'O:.-p le.thor5

■'. ■ th •.' .... to; toaley5the 13tJ 11 Ste

t on5

•--?io. to .'.'■.iforn ;,7ou t’u-t fee::



Stanley Bakery

Stanley I9th.I920

Your Excellency

In answer to your letter No.569/20

Your Excellency does not answer my two questions

in my letter of the I3th.inst. to which I require an

Answer • Also please let me have a copy of all

evidence given at the Commission of Enquiry •

If I cannot receive any satisfaction in this matter

I intend to appeal to another source •

I Am

Sir

Your Obediently
His Excellency&

The AdmiStaatoy
J,

Stanley
/
i
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'../C'e.'/jh h.” bhc- j'h. ■t. 03*1

■- ■ [1'S • . to1iey has nothing non:.

•'■••9 c 'hi to tno

U >oto >< r«

■ ■ ■' u f is office any ©orrosponde ace
•on. dcoiro nubnit bed A’.'.r- the

c:?.i icrnntlun o± his jzcclloncy.
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for Golo: .io 1 Goc*nctozjy <»

Gtnn.’-o:;.
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■■••■ t 3 . youo;.‘ th® 1. th Inst > 7
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to -, reoalpt ■...: ■•<■- 1 tter

c o Lt • :1 c•■■ > ?. o-.. :' 1 r > c. -

Sii’h

Loolic rdtb

■: ■;■•. :■ to you ■ ttar oi $

t I :■> : to roqv.oot you to



Stanley Bakery

Your Excellency

I "beg to ask that I might he furnished

with a copy of all evidence given also the verdict of the

inquiry held on August the 9th last relating to the death

of my father (Arthur Hardy ) in The King Edward Memorial Hospit

of the aforesaid month*

I am

Sir

Yours Obediently

His Excellency the

Governor

STANLEY

Stanley

I8/2/I92I

al on the 4th*



5G9/20.

23rd Februapy j 21

I an directed by the Governor to
aclaio;; lodge the receipt of
of the 13th February, and in reply to
inform you that Ilin Esc o Honey has
nothing further to add to tho
communication addressed to you from

1920 •

Sir,
Your obedient servent,

for Colonial Secretary.

Stanley.

I an,

Hr. Losllo Hardy,

Sil’,

your letter

this office on tho 23rd October,
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Stanley Bakery-

to have a copy of the stated evidence • In your letter dated 18
October i92O your Excellency states that no charge of neglect c
can be brought against any member of the hospital this can not
be taken as an answer to my letter of the I3th. October

also to knowas in my letter I asked two direct questions

the verdict of the inquiry th£. latter part is quite ignored

Should I fail to get any satisfaction here in this matter I

intend to lay ray case before the Secretary of State for

his consideration

I Am

Sir

Yours Obediently

His Excellency

THe Governor

S TQA H L E Y •

Stanley

28/2/1921

(za

Your Excellency

With Reference to your letter dated 23/2/21
No. 569/20 Am I to take from this letter that I am refused



FORM I.

Falkland Islands.

No 

Stanley,

19 .

I I
4

fees etc.For

£ d.s.

•m
/•

days @

weeks @

For Extras

Total £ /■

Nurse Matron.

Certified for £ s.

Colonial Surgeon.

to the Nurse-Matron without delay.

THE KING EDWARD Vll MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.
(Regulation 11, Form T.)

h

The amount certified should be paid to the @ek»HakSufgeon or 
M.r. 532/16.

Debtor to the Government of the Falkland Islands.
Hospital 

attendance or Nursing



Stanley Bakery

Bear Madam

Enclosed please find account delivered here

this morning • I do not intend to pay this account until amfe.

I receive a copy of the evidence given at the court of

inquiry also the verdict of the court •

Yours Truly
K.C. Yule

Nurse Matron
K.E.M.H.

Stanley

1/3/1921
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