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R.S.S. WILLIAM SCORESBY,

C/O FOREIGN FLEET DIVISION,

G. P. O. LONDON.



7th March, 27.

Sir,
I am directed, by the Acting Governor to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
forwarding a report on the

rescue from drowning in Stanley harbour of two

"William Seoresby" and to request you to convey
Blanchard an ezspression of His Excellency’s

Acting Colonial Secretary.

R.R.S. "WILLIAM SCORESBY"

STAHLEY.

to Mr.

Lieut.

children by Mr. «J o

105/27.

1927,

B.S.Ch , R.1T.R. ,

Sir,

Commander G. M. Mercer,

appreciation of his gallantry.

Your obedient servant,

3rd of March,

Ro Blanchai’d, Cook, of R.R.S.

I am,



(?)

Port Stanley
March I4th 1927a

Sir:-
As requested by you i forward the following statement^in

for help and immediately went to the front of my premises situated
in the Ross Road and saw two boys in the water about half way
down the town jetty with a boat overturned near them,the one boy
appeared to be clinging to the boat,but the other one was a little

several men came up from the R.S.S. Williams
moored at the North end of the Jetty) and one

jumped in the water to the assistance of the boy that seemed unable
to reach the boat,the other men got into another boat that was at
jetty and went to the assistance of those that were in the water,
gettingsthem into the boat and landing them
jetty.I consider that if the man had not jumped into the water,

to the boys assistance.

Hon
Colonial Secretary.

quickly,one of the boys would have most likely lost his life.
I afterwards heard it was the cook of the vessel that went

assisting two boys that were in the water near the town jetty.
On the evening of the 28th February I heard loud shouts

Your obedient seravnt

at the steps of the

I am, Sir

distance away, .
Scoresby (which was

connection with one of the crew ofnR.S.S.William Scoresby ”
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I lay before you the facts of a boat aeci-

EPIC BIGGS.

Stanley,
17th ['arch, 1927.

Secretary,
Stanley.

The Hon.

IMCLCWuv HO. Ill TO y-LKL.-ya I.sy.NDS DESPATCH HQ.

53 of the 22nd of March. 1927.

dent,

Dear Sir,

Col.

underneath the jetty.
’'William Scox*esby* for help because by the time I 
got back to the jetty I could see it would be too 
late to give assistance. The two boys owe their 
lives to Mr. Blanchard promptness of jumping into 
the water after them, first he put J.McMullen 
across the up-turned boat, and then he got hold of 
Goss and hung on to hirp until another boat could 
be got round to their rescue.

I remain, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed)

which occurred at the Public Jetty on the 
28th February about 6 o’clock in the evening:, which 
I, and a party of friends saw from my sailing boat. 
After leaving the jetty we heard a cry for help 
looking back we saw T. Goss in the water, and J. 
McMullen trying to help him back in, when the boat 
filled and they were both helpless in the water 

I shouted to the R.S.S.



1927.

'’’Jillian ScoresbyM

of those that were in the water

one of the boys

the cook of the

the other men got into another 
boat that was at jetty and went to the assistance

Hon. Colonial Secretary.

Port Stanley,
March 14th,

for help and Immediately went 
of my premises situated in the Hoss 

Road and saw two boys in the water about half 
way down the town jetty with a boat overturned

tance away,

Sir,

to the front

TO FALKLAND I3UIJDS PRSPATCH NO
53_Qf...the.. >W<L-O_£. March. 1927.

the jetty.
jumped into the water 
would have most

several men came up from the R
(which was moored at the North 

end of the Jetty) and. one jumped in the water to 
the assistance of

vessel that went to the boys assistance.
I am, Sir,Your obedient servant, iJ

, getting them
into the boat and landing them at the steps of 

I consider that if the man had not

near them,

As requested by you I forward the follow­
ing statement in connection with one of the crow 
of R..7.S. SCORESBY" assisting two boys
that were in the water near the town jetty.

On the evening of the 28th February I 
heard loud shouts

reach the boat,

, quickly, 
likely lost his life.

I afterwards heard it was

the boy that seemed unable to

the one boy appeared to be clinging
to the boat, but the other one was a little dis-



R.S.S

1927.

He

and also the

(Signed) .DI1EZIZJCT

Telegraphist.

■SCORE;;? BY.

VILLI/K SC0R3SBY.

Sir,

hoard.

* ■■javu vj. vixv w^^vo.,

came on the jetty on his way ashore and jumped. into 
the water with sill his uniform on and got hold of 

to him. for about half an.

r.'arch 3rd,

The Captain,
R.S.S. VJILLIAid

the other boy and held on 
hour during which time he began to get cranp. 
managed to hold on to a line I threw him but was 
handicapped by the boy struggling
other boy would insist on leaving the lifebuoy.

trying to get

On the evening of Monday last about 6.30 p.m.
I was standing on deck when cries for help were

On going on to the Public Jetty I found two 
boys struggling in the water and immediately threw 
the lifebuoy, 
and then J. R

One of the boys caught hold of it 
. Blanchard, Cook of the above vessel

During this time three sailors were 
a pram to the side of the Jetty where Blanchard 
was holding on to my line and finally we managed tq 
get them all to safety.

I am,
-ir,
Your obedient servant,



ENCLOSURE NO. I TO FALKLAND ISLANDS DESPATCH NO.
53 of the 22nd of March. 1927.

R.S.S.

G.P. 0. London.

1927.

Sir,

water.
Dinning was

ent and called out the other men.

the notice of His Excellency the Governor.

(Signed) G. Ivi. MERCER.

Lt.Comdr. R.N.R.

The Hon. Colonial Secretary.

7ILLIAM SCORESBY,
C/o Foreign Fleet Division,

the first

I am,

Thursday, 3rd March,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

I beg to forward the attached report, by 
Mr. Dinning our wireless telegraphist, on the 
occasion of the children being rescued from the

to notice the accid-

I beg to submit that the action of J. R.
Blanchard, Cook, of William Scoresby, in .lumping 
into the water fully dressed may be brought to



HOUSE
.■TAUL'Y.

i.j,.A UPLAND ISL G'EJS. 1927.
53

I h<vc the honour to bring to your notice

ILM.V.-
3C0RESBY” of the '"Discovery expedition who res­
cued two young boys from drowning by Jumping

tae 28tn of
February,

p

connection received from Liettenan u

Master of R..
■'.illiam Scoreaby enclosing a statement by Mr 0

who was

copie.s of statements received from two other eye-
and Mr. EricIvir. G i.

3.

Telegraphist in that ship,

1927.

Commander G.

witnesses,

.jetty on the evening of Monday,

..ere er,

ho.

the

J. ?.,

■ r ■ ® ‘ ’ ® • ’ • 9D.. .C.,

CM.iT Y0Ih;U^3LCy

C.M. .:. AM'^Y, ?.c.,
.^CRST^Y pF STATE FOR THE COLOKIES.

:-2nd March,

M.D.,

Sir,

Turner,

I enclose a copy of a report in this J

an eye-witness of the incident, together with
T. W. Pinning,

an act of exce.y ionel gallantry on the part of Mr.
John Robert Blanchard, Cook in R..’

fully dressed into Stanley harbour from the public

Biggs, both residents of Stanley.
I would explain that although the 

depthi of the water at the public jetty is not 
reatithe temperature of the sea in Stanley har­

bour irnrelv rises as high as 50° Fahrenheit arid z that/



2 -

4.
Blanchard, and I

would suggest that his action may be brought, if
to the notice of the' Royal Humane

Society with the view to some recognition being
conferred on him.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

You?.’ most obedient.

A. E. Beattie.

I

1 consider that the two boys most 
probably owe their lives to Mr.

■ t

humble servant,

you think fit,

that the danger from entanglement in the kelp is 
very real. Mr. Blanchard must have been fully 
aware of the possible consequences to liimself of 
his prompt and fearless action.



105/27.

27

Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 3rd. of

R.

’"WILLIAM SCORESBY” of

two young boys from drowning at the Public Pier,

the 28 til of

I am directed by the Acting Governor to
inform you that a report on Mr. Blanchard*s gallant
action has been transmitted to the Secretary of
State with the request that it should be brought to
the notice of the Royal Humane Society.

1 am,
Sir,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

R.S.S. "WILLIAM SCORESBY11
STANLEY.

Blanchard,

29th March,

March,

February,

Stanley,

Your obedient servant,
Cl

on the evening of Monday,

1927, relative to the rescue by Mr. J
Cook, in the R.S.S

Lieut. Commander G. M. Mercer, B.S.C., R.N.R.,



STANLEY.
1928.

Sir,

if any, it has been found9

Blanchard *s ga11antry

Society with?a view
conferred on him.

I.

ARNOLD HODSON.

T>
• I

FALKLAND ISLANDS
NO 

v

29th February,

J.

to some recognition being

1927,

Sir,
Your most obedient, 

humble servant,

s.s.

s
'fflB RIGHf HONCURABLE

L. C» K. S, AMERY, P.O., M."

. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.

I would add that a report, which I have 
has reached me to the

illiam Scoresby’;
of two young boys from drowning in Stanley Harbour 
and to state that I shall be grateful if you will 
inform me what action

I have the honour to refer to Lieut.-Colonel 
Beattie’s despatch No. 53 of the 22nd of Larch, 

reporting the rescue by Lr. J. B. Blanchard 
at that time Cook in R.

possible to take in the matter of the suggestion 
contained therein that Lr.

2.
no means of verifying 
effect that Lr.

I have the honour to be,

should be brought to the notice of the Royal Humane

s 

Blanchard who recently visited
Stanley as Cook in the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company’s motor vessel "Loriga” told several 
people on shore that he had been awarded the 
Royal Humane Society’s medal.
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