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A >lo. Y7

C0WANDER R.N. 
(Naval Officer in Charge), 

10th January, 1940,

^■ePea^an- HcT-

& .cy.

HON. COL. SECRETARY
As these ships have not recently called at a port where a distributing 

Authority can issue current recoding tables, those now held are out of date and*no 
longer in use. Therefore their only means of communication is by safe hand to 
South Georgia and thence by W/T to me. It is suggested that the Magistrate South 
Georgia bfe instructed to arrange with each ship for dual recoding with two partic­
ular tables in conjunction with Merchant Navy Code. This will give a safe method 
of communication even when tables are compromised.

It must be understood that this is purely local arrangement.and of no use for 
communicating elsewhere.
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Col. 'Officer Commanding Troops.
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M
H-o , '

/Cxx+Jojc kO'ti^cJcjf cz/sq.

the catchers * 
at Leith and-tf

Hon. Col. Secretary,
Personally I feel that inter u-* 

themselves and the catchers and their 
Grytviken should he permitted &s 

successful 
warning 

SO

> communication between
. respective bases ■ 

heretofore.
working of the industry and may he of 

of an enemy at sea. There are no factory 
there cannot he a repetition of last seasons

It is vital to the 
great benefit intg^i^ason ships operating tni 
fiasco.

tireless communication was operating between catchers ^nd Leith during 
recent visit there and is used mainly to inform the factories of the 

catch and time of arrival into port. /
/ J j •

It would be quite easy to detect^any privileges and take necessary 
drastic action. a t
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GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
FALKLAND ISLANDS AND DEPENDENCIES.

SENT.
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

4. 39.

To
MANAGER

FORT SAi; CARLOS and PEBBLE ISLAND,

EXCEPT TO THE PROPER AUTHORITY IT IS STRICTI.Y FORBIDDEN UNDER
ORDER IN COUNCIL FOR PRIVATE VvIRELESS STATIONS TO COMMUNICATE
DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY TIES POSITION OR MOV ISW OF ANY PARS’ OF

OR ANY
CRITICISE OF D^’ENGE OPERATIONS OR ANY OTHER MATTER MIATSOEVER
THIGH 'wOULD OR MIGHT BE INDIRECTLY USEFUL TO THE ENEMY,

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Telephoned to W/T Station 2015 on L. 9. 39.

H,M. FORCES,

9.

MANAGER,

ANY OPERATIONS RUMOURED OR SURMISED,



MINUTE.

5th October^ 19 39.

To
From The Colonial Secretary

STANLEY. 

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I am directed to enclose hereto!th, for insertion in the files
authenticated copies of "Order for the

Control of Wireless Stations in the Falkland Islands and its
Dependencies" and "Orderbfor the Control, in time of war, of Radio­
telegraphy on Merchant Vessels in Harboursnof the Falkland Islands
and Dependencies."

r''r

Colonial Secretary.

of the Registrar-General,

The Registrar-General,

nq. 162/39.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).



fSzd.) H. H^MNlkEH-HEATON

Governor*

In pursuance of the powers vested in him by Section
7 of the Falkland Islands Defence ftegulatlons9Hie
Sbceellenoy the Governor is pleased to order and it is
hereby ordered as follows?~I

X.

2. The transmitting apparatus on board any such
ship shall if the competent authority considers
necessary for the due observance of this Order be
dismantled to the satisfaction of such authority*

3. The competent authority for the purposes of
this Order is the Custom Officer*

\

I

I

I

V

;\

usum I0R THS CONTROL, IS TINS OF WAH,OF 
RADIOTaiSGF^Ffflf ON 1SRCKABT VS332LS IN HAR300RS 
OF Tifig FAl&IAJlO I5IASDS AND D^HJSSDINS.

/
/

/

its Dependencies is hereby forbidden.
f

The use of Wireless Telegraphy transmitting 
apparatus on board of any snip (not being a vessel 
belonging to the Crow) in any harbour in the Colony or

BY COMMMED.

> y ?, Craigie

/•/h
I
i

i 
I 

/

3tanlay>14th September 1939* C*S.162/39

Colonial Secretary* \ \
\



r

H. henniker-heaton

Governor•

In virtue of the powers vested in him by Section
7 of the Falkland Islands Defence Regulations,1939,
His Excellency the Governor is pleased to order and it
is hereby ordered as follows:-

!• If and whenever an emergency shall have arisen
in which it is expedient for the public service that the
Government shall have control over the sending and
receiving of messages by any private wireless station
in the Falkland Islands or its Dependencies it shall be
lawful for any official or person authorised by me to
take possession of the station in the name of and on
behalf of His Majesty and to use the sae for His
Majesty's sorvicetand in that event any such officer or
person so authorised may take possession of the station
and use the same as aforesaid,and subject to any such
use may use the same or allow it to bo used for such
ordinary services as may in his discretion seem fit to
him,or may prohibit and take steps to prevent the use of5
the same and issue directions which shall be obeyed by
the licensee to prevent such use*

2» Any such officer or person so authorised as
aforesaid may, in any bench event as aforesaid,instead of
taking possession of the station as aforesaid ,direct
and authorise such person or persons as he may think

such manner as he may direct and such p rsone may enter
the

fit to assume the control of the sending and receiving <f 

messages by the station,either wholly or partly and in

ORD® FOR TH1 CONTROL OP VIRELSSS STATIONS IN 
TH?: FALKLAND ISLANDS AND IT3 DEPENDgig IES,



station accordingly or the said officer orthe
parson no authorised aforesaid my direct the

Licensee to submit to hi® or any person authorised

by him all zaaosages tendered for despatch or

received by the station or any tel ass or classes of

such messages to atop or delay the sending of any

messages or the delivery therecfcor deliver the sane

to him or his agent and generally to obey all such

directions with reference to ths sending,rocGiving

or delivery of messages as the eaid officer or

may prescribe anMper3on so authorised as aforesadd

the Licensee shall obey &n6 conform to all such

directlone

3* The Licensee shall obey any instructions
which may h© issued for observance during any such
emergency aa ^forcsrJd*

The Licensee eh&ll be entitled to4
reasonable compensation for ^nydamge to the
station arising in consequence of the exercise of
the powers conferred by paragrs&B * and 2 of this
Cyder,

Colonial Secretary*

I
/

/
, 6

4
<

/ :

BY COMMODt
(Sgd.) M.O. Craigie-Halkext

Stanley,I4th September,1939* C*S> 162/1939

A/• :.'
!



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Magistrate, .South- Georgia*-

To Colonial Secretary. 

Time :19 39.Despatched: 25th October 1900.

Time :19 39-Received: 1100.

No. 6g. With reference to the use of Wireless telegraphy
on British Whale Catchers grateful if you would inform me if
it may be used as formerly.

MAGISTRATE.

26th October,



r
Decode.

TELEGRAM.
The Colonial Secretary.From.

South. GeoThe MagistrateTo

27th October, 19 39 1520Time :Despatched:

19 ... Time :Received:

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

No. 57. Your telegram No. 65 the following order is in force 
in the Falkland Islands and its Dependencies.

1. The use of Wireless Telegraphy transmitting apparatus 
on board of any ship (not being a vessel belonging to the 
Crown) in any harbour in the Colony or its Dependencies is 
forbidden.2. The transmitting apparatus on board any such ship 
shall if the competent authority considers necessary for 
the due observance of this Order be dismantled to the 
satisfaction of such authority.3. The competent authority for the purposes of this 
Order is the Customs Officer South Georgia.



1939*
126,

I. have the honour to transmit six copies of
an OX'der fornthe control of L'ireless stations in

to—

in time of war, of Radio telegraphy on Merchant
\\ Vessels in harbours of the Falkland Islands and

under section 7 of the Falkland Islands
1939.

I have the lionour to bo,

(Sgfy t; .-

TIE RIGHT HDNonW&R
MALCOLM MACDONZd®

1939,
made by me on the l^th of September,

Sir,

gather with six copies of an order for the Control,

8th November 9

1!:xaR:;?ARY cf’atatm’fgi thj coLonisth

the Falkland Islands and its dependencies^

Dependencies^

' )c fence Regulati one9

Your most obedient, humble servant

Sir,

GOVSRIEE^IT H0W3,

3TAIJLBY,



Decode.
TELEGRAM.272

Secretary of State for the Colonies.From

p0 'His Excellency the Governor.

London 24.11. 1939 Time :

24.11. 79 39 Time : 1850

Secret Circular

Wireless telegraphy on ships. Following revised arrangements
have been approved and should be adopted forthwith ;

(1) Wireless cabinets on neutral merchant ships in
British ports at home and overseas to be sealed
in accordance with existing regulations

(2) Cabinets on British merchant vessels in harbours
in United Kingdom to be similarly sealed

(3) British merchant vessels in British ports overseas .
Where possible handle of each starter of main and
auxiliary sets to be sealed separately. When this
is not possible wireless cabinet itself to be sealed.

(4) French merchant vessels in ports in United Kingdom
and in British ports overseas. Procedure as in (3)
above.

French Government is being requested to apply reciprocal
arrangements as in (3) above to British merchant vessels
in French harbours in Europe and overseas.

Secretary of State

Un-numbered Secret Circular 
eSecret T^egram Shipping

Despatched:

Received: Cypher Office



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From Louden

To 26

Time :

Time :

Secretary of State.

Despatched:

Received:
No.100 secret.

II.E.The Governor

233o/2/12/3929

IVabc' vUCiu , < / 1
(b) Between/fa ctory vessels,tankers/and /catchers’ communicating
ith/’each other/when'’south of/55d.; i \ \ /
(c) / Between/ Saivwsens/ vessel's) South of/ 53d^approaching; South 

Georgia/and/ land]station) there/wireless telegraph)oriradio/tele­
phone and between 'company’a/catchers/and Leith Harbour/without/

Concessions' are restricted to esr'ential/service messages/with / 
1 “ » Suggest that the Magistrate' of '

Sout Georgia should1 be informed.

19

Sanction has been given for use of wireless telo- 
graphy/and telephone7by/whaling companies as follows’Begins

(a)/ Between 'factory/vessels south of 55)degrcos /and)owners/in cora- 
pan^fe^lpr i vat e / co dez,

(u/ .or? UWOCJjp VCOO-7XO j uailiv
with/'each other/when'south of/55d
(c)/Between/SalvriTclzJfz'___ ___ _ __

Georgia/and/ land] station) there/wireless telegraph) 
phone and 1 be twee n)eompany1s/cat ch ers and Leith Har 
references) by / radio/ telephone/when)catchers I are | south of/ 53d<,/ 

express/auproval of/masters.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Fmm. Colonial -Secretaxy.,.

..LLagist rateTo

Time : 07939.Despatched:

Time : e19 . . .Received:

Sanction has been given by the SecretaryNo, 7~1 Secret.
of State for use of fireless telegraphy and telephone by

(a) Between factorywhaling companies as follows begins in­
vessels south of 55 degrees and owners in companies private

tankers and catchers
(c)communicating with each other when south o.

Between Salvesens vessels south of 53 degrees approaching
South Georgia and land station there wireless telegraph or
radio telephone and between company’s catchers and Leith
Harbour without references by radio telephone when catchers are
south of 53 degrees. C 
service messages with expressConcessions are restricted to essential 

J approval of masters

code (b) Between factory vessels.

.,. ..South. .Georgia.

6th December,

55 degrees,



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From li-i-Ei The Governor 135

outSecretary of stateTo

Despatched: 19 Time :20/ ’ 2/J9
Received: 19 Time :
Secret, no.155

Governor

\ ith reference to your telegram 100 secret, (c)I reccomend that concessions to salvesen he extended to Argentina de Pesca Com. any no less to he relied upon not to abuse it. Especially important that radio telephony for catchers he allowed as these hoats form perfect patrol to give warning of approach of a raider



hl AVAL MESSAGE.3. 1320fC

1700/16. 59.

TO: •

bear .--j' '

bee arc £.iwn

Date.
Recoding.

(5/374.) Wt. 30557/B58S6. 100m pads.

Initials of Cypherer 
or Coder.

Time of Receipt in 
Cypher or Coding 

Office.

Originators Instructions: 
(Indication of Priority, 
AIDAC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).

such bo-'/'j’ '.'S- . b mbr -FL '■ '.'1"

Book or Table to be used for 
Cyphering or Coding.

Id sueh -enewy Vessels w - ig \• qjdLl signs .■ ■■_ ziLavly :--ok
’■ ' ''Y\, ' ' ■■■ ' , b? ' ,?

. • is

Intercept Group.

FROM:

b-’;y UO 5 0 •

Recyphering or

10/39. B. & S. Ltd. 51-5092.

F^^ise in
Cypher or
Coding Office 
only.

Arco'nancy Go’^rpnor*

ray >)Q to GWt 91 rub lone in baa UGlnulcrj.

/•oerotnr.-' of ctata.

;-r •-<••-< ' y-.r^s-•> Is ; • \ 9', for

Prora London»

/. ’C'K9‘!

:Va /■ .9 < davs seco ino fructo Cl ;iot to p;iTO
to nhirm dur^no \ • A-d.-kraltv aSidllav* Ins trust ions

p -■ ■ ■“ >:-3- ,■

bsayln?j to -'’.ip;.- oyi :?oqs^ct :; -.ouS.-' ^onpor be

British Coast stations s in War tlssa to. jave 9/F



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From ....C.olonial ..Sncreta.r

To

19 hO.Despatched: Time :

Received: 19 ... Time :

71 Secret Secretary of StateMy teleyram 11 o.10.

same
referred to teleyram.

Colonial Secretary.

I'o.

31st JanuaryP

has approved the granting to the Pesca Company of the 
concession as that ranted Salvesens in (c) of above

Ms.pistyate.p South Georgia,....



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Ho. 112.

S.e.c.reta.ry...o.f. ..State,From..

ToHis.....Excp.l.l.e.ncy thp;.j.CToyernpr.,. .Falkland Islands.

19 41Despatched: Time :

19 41 17.30.Received: Time :

Sanction has been given for use by whaling companies ofHo. 4 Secret.
wireless telegraph and telephony during 1940 - 41 season on lines indicates

vessels even for short messages will increase the possibility of enemy
raider ascertaining their position and that messages should be sent by
wireless only if absolutely essential.
C. 0.1.

Sth January
Sth January

.. ““.. ................ I

Oj in my telegram No.100 of December 2nd 1939 subject to the following amend- 
u ments:-

(i) In place of quote in private code of companies unquote read quote 
in merchant navy code "recode via Portishead radio and Admiralty unquote.

(ii) In place* of quote Salvesens’ vessels unquote read quote whaling­
vessels unquote.



2P
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

From.. Colonial...Se.c.r.e.tar.y.,

llagis.tr.a t.e.., S outh.. Georgia..To.

19 U1. Time :Despatched:

19 Time :Received: „

No. U. Sanction has been given for use ofSecret.
companies of wireless telegraph and telephony duringwhaling

19 W41 season on lines indicated in my telegram No. 71
subject to following amendments

It should be impressed on all concerned that use of
wireless by whaling vessels even for short messages will
increase possibility of enemy raiders ascertaining their
position and that messages should be sent by wireless only
if absolutely essential.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

(ii) In place of quote Salvesens’ vessels unquote read 
quote whaling vessels unquote.

(i) In place of quote in private companies code unquote 
read quote in merchant navy code recoded via 
Portishead Radio and Admiralty unquote.

1939,

9th January,

of Sth December,



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

South Georgia.Officer in ChargeFrom

Colonial Secretary.

Despatched: 19 Time : 20.25.1st October,
Received : 19 Time : 1U. 39.U1.2nd October,

Grateful instructions regarding use of wireless telephones77.
by whale catchers

Officer in Charge.

No. 8.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Colonial Sec etaryFrom..

Officer in Charge South Georgia*T»

Despatched: 19 Time :U1.
Received: 19 Time :

No.No. 65* Your telegram No. 77 wireless telephones until further
instructions procedure outlined in Naval Officer in Charge’s telegram
10.15/1U June 19U1 should be followed

Colonial Secretary*

6th October,



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

No. 163. From OFFICER. IN ...CHARGE SOOTH. GEORGIA.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.To

21st October, 79 41. Time : 1 9 50 •Despatched :

19 41. Time : 10. 30 •Received:

No. Your telegram 6.5. I am unable to trace telegram referred to#
Have informed Manager catchers not permitted use wireless telephones
until further notice# Grateful if I could have copy Naval Officer in
Charge’s telegram 10.15/14 June 1941 •

Officer in Charge.

23rd October,



SOUTH GEORGIA.

No. 76. Your telegram No. 89 wireless telephones following
is copy of message referred to begins Sanction has been

Secretary’s No. 71 6th December 1939 subject to following
amendment (1) For - in private companies code - read - in M.N.C.
recoded via Portishead Radio and Admiralty (2) For } Salvesens’

All recoding tables held by you are compromised therefore
arrange for local use only some system dual recoding with each
ship to ensure secrecy of communication. Telegrams should
then be passed to me by secret method whivh is understood only9

for onward transmission to Admiralty.
Impress all concerned that W/T should be used only if

of enemy raiders ascertaining ship^g position.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

given for use by whaling companies of W/T telegraph and 
telephony during I9ho/Ul season on lines indicated in Colonial

absolutely necessary as even short messages increase possibility

by me 9

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE,

vessels - read whaling vessels.



L 1320f.

Intercept Group.

10: FROM:
SECRETARY

• znanTtmoi ma

holloaing for SALVESEN TELEX LEITH begins?Lumber 95

Received orders to discontinue catcher telephones. Can anything be done

regarding, this matter.

RAC-NVALD HANSEN

Message ends

Officer ir Charge.

Date.
Coding.

(5/374.) Wt. 30557/D588G. 100m pads. 10/39. B. & S. Ltd. 51-5092.

1

NAVAL message.

1I j

Initials of Cypherer 
or Coder.

Time of Receipt in 
Cypher or Coding 

Office.

Originators Instructions: 
(Indication of Priority, 
AIDAC, NOTWT 
For Exercise).

For use in
Cyphe^or 
Coding Office 
only.

Book or Table to be used for 
Recyphering or Recoding.

FALKLMWS

Cyphering or

;;;.l

2 7 OCT 1941



50

i)ECODE.
TELEGRAM.

/• COLONIAL SECRETARYbrom

SOUTH GEORGIA.OFFICER IN CHARGETo

28th October, 19 U1. Time : •Despatched :

19Received:

1 of 6th December
Catchers may be permitted to

Your telegram No. 95 for Salvesen will notuse Wireless Telephones..

Colonial Secretary.

Time : •

o*No. 81. Your telegram No. 89 see my telegrams 
1939 and No. 4 of ^th January, 19U1.

now be despatched please inform Manager accordingly.



CIRCULAR
Downing Street,

£>tli September, 1942.

Sir,

less than three 'wireless operators.

(2^4 '

ISLANDSFALKLANDThe Officer Administering 
the Government of

I have to request that you will cause all interested, 
such as shipowners and. wireless companies, to be informed..

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

2.
parties,

With reference to Lord Moyne’s circular despatch of the 
24th October, 1941 on the subject of Wireless in relation to 
Merchant Shipping, I have the honour to inform you that I am advised 
by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that, owing to the rapid 
progress now being made in providing Merchant Ships with Wireless 
Telegraphy receivers of a type that will satisfy the provisions of 
S. R. & 0, 1941 No. 1284, and in accordance with the agreed policy 
that Merchant Ships in convoy will be required to maintain a 
continuous wireless watch as soon as the above-quoted 3, R. & 0. can 
be fully implemented, they intend to bring into force forthwith the 
regulations promulgated in S. R. & 0. 1940 No. 1331 modified to the 
extent that Merchant Ships of 2,500 tons gross or over whose 
equipment complies with S, R. & 0. 1941 No. 1284 shall be provided 
with not



Codress/Plaindress

FROM :
: iagi st. 3 te Gear gla

5 :- ’U; T

10

15,/3

20W-nrr .'3(1

25TillsThis hac caused i?iterl\rerj0e to '-dtasralty ana .Al-on&tc^n,

uscdkvxle^s .you have priority traffic riog VIC 50

35iO1%.1z/5A5

40

45

50
P/L Code or Cypher DateOperator P.O.O.W.System

Write 
Across ;

No. of
Groups :

For use in 
Signal 

Department 
only

.’U.H Im
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