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THAT DEAR OLD SCHOOL*

I recently paid a visit to my old school on Commemoration 

Day, after returning home from a life spent in a small Colony 

under the Southern Cross. Sitting there as of old in the 

scorching sun, watching the School XI as of old beating the 

Old Boys, all of whom look very young boys to me, the old days 

come back.

The parents are still complaining of the heat, they always 

did a3 soon as the sun came out, after months of complaining 

about the cold. The masters are still smiling and pretending 

that they are delighted to see everyone. Most of the boys 

look hungry. The little sisters look really happy, dear 

pretty little beggars, asking silly little questions about the 

game. The ground looks just the same. The grand old game 

goes on just the same.

Many v/ho learnt to play the game on this ground went to 

the War and did not come back. This adds to one's loneliness

on these occasions.

A contemporary cruises alongside, sits down and grills 

with one for a spell reminscing. What an improvement the 

enlarged chapel, the new swimming bath, and the grub-shop are l 

Let us hope for the sake of the present generation that the 

Masters are also an improvement on the lot we suffered under, 

an inquisitive lot, always asking awkward questions at awkward

times, and so narrow minded with it all, always expected their 

one answer, no alternatives about it. Cross-Words were unknown
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in those days.

My friend recalls how the question cropped up as to the 

meaning of S.P.Q.R. I alone in my form happened to remember 

the meaning, for, having noticed those letters in funny shapes 

painted over a greengrocer’s shop in the London Road, and being

"Small Profits Quick 

Returns", said the Pater. "The idea is, the fellow is prepared 

to sell his vegetables and fruit at a reasonable figure, 

instead of hanging on to them till they go bad, on the off 

chance of making a big profit, quite a sound plan, my boy."

puzzled, I had asked my Pater about it.

But no, that Master would have none of it, even insinuated that 

I was playing the fool, 

was "Senatus Populus-que Romanus,"

many of the solutions out of the Editor’s secret drawer are

The correct meaning according to him 

quite as far fetched as

to-day.

We spoke of those exciting train journeys to school when 

the weather was too terrible for bicycling, and how the smaller 

boys periodically went through compulsory tests to see if they 

were too heavy to travel up on the luggage racks marked "for 

light articles only", or too stout to travel underneath the

What a sartorial mess they used to get in to be sure, 

and what a mental mess we v/ere usually in, being so uncertain 

of those solutions i

seats.

1
Let us hope that they teach them some 

practical stuff nowadays, when they are not playing cricket, 

making use of that open mind, with which the Cabinet Ministers 

advise each other to approach questions and answers.
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ALBATROSSES AND AN ANCIENT MARINER.

The Black-Eyebrowed or Lesser Albatross, the commonest 

species of Albatross inhabiting the Southern Ocean, called 

locally Mollymawks, or Mollies, nest on certain of the out

lying islands of the Falkland Islands group in the South 

Atlantic.
For a nesting site some fairly high ground is necessary, 

so that these birds can take a header from a cliff in starting 

a flight in the manner of gliders off a hill; rising from the 

ground is a difficulty, especially from rough ground, as they 

have to run along a considerable distance with out-stretched 

wings like a taxi-ing aeroplane before they can take off into

the air.
to have endless powers ofOnce on the wing, they seem 

sustained flight, gliding for miles without taking a fresh 

stroke with their long, narrow wings, rising and falling and 

wheeling indefinitely, while a raging gale seems to increase 

enjoyment rather than to hamper their flight.

The adult birds are very handsome in their pure white

and breast, back and wings brownish black, 

bill, which is as long as the head and hooked

their

plumage on throat

tail slate-grey? 

at the end, yellowish; legs and feet yellow. Their name, 

from short slate-hlack bands on eitherBlack-eyebrowed comes
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The young Mollyraawks are pretty little grey downy things, 

and remain greyish brown till their first moult, with blackish 

bills and legs.

Coming on land from about the end of September, and 

remaining till March for nesting purposes, these Albatrosses

are seen around the Falkland Islands in April and occasionally 

through the winter months, and then roam over the Southern 

Ocean during the remainder of the year, visiting places as 

far apart as Australia, Kerguelen Land, New Zealand, Valparaiso, 

and even the North Atlantic.

They lay their single large egg (dirty white with reddish 

spots at the bigger end) which measures over four inches in 

length, in a conical nest of mud in vast rookeries or colonies 

of their own species, sometimes mingled with Rock-Hopper 

Penguins or white-bellied Shags, usually during the first or 

second weeks of Octoberj and unlike the Rock-Hoppers, if robbed j 

of their egg, they do not lay another, but just put in their 

time hanging about and behaving as if they had as much to do 

the rest till the end of the season on land.

Rock-Hoppers on the other hand, when robbed, will lay two 

or three clutches, the last eggs being considerably larger in 

size than their first laid.

as

Mollymawk!s eggs are valuable for eating, they have less 

distinctive taste than the various Penguin eggs and are much 

A fried Molly egg will cover a dinner plate, and,larger.
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together with a few mutton chops, make a fair meal for a hungry 

Many Falkland Islanders do not consider hen eggs worth 

troubling about for eating unless they can get half a dozen 

A cutter boat went down one Spring to the 

Beauchene Island, v/hich lies about thirty miles south of the

man.

at a time.

Falklands, landing an ancient mariner to stay there by himself

He had a license to kill 100 fur seals, foruntil fetched.

that island is one of their few breeding grounds, and he was 

to collect as many Mollymawkfs eggs in boxes as possible.

When taken off six weeks later, his total bag amounted to four 

seal skins only, but about 10,000 Molly eggs, 

rather a ragged condition, tied up with bits of string, for

birds had pecked off practically all his buttons as he went

He was in

the

amongst them.
The seal skins did not pay for the license, but the eggs, 

taken in to Port Stanley, sold fairly readily at about 

10/- per 100, until, about a week after getting in, three other 

sailing boats came in with cargoes of 12,000 and 7,000 Gentoo

when

Penguin eggs, and some thousands of Rock Hopper Penguin eggs

The egg market at once became very sticky, andrespectively.
the remaining few hundred Molly eggs could not even be given

They were stored in a shed, and some got broken and

attention of the Inspector of Nuisances as they

He ordered them to be

away.

attracted the
out of the door one warm morning.ran

so theA Church sale happened to be on, 

hurriedly carted round and presented to the
instantly removed.

remainder were
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lady In charge on the optimistic assertion that when blown 

they would be worth 10/- a piece to collectors; 

road was rough, and most got broken, and they were finally 

dumped in a tank behind the Cathedral, where their remains were 

discovered years afterwards past all hope even for a collector.

but alas the

{
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