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APPORTIONMENT of £500 received for Life Salvage.

£500.Amount of Salvage
8. 8.£Deduct expenses.

ITet amount fox* apportionment

The Owners abandon their right to a proportion subject
to the Manager and Staff receiving the following sums:-

^£100. -

£391.12.

Master & Crew of Tug 0 Samson11

Heiners

nPlymn Crew

4. 6. 2

£234. 5. 1Carried forward

7.
5.
5.

V/. B. Dixon 
F. Hardy 
W. LIcAtasney

H. Jones
J. Evans
A. Neilson
V. A. H. Biggs.
J. Lanning

In charge 
Engineer 
Seaman
Foreman Carpenter 
Boy

£
£
£

Mr W. A. Harding
W. C. Girling 
L. V. Oswald 
B. Girling

£491.12. -

H. Thomas
P. Kills
G. F. Atherton
R. Atkins
J 9 May
A. Pattersen
T. Lanning
A. Sedgwick
J. Ratcliff

£491.12. -

3.11
7.10
7.10

3. 7
1.11

Leaving as proportion of Captain, Crews and others 
assisting .......

APPORTIONMENT between Captain, Crews and others 
assisting.

£ 50. -. -£ 26.19. 4
£ 12.17. 6
£ 10.15. 9
£ 10.15. 9£ 12. 2. 9
£ 10,15. 9
£ 10.15. 9
£ 10.15. 9

Manager 
Asst ” 
Clerk 

ti

Master.
Engineer
Asst ”
Fireman 

it
Boatswain
Cook etc 
Seaman 

it

£ 16.
£ 15.
£ 10.15. 9
£ 13.19. 9
£

£50.
£25. -.
£15.
£10.



ST Benet Chambers,

FENCHURCH STREET,

(graceohurch Street Corner.)

London, e. c.

January 28th 1913.

Dear Sirs, Receivers of Wreck
It appears to us that the first thing that is necessary to give

ths Receiver jurisdiction to interfere is that Wreck is found in
some part of the British Dominions and is unclaimed. ye may lihen take
possession and assume command of fill persons present and assign
duties &c &c to them the salvage of the wreck being entirely under
the Receivers jurisdiction but if the Master and crew of the vessel
are on board he cannot interfere with them unless he is requested
to do so by the Master.

As in the first case you were appointed agents for the Owners
and the Master was on the spot it appears to us that the Receiver
was unduly officious and had no right whatever to t;. e charge of
everything unless he was so requested by the Mas or and by you as
the Owner’s agents. He had no right to sell sundry boats cabin fitt­
ings silver plate ropes &c belonging to the ship,the owner is
entitled to his own property and he had no right whatever to sell
any valuable rams which were consigned to you.

You and the Captain as representing the ship and the prox>erty

thereon were clearly entitled to salve any property you were able

The Palkland I siands Company 1i mi t ed
61 Gracechurch street

Scotts 10™ Edition.
A. B.C. 5T” Edition.

Partners,. 
Francis Ince.

G. Brace Colt.
John O. Ince.
E. G. Roscoe, 

(Examiner in Admiralty.)

/7 .
** IncesColt, Ince & Roscoe, 

Sol ijg.,t t o r s.

TeW,.ams, 

Incisive-Grace, lon don.
Telephone 2224 Central.

Codes
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wreck "both as regards ship and cargo and it appears to us

It was your and the owners duty to salve the rams if possible and the
you as the consignees and

the owners' of the property
We are of opinion that your view is quite correct and that the

Receiver of wreck has no power whatever except to dispose of unclaimed
property

Under the 518th section of the Merchant Shipping Act even if
the owner of property on board the Ship which has been abandoned
finds ox* takes possession of the wreck if he is the owner he gacts
keeps the property even under these circumstances and gives notice
to the Receiver of the district that he has taken possession of same
and gives particulars of marks &c so that the propert might be
identiTied

If a Receiver properly takes possession of a wreck he has to
advertise as provided by the Act the property of which he has taken
possession and under the 521st sec: he is bound with property that
is not of a perishable nature to hold it for a year during which
period any owner may claim the property and he is entitled to poss­
ession after paying any salvage fees and expenses due in respect of
the property The Receiver of wreck is not entitled to salvage

If the property is damaged or is of a perishable nature and
cannot with advantage be kept or is under the value of £5 or is

2

that the receiver of wreck under the circumstances you state had as 
much jurisdiction over your property as the man in the moon

Owners could properly then deliver them to

from^ie



of which the owner is in possession on the spot and in respect of

which the owner can prove his title to such property

Vfe think it would be well if you were to kindly send out to the

Falkland Islands a copy of this letter because Receivers of wreck

are very officious and constantly are endeavouring to clothe themsel

vss with an authority they do not ossesSjQ.iey are only really a

necessary evil in the shape of officialdom where neither the paster

the crew nor the owners of the vessel are in possession of the

wreck their duties arise when it is clear the property will be lost

without their intermeddling

Yours faithfully .

t-

no?* ^-sufficient value for warehousing the Receiver may at once sell 

if he is properly in possession but clearly he cannot sell property



ST BENET CHAMBERS,

E

London, e. c.

February 4 th 1913

Dear Sirs,
Islands Ordinance No 3Enclosed we return you the Talkland

does not in any way alter
what we stated to you in our letter of the 28th ulto

’7e have underlined in red ink the words which are of vital
importance and which practically stop the Receiver from interfering

and his crew and the owners wereThe paster of the ship was there
spot and under these circumstances w*represented by your house on the

consider the Receiver had no right to interfere in the management
of the ship or the delivery of the Rams to you unless he w as requests*
bo to do by the Master and this was not the facto

Yours faithfully

fenchurch Street,
(Gracechurch Street Corner.)

The Falkland Islands Company limited 
Gracechurch st

of 1899
We are of opinion that this document

Inc a, Colt, Ince & Roscoe.
S O TO R S.

T HIRAMS, 

Incisive-grace, lon don.
Telephone 2224 Central.

Codes Scotts 1Ot.” Edition.
A.B.C.5™ Edition.

Partners, 
Francis Ince.

G. Brace Colt.
John O. Ince.
E.G. Roscoe.

(Examiner in Admiralty.)



u

E

■February 4 th 1913

Dear Sirs,
Enclosed we return you the Falkland Islands Ordinance No 3

what we stated to you in our letter of the 28th ulto
We have underlined in red ink the words which are of vital

importance and which practically stop the Receiver from interfering
The paster of the ship was there and his crew and the owners ware
represented by your house on the spot and under these circumstances we,
consider the Receiver had no right to interfere in the management
of the ship or the delivery of the Rams to you unless he w as requested!
so to do by the Master and this was not the fact.

Yours faithfully

♦

■

i

Tie Falkland Islands Company limited 
Gracechurch st

■'•ni

Of 1899
We are of opinion that this document does not in any way alter

/ /

! /O
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SAtTAGa ASSOCIATION. (Copy)

19, Birchin Lane,
L 0 N D 0 N, E.C. 7th February, 1913.

The Manager,

Pacific Steam Navigation Corap any,

LIVERPOOL.

.Dear Sir,

I refer to our telephonic communication of to-day on the
subject of the cargo washing ashore at the Falklands.

I have, of course, not had the advantage of seeing any
formal contract which may have been signed; but I think we are
entitled to assume it is in the usual form, and this would certainly
not give the contractors any preferential rights in connection with
cargo washing ashore; I would recommend you to instruct your
agents to take charge of any such cargo, and deal with it to the -
best advantage, treating any expenses they may incur as a first
charge againtt the value or proceeds. if the salvageOf course,
contractors can manage to pick up any of this cargo, they will seek
to be allowed their percentage on it.

I gather that the Receiver of Wrecks at Port Stanley is
claiming to take possession of cargo etc.,
instruct your agents to point out to the Receiver that you, as Ship-

are the legal custodians of the entire property, and areowners,
entitled to deal with it through your own representatives, subject,

to tie due payment of any charges which may legitimatelyof course,

"ORAVIA."

G

a.nd, no doubt, you will



2

attach for salvage. If the Receiver of Wrecks is reasonable
and acts in accordance with the practice here, he will leave
matters to your agent.

Yours faithfully,
(SgdJ J. LOWREY,

Secretary.

I ]I

i

i J



copy.
London, 4th February, 191o.

I thought at the

In the case

Messrs.The pacific Steam Navigation Co., 
Liverpool.

Receiver of Wrecks,

all this property was voluntarily handed to the Receiver to be 
dealt with, or whether he asserted his right to interfere. In

Dear Sirs,
When Mr.Connell was in London last week, I gave him a copy 

of a letter from our Solicitors on the duties and powers of the 
as established under the Merchant Chipping 

Act, which I believe he has passed on to you.
time that this act was in force at the Islands, but I have since 
found a local Ordinance which was built on it, and this I sent 
to our Solicitors, asking them if it in any way modified their 
opinion. I have just heard from them that it does not; and I 
enclose for your consideration, their further letter, together 
with a copy of the Ordinance, both of which I shall be glad to 
have back when you have done with them.

The question is a very important one for us.
of the "Oravia", we find that, although the Master was on the 
spot, and we were your Agents, the management of the whole affair 
was taken out of our hands, as far as we can learn, and that the 
Receiver even took possession of and sold cabin electroplate and 
sundry of the ship's fittings, as well as some rams which had 
been consigned to us, and about which there are already signs of 
trouble with the Underwriters. What I cannotfind out is whether



s
the former ease, it Bay have been done through misapprehension, 
and our objection must fall to the ground; but in the latter we 
cannot accept the pretensions of the Receiver without protest. 
On the actual facts you have, I have no doubt, a statement from 
Captain I-oole, which ought to leave no doubt about the matter.

If you agree that this is an important matter, - and if left 
alone it will stand as a precedent - perhaps you may think it 
worth while to ask the opinion op your own Solicitors. When I 
was in .Stanley, in my capacity as Lloyd's Agent, and on behalf 
of Underwriters who specially instructed me, I dealt with numer- 
ous wrecks, and directed the disposal of thousand of pounds' 
worth of cargo, in doing which the Receiver of Wrecks never 
dreamt of interfering with me. If things had been then as they 
are now, I could not have moved a step without his sanction and 
approval.

I am leaving for Liverpool tomorrow night, and hope to have 
the pleasure of calling upon you on Thursday.

I am, Dear Cirs, yours truly, (Cigned) Fredk .11. obb. 
Managing Director.



Copy
London, 7th February, 1913.

Messrs.The Pacific Steam Navigation Co.,
Liverpool.

All the letter mails were brought up by

1e have sustained the following losses:- two boats takenW-

n &C.,&C.

lowing:-
"Salvage of 'Lails.
"the Plym, and the parcel mails were landed conjointly by the 
"Samson and one of the ’'/halers."

"out by the Flym worth £36 each have been swamped alongside
the Whalers, and completely lost
The above extracts refer to two of the subjects discussed 

yesterday.
Regarding the position of a shipmaster with regard to ship 

and cargo, I beg to re^er you to the opening sentence in the In­
structions to Lloyd's Agents on page 1007 of the Appendix to this 
year's Lloyd's Register. Captain Toole had the whip hand, if he 
had chosen to use it; whether he could leave the place and del­
egate that power is another story, and I am much pressed for time.

Yours truly,
(Signed) Fredk.E.Oobb.

Managing Director.

Dear Sirs,
From Mr.Harding's advices of 25th November I take the fol-



Copy

THE PACIFIC sTEAm NAVIGATION COMPANY,

Liverpool, 8tli Feb. 1913.

London.

F.L.Cobb,Esq.,
The Falkland Islands Co.Ltd.,

Dear Sir,
duly received your letter of yesterday, for which weWe

,N. account taking same Valparaiso "Oravia"

thank you.
Ve have this morning received a radio from the "Oropesa", 

via Fort Stanley, reading as follows
"Oravia" salvage abandoned Divers cannot work,boats
"bought P.S.V „ ."totally submerged no cargo saved. Hobson".

We may say that after you left us we ± got into tele­
phonic communication with Mr.Lowrey of The London Salvage 
Association, so as to be quite sure what our position would be 
towards the Punta Arenas Contractors if any wreckage came ashore.
’e also showed the attitude taken up by the Receiver of Wrecks, and 
now have pleasure in enclosing copy of Mr.Lowrey’s reply, which 
is self-explanatory. It more than ever shows that both our 
Captain and our Agents were wrong in not asserting themselves.

Yours faithfully,
For the Pacific Steam Navigation Co., 

(Signed) Frederick Alcock.
General Manager.



Copy

FLEET’ENG

PUNTA. arena;.

Gravia as Agents you are legally entitled to take charge of

wreck and cargo.

Pacific.
Assert your position.

protest against action of Receiver.



12th February, lb.

which only arrived

Government is responsible.

Messrs.The Pacific Steam Navigation Co., 
Liverpool.

Dear Sirs,
I have your favour of the 8th inst., 

yesterday morning.
The letter from Mr.I owrey is very satisfactory, and 

gratifying to myself personally, as I have asserted from the 
beginning that the action taken by the Receiver was ultra vires.

It appears now that you are in a good position to notify 
the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies that you will, 
in due time, formulate a claim on the colonial Government for 
the loss sustained by your company through the seizure and 
wrongful sale of your boats, cabin fitting, plate, rifles,&c., 
the Receiver of ’/recks being a person for whose actions the 

The measure of your loss would be 
the difference between the prices at which the various articles 
were sacrificed at auction and their value to you if trans­
ferred to other ships of your line. Probably the difference 
between £6 and 5/-, as representing the cost and sale price 
of your rifles would be the largest item; the whole thing 
might not amount to much, but there is a principle concerned, 
and, if no protest is raised, the late proceedings may some 
day be quoted as a precedent in a case involving much larger



- 2 -
sums.

kicking.

You asked me to draw up a cable, to be transmitted to 
at Punta Arenas on the 17th inst.

I
f

meet the "Orissa" , instructing
On readingour manager to assert our rights as your Agents 

Ur .Lowrey’ s letter, it occurs to me that the message would have 
much greater force if signed and sent by your goodselves, and I 
enclose a suggestion, which you may be able to code.

I beg also to submit for your consideration whether it 
would not be well, in case you write to the Colonial Office, 
to add a suggestion that the Secretary of State might think it 
desirable to inform the Governor by cable that your agents are 
not to be interfered with. This might save some trouble during 
the six weeks that will elapse between the receipt of your 
cable and its confirmation by mail.

hi th regard to what you say about your Captain and your 
Agents not having asserted themselves, no doubt it would have 
been better if they had done so, but they were not sure of their 
ground, and had no legal advice at hand. The main fact is that 
the Receiver took the initiative; and when a Colonial Official, 
with the Governor at his back, puts his foot down, I know from 
my experience in the Falklands that there is not much use in 

The only course in such a case is to submit under 
protest, giving the Government formal notice in writing that 
they are acting on their own responsibility, and it would have 
been better if this had been done; though the want of it does 
not relieve the Executive of their liability.

Yours faithfully,
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PERSONAL. Copy
/ 28th March, 1913.>>

The Wrecks Ordinance
which I have before

me .
and the difference between them.

Act of 1894 Ordinance of 1899
511-2. The Receiver shall not It shall not be lawful for such
interfere between the Master Receiver to interfere between the
and the crew of the vessel in Master of such ship and his crew
reference to the management
thereof, unless he is request­
ed to do so by the master.

All cargo and other articles
belonging to such ship as afore­
said that may be washed on shore
or otherwise taken from such

otherwise lost or taken from
the vessel shall be delivered
to the receiver.

519-1. Any cargo or other ar­
ticles belonging to or separ­
ated from the vessel, which 
may be washed on shore or

in matters relating to the manage­
ment thereof unless he is request­
ed so to do by such Master.

ship shall be delivered to the 
Receiver. If any person, whether 
he is the owner or not, secretes

/
Dear Connell,

Thanks for your letter^

1899,

ponding ones in the Ordinance,

, is evidently built on the Imper­
ial Act, the Merchant Shipping Act of 1894 9

It is worth observing the clauses in the Act and the corres-

I quite see the reason for the hes­
itation felt by the PSNC, but to mee there seems to be all the 
more reason for having the thing thraJed out now, as the "Oravia 
case will stand as a precedent for all time, unless something 
is done.



■ 2. If any person, whether the

or to any person authorized byor refuses to del-or article,
him to demand the same, suchiver the same to the receiver
person shall for each offence beor any person authorized by

him to demand the same that9

Act.
especially those who are not

refers to the management of the crew and not
the Act puts
Ordinance "crew".

drafting.

cal.

owner or not, secretes or keeps 
possession of any such cargo

built on the Act, it is legitimate to infer that if the transposi­
tion of these words alters the sense, it is the result of careless

or keeps possession of any such 
cargo or article, or refuses to 
deliver the same to the Receiver

occurs in both, and 
lawyers, that it

As to cargo, and its disposal, the two are practically identi- 
Why, with the Act of Parliament in his mind, and with a 

knowledge that he of all men should possess of the usual custom 
observed in the cases of wrecks, should Mr .Lowry write so confideiily

person shall for each offence 
be liable to a fine not ex-

liable to a penalty not exceeding 
£100.

"vessel"

ceeding one hundred pounds.
You will see that the differences are entirely verbal ones, 

and that the Ordinance does not confer greater powers than the
With regard to interference,

many would say,

that it should be pointed out to the Receiver that the PSNC, as 
shipowners, are the legal custodians of the entire property, and 
are entitled to deal with it through their representatives, further,

the vessel, although 
immediately before "management", and the 

But, since the Ordinance is understood to be

"thereof"



9

When we see that

9

case

J

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) Fredk.E.Cobb.

that if' the Receiver is reasonable, and acts in accordance with the 
practice here, he would leave matters to their agent, He would not 
write lightly or without consideration on such an important subject, 
and, although he may not have been aware of the local Ordinance, 
since the latter is identical in terms with the Act, the course 
followed under the one, in hundreds of cases no doubt, should be 
adhered to under the other,.

, acting under what is clearly a misinter­
pretation of the law and of his powers, the Receiver has seized 
the Pacific Company's spoons, rifles, and boats, not to mention 
other trifles, from under the noses of their Captain and Agent, 
and that he has taken forcible possession of at least one 
of goods, consigned to a resident in Stanley, and sold it by auc­
tion, can we possibly let such things pass without making some 
effort to prevent the recurrence of such atrocities? And if he 
really takes his stand on an error in interpreting the Ordinance, 
which prescribes precisely to same procedure as the Act, under 
whichMr.Lowry defines what is usually done, is there any way of 
getting matters xsg righted, except by putting the facts before the 
Colonial Office;? I have before said that I cannot do it; I should 
be told at once that if the PSNC did not object their agents had 
less right to do so. I can puts the facts before Lloyd's, but 
might get snubbed even by them.
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1 rent,
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■vaftnin ' an 110 re,
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l-.ecelver r;-.pear
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i..ux tn^.n li* tae

and taat ne aan no ^i 7.1b to
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tut the action of the
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L-c^rd ae interfere

.‘•oliciwn on the sutK set.

’’s aipcv'ners,
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’■•nd it

rataev 1 -r-viin r to tie? idea, on the ^ordinr of

relrn ’in •• eo tae ~ .dp,

of Xiia ?1 re on
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•ascertain precisely mt, ■?, bcv-aiver in -idi cc unbryto

ftculo <-c in ir <11 a? •■•....

you su ? “est in tne lott-.r already quoted.

<ive on wis • oint '.'ill . Co. ftre nottjild ft'.
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BALV a FATfvN ID, Bl rebin Lnne ♦

London, .

5 th Lay, 191b.

F

The F;and T rl atidn ( or: yany, i td.,
<

Lear >ir.

duly received your favour of the 36th ultimo and have now hadA
cjy wemoiy witii regard to tue cireuu>etances

of txii .; case.

I a.:

through your friends at lort tanley.

why . r. Hardin.

ease is reoeivin

which rtferonce in wade br,t there is a specific state, ent in the

to give me a copy, that

an opportunity of refreshing

61.,

sent J .-epartr: ent.
I have not before a copy of the “Local ’.'reck ordinance" to

“uUk

I:r

exaggerated views ao to their right of intervention in cases of thin 
kind representation'! will have to be iwle through the proper aoveni-

. (an&ging

uisposod to ihdak that there aay pc;-..:iuly bo soke kis'aac’cr- 
standing a:, tc the basis on .vhich the.LeceRver of .reck intervened 
in this c.i:;e and it woul<; porhaps be well to ascertain definitely

There is probably no reason 
should not discuss the position quite frankly with 

letting them know that the 
attention or. this side ;vv’ that if they have

the governor ano the '.eceiver of "<’reek,

1-i rector,

letter fro;:i the Hovornor to hr . Acock, of which he was good enough
“there wae no attesapt on the part of the

i'rroA'eehureh treet,

. ... obb, .'-q.,



TMa-vJig- t

your local Agents pud

.T''-rk <r-< o<dnd On. *'

auth ’•*■':>•' or crowded the authority usually by receiver':

y-trv will largely t/.-rr. upon the or tent tn wb.’eh, If

at aV* , there was ad abandonr<^nt of the property by the owners1

the - s. ■,. - -.'. your 01 ■ ••'-•• y.

to which you refer, the practice here is perfectly clear \: ■- ere

liabilities which have oeen incurred ovi verst,

until theix* lieu is protected by au adequate guarantee on behalf of

iiU

qusntly deliver a salved vessel or salved property to the receiver 
of kreck aud in suc-n cases he retains possession on their behalf

those interested in t>*e property.
I should hope if the question is frankly discussed at iort 

reason to fear any future

the

c.p

ordinary case where trie
Owners or anyone representing the (Mderwriters on the property has the re-c'■'. aryintervened and talc on zj- ton u, but where property Is. aban<k>ned whether 
it be the ship itself in '• wrecked condition or portions of the 
ship or cargo washing ashore the Receiver of .reck does t.-yre possess­
ion and retains possession until soiae accredited person or pornonr 
intervenes and -dves Mm an undertaking to be responsible for any

as you Jcnow, fre-

r-53 -• p •• • ■?■ f pT-. o -P , nf7 J: py> fj .£ p(4 r. * VPr 0

’.reek in this-

Receiver ts interfere with

r ao 3of thin*’ thererepres ont ?,t; ves

should b-s pjiyfJJ.ng in the Local ordinance which would conflict with 

the law and /ractiee in this country and, as indicated in the letter

■'stain Jos7r*>r • '•.r-; <s.cnto 
iver ’ as consulted an- worked •;!.

done nothi ng Yntho''t t/icir sanction J’

in no interference on the part of the receiver of .rec : in auy 
aptaln or other re-retentative of the

.trailey it will be found there 1:



any wrecked
a" the leered!ted

Ti.c 75. ---i rtar^e o
be c
derived fi\;< i'• ? war?
that apart fror. any qr. ^tion o^ !••• proper intervention the local

they eilor ly claiui to take poj^es^ion without the authority of the

concerned .vre , ro ?<red to tai
carefully Ilcc the whole question, but ar. I h.avo indicated 1 think
there roy be soL.e mVundprstandini

5?

a- tain wanunder the eireuE^tancen <jf this ca^e theadv-imtage'.

reck than appears.
Youra faithfully,

t) .ijU ili. A..(>igiied)
Secretary.

'vtain

"giving it up without protest
■.reek or his repre mutative suggested to the ■ aptain 

that the wisest thing he could do would be to allow the ..ocelver to 
take pos'serrion of what had been salved and deal with it to the best

f ere
the

aptain w.: r, the ■ aptain aua other representatives of the parties
e charge it will be necessary to go very

the part of

-01

e of tbe *f rav?v*

put it.

Auti'.crj-tief: h.-.< rerderer’ ir/cfrl service*

the receiver o”

the way of turning

It i not that

attc pt o;.

r v?:ree with you ti^t i.f

-.9c v ’-?ry veil
' VyJsLv value in certain o^r:e^, ar.d the ir ?rc: ^ion T 

overrior*^ letter ir- tb« <:>/’

■ ivernor or keepiver o4* '-reck to i.
the ■’? f.c-Tetlnr?-vry autl^ority of the 

vessel cuih or your 
and ^iidei wr I ter': o

, ar you
,g and ti-.ir, 1/ pree.-lcri in confin ed

9 the

no doubt b food dual worried and, probably thinkiiig tbac nothing 
&uch could be saved, he i ay have quite willingly gone furtner in

over the property to tb.e custody ol ti.;e ^.eeeiver

by the action of the barter with regard to the property In



13.Wnh Cay,

rT.

f* n.l’rrp -.’Q ,\<, .-;O cj anion,

^ircnin Lane, L.r,IQ,

^ir,

t*r v • • u c f Mie 5tl1eCOlpt, Of ’TITI have to a/clcnerle* the

nad _f ^ot 1 teninstant, no -^ich i n’jci 1*

-■'air-in ? . ‘c1 roro

; •Wly.

■ :> re i ist:--; j.n/:in asable no

Mve oi- .:- 3Gk in t e r/enc > in Mieuo Me basis on '■ ilea

1 enclose a copy ox Mie local a reoka Ord-coi‘ M 1'3

tase«i on Mie -eruti^'G ■ • ii?s;in,j; net,,

■/.Il ' j L-j ■.. ipei rex* <ut,.• clause 12, wiuii p-^K.-uT*i'tes biiat,

c-. Mie i'clony Mie iveueiver oi‘ bae disMriut, shall lo/’vhu/i'bn pro-

an<i tAke Une co.-, r^nd euc” .fills nas ueen lit,-coed to suuii . la.ue,

erally interpreted, not, only in tails ease, but, in several previous

snd, in tne nbsonue oi‘ cny le:<nl advice, iias been ace optedones,

vitaeut question or protest. under clause 11,■ -o rec ver,

error sliall uiircu^nout uie Colony nave one reneral supe °intendenue

, and in a Cro-vn Colony his

L I

11 •diei’-ivv ■-* --.my •• ;-ip is t’branded or in <-lst7‘ess ^ituin Mie lit its

"tile (rov-

i ay Mi at t‘'.ie'”,c

' ivia'.

oi‘ all i.'iH.uters. relanin : to wrecks”

i-vc r alic^ '-a,--»l.ier,

id ■. ■ •? ' ti J c^ii'lo . . 'c-. ’,c

and can sayinance, Ph t,

%25e2%2596%25a0/.Il


' LrolUT/e. It is clear, therefore,
country there is nr interference, ,*t rf the

eceiver r? . ^eck ir "ry r^^innry cn.se ■rncre nte Captain r^ ether

Indc-?rrlt-aentativQ of th.-ev . ^rtin .7- thec ’ ’ -nycne

i ■’ft th-; '• ' f)T» .'.rr V’-'.os•r’:

Vr’ru'-'h the ; wi^-r of tack the •eneral upe* d nd ence. ‘' ev-

tMnps cri’l^ be

In 1?74,v'ill . ’ ■ 1 ( 5 . e vessel nri..pd the *ith •’ oar-

'"'lour .-> n-'l •ent to tit a srebnc

Lie -' ’rt once t ■>- olf. <cc’* ir <tril liono frov tri^ Orp-•. rent,

tain,

ri e,rut en r J.ntr.r^en ti on on tie t of b -•'•'? j ° .•.?j_ver’. On the

CO 1 of c- ’ :o of meatTjes: •’itnor n

bleaker Island, :;id, vritin-; cn the 11b.i cf Junes

" -il 1x'ol-c^'ln ;, our • cuin c in oi ct-

icn vibxi r?ji ? c-^L.,e in tne .■ rhs oi Oct j j^jiv?,r oi’ tnd^ecks,

?. survey ol. the

it is evident

1 tnink that you /.'ill yrcu that ?,n. nnh ^•■•c;u-\n-/<in-.j; it '.-.Id be

a/rriveo at as to the liuits of irroeri'erence ’</ tne Authorities,

wnen a •.aster or •>’ent is able an;- • illin; bo supervise tne man-

ayeLent oi' ■■nonerty. Insoruut-

1 nyh oo-/n tne tact that record in ■; to -hy-

F P^Q | 9

( ‘

n " >n

’lie openin : par-;, craph oi” ’*

«n . ,

c 1 oi f ?v case,

s on the prop ?r1 y ] a? ii ♦ rv sr 1,

'•'-eclr^ in the Tslrndg,

ions !.G Lloyd’s a Cents”

that, v ..lie in this

that on that oc< ision LLso the * jeeiver u iu ><i the sntire cc u-

so i>r r.iotiiin/ nas Leer done itn

' ’jUik’l C !

1 U i -(

per 5ry, !, 3

rreck, or sale of anythin ? bn ■ be sal

•/c’ 'Iv^.ve, ca’•’•pin ■ she ■aole ’ vuyh

r-1 ine.tp.ncer of the nevr orre^ of

ay, 19031 t-he

*i,rrrin, rut one



llsri law Mie w-after :ent of ; • . ipow ner,

('CrinJ r-vy toMi ip -’.nd otl ;j o 1 Jc . c

? 0 •-. |j - ’ 1 .

M '.a 7 '"r' orty

1 h * 1 f '■~r I M

-'M/’a not ,
r' lv ■ aster, Ftrueted '• -j, o 1n-

C ) .

’ view

.vcu 1c .•we Mij

<_o Lclouial Jilice. But

oul< tunt cd.urse Ct ICUsl.y til J ..core JcV-V orl s u cm c au e s s ary.

vouLL ;m c ■ be bo be 'Gkecl Mint an -men- in s lau;:.e ini xi0 conave

•pn.^ed, providin’ Mr<t nothin< in Mie ordinance suould be co -

strued as ixiter .Coring' with uie ci cuts of Mie

•1 ters c£ Mie | ’< erty. Ir you wereor the

r- ard i n * ,/c ur.. z 1 f, io -ci'ld uome -iMi iar i.ore x'oroo Mnn anyMxin r

Miat, uould oe vrit/ben i*ro?ci b_iis cilice.

■/iMi re to Mie .rovemor1 s FUpe-’in yj.ndonce, Miere is one

feature tnax, .i.imt, uake Mie «.l-

M.cupi not n. 13Y/yer, he _cl s Mie position ol Giiiel bus blue ox'

the Colony. It is lUibe conceivable that a shipmaster, taking

ezueption t/j sone act ox' nis as Superintendent ol ■recks, ni ent

make him in that capacity a defendant in iiis cm Court, a some-

i

' 1 ’

c .‘

:eneral s uj 51 •! n- 

b-iij'i it Mivi.. -S.o jG

Mic^itler take t.h

a V' r,el lias,

nt f-jocia?! '• 1•: ut nv r-

■•Tit j be ..

bo in s true b <0.

■ • taken ■. the -i -- ei ■ t au-

:-reci-'l ~r-ryr r'-n t-^ke * r.r^y the c< “t'~ri over

>c ••' jrm -ent iron

claii s bo nn.rc

,csition ■’■•-k’rKrd, the Miat,

be .if. c-.^r-fe; 1 ut tnt rr' ’.:r .an rint

-Ol'ld U.MOk t

k, .'nt, C..:

• •: cel •' -.•ion, or ^n-'ene olre inte?'* b-ted in •ns-cK ;d

ris ter, the cvniers,

P-’c-i ‘ t ir fact,

Q'T’b 5-- -rr,L-. 2 -> p '?r ” C"■ n

Mie unjj leas ant necessity cl mj appeal

tc coming be - 'eement

a-ert, 'be.

M.? . eeject, ■ iMi

ci irith

‘,’C ■> - "'I
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1;,$ biroLia j.cuie,
Lui.•.-.a/u, ® < 9

1U1S.

: OfidOB .

bear ir,
"utiAVlh"

l

enough to send.

the int ation Mid effect of Clause 12. k’his lause
l-iu'9 611 it. the merchants; .Lij.’-'i..!;-;
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! aih Kueii obliged for your favour o* today and for the copy 
of the Falkland Islands local
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it th

reeks br'iinance which you are good
> ar- glad to nave had an opportunity of seeing 

this as ’■ think it it clear that tnere has been a ra uund«r-
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wording is soniewhat 
as 
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accordance with the practice in thin country.
I shall bo •■.lac to know what you think »ould Le be;teourRe

is praetii all„ ld..i.tical . Hh
.hot -and t’.o a. .thurity to
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position o'p salvors and io net intended to refer to the .aptain and 
branded vessel or to as/nts acti.ng on behalf of \iir with

the authority ol the wners or Underwriters. Th
unfortnnate,

staia-iiig as t

"t•<;<' the €".'•••• ?.'."iid o* &i.1 present
“;Uid assign such duties and i - ■•■ue such 
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procedure .

at the tu;e iiiti^atiiuj Luat if t^cre n; aay difficulty
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we can if you L.iink it well coring cate fir.it with tae .olouial
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I think tliis> is

also your own view, V>it ■ will do nothin* pending receipt of your

reply.
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20 tn hay, 13.

J. Lowrey, Esq.,

Salvage Assc-elation,

Dear fir,

I am obliged for your favour of’ the 16th instant, the won-

tents of which are satisfactory, as confirming the opinion 1 nad.

formed on tne subject of the attitude of the Falkland Islands

Government in the matter of wrecks.

In reply to your question as to the Lest course of procedure

1 agree entirely with what you say. 2m application direct to the

Colonial Office would

a preliminary, be referred to the Colony for tne Governor’sas

report; even then it is dcucti'ul wnetner the several points would

be satisfactorily cleared up, and a furtner reference mitub be
necessary. Although our experience ci’ tne present Governor tells
us tn.at he is an unLending disposition, it would only be an
act of courtesy to give him an opportunity of recedin; voluntar-

i
ily from an untenable position, instead of being compelled to ab­

andon it unGe-- the direction of his official superiors.

In addition to the misconstruction put upon clause 13 of tne
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19, 1 1 ircnin Lan e, E,r.

cause endless delay, for tne question would

Ordinance, I would suggest that clause 11, which. provides that
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-the flcnerncr shall throughout the Colony have the general super-

i
intendence of all mat,Cars relating to wrecks, must eitner nave

crept in thrcu.;a nn oversight, or have ueen wrongly interpreted.

is the same as thatere officio,If it means that his position,

then there would te no narm in it;

snould assume tnenot a mercantile man,an official,but that he,

ric<ht to take charge in all circumstances, is a pretension that

cannot, be allowed to pass witnout protest, especially as it is a

I am,

yc urs i'ai tJiful ly,

ton a^in-'T Di rector . 8

of the 3oard of nrazie at home,

comparatively new departure.

hear fir,



^oci^TIbN 19, Birchin Lane,
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I much obliged for your favour of today and will in
the course of the next few days endeavour to write a diplomatic

d. w;dch will deal with the questions involved
in a iBf.ur.er which will afford the Governor and the local .-.utiiorities
an ?s

( .lined) JL
beeretary.

attempt on the part of the

I

»y,

Yours faithfully,

London,

Dear jir,

191b.

The FalkLand Irl-dot.; any, Limited,
London.

•’UHuxVlA1'

F. „ lobb.nsq

opportunity of definitesly stating tliat they do not contend 
tl. '/u the Receiver of reck is entitled to supersede the Captain 
of a vessel ->vhich is in trouble and the authorised representatives 
of the Owners and underwriters of the property*

—rj-, vi«w tnere was no
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THE LOST “ORA VIA.”
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TELEGRAMS—“LANGRIDGE," LONDON.
TELEPHONE 4263 AVENUE-

£80,000 OF CARGO-HULL AND 
MACHINERY "AT OWNERS’ 

RISK.”

THE WRECK OF THE LINER 
ORAVIA.

TELEGRAMS—"LANGRIDGE.” LONDON.
TELEPHONE-4263 AVENUE-
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16, GREAT ST. HELENS, E. C-

do with safety at
OW VMkkVA — - X---------------- -------- - ------------- ----------- — q .. O

route all their lives are almost as liable to come p 
no nr.km-R who. nerhans. uta nnlv wwh.

(o

---- ;—-------—Montevideo, Nov. 16, I 50 p.m.— 
Wireless frbm Stanley, F.L, reports Oravia (s) ashore 
Falkland Islands. Grew and passengers all well.

.---- ----- - -------- —A 'telegram from the owners dated
Liverpool, Npy..Ip, 4 <16 p.m., states Following just 
received from'Montevideo agentsCaptain Poole 
telegraphs-jOraviji. ashore Falklands, unable proceed. 

; Instruct Oronsa call for our'passengers, message ends. 
| Instructions have been sent to jOronsa (s) to proceed to

ORAVIA (s).—Punta /Irenas (by Cable, received 
Nov. 16).—Qravia (sj t Wireless telegram received

states she has been wrecked near Falklands. Pas­
sengers saved.

—’------------------- Buenos Ayres, Nov. 16. 6 30 p.m.—
British steamer Oravh, alter proceeding Falkland ' 
Islands, grounded heavily on Seal Rock. Reported 
wrecked. No lives lost.

SAVED BY WIRELESS.

' Buenos Aires, Thursday.
The steamer Huanchaco has arrived at 

Punta Arenas with a number of the pas­
sengers of the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company's vessel Oravia, which was 

i wrecked off the Falkland Islands on Nov­
ember 12. The other passengers remained 
on the islands awaiting the arrival of the 
steamship Oronsa.

It appears that the vessel struck a 
rock half a mile from the lighthouse at the 
entrance to Port Stanley at ten o'clock at 

. night. Blinding snow and intense darkness 
made it impossible to see anything. The 
wireless apparatus proved the salvation of 
those on board, for in response to the sig- 

| nals of distress five whaleboats arrived 
three hours after the ship struck.

The mails and baggage were also saved, 
but the cargo was lost as the Oravia broke 
in two and sank. There was no loss of 

i life.—Reuter.

Although no further information of any im­
portance was available yesieraay regarding me 
i'aaino Steam, Navigation Lompanys vesavx 
" Oravia,” which has Deen wrecked on the Falk­
land Islands, there is no doubt that sno will 
rank as a total loss, it appears that tne insurance 
of tlio hull was retained Dy the company in ac­
cordance with thoir usual practice, but mu cargo, 
valued at ±JoU,uUU, will constitute a claim upon 
underwriters. Aho freight was oi a general 
character and destined lor tne F alklands ana ports 
on the West Coast of bourn America, Tho vessel 
was of 5,374 tons buruhen, and was built some 
fifteen years ago, It may bo taken, therefore, that 
she was valued in the company's books at a com­
paratively small figure, inquiries made yesterday 
served to indicate that London underwriters aro 
only interested in the cargo to a very small 
extent, and the major portion of the sum involved 
will fail upon the Liverpool companies and their 
associates. The loss oi the "Oravia” brings the 
average of such occurrences this year up to one 
per month in tho case of vessels ranking as liners, 
which is a fairly high figure and justifies the 
stops recently taken by the marine insurance 
market to increase rates. It is curious to note, 
however, that, although tho Falklands have a bad 
reputation in tho manor of shipping casualties, it 
is a long time since there has been a disaster in 
this part of tho world, and it still remains to bo 
explained how the " Oravia ” managed to got 
ashore at a spot which is known to bo dangerous 
and has accounted for nearly 50 per cent, of tho 
wrecks in those latitudes. Moreover, the 
"Oravia” had been navigating this route for a 
long time past and hor captain was familiar with 
all tho difficult spots. Tho moral to bo drawn is 
that experience has little to do with safety at 
sea and that captains who havo traversed a given 

to grief as others who, perhaps, aro only com­
mencing their career.

HY. LANGRIDGE & CO., 
jMiiu & Jjnsiiiiance ^nolurs, 

16, GREAT ST. HELENS, E. C.
ORAVZA (a).—Buenos Ayres, Nov. 16.—Admiral 

Domecq Gacia has informed the Ministry of Marine by 
wireless, from the cruiser San Martin, that tho Pacific 
Steam Navigation Company's liner Oravia, bound for 
Valparaiso, has been wrecked on the Malyines '? Mal­
vinas) Islands. ‘ 'The passengers and crew were saved. 
—Reuter.

-------------------London. Noy. 16.—Telegram re­
ceived from the ‘owners; dated Liverpool, ‘Nov. 16, 
10 a.m., statesFollowing telegram dated 7 20 p.tu. 
yesterday has come to band from our agents at Buenos 
A vies: — Am advised by Minister Marino On’, via 
wrecked off Seal Rock, Falklands. No lives lost. 
Further information will bo telegraphed.


