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EXCERPTS FROM M.P. C/5/34. IMS IDE MIKUTE SHEETS 14 0K7/ARB,l/:r
H.G .S .

Will you please ask D.P.W. in consultation with 
Inspector of Stock to prepare plans and estimates for 
clearing and fencing in the points for tussac®

!

i
|,-ty (Itld) H.H.H.

10/3/35.
1
I ’ Director of Public Works•J

To Note H,E*s minute above, 
(Itld) M.C.II. 

12/3/35.
i

Hon, Col, Sec®
With reference to His Excellency’s minute of 

the 10th March,1935, with regard to tussac ground, can 
I please be informed

’

(a) Which points it is proposed to clear and
f fence ?

(b) Is there any information as to when the 
Stock Inspector is likely to be in Stanley, as I under- 

| stand that he is at present on the West Ealklands ?

(Sgd) G. Roberts,
D.P.W.

12/3/35.

v!
■

;

Y/E.
Submitted, Y/ith reference to D.P.W’s minute above

(1) Points to be prepared should be the first 
having suitable ground for tussac, commencing 
from Surf Bay round the coast of the Common,

(2) The Stock Inspector is due back in April 
after certain sheep imported from Patagonia have 
been cleared from quarantine.

(Itld) M.C.H. 13/3/35.

Subsequent Paper.

i
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H.C.S.

(1) Yes.

D.P.W, can proceed without seeing 
Stock Inspector if there is no doubt about the point 
referred to being the most suitable, I believe the 
S,I. has already given you his opinion on this.

(2)

(Itld) H.H.H.
13/3/35.
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Hon. Col. Sec.,

I have to-day visited the tussao plantations, 

tussao plants in all four plantations are maicing

Supervision is carried out daily.

The

excellent progress.

by the Common Hanger.

/> 4ir^^rZAjfr-

°tocic Inspector. 
5/1 ;/o5.
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p) MINUTE.No.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

19 3529th . .'arch,

To
From Director of Public forks

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: tanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

PLANTIN'! OF TUoCnC ,j;TD OTHER CRASHES.

i beg to report that in accordance with His 

Excellency’s request 1 have inspected and carried 

out a rough survey of the HDuth coast from the
(Ikstern extremity of Stanley Harbour) 

to fillet Creek with a vie-" to selecting suitable 

places for the planting of tussac and other grasses, 

i fear that i am unable to give expert advice 

on the suitability" of the ground, and tussac planting, 

not having had any previous experience of this
I trust, however, that the information 

given may be found of some value in deciding the 

amount of work to be carried out, and jjr:lake the 

following observations for consideration.
2. i am of opinion that the chief reason why our 

tussac plantations have not flourished is -that when 

putting in the tussac sets only a small spit of 

ground has been taken out and the commo 

weeds have quickly grown up to the plant and choked 

it retarding its growth or killing it. In any new 

planting i would suggest that at least a patch 2 ft x 2 ft 

should, be removed for each set, and that every

'Can a che

trroe of work.

grasses and

opportunity be taken to plant on a hummock instead of in 

the low ground. The plants should not be less than 

8 feet apart, and as many fibres as possible should be 

retained, on the young plants or shoots when collecting 

for transplanting. mhe ror?- should be out



4

by contract or at piecework rates with a .maximum
v/eek;amount fixed that shall be raid per man each 

in this connection it has been the custom in the 

Public ;'orks department to fix any contract or 

piecework earnings at
i mould suggest that the work might be 

supervised by the 'took department, 

inspector no doubt has a good knowledge of this 

class of work; also I have no mtside officer

rA 0. 0. per v/eer..
3.

fhe Pt )ck

available who can be put on this work. Payments 

could be made and every assistance given by the 

Public 'orb's department office sta
4. i attach particulars of the suggested 

places to be planted, together with 3 sketches.

JL 1 .

Director of Public Porks.

i
i

i
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[ ..roroxirnateiv o acres in allI. ”C/-[-TACHEtl P..P DP OK.
This paddock wns planted with tussac some 7 years 

' uite half of it has been killed, 

is stunted and gradually being choked with weeds and
These grasses etc. are very thick and 

matted and it is verv questionable whether this area 

is worth replanting.
The estimated cost of cleaning and replanting

d. per square yard would be 

i suggest that this area is not worth

The remaindera wo.

common grasses.

half of this area 0 •).'W

..181. 10. 0.
cultivating.

,..ooroxinately 21 acres;.2. H001TTKM BOUT.
Tussac bogs are too close and the whole Point

Sets can be obtained from this Pointis overcrowded.
for transplanting at the proposed new sites.
This Point has recently been on fire and the large

Beyond resting and 

thinning out no further work is recommended.
bogs are stunted in consequence.

OF H00KER1S POINT ALMS COAST.n V jnon 
. V \ li'-. O .P/.DOO 1, ■o.

An area of approximately 19 acres of this
-eckoning paddock to be 

yards in length and an average of GO yards
oaddock is under tussac.
1,20f
back from the beach bearing tussac the remainder
of the ground appears unsuitable. 1 have seen this
19 acres breast high but at the present time it is

the tussac in placessuffering from overstocking; 

is overcrowded and requires thinning. Sets can be
obtained from the last end of this paddock for 

replanting at other sites. ome of the tussac is being 

choked with weeds and i think a certain amount of
This areahoeing and cleaning would be beneficial.

it would be difficult to putalso requires resting.



■

(4).

this wort out by contract, and 1 would suggest
that it be carried out lrr daywork spending say ^21. 0. 0
on the work.
The fence requires a number of new posts and
minor repairs. Estimated cost for this

materials Labour... 7. 10. 0.
re. io. 10.»

Total estimate. - 10. 0

A T Z' PADDOCK south of old V 'IT-TLECS STATION.— •

Approximately 12 acres planted with sand and 

murrain grass, which is doing well and shows promise. 

Paddock requires resting. io work needed.

5. kw-L ITknkIT S Ink OF "kkLETS STaTlOiJ ATk
■ | vygm
i Ij \ . Tm rnUTn Rr*-:r~ • . Ui-J:LVU •

i 1 acres of this paddock at the last 

end could be planted with tussac to advantage. 

Estimated cost d 26 per acre

.n area of JL g

- 9 0.

6. BIG ROOKERY POIJMT.
Approximately 5.; acres of apparently good tussac 

ground. This has evidently been a tussac point, it is 

covered with old upstanding bogs overgrown with diddle-dee 

bush, weed and short grass. I suggest that this land be 

enclosed ndth a cattle-proof fence, the diddle-dee be 

burnt out, tops of bogs cut off and tussac sets 

obtained from Hooker’s Point and planted about 8 ft. apart.
Estimate.

2 s. d
3. 0. 0.Burning.

Planting 50 acres v 26.... 300.0. 0. 
1,100 yds fencing i I/4d.. 73.6. 8. 
darting to site. 5.J. 0. 2381. 6. 8.



i 7. ..’.‘I ILL IP rG POINT. t.,rea approximately C acres,.
Good tussac ground. At present it is covered 

with short grass. :uggest that patches of 2 ft. square 

he dug out for each root and sets planted 8 feet apart. 

Drain pond, area about one acre, at the nrth end of 

point and plant tussac or other grass seed in same.
Fence at the North side of pond from beach to beach.

Estimate.
s. u

l> si6. per acre.... 36. 0. 0.
oo

Plant 6 acres 
300 yds fencing including

crates I/4d....'..........
Cartage for fencing....................
Drain pond by cutting trench to 

sea ' ......................

■Va
20. 0.

2. 0. 0.
- •

4.iJ. 0. ^62. 10.0.

8. phot land pour pqsd mo tulldt chtfx.
i .rea approximately 124 acres;.

This consists of good tussac ground, much of
At present this 

area is useless for grazing as it is practically covered
At one snot the sand 

has encroached to the extent of approximately 3 acres. 

jl suggest that the land be enclosed with a. cattle-proof 

fence, the majority of the diddle-dee be burnt out, 

and tussac sets planted, the area where the sand is. 

encroaching be planted with sand grass, and the
some lO in all, be drained

which has borne tussac many years ago.

;ith did.dlsd.ee and small ponds.

majority of the ponds
and planted with vrass seed.

Dstierte.
», s d
8. 0. 0.burning diddle-dee.

Drain as many ponds as is 
possible for

Plaint 120 acres with tussac, 
sand grass and grass seed 
... say k.6.10. 0 her acre.

1,500 yards run fencing 
A I/4d. per yard run.

Transport of fencing.
Transport and erection of hut 

for workmen.

50. 0. 0.

780. 0. 0.
100. 0. 0.

5. 0. 0.
lO. 0. 0. 53. o. 0



1&

; j. - V Y.

(See sketches attached).

joprox.
new
acreage.

ni "7
... —i •bati:As num­

bered on 
sketches

Hescrintion.
; Titerialsj.Labour. 

s. d j
Total.
s. d. s. d.

Canache,! oaddock.? ? Ii .
I

I2. ■Hooker’s Point.
'
i

Paddock ,'est of 
Hooker’s Point along 
the coast.

r2.
o

I 27. 0. 0.7. ■| o n34.10. \ I-nprovea

iLapfre paddock South 
of old V//T station.

- 0

I

i

Small pad doc1’ ' outli 
station,

u
a

’ rnof old 
near the beach.. i-• y. o. o.y. o. o.! la

■

Big Pookery Point, i381. 6. 8.j 50.56. P.0.!32b.6. 0.6. 1

i
6.47.P.O.i0. 15.10.'.Phillip's Point. 62.10.7.

■

Prom sake point pond 
to Pullet 3reek. i

8. I
873.0.SOT 0.0. liiO.953.

1,281.6.8.1 177 aC. 8 .|| i59 .0 .0.i ,44 I >
v/ .

acres.ii 8.i3.4.‘Jontinrencies. 9 . i 3.4 J i l.OvOi
I

Y ZLaa
o^/-L 3 - *-• ■ ■ •Total. , 160 1,290.0.0.r\ .0.o

Ji
1450.sti-mte....Total • • •

Pot more than II to ik men could be economically 

employed, and it is estimated that there is work 

for 38-39 weeks on the items suggested.

i
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C.S. 108/35.No. MINUTE.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

19 35*10th April,

To The Honourable
From Inspector of Stock,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,STANLEY.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I beg to report that on the 8th April,1934, I inspected 

the areas proposed for tussac planting, and have to submit the 

following observations

I agree with the Director of Public Works that this 
Paddock is not worth replanting. The few bogs 
remaining are suitable for replanting in other 
areas.

Canache.

Resting is essential. Thousands of plants could 
be removed with benefit to this Plantation.

Hooker 1s 
Point.

Paddock 
West of
HookerTs

I agree entirely with D.P.vV*s remarks.

Pointe

I recommend the planting of the whole of this
area.

Paddock 
South of 
old '7/T Stn

Quite a good site for Tussac. I recommend that the 
point be fenced off, bogs and diddle-dee removed 
and used as a shelter along the fence. I do not 
agree with

Big Rookery
Point o

the^ ^burning of any plot.

Good tussac ground. It is myc>opinion, however, 
that beach fences could not withstand the surf, 
If this method were employed I think trouble 
would ensue as a result of the ingress of 
straying cattle.

Phillip1s
Point.

only
The coast line/of this area tfs suitable for tussac. 
I do not think tussac would do well on diddle-dee

Lake Point 
to Mu11eT 
Creek. land, but the area is ideal for grass. It would 

however, be necessary to remove all traces of 
diddle-dee and plough the land before planting.

I am of the opinion that better results in the perform­

ance of this work would be obtained if payment were made for

daywork as against contract or piecework.

ft. ft);
i Inspector of Stock./>yW~f
C 'i-'r'

I
//

■ f:.0- f
r •-





108/35.

35.24th April*

Sir*

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter dated the 18th April, 1985* offering to supply 

tussac plants and to inform you that you should apply to 

the inspector of Stock who is supervising the work of 

tussac planting•

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant*

Colonial Secretary.

Hr. R# Grant. 
ST AHLHY 6



n
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MINUTE.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

r • i—

19 • L54 lUi&eu

k

To
T5iv >tor of ?ul lie ToFrom 3

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,St.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

’■no — -

.1- XI

Then visitin the tuSsac planting at Big Ropkery 

Point His Bxcellencv the Governor expressed wish
font he informed of the financial losition of the0 0

in hand, also h; t revenue oould he expected 

from u"lantation 1; ter in.

v or

: -rr discussed the
JL A. . "lo-Ter, --’nd submit the Toll o' inrr
j U:. j

f ifru: • • 1 • - -

1 1 3! ti te f or TO - Tioo’mr T -7
-L ■

• rZ O r ‘ c . O ■ a • r\

.•.mount p'-en’c to 3th mm , i. r\

corr to rft - P7 n
O J‘- > i P 0C

roximately two-thirds completed.
’’one” ■ v ilahle >n special 
of

ip rrent
after cure C^/ •>. cV~ 5 < . o■ ■ 3

The excess on the estimate is cue to theo

folio- inr l* r p on s: -
la). fiddle-dee’ bogs heinr cut off. The estimate allowed for burning only.
It Buildinr ■ v'± along 

ogs which have been cut off. 
in' estimate f or this.

line of wire fencing with 
Pithing allowed

/ •

ic). dork carried out by damvori 
estimate allowed for" oiecewor’'

The above was foreseen and are dealt

helabour. 
labour.

i • i

with in Ton. 

of lot’n aril,
3. rith regard to revenue to be derived from tire 

olantation, Mr. Bonner anticipates that in 4 years

Colonial Secretary’s observationr

time
it, will be possible to suoolv r;tanlev with tussac,

)



r
find that there will he no need to obtain tussfic
from the island?. He cannot rive -o -• rnv o,

to look into toe natter on dhnortijnltv
1 L

but o r1 cruise-
s.rose.

director of Public Works.

• v.

.



r
MINUTE.No.

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

14th June , 1935

To
From iix.Q.GtOT of Public Works ,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY.Stanley „

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Preparation and Planting 
of Tussac Reserves „

1 beg to submit Tor approval a further Special Warrant for £500 

under XXI - P .W .1 - ( l6) „
Expenditure under S A" -3/35 will be completed this week end.

Director of public Works .



No. MINUTE.
(It is requested

tluit, in any refer­
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date 
be quoted.)

19 3?2nth October,
may

From
PiK....Dir ector of. £ub 1 ic..W o r ]<s.,i&,mx to

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, Stanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I beg to submit for approval a special warrant 

for £300 under XXI. (l6) ‘'Preparation and planting of

Tussac Reserves"« This amount is considered sufficient

to last until the end of the year, expenditure

under the special war ant No. 21 for £500 will be

exhausted in week ending 3Oth October, IQ35.

Director of public Works.



r *

No. MINUTE.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

13th November.., i£5.

•£*-.. From.
-AWw- .. To

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Hon; Colonial Secretary,
The work on the tussac plantations at 

Rookery Bay and Hookers Point will be completed to-day.
The Stock Inspector is on duty in the 

camp and the chargeman is enquiring as to what work 

is to be carried out, 

to you about draining the bad places on the common.
In the absence of the -took Inspector 

are there any instructions I can give the chargeman, please, 

the gang consists of ten rnen and the chargehand.

I believe Mr Bonner has spoken

/

Director of Public Works'.



OF NOTICE SENT TO MEN ENCAGED ON TuSSAC RESERVES- '

Public ,'orks Department, 

Stanley.
10th November, 1935.

»

To ..

_Ls the work on the tussac plantations has 

been completed you are informed that your services 

Tot he required after 4.30 n.m. on 

Tednesdny the 20th November
1 an to say that the Sealing Company 

require men for renewed sealing operations.

there will
191 5 .

(Sgdi. C.Roberts, 
rector of Public /orka.15 i

v
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•108/35.

21 ot April, 37.

Sir,
I am directed to acknov/lodge your letter of the 

19th instant, with reference to the utilisation of the 

tussack grown in the new plantations for feeding 

Government horses Belonging to the Agricultural Department.
It will ho fully appreciated that the purchase 

of fodder from outside sources while it lo procurable 

from the plantations in charge of the Agricultural 
Department would be an unjustifiable and unfair charge 

on public funds unless there is good reason to the 

contrary.
in order to supplement the supplies available for the 

owners (including the Government) of stock in Stanley# 

his . excellency considers that owners of dairy cattle 

should have preference during winter when tussack cannot 
be obtained from the islands, over all others and the 

Agricultural Adviser’s atte. tion will 7ae drawn to this 

claim in order that he may make the requisite allowance 

to meet demands as far as resources permit when occasion

2.

A ntntionc of tucsacl: have been established

"f\ “
occurs.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

Mr. *F» YcAtasney,
Hon. Secretary,

Falkland Islands lieforra League, 
ST/aiLYY.
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% MINUTE.No.

(It is requested 
* that, in any refer­

ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

>19 37

V, 'oro i ruble,ToFrom

• Colonial e-*re :.v,■cultural ^dv
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103/35.

2nd Juno, 37.

Sir,
I an directed to aeluiov/ledgo the receipt of 

your letter of the 24th of hay, 1937, on the 

subject of tussae plantations and to inform you 

that His Excellency has been advised that the 

cutting of tussac referred to in paragraph 2 of 

your letter already shows beneficial rather than
harmful results to the plantation#

‘ ith reference to tlie purchase of tussac 

for Government stock from outside sources, I 

would refer you to paragraph 2 of my letter of the
The question of Cutters

2#

21st of April, 1937* 

being laid up and men unemployed as a result 

would not appear to arise as the Government is 

unaware of any Cutter having been laid up except
through bad weather#

I am to add that his Excellency is at a 

loss to understand in what manner you reconcile 

paragraphs 2 and 6 of your letter each of which 

would appear to contradict the other#
I am,

•*»
p.

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Hr# . • J# hcAtasncy,
Honorary Secretary,

Falkland Islands deform League,
3EAZJLI3Y#

for Colonial Secretary
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108/35•

21st June, 37.

Sir,

I am directed by the Anting Governor to 

acknowledge the receipt or your letter of the 16th 

instant, and to draw your attention to paragraph 

2 of my letter of the 21st April, 1937, and to 

infbm you that in the event of tussae not being 

procurable from other sources owners of animals 

may purchase tussae from the Agricultural Deportment 

at cl:: ponce per bundle delivered.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

for Colonial Secretary.

Mr. J. McAtasney,
Honorary secretary,

Falkland islands Reform League,
STANLEY.

1


