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r GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

RECEIVED.

DoteWords Handed in atOffice of OriginNumber

30.4.47Pebble etat 23 09.2024
To URGENT HAMILTON OHMS,

STANLEY.

A FLEET OF WHALERS AND FLOATING FACTORY HAVE ARRIVED AT NEW ISLAND BUT HAVE

NOT BEEN ONSHORE YET.

SCOTT.
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

RECEIVED.
Number WordsOffice of Origin Handed in at Date

1/30 Pebble

To HAMILTON,
STANLEY.

WHALERS ANCHORED IN SHIP HARBOUR NORTH SIDE OF SETTLEMENT HEW ISLAND MOTOR

BOAT JUST COMING ON SHORE WILL RECEIVE DETAILS IN ABOUT 25 MINUTES.

OPR PEBBLE.

Time
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

RECEIVED.
Number WordsOffice of Origin Handed in at Date

1/50 Pebble
To

Hamilton Stanley.

Report from New Island nationality Russian name of factory SIAVA 

captains name SOLIANIK oiltankers name KRHML expected tonight 

whalers No 12345689 and 10 No 5 is going to Stanley 

tomorrow with the Captain.

Operator Pebble.

v9 (V J^r l a/
.... s ^ ft

diix
Time

CX/Z
c/wD w/L



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

Caa^VJ. il'i’j" JO' /✓- fa
SCOTT BEST I8LAHD.To

PLEASE ASK GAFTA1N SOLIMIE TO BRIER ALL PAPERS NECESSARY FOR 
CUSTOMS TO ENTER ALL THE SHIPS AS AT ANY OTHER POST AHD SAY TRUST 
HS WILL BRIER AN INTERPRETER

HAMILTON.

Cv-L*) !5"V. cJy/ A /Li~

QLAJ-^^c U^-^L~X-

Ti me

i



£GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

RECEIVED.

Number Words Handed In atOffice of Origin Date

Pebble Is 30.4.V7Svc

To
Hamilton Stanley

&rom New Island stop Mr Scott suggests that you send a Customs Officer back in whaler 
stop He very much regrets that at present ho is unable to communicate with the Captain 
owing to stormy weather and also says he doesnt consider an interpreter is necessary 
because Captain sx^eaks fairly good English.

Ox>erator Pebble.
A' AL (C- *'

Q
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES/' , , , _
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Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Dote
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From The.., Crown.. .Igent.s. ..for... .the... Oolonia s *

The. Jo.loni.il Secretary,.To

April, 30thDespatched : Time : ^ 0. 00- ldFl

Received . Time : 10.00IZrl1 st

Fay from Note Security Fund .S2f63 'ios to Commodore Voronin Chief of 
Whaler Fleet olava for purchase of provisions.
Ho scow.

From ministry of Fish Industry

CROWN AGjJFTS

Cr. JO.
UH.

/



\

O.S.O. No

7Minute Payer. Sheet No
7

/- ( y^-Vl
Lsi^\H.E.

I saw Captain Solianijfc of the "Slava" tfes/morning. 

He told me they had had quite a successful season but 
hopert to teturn next year and with greater experience to

I did not ask him for precise details of 

At first they were catching 5 or 4 whales a
do even better, 

his catch.
day but utterly 14-1 5.
dell Sea in the area of ££o S.

After that they had tred without
for

the vie nity of the South Orkneys fewt the whales had ffone.
rm , „ "Kreml"
They are returning to Odessa, from whence the tanker/came

and joined them for the purpose of filling "Slava" with
fuel oil and taking in whale oil from the "Slava".

' i

was one ofthereasons why they went to New Isi and: for they 

did not know' what the local conditi ons at Stanley would be 

regarding discharge of oily water from the "Kreml" while 

they were cleaning ofct their tanks prior to filling up 

with whale oil.

They had been mostly in the Wed- 
44-o A t.

and had done best
there. much success in

This

2. Other reasons were stated to be that the Norwegian 

of whom there are a number in the fleet knew of New Island 

as a good harbour for the p%jpose from the da^s of Salvesensj 
and that they did not wish to come in to Stanley where their 

men mighi have caused trouble and where they might have 

had trouble in gettingthem on board again.
'*

3. The crews are said to be mainly Russians but there 

are five Norwegians on each catcher including the gunner.
The leader of the expedition is Nielsen, a Norwegian, whof

worked for Salvesen in former times at New Island. Theyv- - /

called at South Georgia.on the way out to repair 

and said that Major Fleuret the Magistrate had given them 

assistance. They have eventually used up the credit of

saws,

* *

*



£46?. 16. o which the C.A.A. authorised us to advance
them, in buying meat and vegetables from the F.I.C. and

Those from the catcher whichin advances to their men. 
brought Soliaxiik round from New Island have bahaved them
selves here well enough, but had the inevitaole drinking 

bout, where the Norwegians shone as usual.

4. They intend to leave to-might or to-morrow but 

there is talk of their not leaving till Monday. They will
not stav long at New Island after their return there.

% p -u~ /o, 3., S'],
nm oJtL Ma444* 
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SERVICE.TELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

SENT.
DateHanded in atWordsOffice of OriginNumber

5o 5. 47-

To
ULGKKT

SCOTT WW ISLAND

anything further to report regarding Russian whaling fleetHave you 
stop When do they leave.

COLO7 • I, ih iVuOli1ST ARY.

: * (#•

Time

LJ1L
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M
Notes. \

The Russian Whaling Fleet headed "by the Factory ’Slava1 
commenced whaling operations early in Feh. at 40°S lat. 12°vV long.

Her catch is reported to he 5,800 tons Whale Oil which would 
represent about 34>8Q0 brls.

Two Russian G-ovt. Inspectors are carried named as follows:-
Rank.

Engineer.ZVEREV, Dmitriy Ignatievich
Captain.ZARVA, Petr Andreevich

It is understood that 'Slava' was joined by the oil tanker 
'Kreml' about the 23rd or 24th April, 
the whaleboats were unable to come alongside for bunkers, so that 
the whole fleet made for Staten Island; 
unsuitable the fleet then continued up the coast, 
attempt at bunkering the catchers they decided to make for New 
Island.

Due to very heavy weather

the weather again being 
After another

iParticulars of the cargo and the names of the Inspectors
The remainder thewere obtained from Capt. Solianik. 

information was obtained from the Norwegian mate of’Slava 5i Mikal Hansen.
C





SERVICE.TELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT
ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIESFALKLAND

RECEIVED.
DateHanded In atWordsOffice of OriginNumber

6,5*4-709*1525Pebble1
To

Colonial Secretary Stanley.

Reference yours 5th stop have nothing to report at present fleet still here stop 

I am expecting Captain on s&ore shortly.

Scott#

Le /V
y tucA rs

7 *



Urgeht to Manager, F.I.C.
Tt-r lr

a Arriving,Stanley tomorrow morning, please arrange funeral andJ
coffin for our norwegian sailor LuDVIK JOHAxiKSoEN who passed 

away this evening after an accident this .lorning.

f ^

Signed The Captain, S.S. Slava.

I-C- /
A/ L— Mu 

i uf.
/r» Irfifb- /

/l~^~ /~o
yL^ .

--
/m v-»
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SERVICE.GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

RECEIVED.

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in ot Date

10 Pebble 34 09 >15 12.5.L7
To

Col. Sec. Stanley.

The last of the whaling fleet left Nowisland yesterday.

Scot.tpcU' lS~Jtr

Timei
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TELEGRAPH SERVICE.GOVERNMENT

FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES

SENT.
DateHanded in atNumber Office of Origin Words

12. 5* 47*
To

oCOTT :.-i:
/J“c^

Your teXag ai ith . ay th . k yo ui iris ::ccell u>cy v;:lolioc ;e to 

you hi;; uhaalcs an:vj :!ooioti. : . of y - o holy.

v.

Q : *62 s L» . •

oo;,o;:c.m4

Time

r TT -7



1Decode. for i nf o rrna t i on.Repeated to Governor, Gibraltar. it7,TELEGRAM SENT.

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE.

Despatched: 14. 5. 47. Time:
Ho. 266..

Time:Received:16.30
Repeated to Governor Gibraltar.

My telegram Ho. 136 Russian Whaling- Factory SLAVA.*¥8 ^ 0037/Pc.i, ir. 

F. l t> s.fefctv^P Vessel arrived New Island 30th April with 8 catchers and

tanker KRELiL.

Catcher No. 5 with Captain SOLIANIC visited Stanley for fresh

Left nth May for New Island, 

where fleet was bunkered and whale oil taken by tanker.

SLAVA arrived Stanley 8th May with catcher No. 1 #

provisions and was given clearance.

SCLI AN IC2.

and Norwegian Manager SIGURD HILLSEN . They brought with them

for burial body of Norwegian seaman. In view rumours of drunken

orgy on board while SLA'IA was in territorial waters I refused

permission to land body except after inquest. This agreed upon

inquest held with verdict death from misadventure funeral 10th May.
JSLAVA and catcher given clearance and sailed 11th May to meet rest

of fleet at sea and return ODESSA calling Gibraltar, 

j < J understood to be 34*800 barrels.

Catch
Q .

F O*.
f.8.

Your telegram No. 119- Two Russian Government inspectors3-
carried,

Further report follows by air mail due United Kingdom early4.
J une.

GOV ) l C J.

(

CYPHER 93347. AN.

Typed. VP.

\1
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Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Ho. S67.

From ...JIM . the G-oyeraory. 01braditar*

I!is .Ex.eellency.. tbe. ..Go yer.ua XL.To

l6th 29 47 Time: 1 7 • 43 •

*47 Time :

Despatched : I ay

17th 09.00-i:ayReceived :

Your telegram 14th I ay addressed to Colonial office repeated to me/ b
please telegraph cypher used.

GOVERNOR 0E GIBRALTAR.

p.
G.T.C.

LJH. i

A
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Decode.

TELEGRAM.
excellency the ^Governor ?Gibr»altar.

To Hl.s....Sxcellenc^.the g >xer or*

1 .ay 19 47 Time:17thDespatched: 1 3.00

Received : 19 Time :

'| ~) Your telegram. 1 6th ] ay. 

i-essage foilov/3.

Regret error cypher ysed. Recyphered

GOVERNOR 07 THE t.jo: -1 I 3L ED \
VL.

LJII.
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C.S.O. No 9L )
Sheet NoJnsic^Miniite Payer.

r? 5 p.n. 
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3 p.n. to, Secretary of State for the Colonies of 21. 51. 47.
(Similar 3 p.n. sent to Governor, Gibraltar)
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1-2-

'Jielsen knew Hew iolaau harbour, whence toe prcv&iii«d westerly 
wines v/oulc disperse suck oily ’water

t.-..ey dk. not wish, to oj :.e la to fort htanley where tney felt 
their men. .::i.;hb have caused. trouble a.*c- bhe . k -t r*uve 
uiiA.ia.lty in gettkr the..', back .... b^arci,

Xiae crew of fe; catcher beloved quite eoii ia ~ urt Stanley and the 
left for •i.w Isian,. on 4fcA ay, beiny d'-vcn clearance.

0)

(4)

■â «
ves e..

vigours tail been oircuXaiiu . about a orucuu on tao 'h/lav&" on 
■ ay in tin course of which one of the protagonists no been knifed

uoh enquiries us it was

Id.
labour
by another who had been hanged out of hand*
-possible to ViOl-ce die nothin,-, to substantiate 0- ese allegation.-., tagh 
leisen admitted in conversation chat there hau boon a fight onongst tne 
uosians on labour lay in which the ;orv;egi&no were no t involved.

, a Gth ay, captain dollml, tehkkplied the ana nr of the Falk-11.
la. k . 1 alar:d r do...; a££r s -

lease arrang e ft&ierai"Arriving .art tanley tw^orrenv
coffin lor our .. o^edac sailor Iiv..vi. : do/aancsea who parsedan*.

away thin cveivin. af ter an accident this i.-K-mine,

ihe A lava”, noo. panted. by catcr.cs:* -o. 1, duly arrived in '.-. ore
Vhi.. ::v h ve 

la art due

12.
william on 9 th a/ but die. ruk enter t-..c inner texboux.

partly** duo to (4). of paragraph o aboves but it was alsoween
to onaiety about sjavigatiag this large voc .e. in narrow waters.

la view of the runours referred to above with the possibility 
however remote t*J&t a vtulcoh death hua occurred in ocrriwnu- wntci's , 
per.aisai.on to lano. or bury tho body was refused unless the Cai tain agreed 
to aii iciaue t. bills iie die; and after a verdict oi ,; e&th fieo misad

venture” had been returned, the funeral book place on 10th ay.

io-

1 were given clearance aru loft on
’.they li&u lea1 lew I. land

14. the H. lava" am. catcher ho,
Uth _<ay to .,'xt-et t- c r-. .t of the fleet at oea. 
10th - ay.

It- is understood t at they were proceeding to .,uess& via o-ib~ 
da;: tain ..x$:Ua. :.ik said tney intended to return lor 1347/48raltar.

season.

A copy of ini a report is being smt to the Governor, Gibraltar.16.

u
l1-AO

li



a i'. letter fro, juxo ; bart.:!, ssq. , to his excellency
TIE G-uVERI-iOR, DATED 12th September, 1947. (Original filed in D/3/47 

"Renewal, of Whaling Lease 
Cia de ^esca")

88329/1/47

SECRET.

Lear Clifford,

I notice two points in recent papers about the Antarctic which 
be of interest to you:-*

may

(a)

(b) ^he Buenos Aires Chancery reported in Lay last that the
Superintendent Engineer of the ministry of Transport, Ship 
Repairs Division (Foreign) had informed them as follows:-

"We had a visit, by catcher, of the faster of the Russian
He visitedF.F."Slava", previously the "Empire Venture", 

all the land whaling stations (on South Georgia), purchasing 
stores, incidentally taking photographs of station and 
personnel".

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) JUXGN BARTON.



COPY -

This is an unparaphrased version of a Secret cypher 
A (typex) message and the text must first be

parapahrased if it is essential to communicate it 
to persons outside British and United States 
Government Services.

Your letter to Mr, Chadwick dated 5«12«47«

For information.

OUTWARD TELEGRAM FROM COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS
OFFICE,

/\;V; * . CD

Cypher (Typex)

SOUTH AFRICA (H.C.)

(Sent 2*50 a.m. 7th December? 1947)*

TO :

No*393 Secret.

Recent messages from Reuters suggest 
that Soviet whaling fleet has reached Cape Town 
and that (on 2nd December) jBoviet ship "SLAVA II" 
had caught fire in Duncan Deck when on point of 
sailing.

In view of recent developments in 
Falkland Islands Dependencies and of likelihood 
that land whaling stations may shortly be re
opened in that area we should be glad to learn 
whether there were any indications on Russian 
vessels e.g. existence in cargo of such items as 
timber, corrugated iron etc. which could lead to 
supposition that expedition intended to establish 
itself in Antarctic.

a.*' .



COPY •

This is an unparaphrased version of a Secret cypher 
^message and unless it is marked O.T.P. (One Time Pad) 

the text must first be paraphrased if it is essential 
to communicate it to persons outside British and 

United States Government Services).

Cypher (Typex)
4‘" v-«

.(H.C.)FROM: SOUTH AFRICA

COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OF'FTC'E.TO :

D. 4«5 P®rn. 13th December, 1947•
Ro 6,20 p.m. , 13th December, 1947»

No.392 Secret,

25. Your No.393*

Discreet enquiries made by Trade Commissioner 
Capetown have elicited no evidence to justify suspicion 
referred to in your telegram35.

Access to interior of ship was however 
rigorously prohibited and it is therefore possible 
tnat material such as you mentioned may gave been 
stowed below decks.
to careless lighting of boiler oil burners.

Fire appears to have been due

* Russian Ship "Slava II".



V
COPY

NOTE BY HIS MAJESTY'S TRADE COMMISSIONER# CAPE TOTO,

SECRET

ANNEX TO P(U8)3»

With reference to Q^R.O. Telegram of the 
7th December, the fleet consisted“nflTKeTactory ship 
"Slava" and eight catchers "Slava" Nos® 1-7 and 10® 
Each ship had a fair complement of Norwegians in its 
crew and the pretty certain cause of the fire on the 
"Slava 11" was careless lighting of the boiler oil 
burners in a dirty stokehold by drunken Norwegians® 
Flame flashed back from the lighting v/ad and ignited 
oily debris on the plates of the stokehold floor.

As regards the main question in the telegram 
there is really nothing definite that can be 
ascertained®
40-50 tons of timber} but that is not in any way 
an unusual quantity for a factory ship and her 
attendant catchers®

2®

The factory ship itself carried about

If therefore the Russians had 
on board any of the constructional materials 
mentioned, it would have been quite easy to stow them 
away "below deck" to which access was rigorously 
prohibited - even to the Marine Superintendent himself.

3* I checked through the list of stores purchased 
Town and found only one suspicious item,at Cape

namely, 110 lbs® of "bolted door joints", otherwise 
hinges.
certainly not an excessive quantity, for Russia is in 
difficulty about rope fibres and accordingly may have 
instructed the ship to get her necessities here.

There was a fair amount of manila rope, but

W



1

I am afraid that the summary is that there 
was no evidence to justify the suspicion as conveyed 
in the telegram hut there may have been stuff hidden 
away to which no one but the shipfs staff had access.

4.

Initial: C.K.
11th December, 1947*
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From the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

To the Officer Administering the Government of....
<£o November, 1948.

Date

..... Saving.No. PRIORITY SECRET.

Russian Whaling Activities in the

Antarctic.

I enclose, for your information, copies

of signals exchanged by the Commander-in-Chief,

America and West Indies Station and the

Admiralty.

SSCER.

U X d. auL^j&ecJ i\rf kjfuvt

Usd tUsiA.(M

fit iXu***-^ _
kb / s/:



CQi-Y

SIGtUL

^M^Fj]^j^051r6QOZ/^ove mber. 
G‘ rn ?; n*'"';1* ^ 9 JAH")4o\e‘ 5* 11 • 48*

U. JJI 0. 5.^# VV/ J
D.N• I• 2iel'boiJmeN^^ - 
D#N.I. Wellington*
SPARROW 
GLASGOW
S*0. (I) Jamaica

To.
Info.%

/SLAtiQ^

SEQRJSTiaC

From Admiralty (D.N.I)

Tour A.Y/.I. No. 0560 of 27th October, not to Info.
addressees.

SLAVA and 12 whale-catchers left Gibraltar on 50th
October.

Reliably reported that Norwegian whaling experts who 
have been with whaling fleet in previous years have not repetition 
not been embarked this year.

2.

Information not yet available as to what part of 
Antarctic Russian Whaling Fleet is proceeding.
5.

4. In seasons 1945-46 and 1947-48 Russian whale-catchers 
colled at South Georgia. haling Station for assistnace which 
did not appear justified. Believed they carried organised 
intelligence teams which took full advantage of visits and 

l carried out geological survey.

British whaling Industry possess ships, repair base 
equipment, floating docks and stores in South Georgia and 
Antarctic valued at ten million pounas sterling.

5.

051500Z

for D.N.I. (Sxt. 15)
\ D.N.I. (5)



O AKv
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GOi;l'i,_vV. XI, COPY

Office of the Commander-in-Chief,
America and './eat Indies Station, 

Admiralty House,
Bermuda.

27th October, 1S48.

A.r.1* Ho. 0360
Director of Naval Intell. gence
Admiralty.

(Copy to:- Staff Officer Intelligence, 
Jamaica.)

SQVT if AGlTVTfY Id 12X1 ANTARCTIC.

.ith reference to Admiralty lies sage 201554, (Copy 
attached for Staff Officer Intelligence), in view of "SPAIlIUH's" 
and my forthcoming visit to the Antarctic in 'V?Ixi\S&0\!" it as 
requested that any further details be communicated particularly 
with reference to what part of the Antarctic these vessels 
will proceed.

(sgd) William Tennant 
Admiral.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.
COLONIAL SECRETARYFrom

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER SOUTH GEORGIATo

19 49 Time : 1 700Despatched: 17th January

Time :19Received .

SECRET.

Anticipated Russian Whaling Fleet may call South Georgia. Please 

report, in full activities, movements, destination etc. should it 

put in.

$8
COLONIAL SECRETARY

APHER
LcA.

j



32..c -d TDecode.

TELEGRAM RECEIVED.

From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR.

Received: 4.2,49 Time ;1 OOOTime: 1000Despatched: 3.2.49

FIDSP No 21, Secret, Salvesenfcs report they have received a
request from Russians for docking facilities to repair a whale catcher 
” Slav ah11 operating with floating factory ship "Slava” which has
sustained rudder damage,

2. It would have been impossible to deny them the assistance which 
is traditionally given to other whalers irespective of nationality and 
accordingly Salvesen$s have been told to do what they can to help.

3. As you know both in 1946/47 and in 1947/48 Antarctic Whaling 
seasons Russians have sent a whale catcher into South Georgia ostensibly 
for some such purpose as obtaining supplies but also with object of 
acquiring as much information as possible,

4. Doubtless they will again take advantage of visit to acquire 
further information.

5. Grateful therefore if you would arrange for Administrative 
Officer at South Georgia to keep a watch oh"!?ussiar crew in respect of 
whom he should forward a list together with a report on their activities.

3 3**• -<■*.-

SECRETARY OF STATE

i



1>3
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
H.E. THE GOVERNORFrom

ADMINISTRATIVE 0DEICER SOUTH GEORGIATo

19h9 Time : 1 6 00Despatched : 3ra pebruary 

Received . •............... 19 l ime : o # • •• •

Secret. Salveserjs have been given permission to dock 
Russian whale catcher "Slavab" operating with floating factory 
ship "Slava"

2. It is supposed that Russians will exploit this opportunity 
for acquiring information about South Georgia and Dependencies 
affairs generally.

3. Please arrange to have as close (though unobtrusive) a
of catcher and forward me a nominal rollwatch as possible on crew 

together with report on activities while at South Georgia.

^ CYPHERi
GOVERNOR

021525

fZluu~J. L 4 if-YIV



3H-Decode.
TELEGRAM.q No

From The Colonial 5ecret.ary.

To The. Administrative...Officer South Georgia.

Despatched : 13 th 19 49 Time: 10.45*April

Received: 19 . . Time :
■

33■

His Excellency’s Secret telegram 3rd February.No. 39- Havy;
\ —■-iimaMWW^iafeill ..............irmtT-

you any information ?.:

i
:
\

COLONIAL SECRETARY.!

G. T. C.
UH.

5

:

1



0163. 5Decode.
TELEGRAM.4

No. 3027

From ..The.Administrative Officer.,. South Georgia.

To The Colonial Secretary*

14 th 19 49 Time: 16.30.

15 th 19 49 Time: 09-30.

Despatched : Apr il

Received . April

No. 67. Your telegram No. 39* Vessel did not call South Georgia 

and have no information but it is believed fleet has left whaling

ground.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER.

G. T. C.
LJH.

j


