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DM 3fe’

7 th August. 19 k7.

Colonial SecretaryHon.To

From Oupervisor A & T Dept 3 Cauley

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

1

sum be made £4,0002.

(sgCl, ) . Mercer,

VP.

1.
1.

relay, 
costs.

mjlrrvk
NO.________________

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

3.3. & T-
7. 8. 47.

£1,500
600

, -I 00

584
£3,784

deferring to our conversation /egarding costs of Broadcast equipment 
yesterday, the following is submitted as being the requirements and the

o MINUTE.

Transmitter on a nev* site in a new building 
Power Amplifier for rediffusion
Hew studio a.id offices P2D Bstimate
Microphones, Gramophone turntable, spare valves, 
spare parts, Transformers masts and freight

L.Iu<y 1 suy. eat if you approve, tne



3.No. GAZETTE N 0 T I C E .

His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint the following
xtilTTte a Committee to consider arrangements for wireless telegraphi;

communications at Stanley to provide
(a) Stanley/I

(b) Service with the Dependencies including South Georgia.
(c) Needs of the Meteorological Service actual and projected.

Radio-telephone communications with the Camp.XI.
III. Nev/ Broadcasting Service.

2. The Committee will be constituted as follows

Chairman

Commissioned Telegraphist F.R. Dore, R.N.
Members.G. A. Howkins, Esq. ,

A. Mercer, Esq. ,

By Command,

Colon! oretary.

4.P. No. 0438.

VP.

Normal terminal facilities (Stanley/United Kingdom;
Mont evideo, etc.).

) 
)

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
STAHLEY.

29th August, 1947.

Commander C. R. • Gairdner, R. 1i, (Retd).
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A second meeting of the W/T Communications Committee took
place on Tuesday the 23rd of September 1947.9

2> Mr. Dore asked, that the attached, points, which he said.
he had. made at the first meeting might be added to the minutes
of that meeting. I explained, that whilst appreciating his
technical advice as the Admiralty Technical Officer - this did
not deter the Committee as a whole to recommend to His Excell-
ency the recommendation for the constructing of a new W/T Station

had been done by the Governor to
the Secretary of State and the Commander-in-Chief, America and
West indies Station informed of the proposals. With regard to
the dismantling and loan of transmitters and generators - this
vzas a matter for the Admiralty to decide but paragraph 3 of the

from the Commander-in­
Chief, America and West Indies Station inferred that Admiralty
would assist in the provision of equipment, and stores, In this
connection the signal of the 18th of September, 1947 > from the
Naval Officer-in-Charge to the Commander—in-Chief, America and
’West Indies Station was discussed and it was considered by all
the members of the Committee except Mr. Dore that the statement
of the Naval Officer-in-Charge regarding the station being
maintained in ‘’running order” being undertaken by the local
authorities, was incorrect - they only undertook maintenance
for care and maintenance or reduction to a state of preservation.
It was decided, however, that no useful purpose could be served
in bringing this and the loan of equipment up — till the Admir­
alty - who are fully aware of the limits of the Colonies resources —
reply as to what their intentions are on closing down the Naval

h. A- 1

W/T: /

/

1947,signal of the 10th of September,

A
A\ • ••

in Stanley and this in fact,



- 2 -
W/T Station regarding, care and maintenance etc.

3> Satisfactory trials were completed this morning
to establish that if the transmitters at the new site were
not. closer than 500 metres from any receiver no interference
would be caused.

The new site for the W/T Station has been viewed4.
by the Governor and it does not interfere with other require­
ments in that vicinity*. Whilst, I personally, would prefer
the receiving and remote control transmitting, to be in the

building as the Meteorological Station (with which, thesame
Meteorological Officer agrees) — the Supervisor, Electrical
and Telegraphs Department points out that this would mean an
additional staff at the transmitting and generating station
(until power is supplied from the Mains) which he is not
prepared to ask for, even if any mechanics were available
which is unlikely.

Approval is requested for the Supervisor, Electrical5-
and Telegraphs Department together with the Public Works
Department to go forward with preparation of plans for local
station at the new site to be submitted to His Excellency
through the Committee.

VP.

'ht



of the first meeting:-
(i)

I ask for the following to he 
recorded in the Minutes of this meeting:-

agree to the dismantling of 
either transmitters of diesels 
for re-erection elsewhere.

I do not consider that there are 
any technical reasons against 
operating the existing station 
and while I agree that a new 
station is desirable it is not 
essential®

(11)

I ask for the following points which 
I made at the time to be added to the 
Minutes

In the event of the station 
being put to C & M I think it 
unlikely that the Admiralty will

As the Admiralty Technical Office] 
I request that in future I may be shown ; 
the proposed drafts of such messages as 
concern Admiralty equipment.

Cd Tel,R.M.
23/9/47
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0U3S/8.

jjutn September U7-

I am directed by the Governor to refer to your minute
6. and to say that it appears that you

are labouring under a misapprehension. Hlo /Excellency had
some time before• notification was received that the

admiralty intended to withdraw from Stanley to convene the
Committee to which you wore unpointed not in a representative

in whose ability His Excellency
in consultation with other

technicians similarly appointed on putting into effect a
decision of Government.

The Committee is not being asked to advise on policy:2.

and accordingly the views expressed in sub-paragraph (1) of

your minute are irrelevant.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

F (SG-D. ) A. B. MATHEWS.

Colonial Secretary.

DRM.

WvU/U? /

^Vtzyx /<>

Gir,

decided,

to advise him.

Commissioned Telegraphist
F. R. Dore, R.N., 

STANLEY.

of 23rd September, 19d7,

Z
O

has confidence,

/ A?r ‘<r^ /
< 4 f)

■

capacity but as a technician,
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DATE.. 6th. October, 194-7* No. A.6/56.

TO.... THE HON. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Position of Mr, F. Dore, R.N.

on putting into effect a decision

Further, Mr. Dore was appointed to a committee :

[»

? I

' I IMt< 3

iOMMANDER, R.N.

’'Committee consists .... They will almost certainly 
advise erection new station”

"To consider what arrangements for W/T communication 
at Stanley will be necessary on the closing down ... ”

I would welcome a further statement from you on this 
subject as it would help to emphasize that Mr. Dore* s duties are 
not being altered because of his disagreement with the rest of the 
committee.

I
I '

6 .... ..

Yet the Governor's message to C.-in-C., A.W. I. timed 09014-0 Sep. 
states

”to advise him, 
of Government”

on Government W/T. Committee.

I would be most grateful if you would give me a fuller 
explanation of this as there seems to me to be a contradiction 
here. In fact, I would welcome a more detailed exposition of the 
whole matter, for I am not fully understanding your para. 2. It 
seems to me that Mr. Dore has stated in his minute his opinions as 
a technical expert purely on a technical side of the question. In 
view of the wording of his appointment and in view of the fact that 
the matter was discussed by the oonmittee, I do not quite see how it 
can be termed irrelevant. Inconvenient perhaps, in that it prevents 
a unanimous opinion of the committee, but scarcely irrelevant.

Could you also inform me if any further message has been 
sfitft to C-in-C., A.rf.I. explaining Mr. Dore’s position on the 
committee^other than that referred to (09014-0 Sep.)

Mr. Dore has shewn me your letter of 30th. September.
Therein it is stated : ——

5*3

FROM.. THE NAVAL OFFICER-IN-CHARGE, FALKLAND ISLANDS.
x 6-
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NAVM' MESSAGE. JS. 1320f.

.......................................   i i-wii»irr nr -i ■ i ■■ i rr i-nrTHM*i-ima»fCTCTOMWTiii« n ■■■■■i-iih - ■ rini -v—ni ■ -rwi wriwi w

Intercept Group.

TO:
C IH C

For your information as to lir Dore’s position reference para 5 my 021606 Sept*
At meeting of committee it was agreed that C-overment could operate the present2*

iziuerihi measure out v/ith considerable practical difficulties* They thst&ti

Oi?ing fro ay objecting to portions og Governor’s message to you sent without3<

knowledge of Dore or myself Governor held meeting at which it appeared ho had been
misinformed by Superintendent Electrical and Telegraph and accordingly sent a correction*

In view of this Dore wished his position made clear. I informed him this would be4#
hn-yevey

(/> had not been done Dore wrote to committee asking that it be recorded that he did not
consider that there were any technical reasons against operating the existing static/

Cyphering or Coding.

(5/374.) Wt. 30557/D5886. lOOM pads.

•Book or Table to be used for
Recyphering or Recoding.

Governor then stated that as he decided policy he had decided on erection of new station.
I personally agreed as to advisability of this.

recommended erection of new station but Dore expressed view that while it might be 
■desirable new station was not essential.

Initials of Cypherer 
or Coder.

FROM:
HOW 8ALKLAJW ISMDS.

icrefore

thre rrri rente# nf the* rennimn ttga<qestablished, by the recording of hi# view# in As_thi <g

A.W. I.

Originators Instructions: 
(Indication of Priority, 
A1DAC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).

Foi^Jse in 
Cypher or 
Coding Oilice 
only.

Time of Receipt in 
Cypher or Coding 

Office.

as iiu

10/39. B. & S. Ltd. 51-5092.



\3S.1320f. SMAVAL/ MESSAGE.

Intercept Group.

FROM:TO:

new station was.desirable it was not essential*that while apreaing that a
Dore has now been informed by Government that he was appointed to committee

as technician to advise Quote on putting into effect a decision of government unquote

u
081157P.

Date.
Cyphering or Coding.

10/39. B. <Sr S. Ltd. 51-5092.(5/371.) Wt. 30557/D588G. 100m pads. ■

Book or Table to be used for
Recyphering or Recoding.

Initials of Cypherer 
or Coder.

^4

Originators Instructions: 
(Indication of Priority, 
AIDAC, NOTWT 

■For Exercise).

Fol^se in
Cypher or 
Coding Office 
only.

I have queried this with the Government6.

Time of Receipt in 
Cypher or Coding 

Office.

that ■sgsagks-wero irralevantw
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1
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
From .His ..Excellency. .t'he...Goyernprr

Commanderin Chief ,,Merica..&. West ..indies Station, Bermuda.To

15.40.Despatched: 4-7 Time :10th 19October

Received : Time :19

Committee Dore dissenting havei/y personal signal 090140 sept.

Further communication follows by Air Lail.recommended as in paragraph 5.

G-.T.C.

// .

T TW

GOVERNOR.
101540.

/f

> ' IL i ' Secret.
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W/T COWUNICATIONS.

19U7-

\as on this would, depend, the dimensions of the building.

\ out damage.

insulation/

A 24-volt battery would have to be charged the day 
before tests are due.

tu

(s -Lo .
SkpSjS. C6|'T
.-Steutz -
O?, )

2. Mr. Lees5 
was present at this Meeting.

A. third Meeting of the W/T Communications Committee 
took place on Tuesday the 14th of October, 1947. The Minutes of the second Meeting were passed.

•

Receivers at R. C. Station will be covered and would 
only take a few minutes to test.

representing, the Public Works Department, 
The primary object was to discuss the Commander-in-Chief’s, America and West Indies 

Station, signal 122pj2£ - the closing down of the Naval 
W/T Station on the 1st of January, 1948- The Committee 
confirmed the recommendation that a new station be erected on the site selected and approved by His Excellency the 
Governor, and it was confirmed that the Superintendent of 
the Electrical and Telegraphs Department and the Officer­
in-Charge, Public Works Department, would submit plans of the proposed building as soon as possible after the Super­
intendent of the Electrical and Telegraphs Department had 
inspected the existing Naval equipment that would be required, 

°n would depend the dimensions of the building.

/y

Diesel radiators would require filling and lubricat­
ing oil checked. Each diesel should be loaded with 
one or more transmitters, either on aerial or dummy 
aerial in turn.

If R. C. lines were shorted at Control it would be a 
simple matter to carry out continuity tests and

3- The Supr. E. & T. was asked to prepare a list for 
the Officer-in-Charge, W/T Station, of all W/T equipment he 
would be likely to require for installation on loan at the 
new Station. The Officer-in-Charge would then submit the 
list to the C.-in-C. for approval to issue on loan to the 
Colonial Government. It was recorded here, that the 

o^a.[A toff Colonial Government have no W/T equipment of any sort, as
ItcUXovA - the pre-war equipment installed was requisitioned by the

4 Admiralty in 1940, and has since been replaced by more
Z4<U^odern equipment.

4- The Officer-in-Charge, W/T; Station, produced a 
statement of his interpretation of the C.-in-C’s signal 
regarding the care and maintenance of the Naval W/T 
Station, quote "My interpretation of the phrase ’State 
of preservation necessitating occasional running tests’ 
in the C.-in-C’s signal, is that equipment is to be left

I in a state in which it can be quickly put into operation.
I think that a running test of all diesels and transmitters, 
carried out every two months, would be adequate and would 
get the C<-in-C’s approval. I estimate that it would 
take the Government technicians not more than one day on 
each occasion. If agreed that this can be carried out, 
I intend to leave diesels well greased and ready to run 
except for draining of radiators. ’I should instruct the 
|resident caretaker in turning engines by hand once a week.
I should also leave transmitters as they are; ready for 

. operation and instruct the caretaker how to dust them with- 
Briefly, work involved is as follows:-



2

More detailed

X

6.

WIL

Chairman, 
L/T Committee.

2

insulation tests at the transmitting station. f instructions can be made available - u&que-te.
I/The Supr. E. & T. stated that he could not commit himself to A / this undertaking until he had inspected the transmitters and 
power supply, which he will do at the first opportunity and

i report on his visit. The question of the survey of masts 
! and rigging was then discussed. The Officer-in-Charge, W/T

/ Station, said that the yearly survey of the masts was put 
out to contract with the F. I. C. and the work was done by

\ a Mr. Barnes and two labourers at a daily working cost of\ £2 to the former and £1 each per day to the latter. Mr. Lees
I stated that this could be arranged if funds were^forthcoming. 
The Officer-in-Charge, W/T Station, was then asked to rests e 
the question with the N. 0. I. C. of the masts being painted 
before the Naval party left and request that this may be doneI and also to confirm that the caretaker was paid by the Admi-ifelty 

/ and to give an approximate estimate of the cost of labour to 
I survey the masts, though Mr. Dore pointed out that this was 
difficult as it varied according to circumstances.

5. The Officer-in-Charge, W/T Station, stated that he 
would leave comprehensive instructions for the maintenance 
and preservation of W/T equipment and also instructions for 
the survey of masts and rigging. In addition, sufficient 

p .  material, paint and stores, would be left behind for the pre-
to0^8 servation of masts and rigging for several years.

Sfa. be
The Committee recommenced that Mr. Lees - P.W.D. - 

] be given authority to make an immediate start to dismantle the 
./■ buildings at Ordnance Point and Charles Point for use at the

\ new station. Extra priority for this work will have to be
■ approved and the necessary funds be made available and it was 
recommended that estimates for the work to be put in hand be 
obtained from the 0. i/c Works, as he cannot proceed with the 
work until funds are approved as his labour is paid on a 
weekly basis.

7. The 0. i/c, W/T Station, agreed to assist in giving 
instruction to the Colonial Government W/T Staff in the 
operation of transmitters and receivers and to starting up 
of motors etc.

i/c, W/T Station,

8. The 0. i/c, W/T Station, stated that on and after the 1st of January, 1948, the remote control station would be 
closed down and the W/T Station would have to be operated by 
the civilian staff with the assistance oft-stokers and radio 
mechanics from the retard party. They frould, however, have 
the services of such Naval ratings which would be surplus

J until they sailed in the next available F. I. C. steamer.
9. The Supr. E. & T. pointed out, that L/T communication 

by buzzer would'be arranged between the Telegraph Office and 
the W/T Station for the handling of messages.

10. The 0. i/c, W/T Station, asked that the Supr. E. &. T. 
would arrange for the minimum of services to be operated 
between 10.00 p.m. and 8.00 a.m. so that the maximum of stokers 
etc. can be released by the 0. i/c, W/T Station.
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W/T COMMUNICATIONS.

3.

:S—•*

SxbrEiUJ & o^a- c*>l'r

jU*^ J
|X

The fourth Meeting of the W/T Communications Committee 
took place on Monday 20th October 19U7* Mr. Howkins (Meteo- 
ro±ogical Officer) was unable to attend. Mr. Lees, represent­
ing the Public Works Department was present at the Meeting. 
The Minutes of the third Meeting were passed unanimously.

8. The Committee (Mr. Lees had left the meeting) then 
discussed the W/T communications in South Georgia. The present 
transmitter was installed in 1925 and is utterly out of date 
and furthermore infringes on the International W/T Convention 
’as the drift during transmission has been as much as 50 KC/S 
which causes unnecessary interference on neighbouring frequencies 
and considerable difficulty in reception. It was recommended 
that the Secretary of State be asked for approval to purchase 
new Transmitting and Receiving Equipment as shown in Supr.

) E. & T. proposals at "C11. It was recommended, however, that for 
item 5 Diesel engine - that the Ruston Hornby Engine supplied for 
the lonispheric Station but not used there, would be quite 
suitable and save the purchase of a new engine.

ChairFnan/ 
W/T Committee.

The Supr. E. & T. stated that he had prepared a list 
of all equipment he would require on loan for installation at 
the new station. This list is shown in proposed signal to 
C-in-C.A.W,I. marked "A” and it was recommended that this 
signal should be despatched.

2. The Supr. E. & T. reported (letter attached) that he 
had visited the Naval W/T Station to look over the W/T equip­
ment etc. that he would be required to keep in a state of 
preservation necessitating occasional running tests. As 
stated in his letter the work can be undertaken. The com­
mittee were unanimous that running tests should be carried 
out every two months, as this would involve less subsequent 
work and is the maximum time running tests of diesels and 
transmitters can be left with safety.

7. The Supr. E. & T. was asked to prepare an estimate of 
the electricity for lighting etc., radio equipment, masts and 
aerials etc. which would be required for the new station.

HS

6. The plans for the new W/T building were examined and 
recommended for adoption. It was considered essential for a 
boiler room to be included for the central heating of the 
radiators in the transmitting and receiving rooms. The 
Supr. S. & T. and Oi/c P.W.D. were requested to consider the 
question of water supply to the building as it is essential 
for the water cooling of the Widdup Engine and the central 
heating.

5® It was considered necessary to record that the
15 foot erecting extensions at the top of the 310 feet steel 
masts are in a dangerous condition and that no work on these 
extensions can be undertaken.

U. The question of care and maintanence of W/T equip­
ment, Masts and rigging was discussed as both Supr. E. & T. 
and Oi/c P.W.D. had visited the Naval W/T Station since the 
last meeting to ascertain what their respective commi/tments 
would involve. A comprehensive signal covering all aspects, 
including the assumption that the Admiralty would bear the 
costs of the resident caretaker and work on survey of masts 
to contract, was prepared and is shown as signal ”B” and its 
despatch was recommended.



1MINUTE.

19th October, • 19 47
To Hon Colonial Secretary

From Supervisor E & T Dept, Stanley

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Supervisor E & T Dept*

19th October 1947

iNO.________________ _

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

The work involved as defined by the Officer in Charge can be undertaken by the ’off duty 
staff1 of the Power House and Col Govt W/T Station.

With reference to the Minutes of the Third Mu-ting of the W/T Committee which took placc- 
•n the 14th of October, I have to report that with the Assistant Engineman Mr A.J.Blyth 
I visited the Naval W/T Station to look over the equipment which will be required to be 
kept in a ’State of preservation necessitating occasional running tests’* xxi
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\I/v. Comuni cat ions.

Raster Hornby Engine.

The Government could under-

Estimates*

f
A.

No reply has been received to the above for approval to incur expenditure*
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’This was noted with satisfaction by the Committee as the 25 k/w Widdo# generator 
Ottati, 4*.-|would not now be required to be loaned from the Naval Wireless Station if

d .
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The fifth meeting of the Wireless Communications Committee took place 
on Wednesday tne 5th of November, 1947. /ill Members of the Committee were 
present.

” I would be grateful to receive your instruction regarding the purchase 
of materials locally, to enable us to make a start on the establishment 
of the new tf/T Station. Masts, aerials and stays should be prepared 
now and suitable materials are available in the Public Works Depart­
ment Store and the Falkland Islands Company, Limited, while telephone 
cable is available at the Army Camp and could be prepared for the 
telephone and land line service. As well as the above purchase, labour 
charges are involved.

6. The 510 foot Masts at Naval Station. The Chairman read out the 
N.O.I.C’s. signal (511148 P October) to the Commander-in-Chief, America and 
West Indies Station repeated to the Admiralty. The Committee were in entire 
agreement with the views expressed, that the expense of maintenance did not 
justify the expense of the upkeep on the masts, 
take the responsibility for communication on the commercial wave at the new 
wireless station.

(Sgd.) A. Mercer,
S.E.T.

20. 10. 47. "

2. The ininutes of tne fourth meeting were read out and the replies 
maae uo the remarks by His Excellency the Governor were concurred in and 
the minutes of the meeting were agreed to and passed unanimously.

7. Estimates. The Supervisor, Electrical and Telegraphs Department stated 
that work is being held up in the erection of masts, aerials and stays, as 
approval has not yet been received for the estimates. His letter dated the
20th of October, 1947, to the Colonial Secretary was as follows:-

5® puster Hornby Engine. Tne Metoeorological Officer was asked to read 
out to the Committee the signal made to the Air Ministry by him which the 
Governor had approved, asking that these engines might be made available for 
use with the intended new W/T. installation for South Georgia, as they were 
no longer required at the Ionospheric Station . This signal was despatched 
on the 51st of October, 1947, and the Committee suggested to Mr. Howkins that 
if no reply was received by Friday the 7th of November, 1947, he should send a 
further signal asking for a reply. It was pointed out that a signal in draft 
form, giving details of the W/T requirements for South Georgia was being held up, 
until it was known if these engines would be available.

- uO (T* ci?).
4. Dorman Engines. The reply from the Secretary of State saying that 

'tnese engines could be made a.vailable on loan to the Government was read out.
i was noted with satisfaction by the Committee as the 25 k/w Widdo;

fl 2Q k/w Motor Alternator arrived promptly in the F. I.D.S. vessel.

5. work on site. The Supervisor, Electrical and Telegraphs Department 
reported that work on the foundations at the new site had started and one of 
the Doman Engines was now in store at Stanley.
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Chairman,
Communications Committee.

(Sgd.) A. Mercer,
Supr. E. & T.,

23. 10. 47. "

It is desired, however, to point out, that demands for equipment, stores, 
purchase of material etc. cannot take place until approval is sanctioned for 
Funds to be appropriated. The Committee, therefore^ request that early 
attention may be paid to the approval of estimates for the total cost of erect­
ing the station, purchase ano. installation of equipment and the labour costs.

I
0^

nI beg to submit for early consideration that equipment for the new 
Government Wireless Station might be ordered from the United Kingdom 
now, in order to avoid, if possible, dismantling Naval Equipment, moving 
it to our site and finally dismantling and reassembling again at the 
Naval W/T Station. I liave already specification of suitable equipment - 
not including the Naval S..VZ.B. 8. Q. ’which has already been recommended 
we purchase - with a delivery date last November of 8 to 10 weeks.
If this equipment together, with the receivers we need, could be ordered, 
there may be a possibility of it coming by the F.I.D.S. vessel expected 
within a few months.

The Supervisor, Electrical and Telegraphs Department continued that he had 
prepared a detailed list of materials and equipment required from the United 
Kingdom for the new station giving estimated cost of the 11 major items required. 
This list was produced and the total estimate was £4,650. This was submitted 
to the Colonial Secretary on November, the 4th, 1947. The Committee were 
informed by the Colonial Secretary that the Funds are not the concern of the 
Committee.

9. Broadcast Service. The Committee, in the terms of reference, which 
includes the New Broadcast Service, were anxious to know the situation regarding 
the recommendations put forward by the Broadcasting Committee as a result of 
their recommendations submitted to the Colonial Secretary on the 29th of Julv, 
1947.

o0 0

0

8. The Supervisor, Electrical and Telegraphs Department further stated 
.that he had again written to the Colonial Secretary on the 23rd of October, 
1947, regarding the equipment to be ordered for , the new Government Wireless 
Station and stated that he was instructed to prepare estimates to be presented 
before the Executive Council on the 25th of October, 1947. His letter was as 
follows:-
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At this point the committee approved, the drafh •t

Islands/

r G-*

order to enable simultaneous transmissions of weather reports on 
two different short waves. It was felt, however, that this was 
a luxury whose provision was beyond the means of the Falkland

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, Commission- 
" . Officer-in-Charge, Naval A/T Station,
Supervisor, Electrical and Telegraohs Department, 
Esq.. Meteorological Officer.

-—I

Present: r"' 
ed Telegraphist Dore 
A. Mercer, Esq., 
an d G. A.. H o wk ins,

Minutes of the sixth meeting held in the Colonial Secretary’s 
Office on the 15th of December, lgU7.

to

J At this point the committee approved the draft telegram
i/to the Secretary of State with the addition of the word

"technical” and describe the ’’retard party”. This was to meet
Nr. Dore’s point that it should be made clear that no Royal Naval 

L operating personnel were required.

2. As regards transport the Committee noted that the 
Officer-in-Charge ./T Station and the Supervisor, Electrical and 
Telegraphs Department had agreed that naval transport would be 
available for civilian personnel at approximately"07.00 and 25.00: 
and the Supervisor, Electrical and Telegraphs Department said 
that he could arrange other transport departmentally if necessary.

5. As regards maintenance of machinery etc. the Officer- 
in-Char ;e Station referred to para ;raph 8 of the Minutes of 
the tlrird nesting, which the commit'Tee accepted as being con-"” 
firmed. Mr. Dore remarked that it would be of great assistance 
if an engineman could be loaned by the Supervisor. Electrical 
and Telegraphs Department who promised to afford this degree of 
assistance. As regards loan or materiel the committee noted 
that this matter was still under discussion by the Admiralty.
The Supervisor, Electrical and Telegraphs Department remarked that 
even if the materiel asiied for by the Naval Offleer-in-Charge 
on the 1pth of November, I’Qlfl? was wade available he wished in 
due course to obtain the additional equipment from the United

‘ cover of his__Minjqte of the Uth of Novem- 
to the Colonial Secretary. These requirements could

The chairman said that he had convened the meeting in order 
to clarify certain outstanding points before Mr. Mercer’s 
departure for Montevideo. In particular, in view of misappre­
hensions in the past, he wished to ensure that all concerned 
agreed with the terms of the draft telegram to the Secretary 
of He remarked that Government was not able to undertake
the operation of the Naval Yt/y Station even on a temporary basis 
unless definite agreement had been come to regarding transport of 
civilian operators., and technical maintenance of the engines and 
machinery by Royal Naval personnel and until the promise of the 
loan of the required material had been received from the Admir­
alty.

I
0

5. The Meteorological Officer raised the question of obtain- 
ing a second short wave transmitter on loan from the Admiralty in

fTlcJ .SenJiCft, -

IM-
8 ‘m-JrV Kingdom detailed under 

/ ber, 15q7? to the Colonial Secretary. These requirements could 
/ be reduced by one transmitter (item 2} if meteorological trans- 
I missions were reduced to one frequency only: and if the equip- 
\ ment sought from the Admiralty were supplied, items U,1,6,7j and 
\10 would not be required from the United Kingdom.
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/ Islands Administration, for though no additional personnel 
would he required the annual recurrent expenditure might be 
very formidable. In view of this, PICCL weather transmissions 
should be reduced with effect from the 1st of January, 1948, 
to broadcasts on one frequency only. • It was agreed that 
details of the new Meteorological service schedules should be 

/ discussed between Mr. Mercer and Mr. Howkins and the result 
\ reported. It was further agreed that details of the new 
' regular services (which would require modification since there 

would not in future be any transmissions between 23.00 and 
07.00) should be discussed between Mr. Dore and the Supervisor 
Electrical and Telegraphs Department and reported before Mr.

y Mercer left for Montevideo. 
v.?

6. Mr. Dore sought confirmation that he would not be 
required to provide technical assistance in the installation of 

i the plant for the new 7//T Station for which after the 1st of 
'• January, he would not be able to make provision, 
confirmed that he could manage without this.
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