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SUBJECT.Registrar-General.

193 1. Death by drowning of R.G.Barnes.

Sth January.

Previous Paper.

MINUTES.

DEATH BY ACCIDENTAL DR07/NING OF ROBERT GEORGS BARNES
ON THE 3RD DAY 07~JAWaRY, 1951.

Subsequent Paper.

I
I

LEGAL.
MISCELLANEOUS .

Port & Marine 
Shipping.

/

on Monday the 5th day of January,

O/
/ ^<J2

JURY 13 RIDER recommending that some competent person 
be appointed to examine the condition of all Cutters 
and Dinghies working both inside and outside of Stanley 
Harbour•

I

Verdict of Jury.
n That Robert George Barnes came to his 
death by Accidental drowning and not 
otherwise, and recommended furthermore 
that some competent person be appointee 
by the proper authority to examine 
the condition of all Cutters and 
Dinghies working both inside and 
outside of Stanley Harbour.”

Extracted from the Official notes of the evidence 
taken and contained in' S'.C.File ~No.l/5T7 “

Inquest to enquire into the circumstances under which 
R.G.Barnes came to his death held in the Court Room, 
Town Hall, Stanlev, " “
1951.
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C.S.O. No 3.
Sheet No.Inside Minute Paper.

2.

3.

on

s.I regret that time and. opportunity have 
not permitted this matter being dealt with 
sooner.

’and means to avoid accident.
i

i '3!-

H. C.

The vessels which have been examined are 
the "Perseverance”, "Peronelle", "Wembley", "Indiana" 
and "Foam". The "Perseverance" has undergone 
considerable repairs since her examination and is 
now in a much better condition.

4. I do not consider it practicable to restrict 
by rule or regulation the working of these craft,

i or even to require that they should be maintained 
! in any given standard of repair. Such action 
1 would inevitably add to the expense of the upkeep 
; of the boats which is already as much as the men 
can afford. Furthermore, it is undesirable that 
any measure of responsibility should attach to the 
Government in case of accident. It should be 
borne in mind that these boats are engaged in work 
in which the most seaworthy of their class might 
•find itself in difficulties at a time least expected 
i

5. The cuttermen are well aware of the danger 
-incurred by faulty boats and gear, and as a rule 
.they take all the precautions within their power
2nd rr.?ar_? t? ?.v?i-_ accident. Accidents are of 
very rare occurrence and viewed in this light it 
must be concluded that the chances of mishap are 
few in number.

6. I consider that the only action called for 
at the present time is to offer to the men such 
help and advice as they are willing to accept. It 
should be possible to arrange periodical inspect­
ions of the boats. It may also be possible to 
arrange some system of reporting the movements of 
boats at work in Port William by communication va th 
the Lighthouse, with the object of rendering assist- 
jance in case of distress. If approved, I will 
arrange a meeting of the men when the matter can be discussed.

I consider these craft well fitted for use 
in the Inner Harbour, Port William, and Berkeley 
Sound. They are as safe as can reasonably be 
expected and if capably handled should not in 
themselves endanger life. The small boats also 
are of a good class, and carrying loads of reason­
able weight and bulk, having regard to the state of 
sea and weather, cannot be regarded as liable to 
accident. The dinghy belonging to the "Peronelle"

I through which the accident that gave rise to this 
investigation occurred, is the one exception. It 
is mm undoubtedly an unsafe boat, but notwithstand­
ing the warning given it is still in use.

7. The schooner "Shamrock" ana the yawl "Prefect 
[Garcia" are of a larger class than the craft above 
jinentionea. These vessels carry freight ana 
some occasions, passengers between places on 
has.u an! Jest islanls. I am lea to believe that their coalition couia be improve! an! will * 
our to get the owners to effect such repairs as^'

Blay /



In the Port Regulations of the 4th of March,
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ccident.

Hafbo'ur Master, 
18th September, 1931.

9. In conclusion, I am of opinion that while it 
may be possible by departmental arrangement to advise and 
help the Cuttermen in the course of their calling, no 
measures which could be reasonably taken by the Government 
would appreciably lessen their liability to

may be suggested. Similar passages are made by the 
motor boat belonging to Mr. I. Stein. This boat is 
in a thoroughly sound condition.

8. In the Port Regulations of the 4th of March, 
1895 it was laid down that no vessel should go Worth 
of the Volunteers or south of Cape Pembroke with less 
than three competent hands. This regulation was 
repeated in the Regulations of the 21st of October, 1901, 
but repealed by the Regulations of the 23rd of December, 
1902. I do not think it advisable that the regulation 
should be revived. The "Shamrock" and"Prefecto Garcia" 
always carry three men. Stein’s motor boat carries only 
two, but I do not think the circumstances such that the 
Government should interfere.
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HARBOUR
stai^sy,

1931.

notes made on the examination of your Schr.
and boats used in conjunction therewith, in accordance
with the recommendation of the Jury at the Inquest held

It should be understood that these notes are
supplied to you without prejudice; that is to say, the
Government can admit no responsibility for any lose or
damage sustained consequent on or subsequent to your
following the advice or adopting the suggestions contained
therein

I am,
sir,

Your obedient servant,
7

Harbour Master.

i

i
■

Messrs* John & Fred Barnes* Mr. Frank Barnes.

I

I have the honour to altaeh herewith a copy of
... - Cutter "P, -Perone,

on the 5th of January, 1931.

9th February,

erseveranee- lie"

Sir,



1
John and Fred Barnes.Owners :

Rig Cutter.
26 ft.

H 8 ft.

2 in.
Denth of hold

Ballast about 3 tons of pig iron.

mast and chains allwire

Recommendations. New pin wanted in peak halliard sheave
block.

Hull.
The hull is strong having been re-timbered when the

boat was converted into a cutter.

it is considered that this vesselRe c omme nda t ions.
The following

1.

2. Lodging

3.

4.
5. I

Carlines should be fitted between the beams forf- ard to enable the deck at this part to be fasten-A new niece of covering board is

Length overall
Breadth

New deck beams should be fitted abaft the cabin scuttle.

3 ft.4 ft.

found

The deck is in a very bad state and requires consider- 
to knit the frame of the vessel together.

is too old to undergo any heavy repairs, 
minor repairs are recommended :

Draft light. ForeAft.

''

^Perseverance”

ed -and caulked. A new niece of covering board is required on the port bow.
The deck planks aft should be stripped and renewed

Constructed from open boat formerly belonging to the 
Government. ’ Decked over and sides raised approximately 
1 foot.

Rigging.
Sails, mast, booms, rones, 

to be sound and in good working order.

able strengthening

4 ft. 3 in.

All beams should be strengthened with hanging knees with through fastening on each side. Lodging knees should be fitted on each side of the mast beams.



- 2 -

5.
6.

7.
8.

9.

This vessel should not take a load of over 6 tons
at most. In its present condition it is considered
unsafe to go outside Port William.

poat worked in conjunction with "Perseverance".

breadth 4 ft. 3 in. denth

One thwart.

Condition. In good order and considered safe for a 
load of half a ton or twenty bundles of tussac.

ft.

All deck planks require more fastening.
The deck requires re-caulking throughout : also r ound s t an ch i on s.
The rail and rubbing piece require fastening and portion of rail missing should be replaced.
The hole in deck used for passage of anchor chain should be covered up and replaced by chain pipe.
A canvas mast coat should be provided for the mast.

Scow - Length 11
1 ft. 6 in. Carvel built of Sandy Point wood.



Owner : Frank Barnes.

50 ft.
n 9 ft.

6 in.

Depth of Hold 4 ft.

tons of
pig iron. Two pumps.

Rising.
and chains all found tomast

Hull
The hull and deck are in a thoroughly sound condition.

Re c omn enda ti ons.
1.

2.

3.

This vessel is considered in its present condit­
ion as seaworthy.

Condition.

3 ft.4 ft.

Rig. Schooner.
Length overall
Breadth

! ? Peronelien

Draft light. ForeAft.

The deck should he re-caulked and minor repairs effected to bulwarks where necessary.
Chain pines should be fitted for stowage of anchor"chains in substitution of present method of passing the chains through the hatch.
A canvas mast coat should be provided for the main mast.

Sails, mast, booms, rones, 
be sound and in good working order.

Boats worked in conjunction with TPeronell,e ?
Pram - Length 16 ft. Breadth 5 ft. 3 in. Depth 1 ft. 7 in 
Clinker built of soft wood.

In good condition and safe for a load of 
-J tons or 50 bundles of tussac.

Missing timbers /should 'he replaced.

wire,

Formerly an Admiralty picket boat : 
of teak. Lined diagonally. 

Three bulkheads.

Carvel built.4 '4”Ballast ahsut
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12 ft.
Unsafe

Bilges and frame generally very badly 
for any load or for passage in other than

Dinghy.
shaped, 
smooth water.
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j^S&AaP ISLANDS.

HARBOUR DEPARTMENT,
Stanley,

24th September, 1931.

Sir,

of notes male on the examination of your

at the Inquest hell on the 5th of January, 1931.
It shoull be unlerstool that these notes are

suppliel to you without preJuliee; that is to say,
the Government can almit no responsibility for any
loss or lamage sustainel consequent on or subsequent
to your following the alvice or adopting the suggest­
ions containel therein#

I am,

Sir,

Your obelient servant,

Mr. Charles Skilling, 
Mr. Thos. Binnie, Jnr. 
Mr. Frei. Skilling. 
Mr. Jeff Bunles.

,.o
Harbour Master.

I have the honour to attach herewith a copy 
Cutter 

It 
tt 

Schooner
in accorlanoe with the recommendation of the Jury

"Wembley" 
"Foam" 
"Indiana" 

"Shamrock"



Jeff Bundes.OWSR:

Kig. Schooner.

Length overall 52 ft.

Beam 12 ft.

Depth of hold under deck to floor. 5 ft.
Draft light Aft.

Ballast carried consists of 10 tons pig iron.
Carrying capacity 20 tons.

This

Recommendations.

The vessel carries a well built boat, measuring 16 ft. 
long and 5 ft 3 in. in breadth, with a depth of 2 ft.

Hull.
woods,

Recommendations. The caulking is in good condition
with the exception of covering board seam outside, 
should be re-caulked.

Rigging, &c. Anchors,
and running gear are

chains, chain pipes, spars, rigging, 
in good condition.

tTS H A I.I RO C K.rr

_______ ____________ The masts should have new mast coats 
owing ‘Go water getting through and wetting beams.

6 ft. 6 in.
Fore. 4 ft. 6 in.

The hull is of teak, American elm, and other hard 
which, on examination, seem to be in sound condition.

The deck is of soft wood and is in good order.

The vessel has a comfortable cabin with a Ho. 6 Stanley 
cooking range, three full sized bunks and ample locker room. 
The space between bunks is 11 ft long, 5 ft. 6 in. wide, with 
7 ft. head room.

There is a good forecastle, with 2 bunks and small stove, 
for accommodation of crew.



Charles Skilling."V/EkIBLEY" OWNER:

Rig. Cutter

Length overall 26 ft.
Breadth tr 8 ft. 3 in.
Draft light

4 ft. 2 in.Depth of hold
about 1§ tons.Ballast

Sails, mast and spars are in fair condition.Rigging.
New rigging screws or hempR e c o mme nd a t i o ns.

lanyards are required to mast shrouds.

This cutter has a four cylinder petrol engineEngine.

in fair condition.

built of 8" steelHull. The hull is in good condition,
plates bolted to wood timbers at 8” centres and lined

the inside with -J" boarding. The deck is in goodon
condition.

Recommendations. A hand pump is required to be
fixed on deck aft, for use when the engine is not in

The hatch requires repair.working order. The
rudder gudgeons are badly worn and should be renewed
as soon as possible.

Boat worked in conjunction with "Wembley".

11 ft.Pram - Length 6 in. Beam 4 ft. 6 in.
Clinker built of soft wood.

Condition. In good condition and safe for a load
of 25 to 30 bundles of tussac.

Pore 3 ft.
Aft 3 ft. 9 in.



"INDIANA" Frederick Skilling.O’.TNFR:

Hig. Cutter.
Length overall 30 ft.
Breadth n 10 ft.
Draft light

2 in.Depth of hold. 4 ft
about 3^ tons.Ballast

Rigging.
This cutter has recently beenin good condition.

fitted with new lanyards and some new running gear.

Heavily and strongly built. All framing andHull.
planking is of hard wood and in fairly good condit-

There is oneThe deck is in good repair.ion.
good pump, worked from the deck.

The rudder gudgeons are badlyR e c o mmendat i o ns.

Boat worked in conjunction with "Indiana".

- Length 11 ft. 6 in. Beam 4 ft. 9 in.Pram
Clinker built of soft wood.

In good condition and safe for aCondi tion.
load of 30 bundles of tussac.

3 ft. 3 in.
3 ft. 9 in.

Fore 
Aft

worn and should be replaced as soon as possible.

The mast, spars, rigging and running gear are



I "FOAM" OWNER:

Rig* Cutter.
Length overall 27 ft.
Breadth n 9 ft. 4 in.
Draft light

Depth of hold 3 ft. 4 in.
Ballast about 2 tons.

Rigging. The mast, spars, rigging and running gear
are all in good condition.

Constructed from a ship’s lifeboat,Hull. built on
and decked over. The hull is strong, having
had new ribs fitted between the original ribs the
entire length of the boat. The deck is good,
but the beams are badly fastened down. The
outside planking is of pitch pine with oak ribs,
copper fastened. One good pump is fitted on
deck.

Recommendations. Either lodging or hanging knees

should be fitted to deck beams.

Boat worked in conjunction with "Foam".

Beam 4 ft. 6 in.Length 11 ft. ClinkerPram
built of soft wood.

In good condition and safe for a loadCondition.
of 25 to 30 bundles of tussac.

2 ft. 3 in.
3 ft. 6 in.

Fore 
Aft

Thos. Binnie, Junior.


