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T+ This is the pericd of =winter and tie shortest davs.Tt sould
sgem thet the firat hwurs of day are devoted to feeline or it

may ke tho condition ¢f the tide.l saw secarcsly e dry senl,

and almost all on the rock were close ‘o ‘e watar, shviounly just
comz ashere,Trers wea some ceming 2nd soing in vrocress , MNet reing
the treedine secaon thare is little %o tie timee animels to i
rock.There was no sugpesticn of panie,in fact T Yeve not hefore
gecn Tur-sesls so uncongerned ng tlese woare , frem Llvae ohacryntinm
it is safe to prosume Liat tler Teve net Yean molastisd,

£, TPoszinhly these animels rengs for in t¥e non-tredine portion

of tye vesr in 9szazrch of feed and rov he sheent, Tor lene

- nC?'ﬁ"“"’ ry §Aan

periods, this ja known to ke ke gmas zith ;
O, The semi-slhing ~orefmegeloursd femals wnz on tle rack,
10, I+ was not posnible to land tlere,ss Lk=re was noc one lsFt

on heoard to lower or pull 2 boat 211 keinge omploved nabnrs with the

cun, Prokekly mosd of Lhe zeals would hye 1=t ' rock on the
approach of 3 bost and no med rurvose would 'eve rasulted othar
tYe sheoting of the five Sea-lions czen."his nupber ara scezcely
orth trouhlin;,ﬁn abaolute ealm prevailed,s mest unusunl

condition 2t this ocazanic rock,

T am,
Sir.,

Vour obedjent szervant,
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fovernment, Hetyureliat A fMing
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o8, June 1072,

Rir.

Fellowing vour inatructiona, T 1o Tteplegin 77 Yieaurns

b

en Al niohy of 174w June to dait 472 Turosesl roanlery
F‘lnr\-m‘n‘_- ‘T_m-.ﬁ;n ]'u-]rsn'!‘

£ T vow fin atbrid v recard an Lhia rackary baresfih,

. The trip was favoursed Yiroushout witk exssilsnt sen weater

Ltere was conniderakla rain and epld,but no ~ind,

.4‘ t‘r!___‘. ,'Z:r'r"':vn--':l L T B ":f!]_,'gl‘h_{_i {\h “_’:sﬂ: }’ -f'-."r",_.;- } no-n;"}‘-fq\|1:g

pravailed ,and al) jteme wore landed Phile this was beine dopn

£ b mlav

T erdesvoursd fo survey Yhe Pockery from tre =nd o

= . &
3 o

e ™ rock inmrited Y Lhv FPur-aseals is n

=
3
A
)
=
F ‘,
et
3

from the mein islamdl Nothine really zatlsfactory can he aee
at this dizstance even with oood clasnzs, T™wn larm "noda® o
sead oscupied the hresding end (NP} of the rock, thers arpearsd
ko ke soge hundreds in esgh,and their pomitlon was ich up,

T ceuld aee pone:in the wabter,

€, M 1) amoon the'17 th fdftor 2 party Yad hean landed from
Fleurus to asaist in oun eerrying,ond consisting of the arew of
tht vesnel) wa mailed davn te Lie vesk and rertly ronnd §t,

Frem $9e hrides T tad an exasllent view af Ve =hela roek ot
close rence. As we atasmed very slorly slone T meds sovaral counis
of rrens Swine to thp mmber af myllien,snd oller irresilaritiag
very ménv senls are shocured from A1 fferent aneleaof viaw,

Trom Llpue counts T eatimste Liat there 5:: not, lsan tian 1500
fpogenl cn the rask,and Llers wasg A srevtar nueher in the water,
! %py sennerveiive entirmte is 3070 sas] tiwn er, nein Lie water
2 tdn raokary.
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Nraervations on the

Fur-seal stock of t¥e Falkland Islends
estimated from the pups counted 1924/5
On t}e besis that the known pups of the Fur-seal x hy
3,16 gives tie stock including the pups(Priniloff Isd Rarort,
U.S.A)the following estimate is arrived at:-
Jason Isd
2¢/1/2¢ 3.000 pups ccunted
Volunteer Rks
2/2/2¢ A7 vups counted,but rmny tskent to
tte water with mothers
Totel pups counted 3,047 sives the stock at, OF2R
From similar,but more extensive counte in 1924/5 P154 geal
was the estirete arrived at.This ~ives an increase of 1/94
geals in ons year.The counting ¢f the pups was conducted by
the Master and crew of F.M,C .8, Afterslov in bhoth seasons,
Pird Island,and the Meuctenas were not visited in 1025/F
so that wint se;ls were thers,are not teken inte account in
the present estimzte. /
I visited the Jeson Rookery in June 192f, This is mid-
winter when most of the seals would be expected to have assured
& pelagic form of life, and ghandoned the rock,still there was
a population ebout the rock in th® neiskourhood of 3.0MN genl,
From ths ahove it is evident tlat the steonk is increasine
in & satizfactory manner.
L

A Dovarnment YMaturalist
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With reference to Jir John Middleton's
cespateh Ho., 74 of the ist of July, 1925, I nave
the honour to subnit the following revort on tie
condition of the Fur Sesl herde for the breeding
season 1925-1926.

2, A viglt ¢f ingpection wss paid to
Elenhant Jason Istand by H.i.C.S. "Aftersliow’ on
the 26th of January znd a count made then by the
Magter zind erew of that vessel guve a total of
A0C0 puns; this is &@n ilnerease of over 1000 on
tiie pups counted in Jenuery 192

3. Cn tne 2nd of Fevruapry & londing wes
made from the "Afterglow™ on Volunteer Rocks, butl
unfortunstely conditions were unfavourabvle, whd
the tiester in nis report stotes tioal many oups
took to the water with tneir mothers beofore any
cstimate of their nunbers could be made, bub thcl

in his opinion there wes & great increase since

the previous sedson, Actually, 47 pups were coununaid,

and 19 vranded.
was teken to brand 47 pups.

4. ird Izsland snd Beesuchene Island wers

o

T HORCURABLE ot/

!,._ ;Iﬁc L.}q- JIY}ERY_. Pu Co B irﬂ. .!’,c »

v 8. r :'(1-I ELTQ
\BORETARY OF qmame- e - rin GULONIES,

AL Elephsnt Jason, the oonortunityf |



not visited during 1925-1926,

5. In my telegran of the 20th of #aly, 1
inforned wvou that until suech time as the “Aftorgloy”
was in & position t0 resume her patrol duties, 1
had considered it advisable to re-establish a gue
on tlephsnt Juson, to protect the rookery against
poaciuers. The presence in locel waters at that p
ticular time of a nunber of allen gehoonsrs madr
this precautionary measurs verv necessiry. :

6. The despatch of the suard to Jason ff,

by tihe s.s. “"Fleurus” in June afforded an oppﬁm
Aands, o

for vhe ascting Govermont Haturalist to pay ;Q
| I3 Tp

visit to tne Fur Seal Rookery there. 1 st
copy of a report by ir. A. G, Deinett

& copy of a memorandum submitted W
nighing his observations on tae ¥

the Fulkland Islends based on UiF

counted dnuring the last breedine

=
1 have ine honour
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Q18 1917 f.34 0,10
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plus 184 =aated & Iried
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p 10004 - " ;
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i h| ' g e G ﬂ
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