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Hon. Gol. Secretary,

As stated, previously the tussac seed was

not ripe when despatched to Mr. H. F« “Roberts in

October of last year.

Arrangements will be made to collect a

quantity of the seed when it is ripe and for packages 

to be despatched to professor Roberts & Sir Arthur

Hill.

Upon receipt of the packing moss and just

prior to despatch a quantity of under-ground rhizomes 

will be collected, packed and handed to your Office 

for despatch in accordance with the instructions 

contained in your Minute of 31/3/36.

OUhS
3. I.

28/4/36.
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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
BUENOS AIRES.

19th. July 1929.

%

5 2 6JUL.1929 jfzSir, v /

I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy 

of a letter from Mr. H.F.Roberts, Assistant Professor 

of Botany at the University of Manitoba, in which he 

states his desire to obtain a quantity of tussock 

grass seed which is a native of the Magellan region, 

the Falkland Islands and South Cieorgia Island.

I have requested H. M. Consul at Magallanes and 

my Vice-Consul at San Julian to endeavour to obtain 

a quantity of the seed and forward it direct to Mr. 
Roberts.

As Mr. Roberts, however, desires to obtain seed 

from the Colonies under four Excellency's governorship 

i venture to forward a copy of Mr. Roberts' letter 

for any action Your Excellency may wish to take.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Excellency's most obedient,
humble Servant,

ijJLWM-4
. M's Consul General.

His Excellency,
The Governor of the Falkland Islands,

Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands.

*AEY/AJC
• *V
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p UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA, 
Winnipeg, Canada.

(partment of Botany. June 12th. 1929.

British Consul General, 
Buenos Aires.
Argentine.
Dear Sir,

The writer would beg; to ask if it would be possible 
your office to kindly put the following request in 
hands of some proper department of the government 

of Argentina, presumably the Department of Agriculture.
1 desire to obtain from Lower Patagonia, seea of the 
grass known.in English as "Tussock Grass" (Poa flabellata 
Rook.J, native to the Magellan region, the Falkland Is. 
and South Georgia island. Some four years ago, I 
succeeded in obtaining seeds from the Falkland Is., and 
have been increasing the grass, and testing it with 
reference to its endurance of the climate here. I find 
that the species is completely winter-hardy in an exposed 
plot near Winnipeg, and that it is a tender and luxuriant 
grass, starting very early in the spring, being some 5-6 
inches high before there is a sign of green on the native 
prairies. It appears to be some two weeks earlier than th 
native grasses,'and it is the writer's opinion that 
Tussock Grass will form a valuable addition to agriculture 
in western Canada, especially as a pasture grass for 
dairy cattle. 1 am how, therefore, endeavouring to 
obtain seed of the species from as many. different places 
as possible within its native habitat, in order to be . 
able to get the variations within the species. I find m 
the plot that I have, that there are several very inter
esting variations. It would appear, there!ore, that unaei 
cultivation, the grass is plainly susceptible to 
improvement by six selection^of special strains.^ Any 
assistance that your office may be able and willing to 
render with regard to the above will be exceedingly 
appreciated. I should also like to request the Spanish 
and the native Indian names for the species, if obtainable
iisinhe+.£ase of Indian names, kindly request the tribe U nS the name, and oblige.

for
the

JVery’truly yours,
(sgd.)H.F. Roberts .

Ass't Professor of Botany.
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GCVlSTRdSKT HOUSE,

STANLEY.

23rd August, 1929.FALKLAND I IL'I-rOS.

i: 0. 413/29.

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 

of your despatch of the 19th of July, 1929, enclosing 

a cow of a letter from hr. H. F. Roberts, Assistant 

Professor of Botany at the University of Manitoba, 
in which he r-enuests that a quantity of tussock 

grass seed should be sent to him from the Falkland 

Islands and South Georgia.
'he best season for the collection of the 

seed in this region is at the end of September or 

the beginning of October and I have given instruct
ions for compliance with hr. Roberts' request at 

that time.

2.

I have the honour to be, 
Sir,

Your most obedient 
humble servant,

ARNOLD HODSON.

i!

ITALIC MAJESTY’S CONSUL GENERAL, 
BUENOS AIRES.

(i



no. 415/29* MINUTE.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date 
be quoted).

1929.23rd August,
may

From T„ Tile iviagistrate,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, SOUTH GEORGIA.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I an directed by the Governor to inform you that a 

request has been received from Mr. H. F. Roberts, Assistant 

Professor of Botany at the University of Manitoba, for a 

quantity of tussock grass seed from South Georgia.
His Excellency will be glad if you will comply2.

with Mr. Roberts' wish, sending him direct a small package
Please inform me whenof the seed of about 2 or 3 lb. 

this has been clone.
It is understood that the best season for the 

collection of this seed is about the end of September and 

the beginning of October.

3.

Acting Colonial Secretary.



/'.v

413/29.

28th August, 29.

Sir,
I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 1st of July, 1929, enclos
ing a report by Professor H. F. Roberts of the University 

of kanitoba on the result of the tussock grass seed from 

the Falkland Islands sent tc Canada sane years ago.
2. His Excellency is very glad the seed is doing 

so well in Canada and will be interested to learn from
time to time the outcome of the experiments being made 

in growing the plant in its new surroundings.
Pith regard to the request for a further supply 

I am to say that Professor Roberts has 

already approached the British Consul General at Buenos 

Aires in the same connection and that steps are being
I am to enclose for your

3.

of the seed,

taken to meet his wishes, 

information copies of the correspondence that has 

passed on the sub.iect.
Tiie seeds of Carragana and Cupresus macrocarpa 

which you have been so good as to send were received
His Excellency has asked me to thank you for 

your kindness in sending these seeds.
I am,

4.

safely.

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

4 r
’ * r

Acting Colonial Secretary.
;/

The Director,
Royal Botanic Gardens, 

HEW, SURREY.



ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,All communications should be 
addressed to

KEW, SURREY.
The Director

1st Jui", or_u

oir,

Yoa 'ray -a interested to see the enclosed 
letter that I have received fro:.; the Assistant Professor 
of Botany, University of Manitoba, ?innlp3g, Canada with 
relation to the con si,an'rent of Tussock q ra s s seed which 
was very kindly sent by you to Kerr some few years ago for 
transmission to Canada. r

It i o very interest inn to learn that the seeds 
n inated and that the plants heve grown so well, Shoul

■ & able to send a further consij ent of seed, os
Professor Roberts requests, I shall be very ~1 ad to 
forward it to him on receiving the seed from the Falkland 

You 111 see that in my renin, a copy of which 
I Lav a sug rested, th at the y shoo 1 d at terrmt to

riant s.

Islands.
I enclose,
raj ■ 'd ■ fr■ ; he ir C .9

i 71 th referen ce to your 1 att er which I re ceived
la fev/ days ago asking for seeds of Carragana and 
Cupresus macro carp a, I hope to be able to send you these 
in the course of a few days.

>

t ^AjbLrb I am9 S ir,

Yo ur o be d i en t 3? rv ant,

Tv/1

His Excellency 
The Governor,

Fal k lend Island .



OOP Y.

U ni v 3 r si 1y of Man ito ba, 
annipeg, Canada*

Juno 11th, 192G *
Director,Dr. Arthur W. Hill, 

Royal Botan - 3 G r 3ns, 
Kew, Surrey,
England 0

Dear Sir,

You '73re kinr5 enough a feyears ago to obtain for the 
undersirned, seed of Pou flab-311 wo a Hook - Tussock Grass - from 
the Falkland Islands, through the kind instrumentality of the 
Governor of the Islands* Plants were grown from the seed thus 
sent, and we now have a flourishinr plot of considerable size, 
which has proved entirely T.-jnter-hardy for the oast three .inters, 
grc’ving in an e xpo 3er^and entire 1 y unprote cte d 1 o0at 1 on * 
iv ss is 3xce / ir £ irly, oi.,- sc 3 six inches high before 
there is a sign of green on the native prairies, 
tender rrass when younr, of a rich dark green colour, like Poa 
pratensis, and it is the Triter* 3 opinion that the species is 
exceedingly desirable for introduction into western Canada as a

I am therefore

The

It is a very

j pasture grass to replace the native grasses.
■\riting to ask if it might be possible to obtain from the 

l! Falk lands a fo v pounds or so of the seed, for distribution to 
lour experimental station., and to a few of the more enterprising 
:> seed firms .ho make a business of growing their own seed. We 
jivfculd net be able, of course, to so to any expense in the matter, 
but if the government of the Faiklands could afford the courtesy 
:of obtaining for-us a few pounds of the seed - or any reasonably 
'•practical amount - it would probably be of the greatest value to 
^Canadian agriculture. That at least, is the outlook at .present. 
Any assistance that can be rendered would he most exceedingly 
appreciated*

Ve r v trul 7 yo ur s

(<*gd. ) H. F. ROBERTS.
Ass1 t. rrofessor of Botany.

(
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/GO? Y.

Royal Botanic Gardens* 
Kew, Surrey.

29 th Jiune, 192S.

Dear Sir,

June 11th and for*rrour letter ofMany thanks for 
your postcard of Juno 12 th correct ins: ths name of the 
Tussc ck ' ra.:3 .

am very ylad to hear that you have raised so 
good a plot from the seeds you received from the Falkland 
Islands, and also to learn that this prase is quite hardy 
with you. It seems from -hat vou say that it has a 
6i s ti nct f u tire in 3 st o rn Ca nada c

T

I am writing to the Governor of the Falkland 
Islands asking him ./hether he can send you some more seed, 
hut it may be a somewhat difficult matter to get a good 
supply and of course you quite realise that it will be some 
time before a supply can reach you.

I hope you will make an attemot to save seeds 
fr*om your own plot and so propagate the species directly 
in Canada as I think you are likely to have more success 
in this './ay owiny to the f■■■reat difficulty of getting seed 
from the Falkland Islands.

Yours very truly,

(^£d.) ARTHUR W. HILL..

Profs ssor H . F. Robert s,
De p a rt me n t of Bo tan y, 

University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg,

Gar:''.
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9 FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Memo.

From ^ i-'agistrate, South, georgia*Departmental Number.

Q C'-y • yi • 14.7.V .rQ.

l r c:i: Jolonial yy9.ret£ry3 
Port Stanley.

Date. 5b31 Septmb.e.£.,....1.9.29. To a j.

v.

Reference
Numbers. 1

1
I beg go acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

oh the hard August v/ith reference to a supply of 'Pussac 

3-ra . ... . ... for arded re Mr H.F. Roberts oh Manitoba,

to inform you that at present there is too much 

Georgia and the time for seeding of the 

ra s at Island is about March, I will JH

the seeding time to collect a quantity of h 

at the same time I v/ill inform

Hans La, . lc

snow at Joutl

endeavour at

is an forw$ r(. thsi l, 

this is done.

/?

__—

Ag hagistrate.
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communications should be ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,
addressed to

KEW, SURREY.The Director

8th October, 19 29.

Sir,

I hav e to a ckno i-v ledge with be s t thank s t he 

receipt of your letters ko. 465/26 of 17th August and 

No. 413/29 of 28th August which I have read with

interest.

I am very lad to have a further report on 

the condition of the trees and shrubs planted in Stanley 

and nope in due course to hear how the seeds which you 

received on January '16th of this year have germinated 

.ifith regard to the tussock grass, I am very 

glad to hear that steps are being taken to meet the 

wishes of Professor Roberts of the University of

. //

Man i to ba.

I am, oir,

Y o x r o be d ien t 6e rv an t,

ihe Acting Colonial Secretary, 
Colonial Secretary's office, 

Stanley,
Falkland Islands.



413/29.

3rd January, 30.

Sir,
rdfrarence to your letter of the 8th of 

October, 1929, anti to previous correspondence on the 

subject of the supply of tussock grass seed to 

Professor Roberts of the University of Manitoba, I 

am directed by the Governor to inform you that a 

quantity of tussock grass seed has nor been collected 

on the Jast Falkland and is being forwarded to you 

for transmission to Professor Roberts by the s.s. 

"Bogota” leaving this port on or about the 8th of
January.

1 am to say that his Excellency will be glad 

to learn from, time to time the outcome of the experi-
2,

ra&ats being made in growing the grass.

I am ,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

acting Colonial Secretary.

THE DIRECTOR,
ROYAL BOTaN.JS flURDSNS,

Kid, SURREY.
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Colonial Secretary's Office, 

STANLEY.
8th January, 1930.

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Professor IT, F. Roberts.
To the Government of the Falkland Islands,

Services of Launch 1'Penguin 
for one day.

Collecting seed.

* i
o.£5. 0.

10. 0.

£5. 10. 0.
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413/29.

30.8th January.

Sir,
With reference to your letter to the British 

Consul General at Buenos Aires, 

sent to the Governor of this Colony,
a copy ox which was 

I am 1 irected by 

His Excellency to info an you that in compliance with 

your request a package of tussac seed is being despatch
ed to you by the mail leaving here on the 10th of
January.

I enclose an account of the expenses, incurred 

in this connection amounting to £5. 10/- which sum I 

arc- to request you will be so good as to pay to the 

Grown Agents for the Colonies, 4 hillbank, Westminster 

on behalf of this Government.
I as to say that the only locality from which 

this seed could be obtained was from an island in Port 

William and that the cost of its collection was on that 

account high.

2.

3.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
A

Ag. Col onial Se eretary.

Professor H. F. Roberts, 
Department of Botany,

University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg,

CANADA.



a

4-13/29.

3th January, 30.

Gentlemen,
I am directed by the Governor to inform you 

that nr. K. F. Roberts, Professor of Botany, University 

of Manitoba, Winnipeg has been requested to pay to you
in respect of a package of tussac 

seed supplied to him by the "aturalist Department of 

this Government.

the sum of £5. 10/-

I era to request that this sum when received 

may be credited to the Colony's General Account.
2.

I am,
Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
—». (

•V. .lyV~rv-1 •(?
^ i/

Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Crown Agents for the Colonies, 
4, Lillbahk, V/es trains ter, 

LONDON, S.Y. 1.



iiD
All communications should be 

addressed to
ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,

KEW, SURREY.Ti-ie Director

28th Pebruary, 1930#

Sir,

In further reply o . our letter !To. 413/2S 

dated 23th August, 1929, I have to acknowledge with 

best thanks the consignment of serf of Tussock grass, 

foa flabellata which you have so kindly nt . .

I am distr: i:uting so:ae of this to Canada

and ./here I hope it may proveand to the .Vest of -Sco •-1
O -L

successful.

I a,i, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

The Acting Colonial Secretary, 
Coloniai Secretary’s Office 

Stanley,
F a 1 k 1 a no. I s 1 aii d s .

4 *; / 3 fac-o.it1 YV



UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA
WINNIPEG, CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
A. H. REGINALD BULLER, PROFESSOR 
HERBERT F. ROBERTS, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
CHARLES W. LOWE, Lecturer

19th March, 1930#

The Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley,

Falkland Islands, 
Via Montevideo,

hear Sir,-

Your favour of January 8th, 1930, ho. 413-29 
I beg to say that I am very greatly surprised# 

In my letter to H#B.M Consul-General at Buenos Aires,
12th June, 1929, a copy of which is enclosed herewith, 1 
made no reference to any collection of Tussock grass seed 
being made in the Falkland Islands, in fact, I specially 
mentioned in my letter the fact that I already had a packet 
of seed from the Falklands from which a plot was now growing# 
What I did request Was some assistance with regard to obtain
ing seed from the Magellan region#
obtaining any further seed from the Falklandsf but simply 
desired, if possible, further seeds from other localities 
to which the grass was native©
at Buenos Aires voluntarily wrote to the Falklands, as per 
his letter, copy of which is also enclosed, was not at my 
request, I cannot see why the collection of seed in that 
locality should be at my responsibility, since I made no 
request with reference to seed from the Fallclands# 
therefore, do no see that the expense bill enclosed with your 
letter should be charged to my account#
been presented to me in advance 1 should have been obliged 
to negative it in view of the expense which isrtmite too 
much for either the Department of Botany here, H 
have undertaken#

is received#
of

I did not have in mind

The fact that H.B.M# Consul

I

If the matter had

r myself, tp

I trust that this will make the matter clear 
that at no time did the undersigned request the collection 
referred to#
June,1929 to the British Consul-General at Buenos Aires and 
of his reply thereto of the 18th July,1929#

I duly enclose copies of my letter of 12th

Kegretting exceedingly the circumstances^which 
i trust you will not desire to make embarrassing.in view of 
the facts as stated, I beg to remain,

Yours very truly,

hfr/mh Assistant Professor of Botany



t
COPY.

June 12th, 1929#

British Consul-General, 
Buenos Ayres, 

Argentina.

Dear Sir:-
'lhe writer would beg to ask if it would be possible for your 

office to kindly put the following request in the hands of some 
proper department of the government of Argentina, presumably in the 
Department of Agriculture. I desire to obtain from lower Patagonia 
seed of the greaa known in English as MTussock Grass” (Pofn flabellata, 
Hook.), native to the Magellan region, the Falkland Is® and South 
Georgia Island, 
from the Falkland Is
it with reference to its endurance of the climate here.

Some four years ago I succeeded in obtaining 3eeds
and have been increasing the grass, and testing

I find that
©,

the species is completely winter-hardy in an exposed plot near 
innipeg, and that it is a tender and luxuriant grass, starting very 

early in thr ►spring, being some 5 -6 inches high before there is a sign 
of green upon the native prairie3. 
earlier than the native grasses, and it is the writer's opinion that 
the Tussock grass will form a valuable addition to agriculture in Western 
Canada, especially as a pasture grass for dairy cattle© 
therefore, endeavouring to obtain seed of the species from as many 
different places as possible within its native habitat, in order to be 
able to get the variations within the species.
1 have, that there are several very interesting variations, 
appear therefore, that under cultivation, the grass is plainly susceptible 
to improvement by selection of special strains.
your office may be able and willing to render with regard to the above, 
will be exceedingly appreciated.
Spanish and the native Indian names for the species, if obtainable.
In the case of Indian names, kindly request the tribe using the name, 
and oblige.

It appears to be some two weeks

I am now,

I find, in the plot that 
It would

Any assistance that

I should also like to request the

Very truly yours,

Assistant Professor of Botany.

r
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COP Y .

British Consulate-General,

Buenos Air£s,

13th July, 1929

Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 12th June, 
which I have read with interest, I regret to have to inform 
you that tussock grass seed of the kind you require is 
not available in Buenos Aire'S*

I have, therefore, passed a copy of your letter 
to His Majesty’s Consul at Magellanes and to my Vice- 
Consul at San Julian* as well as to the Governor of 
the Falkland Islands, and 1 have no doubt that in due 
course you will receive a communication from these 
officials®

I am,

Sit,

'lour obedient Servant •

Sgd) H. ¥• Wilson,

H.M’s Consul General

iH.F.Roberts,Esquire,
Assistant Professor of Botany, 

University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg,

Canada,

AEY/H
*
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ALL COMMUNICATIONS

TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE

CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES.

THE FOLLOWING REFERENCE AND THE

4. MILLBANK,
WESTMINSTER,

LONDON, S.W.1.

DATE OF THIS LETTER BEING QUOTED.

P All SC. Falk. Is. 1 .
TELEGRAMS: CROWN. LONDON.

TELEPHONE: 7730 VICTORIA.

8th May 1 930.

Sir,

With reference to your letter No.^13/29 of 

the 8th January 1930, stating that Mr. H.P.Roberts, 

Professor of Botany, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, 

had been requested to pay to us the sum of £5-')0.0.

in respect of a package of tussac seed supplied by

the Naturalist Department, Falkland Islands, I have

the honour to enclose, for you information, a copy21.4.30.
and of a communication which we have received from himEnclosures

the subject.on

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

FOP CPOWN AGENTS.

The Colonial Secretary,

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

s ahr
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No. 413/28 o MINUTE.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
he quoted).

Magistrate,From To.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, South Georgia.

Stanley, Falkland Islands. 1
With reference to your memo No. 151/30, I am directed by the 

Governor to thank you for the trouble you have taken in the matter 

of the collection of the tussao grass seed which was received 

safely by the s.s0 ?Fleurus*o
n

Colonial Secretary.1



ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,

KEW, SURREY.
All communications should be addressed to 

The Director, 9th July, 1935.
quoting the following number :—

2/?. I ./2.

Sir,

I "beg to refer again to the 
matter of seed of the Falkland Islands 
Tussock Grass, Poa flahellata, of which 
His Excellency the Governor sent us a supply 
of seed in 1929 for transmission to Prof.
Ho F. Roberts, Professor of Botany in the 
University of Manitoba.

Professor Roberts is very 
anxious to obtain a fresh supply of Tussock 
Grass seed and I shall be very glad if you 
can arrange for a supply, which I suggest 
should be transmitted to him direct, 
requested Professor Roberts to send you a 
Thermos Flask in which the seed may be 
despatched, in order that it may arrive in 
Canada in a good viable condition, 
very difficult for seeds of any plants to 
cross the equator in safety unless placed in 
a Thermos Flask? which prevents their getting 
unduly heated on the voyage.

I have

It is

I shall be extremely grateful, 
therefore, if you will be so kind as to have 
some seeds collected and sent over to Prof. 
Roberts when you receive the Flask from him.
For your guidance I may refer to the number 
413/29 and letters dated August 23 and 28, 1929.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,His Excellency 
the Governor, 

Government House, 
STANLEY, Falkland Is. ------DIRECTOR.
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413/29*

13th September, 35.

Sir

ith reference to your letter 2/3?. I*/2 of the 

9th July, 1935, I an directed by the Governor to inform 

you that the Tussacn Grass Seeds required will be 

collected next November•
I a ■ to add that the Thermos Flaax mentioned

in your letter has not yet beer* received.

I am,

;Ur,

your obedient servant,

*/r\J olonial Secretary.

A.;V. Hill, ?3q.,
Royal Botanic Gardens, 

Kew,
Surrey.



413/29 o

l3t November, 35.

Sir,
I am directed to inform you that. In response to a 

request made by Mr. A.YJ. Iiill of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 

Kev/, a thermos flask containing Tussac seed is being 

forwarded direct to you by the mall scheduled to leave 

here on or about the 23rd instant.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

H.F. Roberts, Esq.,
Assistant Professor of Botany, 

University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg,

CANADA •

i
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413/29«

1st November, 35*

Sir,

With reference to my letter of even number dated 

the 13th September, 1935, I am directed to inform you that 

the thermos flask referred to therein has now been received.
It has been filled with tussoc seed in accordance with
your instructions, and is being sent to Canada direct, by 

the mail leaving here on or about the 23rd instant. 

Professor Roberts has been advised of its despatch.

I an,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

A.W. Ilill, Esq.,
Royal Botanic Gardens, 

KEW,



UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA
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Winnipeg. Canada
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413/39.

Sth November, 55 #

sir,
I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter dated the 19th of August, 1955, 
and to refer you to ay letter dated the 1st instant, 

informing you that a thermos flask containing tussoe 

seed has been sent to you direct#

(jU^

I ora,
sir j

Your obedient servant,
j/lA C^L

Colonial Secretory.

H.F. Roberts, ssq.,
Assistant Professor of Botany, 

University of Manitoba, 
r/innipeg,

CANADA.
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ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,

KEW, SURREY.
All communications should be addressed to 

The Director, 
quoting the following number :—

5th November, 1935.

'<&( ■■ . ° s
2/F.I ./2.

& : '

%

Sir,

I have to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter no.413/29 of September 18th 
in which you kindly tell me that His Excellency 
the Governor is arranging to have the Tussack 
Grass seeds collected for Professor Roberts of 
Manitoba this November.
Thermos Flask for the seeds has reached you.
At the time you wrote your letter it was, of 
course, not possible for it to have arrived from 
Canada, but I hope everything v/ill be in order 
for the despatch of the seeds, as I feel sure 
they would reach Canada quite safely by this 
method.

I hope that by now the

As I am writing, I should like to 
enquire how the trees and shrubs are doing that 
were planted round about Port Stanley some years 
ago, with the idea of testing the possibility of 
growing trees in the Falkland Islands. We sent 
you some seeds of Caragana arborescens and 
Cupressus macrocarpa_in August 1929 and I received 
a short report on the forestry experiments together 
with a letter from the Acting Colonial Secretary 
(no.465/26 of 28th August, 1929) acknowledging the 
receipt of these seeds. Since then I have heard 
nothing about the progress of the experiments and 
I shall be glad to know how the trees may be 
growing - both those recently sent and those which 
formed part of the original consignments of many 
years ago.

If/

The Colonial Secretary, 
STANLEY,

Falkland Islands.



4

If there is any chance of the 
experiments succeeding, I shall he pleased to 
send out some further material should it he 
so desiredo

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

DIRECTOR.
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415/29.

23tli December, 35.

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

your letter 2/F.I./2 of the 5th of November, 1935, 
end to refer you to my letter of the 1st of November, 
1955, regarding the tussoc seed forwarded to Professor
hoborts.

,1th regard .to the seed of trees, I have to 

Inform you that those of caragana arborescens proved 

unsuccessful and in this connection I would refer you 

,o my letter ho 3.47 of the 8th of .larch last, 

of cupressus macrooarpa have flourished but only in a

As stated in the letter ab >ve

£.

Those

sheltered position, 

referred to it would appear* that conditions in this 

Colony are unsuited to the growing of trees.

Xaam,
sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

A.W. Iiill, lilsq.,
Royal Botanic Gardens,

Kew,
Surrey.
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ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,

KEW, SURREY.

All communications should be addressed to

The Director,

quoting the following number :— ' v / ■

■ ms2/P.I ./2.
<.

The Director of the Royal Botanic

Gardens, Kew, presents his compliments to

the Colonial Secretary, Falkland Islands,

and begs to acknowledge with thanks the 

receipt of his letter no.413/29 of 1st

November, 1935, in which he informs the

Director that a thermos flask containing

tussoc seed was to be despatched to Prof.

Roberts in Canada on November 23rd.

The Director is extremely grateful

for all the trouble that the Colonial

Secretary has taken in this matter.

4th December, 1935.
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UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

, *

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY
Winnipeg, Canada

18th December, 1935*
Mr. M. Craigie Hackett, 

The Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley, Falkland Islands®

Dear Sir,

3 I have to acknowledge your two letters of the 
1st and 9th November, together with shipment of thermos flask 
containing Tussock Grass seed, which arrived yesterday, and 
for v/hich I beg to express very greatly our thanks to II.E. the 
Governor® I am, however, very regretfully obliged to say 
that the examination made thus far of the contents of the 
flask seems to show beyond question that practically the whole 
of the matter consists of unripened florets of the Tussock 
Grass and not of the ripened seeds® 
from throughout the flask very carefully Y/ith a microscope, and 
I can find no seeds in any of them® 
and so forth enclosed in the chaff

I have examined samples

I can find only the stamer 
but no seed within®

It appears to be the case that the material 
was unfortunately gathered before maturity so that the seeds 
had not set. l noticed the flattened aand shrivelled 
condition of the florets as soon as I began taking the material 
from the flask®
considerable amount of green colour in the florets, showing 
their unripened condition® 
materal gone over very carefully by the Dominion Seed Laboratory 
in Winnipeg and will advise you of their examination, 
regret very much to have to make this statement regarding the 
shipment which you so kindly and obligingly sent, but it would 
appear at the present time that we shall not be able to get 
germinable seeds from it®

Under the lens also I note that there is a

I am going to have the entire

l

It occurs to the writer that it is possible ' 
if portions of the under-groi*Oi^propagating stems (known as 
rhizomes) could be packed in damp moss and shipped in a package 
and kept in the ship's refrigerator, that these might arrive 
in living condition so that we could grow plants from them in 
the greenhouse® X 'think the experiment is well worth trying, 
if His Excellency the Governor would be disposed to favour it.
I understand that Tussock Grass grows from six to 8 feet high 
in the Falklands, and produces abundantly horizontal propagating

If some of thesestems which run for a considerable distance®
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UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

Winnipeg. CanadaDEPARTMENT OF BOTANY -2-

could "be dug out, rolled up and packed in moist sphagnum moss 
I am inclined to think that they might come through provided 
they are kept in the ship’s refrigerator* 
came through in twenty-three days or approximately three weeks* 
In case it would he possible to send some of these propagating 
stems, I am sending you by an early mail a package of sphagnum 
moas for packing purposes, together with waxed paper for wrap
ping the moss* In case^jhipment is made in this matter, I 
would advise packing rnfi^s closely around the rhisoraes and 
then wrap the whole package in waxed paper and enclose it*in 
some carton for shipment*

The seed shipment

Might I suggest, in case it is considered 
possible to send some of these under-grotviwf' 
package should be sent in duplicate, one to Dr. Arthur W. Hill, 
Director of the Kew Gardens, and one here, so that in case one 
lot should not succeed there would be a possible chance that 
the other would.

rhizomes. that the

With apologies for these details,
I am, Sir,

Very truly yours,

V '

Assistant Professor of Botany.KKR/MH



ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,

K-EVV, SURREY.
All communications should be addressed to 

The Director, 
quoting the following number :—

21st January, 1936.

2/P . I./2.

£ T ~ r
•'••• Job

Sir,

Please accept my "best thanks for 
your letter no.413 of December 28th in reply 
to my letter of November 5th, 1935.

36

I have heard from Professor 
Roberts with regard to the Tussock Grass seed 
that you kindly sent him, but I fear from what 
he tells me there was no ripe seed in the 
flask.
opportunity of getting some ripe seed collected 
and,if you could send it either to me or to 
Professor Roberts,! should be greatly obliged.

I hope, therefore, you may have an

I am interested to have your news 
of the trees which were sent to you in connexion 
with the experiment of growing trees in the 
Falkland Islands and I regret to hear that 
Caragana arborescens was not successful and that 
plants of Cupressus macrocarpa have flourished 
only in a sheltered position, 
growing in the Falklands is by no means an easy 
matter, but I still believe that with a competent 
Forest Officer it would be possible, with the aid 
of shelters# belts,to raise a certain number of 
hardy trees in the neighbourhood of Port Stanley, 
though no doubt it would be some time before any 
successful results might be obtained.

No doubt tree-

Sir,I am,

Your obedient Servant,

The Colonial Secretary, 
STANLEY, :0IRECT0Rv -Falkland Islands.



r %

413/29.

31st March, 36.

Sir,

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge 

the receipt of your letter dated the lath of 

December, 1955, and to express regret that the 

seed of the Tussock Grass plant which was sent to

you on the 1st Movombor last proved to be faulty# 

It would appear that the seed in question 

was collected about a month too soon and before it

So

was thoroughly ripe * rrangements have boon made

to collect a further quantity In Movember next to 

replace that which was sent to you. 

the so: ■ will also be sent, to Mir rtiiur .ill at

package of

'.Mew Gardens .

I am to add t at arrangements will be made 

to obtain for you under-ground rhizomes of the plant 

ana iw.eso will be despatched marked for conveyance 

in snip’s refrigerator, as soon as the necessary 

packing moss has been received.

3 o

I Gill,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,
cm

ii Colonial secretary.Professor H. F* Roberts, 
University of Manitoba,

Winnipeg,
CANADA.
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413/89.

31st Mar oil, 36.

:>ir,

I ora directed by the Governor to acknowledge 

the receipt or your letter 2/F. X./2 of the 21st 

of January, 1956, and to inform you that arrange

ments have been made to procure a further supply 

of the seed of the Tussock Grass plant when it is 

thoroughly ripe, usually in the month of November. 

See- will be sent to Professor Roberts to replace 

that which he found to be faulty, and a package 

will also be sent to you.

I am to add that arrangements have also2.

been Blade to obtain and send to Professor Roberts
under-ground rhizomes of the plant and these will 
be despatched, together with a package addressed to 

you, when the packing moss has been received which 

■'5rofossor Roberts is sending for the purpose.
I am,

sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

SiS^rthur *;• Hill 
^nRirector

Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kow 5

SURREY •

A
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

tiJ r Winnipeg. Canada

17th February,
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

1936.

.......
ovl-The Colonial Secretary, 

Port Stanley,
Falkland islands.

4*.

Pear Sir,

I am sending by a following mail a package 
of dried sphagnum moss in the hone that it may be oossible 
at such time as might be convenient to send us some of the 
underground stems (rhizomes) of the Tussock Grass, so that 
we may attempt to grow plants from them, 
ble, according to information we now have, to get viable 
seeds of Poa flabellata (Tussock Grass).

the Tussock Grass p’ropagates largely by vigorous hori
zontally growing underground stems called rhizomes, from which 
new plants come up to the surface, and on this account it ap- 

that- the plant lias’ gradually given up the production of 
I think it might be possible, however, to pack por-

lt seems imposei-

As I understand
itJ 5

pen'1 o
seed *
tions of these rhizomes in sphagnum moss wrapped in waxed 
paper, which I am also sending, and the whole enclosed 
the—wlio'lu. cnc 1 o■:od in a dry paper cover.
arranged with one of the ship!s officers to keep the package 
of Tussock Grass rhizomes in the ship's refrigeratorfouring 
the voyage, I think they should come through in satisfactory 
condition.
should be possible to send these specimens, it would be very 
agreeable if they could be sent eo.ually to Dr. Sir Arthur W.Hill, 
Director of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, Surrey, England, 
as well as to our department here, in the hope that plants may 
be grown in one place or the other#
we would be unable to afford expense in the matter, and there
fore are rather hesitant at imposing further upon your obliging 
assistance, and shall leave it entirely to your judgment as 
to whether it jould be possible to obtain and ship the rhizomes 
in Question.

If it could be

In this connection may I aslc that in case it

I shall have to say that

I enclose herewith a portion of a letter re
ceived from the Assistant Agrostologist, Bureau of Plant 
Industry, U.S.Department of Agriculture, regarding seeds 
Poa. flabellata, and also statement from a letter from Mr. F. 
Foulds, Supervising Analyst of the Dominion Seed .G&jjsgn 
Laboratory at. Winnipeg. I sent to his office the entire lot
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

Winnipeg. CanadaDEPARTMENT OF BOTANY

-2-

The Colonial Secretary, 
Port Stanley

of seed received from the Falklands.for examination, 
do in." this simply to show that the 
in the sample was not due to any oversight on our part.

1 am
absence of viable seeds

To conclude, I beg to again thank your office 
most sincerely for your very kind co-operation inundertaking 
to help us by sending the seed which you so kindly^athered. 
It is evident that the plant ordinarily does not produce 
viable seeds on account of the fact that it reproduces so 
extensively by vegetative means, that is, by the underground 
propagating stems which we call rhizomes.

Again thanking you, I beg to remain.

Verv tpuly

H. F. Roberts.
Assistant Professor of Botanv.

kfr/mh
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/Extract of letter from the Assistant Agrtistologist, 
Bureau of Plant Industry, U.S.Department of Agricult 
Washington, D. C. ItdL&y

ure,

"Seeds of Ppa ■.flahellata have "been sent to the Division of 
Plant Introduction, Department of Agriculture, from time to time 
for 20 years or more, and were sent to this office for verifi
cation.
material received.
I annotated the packets "no grains developed", 
seen a grain though we have plenty of specimens, 
that Poa flabellata, vigorously reproducing vegetatively, is one 
of the grasses that Rarely produce seed. Again and again, 
grasses from plots were Poa flabellata was planted have proved 
to be other specimens--P.flabellata never germinated and invaders 
took possession."

So far as I know plants have never been grown from
Repeatedly in reporting the identification

I have never
I surmise

Extract of letter from Mr. P.Poulds, Supervising Analyst, 
Dominion Seed Grain Laboratory, Winnipeg.

"Professor H.P.Roberts, 
Department of Botany, 
University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg Manitoba.

Dear Sir:

Some weeks ago you forwarded me a sample of 
Tussock grass which you secured from the Falkland Islands. 
We went over quite a quantity and are not able to find any 
"seed" that has a caryopsis.

Since then I have received your letter quot-
Her statements are very interesting."ing Miss Agnes Chase.
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ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,

KEW, SURREY.
All communications should be addressed to

The Director,

quoting the following number : —

UAi. ,'936 %'j
20th May, 1956•

a.11 Q

Sir,

I have to acknowledge with 
best thanks receipt of your letter no.413/29 
of March 51st in which you inform me that 
arrangements have been made to procure a 
further supply of the seed of the Tussock 
Grass for transmission to Professor Roberts 
and that arrangements have also been made to 
send him some under-ground rhizomes of the 
plant.

I also note that you are 
kindly sending a package to Kew, which I 
shall be pleased to receive.

Hoping that this further 
supply will reach Canada in living condition 
and with my best thanks for the help you are 
giving with regard to the introduction of 
this valuable grass to Canada,

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

r.

DIRECTOR.

The Colonial Secretary, 
STANLEY,

Falkland Islands.



)

*

415/29.

16th November, 36.

Sir,

I am directed to inform you that tr/c casos, measuring „ 

18,fx9!,x9u respectively, containing tussoc rhizomes, are 

being forwarded, by the s.s. "Fi^zroy1* sailing on the 19th 

inst, to

(1) The Director, The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew,
London•

(2) Professor d.F. Roberts, University of Manitoba,
Winnipeg, Can ada.

2e I am to request you to bo so good as to ask your 

Agents in Montevideo to accept delivery of these cases, and 

to arrange for their onward transport by the first opport

unity in the cold storage rooms of vessels proceeding to 

the Countries indicated above.

i am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,
$

■ r-
Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Manager,
The Falkland Islands Co. Ltd 

STANLEY •

'LV-
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413/29.

36.16th No vo mb or ,

Sir,

with reference to your letter dated 17th February, 

1936, I am directed to inform you of the impending 

despatch to you,on the 19th instant, of a boc;, size 18” z 

9” z 9”, containing tussoc rhizomes, and to state that

arrangements have been made to give effect to your 

instructions regarding the modo of transport, 

opportu lity a package of the seeds of the Poa flabeliata 

is being sent to you through the postc

By the same

2a I am to say that similar quantities of rhizomes 

and seeds are being forwarded to Sir A .Vi/.Hill au tho Royal 

Botanic Gardone, Kew.

3o I am to add that the v/axod on or mentioned in

your letter under reference has not been received.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

Professor 11.W. Roberts,
Department of Botany,

University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg,

CANADA.
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413/29.

33.16th November*

Sir,

With reference to your letter dated 20th May,1936,

I am directed to inform you of the impending despatch to 

you on the 19th instant, of a box, 18,,x9lfx9,,# containing 

tussoc rhizomes, and to state that arrangements are being 

made for Its conveyance in the cold storage room of a 

vessel proceeding to the United Kingdom from Montevideo* 

3y the same opportunity a package of the seeds of the 

Poa flabellata is being sent to you through the post*

2 o 1 am to add that simila ■ quantities of rhizomes

and seeds are being forwarded, to Professor Roberts of the

University of Manitoba*

1 am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

r
Acting Colonial Secretary.

Sir Arthur IV. Hill©
Director,

Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew,

LONDON.



UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY Winnipeg. Canada

MT0 H.Craigie Hackett, 
Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley,,
Falkland islands.

Des,r S i r: -

I ara sending you by this mail two packages, one containing 
dried Sphagnum moss, for the purpose of packing the rhizomes (under
ground stem'sr^of the Tussock Grass, in case it is possible to have 
them sent* If they are sent, they should be packed in the moss, well 
moistened, and this wrapped in waxed paper, which i3 also being sent* 
The whole can then be regularly wrapped for parcel post shipment* I 
would suggest the advisability of an arrangement with the ship*s 
captain to store the parcel in theship?s refrigerator, in case the 
temperature does not run below freezing* The rhizomes should be k _ 
coo3, to prevent mould and rotting, and if possible a little above the 
freezing point, but not below*

I beg to request, in case the rhizomes of the Tussock Grass can 
be sent, that one lot be sent to 53he Hew Gardens in England, in care 
of Dr0 A#W#Hill* Director, Kew, Surrey, England, and the other lot 
here*

in case the above would involve any expense, kindly dispense wfe 
with the thought of it, as we would only be able to pay parcel post 
charges*

Very truly /yours

% *.. 'V
Ass»t 0 professor of Botanjr^ ^

{
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No. 94

Royal Botanic Gardens,

j 7 Kew,

/ 6th..PebruaryA.... 19 57.
J!

Sir,

I have to acknowledge the receipt this dayBox containing Tussoc Rhizomes. 
Unfortunately all are dead due, 
in all probability, to packing in 
an air tight box and to con
veyance in the refrigerator 
during the voyage.
The seed of Poa flabellata 
arrived at the end of December 
in good condition and the 
donation bears our reference 
No.1012/1956.

of the contribution mentioned in the margin, made

by you to the Royal Botanic Gardens, for winch I

beg to tender my best thanks.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Director.

To The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley,

.Falkland .Islands.,.



ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,

KEW, SURREY.
All communications should be addressed to

The Director,

quoting the following number :—~ 9th February, 1937.

2/F.I./2.
\\'v TX'X'

C3 i • - : ; 'J J /p
'^pLAna \p0°y

I have to acknowledge witK'liest 
thanks receipt of your letter no.413/29 of 
November 16th, and of the box containing 
Tussock rhizomes, which reached us on 6th 
February.

c~o I
■'VSir,

I am sorry to say that the 
rhizomes appear to be quite dead. I fancy 
that they must have got frozen on the journey 
home owing to being placed in the cold-storage 
room and also because they were sent in a 
closed box. They arrived quite soft and brown 
and I fear that there is no chance of any 
portion of them being alive. I much fear also 
that if the rhizomes have been sent to Prof. 
Roberts in a similar manner to those sent to us 
they will not reach him in a living condition.

The seeds of Poa flabellata, which 
you mention in your letter as being sent through 
the post, arrived, I am pleased to say in good 
condition, and some of them are already 
beginning to germinate.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

d™__ DIRECTOR.
The Acting Colonial Secretary,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
STANLEY, Falkland Islands.

\


