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.rl!7IPCRT Oil A VISIT TO TIE S.JAL rqoKB

mmmra poift.
a.

.-i t 8.15 a#«i# on til:; Iftn of Pohruary I loft Stanley for 

Voxunwer l oint in ilia sailing out ter ''Indiana" 8-Jr tons

carryin; capacity, 

at the time which i 11

'.iiu;re va.j Xi;;:;.t arcsac front the Fast

my i ll;of o th ir '■'« u ■ .;e paused the

" o;v:rup f ce­llar ro .73 o f Sta/.l «■• T ^ * h ^ 0 .
• ' u* ■ • .1. •.

. •> i
• 'A lJ *J!s ■ Couth• •■- * V .• '

and rapidly booted into ;te, • ■. t, 0. y* *?v On *,U: •• d 1 y i A 

ti.mf- v‘t'r ■*

off Volunteer Point 0. dot tit

the
Horth East 3 *in? 13 fcfo* 

V/g came tn three p.m.
and anchored off th • 

distance is only about thirteen mile;:. 

li;;ht thc.t the o.mer

■k v.if 1 si& of it in :■ f- dtei.r,* The

hut tV

an i hi0 co • 10 miion. 

3v/oeps for a considerable
foro3d to r..0 3 the/ere

Aa 30on as the cutter v?as ano.no.ro ’ the flat bottomed 

sco./ ahich servos for a dinghy to the "Indiana 

the side nun re 

rock nearest the shore.

There u/.in a 

brorikin ; on most part

ms put ever

to yards tee -lest hock,ro ;;o-: tlm t 1 : the

•wnll of consider; hie hal.'vh.t ryrainy and 

the rock as roll as . ight.•r*5 c x aero ;is
tna apace i)ei./a ;n th: reel: and tbc > •„ a:-3.--.A

^.rca.. Wuii:}] ■/' a ; -
•f’n feu side 

'the Sot.f ) th:vr: is an irregular 

tl'- r.«in rock and it is 

the intr.rvrming space is

ro.s of 1©./ sharp rocks lyin'.; off

necessary to i©s3 inside

covered .vitii kelp.

the land >

Since the c /nor of the cutter 

t;ie known loading place we had to choose a 

a.vail was net breaking 

trough of the waves when a foothold

wan not acquainted

-Pct .vilera tho

tco heavily and to jump ashore

uncovered.

*om(i ^ist.uncc out in order 

S'^mll came in.

i tb

in tho
A .ui. -rii

repe had oven attached to the kelp 

to haul tho boat off when the

Ih.-i./idiatoly



*

Immediately after landing it v/ao noeccoary to acrtfjflbln

up the rock to avoid the next wave am then to walk along a

sharp and. broken riuje on to the main body of the reel:,

The surface of the Volunteer Recks in extremely 

x’ou ;h and broke,* up eioept in the wester 

-here thoro in little tussock ;uv tlv crevices are filled up 

by a critty sub at mac v/hicn w. ms to 'be largely couponed of 

oner a ,:mt of eOM bic" , 

affeared by seal.-, hut i.-j ocov 

Bee re rfby1 s yv.ll ,

j

end of the first rock

t.3: •-i* •
.! J to be

■; y C'* 1 •; •e c f m > ;; s :i j ide.

V i in the :cl end that the shelter4 ,4
... k.

erected by seal r-.; c-f .Co'/..::: y .-r, }/: uj.ti t ’ Tt in tri-

ang&lor ia elevation cm about si... f:?t • * V. iny about

e iyh t f on t lo n-; ad r.i j. ,; id /, r~" m f nion bson covered

v/itb chine of young ce lions, but ri; liv'd or■ i 6 ":o

There ./cr- n:.;.y volic. of tb- former c.ceup&nts 

including v. runty rifle -■■■•Ur- &?:;< brought a /ay for the 

Ral i ;1 an<1 I • >1.:t*• id ■ j J u; .• eu r,

blown away.

A small ecu lien had crept into 

thin place to die ?s mu proved by i;v. find in * of tho bones, 

Oinmi there acre no seal .J, tblo pert of the rook 1

walked toward f ar nonvard end and ...t once found number./, of

saa lion:. ofail aye3. TV5/: rocoyniw :1 laming nl.-cc which was 

r.-i’ll boulders -uid ran actually 

cue/ ar untrnt that j t. uoemed likely

easily feurd is a beach o ■r

covered with uca. lions tr.

that they /M-ld bvv,- scrim*sly infc/r#er'dd . :h a land lay on

account of euoh a largo ntvr.bcr of r rushiny about in a

srrall area of water in their efforts to pi t to sea.

The landing RLaca is on the south eido of the rock and 

It in perhaps fifty yards across and tha 

It had been cono^idc-d by a 

part cf the rook as we cam© up fron the south jest.

Or* the north side of tho rock at about the same level 

*a long narrow gulch runs in from the east, th rock on tho

R.t

almost landlocked, 

entrance looks to the south east*

outer

i



- . ~ •
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outer/ide of it rising to the height of the main rock,

this ofctor wall there were about 20 fur seal hulls,

% very different demeanour from that of the bull 

aeals on Lag .slephunt J&eon rookeryt being uneasy at 

approach and frequently moving off when -3 jure some distance 

a./ay, although many would stand until we vere .vithin 20 yards.

Kav in 3 photographed so., a of thw 1 proceeded further 

tov/ards the point of the rock,

Prom the south side of the rock near the recognised landing 

place I v;aa able to sue a great number of fur seal on what 

turned out to bo a separate rock altogether.

On the

They
e/.ibito.

o ur

In order to

reach thorn it was necessary to cross a narro.. cleft about 

d\, foot .aide each s.do of which v/as composed of rather alipuery 

Tlie nea v/an rushing through the cleft the whole time 

but as each swell cane in the water rose nearly to the level of 

the torai of the crack.

towards tho place whore tho fur seal were, 

was a pa sago about 10 or If ft. wide between

stone.

This place was orc seed and 1 turned

to find that there
but fortunately

a projection ran out from the rock on which i/e now wore towards

tho other and was nearly mojj by one from tbx other side. Here 

again the swell ■iKva coming in and the leap was only expose 

tho bottom of each b/oXI,

at

But by watching for this and by 

followin' the water down it was possible to cress. After

climbing over a fo ridges of ruck I was. close to the seals and 

see chat bo tU bulls and cows were present and while 

watching then a nuii.ber of the 3^:ui cluck pups bloating with

was abl . t<

fear began to olirb out of the crevice in front of me and a fov; 

minutes later J saw another collection of the little arenatureo. 

There vae a bull on a minute beach where there wore two pupa

and. i/han v.o ■-.. vc ackod h:; roared and molded about but 

up Ida mind whether
seemed -to

be unable tc make
U etay by the pupa or

from ! bout 
a noi3o and the bull then

go into the water. After loMcing at each other 

12 x u. distance one o the men made

moved towards the water and v/c left him.



/

‘••G re turned by the same route as ;;o had used and found 

^r;;L -./a:,that the a lit LI. difficult from the outside,

Cn arriving a , the hut I xv.ade ;:x tos an^ than, rant ever to
/

loo.- ut the hut, af ter which we went "bade tc the cutter.

v there were indications that a breo^o was

Oo< -L-Ct' t .; uovvu vaa.icn oven tually increased in strength so 

that the run i ..uj . a ••; . rtt c.iand In. thirds of
the time of the cutv/ard ; . *

‘The vrhei-. fcj •- tec Vn r , a; • t- ;
conditica/. ;:crc ::v ?*:■ •’;.• - •• t •Mv: ■ .rticu?. xrl v

u ’ficuit.- - /

But it wan only by nhra/* good f< cl n ft t l> bv n’vi '. ; • ec uld b e
accomplished no gulch . e.lnoo !•• 

Fallclan&s and .vi Lb,
that cv theil.lC. I■

tfc . n'.c ;nn:i ..v. ,
■' '■ 1 ins•-.J.

bo ate vessels which ere the only ' -• • 5 bJ •: . Whim o places
as the seal haunt:- ;; hi ; • ii-y be com#s3L~-A,

led to abandon rn ex-vodih; -.r or tli', t it ?ill t he LiV':
enorrrouoly in oncooe of the t <i;*t i-V V

•rw» n/utflly- c.o b

2tx lo 01 .1 1 tic . m.h as
the weal favour thew: * 1 f\ . V 

».i • • • ;u rr:..on bis anchor-
ago, and ono is if ••••exor . . > A

U . . r —a/ d-pendent on .. e chance of a 

to ah places as ,/ell an for

)

favourable wind for

even aopro acb in <* them.

So fay the :e; u o n the Volunteer heck* cc no-; rand
the re- from a

the 3.4th of February, 

but 'Morales

*?oug! count %M ■ ■■■:■: y h;/.v: estimate, 500 on 

e ” fu j . //era bulls . 

on.ir.al /; re re .a.r present. The 

1 could. 00 no sign 

tc be mixed up 

That the.- harems ere dioerganisud i x c-./rtainl

A very l *: •. /

!• ivrtur epups, an5

herd tc. lutv,-. brol::m up by thit-

of a "hvroi?. orjrniaatJLcn" al.i ;;ta ;ec o .emod

tope flier.

0u.;.vested by th : timidity of tho bull,,. Tha aninal;; cf tdat 

'7er<3 obstinately fierce •..•hen I visited tlv; J 

the. /aiddlo of Decem ber ,1919, in t.he 2::djht cf th.-.

The bull.c at tide tiiro

sex
noTi rookery in 

Ur* non.

ye a,r .-joeir- to nave a tendency to 5coop

bra /id i sy

of t/u-

to the//.solve 3.

I ua :.;uct that if any license is issued for the Volunteers it 

should not be for a greater number than 50 skins.
(Sgd) J. Ifciic llamilt.cn.
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flut Fubrunry, iefO.

Sir,
I ua aireote-u by - the Auxiiinistrator to 

return to you be re.; i th your aro.f i report 

on your visit of inspection to trie Fur 

Seal Rookeries on Volunteer Rocks.

A copy of the report xus been forenr-ca 

to tne Sucre 1-. ry Of State.

± : s(oi ,

Sir,

Your oboe.iexit servant,

(i 1 :to C0.O.’.‘..l^O )
for Colonial Secret.-

J. ..... Hamilton, Fscj.,

S t i pc na 1... ry .i - g 131 xv. te,

if.... l’~*y) feet -v •

l

; a
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