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■

13th March, 1945*

No. B 7.

fl

Light House, 
please?

The Honourable Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley.

The only suitable site is in the vicinity of Pembroke 
Can the necessary ground be leased to Admiralty,

Office of
The Naval Officer-in-Oharge, 

Falklands.

Commander 7”-EN\ 
Naval Officer-in-Charge

I have been instructed to make arrangements for 
the erection of an Ionospheric Measurement Station. This 
Station, which will be manned by naval personnel during 
hostilities but eventually by a civilian staff, will be maintained 
permanently.

The working of this Station requires that for
60 seconds every hour a VHF wave is transmitted .towards the heavy­
side layer. This wave will interfere with all broadcast receivers 
within7miles of the Station, but the time for this transmission 
will be so arranged as not to cause an interference on news broadcasts. 
Initial testing of the apparatus will necessitate continuous trans­
mitting over a period but this could be done between midnight and 
7 a.m.
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MINUTE.

'?”> ’• T’ 
* , ■. . i

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

£o.v co Icmg it 16

i

CoXmial socretoi^.

No.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

From T'uo .'JocrcteWa
To MO iiuvul QffieSXMtaK2XM^^»

19 ***»

i’lta rM’eroac© to your Minute B 7 of tiio 13th Mie 
seeUencp ms directed that the .\fcsiaalty 8»y hav© the use oS the neocasafc 

land at Oopo ^ciforoS© rest fi’cc for few erection of an ionospheric -Tt-Atlon!

2. a teleisbcno m^eswlon feora tha l.iabtiiouB© sill h© inatalloa 
Covorwaont w^niae ca the ^aderstnsuia^ that yeti cea asug^ly
the neoeseoiv ir^tzwBat.

‘Uife JUQOj,

COgJZ to U & for1 iul’.
K ’* iJ^tbouee Kocexm? " ”

3® '?ijo . .lahthouB© 11. ovised ani eperoted Tzdaity Houa®« Ths 
Govcmaont iitia ao obSeatian to fei© eeectlca <sS a Dorbea fence ©nd 1 
unaewtand that Ms1. . wle ia willing to cveet it on oontvaot for you. 
Mou will no rloubt e^remjj© thio tiifei Mm disoct*



36SM. 3/89

S. 1 LOb.

0
Codress/Plaindress

TO:
N.O.I.C. FALKLAND ISLANDS (a) C.in C A.W. 1.

The Hat ional -Physical Laboratory are no at considering a programme 5 •

Islands manned by experimental
duties with nieteoroloigical requirements locally. 15

2.
20

operating officially, (b) The latest possible., date that .N.Staff_can 25

arrive and take over before Type 2/4.9 has to close down under instructions
30

in A.M. 051534- JUNE,

35

40271151 A JULY. 

45

I P/L Code or CypherSystem

. For use in 
Signal

Department 
only

I4'n7e ;
A cross :

Originators Instructions: 
(Indication of Priority, 
Intercept Group, etc.)

for taking over charge of Type; 249 Ionosphere Measuring Station in the Falkland
10

Date

/

ri. & S. Ld. 51,3325.

NAVAL MESSAGE.

No. of
Groups:

FROM:
FILIALLY.

officers and other staff who may ;also combine

A (fk
---- “—Z(pA

i
Operator ' P.O.O.W. i

I

Request information therefore of (a) any major stores requirements 
for Type 2^9 that TT.P.L. Staff should bring v/ith them to keep the Station

V1S0) Wt, <IT117D<’.G92

Time of
Receipt | Despatch

December, t>,
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Horaaber 16 th, 1%6.

■^zzczzzz^zzzz' 5’.' i;--r;;:..a; z-z .a ~t.

3

good road about 490 yards fnxa the edge

:

The/ J
[

.:r. iz iith-Hose,
■ a die- .-. iesco :zch i5 ta tian 
.'ntekot.

It is presumed that sqeg form of automatic starting gear can ce 
attached to the engines as .ell as to the radio equix:ent so that the proposed 
staff of 1 H.O, and 2 A.2.0.’s will not be rucjtdred to work ni$it duties.

production:
-zis report is intended to suLz.crisc the existing conditions with 

repj d to Mito and Hcjuip^ont, ftaff, Accomodation and Coruscations and also deals 
wit' the problem to be faced in erecting the station oxi a net? site near the town.

The stipule, t loi-i laid dovn by .d .iralty, before the present station was 
eaunVLiahcd ■r.s that th© apparatus should be at .least 7 miles from the Haval /T 
»>tatian. -he site actually chosen is ./• miles freu Stanley and vexy slight 
intex^ferenoe ins occurred on liijh yjowerod receivers in J&c town. Xt is olc.'.r 
therefore, that both tho >l.;lral\.y and the Colonial C^exwent will require 
categorical assurances that no interference whitever will occur when the new 
station is erected on the proposed site at the Het. ffice. It is presuxaed hint 
the powerful Haval ./? tmraaitters Thioh are within five miles of the new site, 

■’Till not compromise the Ionospheric records.

I eteorologlcal Office,
Stanley,
FaIkland Islands,

The Expcrii.:cntai Officer in charge will no doubt ba capable of 
ma Inta isiing diesel on;.#»D and the Electrical and Telepppphic .Peyartment are 
trilling to help with major repairs. The Havel z/v staff will be unable to 
assist except in njoving the diesels to the new site.

Tlxs local ,-owor station is able to supply J kilowatts for use at the 
now station but it is pointed out that neither voltage not frequency are steady 
and it is t!ie opinion of the present c/C, Ionospheric station that the existing 
diesels must still <>e used to provide the steady 50n current mrjuired. lliose 
diesels (.'.usten Homcby, fjp volts, 59n, b.625 kw) ax’e toz^/ reliable and the 
^lectrioal and Telegraph Pepartaent Mve offered to help with axv mjor overhauls 
which r:’^y be necessar^z, provided tliat the Ionospheric staff can oax*ry out 
routine iraintairxmoe.

*' • bite and hqui.-r^t.
The pre--.ent site is ne?5-r Capo . -^ibroke lighthouse and no 

doubt details of this are already in the possession of the HPL. The station is 
nor? being dismantled under zl irally instructions, ovdng to the imjx^ssibility of 
replacing a defective trrinsfo;.^or. It is presutaed that the '.C i, were contacted 
a'ixrut the rcpiaoaijent of tbii-j part and tint they are therefore conversant with 
the fact that the station has ceased to operate. H.O.I.C., ’alklands has 
instructed tmt nil the . irclcss equip.-ent be dini^ntled nnd placed in the Haval 
.-••tore .ryot. -?ie diesels, which are housed in a gorage, aro to l-e further 
v??:itoctof by tarpaulins and t..*e rwats uro to be unstopped and stored, because the 
rl -wrinf•' ia unsafe.

The proposed ne*.; site is on a good road about 4'90 yards frcca the edge 
of the town close zo Hie . ct. Jffice and about 2 miles frera the .’/T Control ■ a?-: •. 
flic ublio orks Itepartmcnt udli be able to provide the labour, materials and 
transport to i .ove the bld station and to erect ary new buildings which i^ay be 
required: tho ufficei’-in-vhix’ge, -’aval /T station lias offered to provide skilled 
direction during the r.ovcmmt and installation of the diesels other equixr.iont.

I’;e present /c, Ionospheric Station is capable of »daintn:lning both the ./T 
and dicfiC'l equipfxsnt but tlie Haval :/T staff have hitherto assisted with niajor 
engine repairs. atehes arc kept by four coder ratings throu,^hout the 24 hours 
since neither the diesel not the radio equipiaent is autcriatio.



The routine light transport would be unnecessary on the proposed new
site.

' i

The new site would be close to the Met. office and therefore it would 
be easy for the two stations to help each other: this would clearly be impossible 
if the old site is persevered with.

is very difficult to obtain.
i’ooia ■( full board or with use of kitchen, etc.) for the married A.B.O.

(J. A?. A/ru>^s
Meteorological Officer.

3* Accommodation.
The present accommodation is in a large bungalow - a sketch of 

which is appended.
The housing situation in Stanley is almost as acute as in the U.K. 

No Government houses are available and both hotel and boarding house accomodation 
It may be possible to find a bedroom and sitting 

, provided 
that the Meteorological Officer has ample time to make the necessary arrangements. 
It is highly unlikely that the other officers would find quarters with a private 
sitting room and very few houses have bathrooms or indoor ’7.0. *8. Under these 
circumstances it may be necessary to utilise the existing quarters at the present 
site. This bungalow could be rebuilt on the new site and adapted to provide 3 
large bed-sitting rooms (possibly 3 separate bedrooms and sitting rooms) in 
addition to the V.O., bathroom, mess room, kitchen already in the original plan. 
Arranged in this way the accommodation should be quite comfortable for 3 single 
men. The site being close to town, it would be comparatively easy to find a 
cook and maid and it would be possible to use the town services of v;ater, electric­
ity and sanitation.

5. Conclusion.
It is requested that the Meteorological Officer be informed whether 

any action should be taken with regard to the new site prior to the arrival of 
the I£?L staff. In particular it is important to have an early decision, before 
arrival of the staff, regarding the accommodation required and it will be 
necessary to arrange through the volonial Office for the opening of an imprest 
account with the Colonial Government to cover the cost of new building, payment 
of NPL staff, etc.

Bo routine transport can be provided by the Navy or by the %veranent 
and it would therefore be necessary to have a jeep and a 15 cwt. truck if the old 
site is retained; both vehicles would require a M-^heel drive. The P.h-.D. can 
provide heavy transport when necessary.


