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MEMORANDUM OF CONDITIONS OxN WHICH IT 
IS PROPOSED TO ENROL PENSIONERS BOR 

SERVICE IN THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

As it is the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to settle a 
Company of Pensioners under an Officer at the Falkland Islands, 
the Secretary of War has directed the following information and 
conditions to be circulated to meet the enquiries of candidates.

These Islands lie adjacent to the extremity of South America, 
between the 51st and 53rd degree of south latitude. The one to 
which the attention of Colonists has principally been directed, is 
the East Falkland Island, about 85 miles long by 40 in breadth.

A range of hills varying from 800 to 2000 feet in height runs 
through the centre of this Island, from which the ground gradually

-.lines in a succession of undulating plains to the sea coast, 
ere the settlement of Stanley has been formed, in the vicinity 
vhich the Pensioners are to be located.

The climate has been found remarkably healthy, the tempera- 
ire much the same as in the West of Ireland, or Western High

lands and Islands of Scotland; but neither so cold in winter nor 
so warm in summer. The quantity of rain also is less, and there 
is a very general prevalence of high winds.

The ground is entirely free of wood, and the soil near the Town 
of Stanley, is readily available for agricultural purposes : in other 
places there is abundance of ground for pasture, intermixed with 
large tracts of peat, similar to what arc met with in Ireland.

All descriptions of European vegetables are found to succeed ; 
but grain has not yet been raised in any quantity, though it is 
supposed that both the soil and climate will admit of the pro- 
duction of oats, or coarse barley.
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may be necessary 
seed, cooking utensils, 

not exceeding one-third

a cottage 
be erected

vegetables, and other supplies for shipping.
The maximum age of the candidates is not to exceed forty-five, 

and the maximum number of children is not to be more than four; 
a preference will be given to married men who are under that age, 
and have fewer children.

These men will be enrolled to serve for seven years, on the fol
lowing conditions :—

to the Pensioners and their families 
exceeding the usual ration on f ‘ ‘ 
them at the cost price, with an addition of fiv< 
waste.

From embarkation on ship-board till thaw n. • i , 
land Islands, these Pensioners will not be entitlcd'to m 1

They will receive pay at the rate of 1j. 3d. per day for 
Private, Is. 6d. for a Corporal, and Is. lOd. for a f 
addition to pension, from the period they are 
their homes till embarkation; and conveyance wi 
the public expense, for themselves and their families, 
of embarkation. . j*

They will receive a free passage to the Falkland 
for themselves, their wives, and their families, with ration* 
whole, in the proportions usually issued on ship-b°ar > 
which no deductions will be made from their pension1

They will receive one quarter’s pension, in advance, 
^tion, to be applied, under the direction of their 
chasing the necessary outfit for the voyage.

3
• 1 at the Falkland Islands with

They will be provide as same can
of two rooms, for each fara,1y? t0 be taken out, in frame- 
after their arrival; the —Is a pensioners on the ground 
work, from this country, and put up by 

■’X'r— - 
for cultivation, and a right of pas o necessary
^"^Govemor ohbelslandmay think

P‘EachVmilywiU also be provided with one cow and one sow, 
free of expense, as soon as they are settledon their land ; and they 
will also receive such advance of pension as maybe necessary fol 
the purchase of agricultural implements, 
furniture, &c., to be repaid by stoppages 
of their pension.

To prevent any risk of the Pensioner or his family suffering 
from the want of fuel before the proper season arrives for cutting 
and laying in a store of peat in the Island, a supply of coals will 
be taken out with the Detachment sufficient for three months’ 
consumption, and which will be issued to the Pensioners at a rate 
not exceeding 200 lbs. per week for each family, on their paying 
for such issue the prime cost thereof to the public.

To'provide, in like manner, against the contingency of any 
scarcity being experienced from a want of supplies before the first 
year’s crop has been got in, a store will be provided for six months’ 
consumption, of flour, oatmeal, peas, rice, sugar, coffee, cocoa, 
tea, tobacco, and soap, as on ship-board, and which will be issued 

----- 3 weekly, in quantities not 
ship-board, and be paid for bv

-- -<’e per cent, for loss or

Wild cattle, to the number of 50,000 or 60 00n 
teredover the Island, and from that source the P lei^’a 
supplied with good meat at 2d. a pound. Rabbits'18101^8 

may also be had in great quantities, and abundance 
entrance of the streams. The only necessary of If at 
to be imported is grain, but it is probable the p 
will, in a short period, be able to raise a sufficient ei?°ners 
for themselves. SU^ •’ 1!

At present, the Settlement consists of only a 
habitants; so that little has been done in the i 
land, and, as it offers very great advantages, for pasturage* ' 
selection for this service is to be made chiefly from those Pffl 
sioners whose wives understand the management of dairies, and the 
making of cheese and butter, and who themselves can undent 
the management of cattle, the curing of meat, and the raising of 
vegetables, and other supplies for shipping.
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; attending^" 
the penaltiC3 °

5forwbi^

’ ner
thereat1'

IS’2’'

tono further military duty than way 
resident in defencewhile belonging to this

In case of the death j pl rnnsiderinff it neces- 
Company, and the Governor o t le d for benefit
sary to resume possession of the co o o childrenOf the Pensioner’s successor to the vacancy, the wife and childr 
of the deceased shall either receive a free passage home or a 
«rant of land of the. same extent as was originally held by the 
deceased Pensioner,"together with £15, to cover the expense of 
erecting a suitable residence for them; and the Pensioner succeed
ing to the vacancy shall further be bound to pay them for all 
improvements effected by the deceased, or his family, as the same 
shall be ascertained by the Officer commanding the Company.

Each Pensioner shall receive arms and equipments similar to 
those which have been issued to the enrolled Pensioners in this 
country; as also, a great coat, coattee, pair of trousers, and cap, to 
be worn on those occasions when he is out on duty, and which 
will be renewed once in every third or fourth year, as may be required. J

Each Pensioner on being enrolled shall receive the sum of £1 
to be applied under the direction of his Officer in • r i with the following articles P vidtng him

One Fatigue Jacket, 
One pair of Boots, 
Two Shirts, 
Two pairs of Socks, 
One Stock.

And which store of necessaries he shall k ifuture years, without any further j ° °“nd to keep up in 
also a sufficiency of warm elothin. suilab.T° ment ^y; as 
chmate. » SUllabl,! fo>'the winter of that

In the event of the death

belonging 
ddering

4

/?. per week in addition to pension, and 3^ q([ 
following year ; in return for which they will be f for,hi 
ployed for three days a week during the first of the ' *
six days per month during the second period, in the' I>'tl011s’1,11 
works for the improvement of the town of Stanley 'o'r '’‘J"*111 of 
works required by t he G overnment. Corporals t’o” P* 
week, and Serjeants 2s. per week extra, during the first ? 
and half of these sums during the second.

Any pensioner, however, who prefers private employment ma* 
with consent of his Officer, be relieved from this obligation^ 
labouring on public works, provided he give a fortnight’s notice 
and abandons his claim to the rate of pay before specified • W 
such employment must not remove him to a greater distance 
than five miles from Head-Quarters, without the consent of his 
Commanding Officer, and he is always to be liable to recal, if the 
defence of the Station is found to require it.

On those days when the Pensioner is not employed in public 
works, as above specified, he shall be bound to labour on his 
own ground, under the superintendence of his Officer.

In consideration of the expense incurred in sending out these 
Pensioners and their families, and providing them with a residence 
and land, they will also be bound to attend military csertu 
without pay, for twelve days in each year, and on every 
for muster, under arms, at church parade.

If called on to serve during any other periods, than t o.^ 
referred to, in defence of the settlement, they shall be cn^ 
the usual rates of pay for the same ranks in I er 

Army, in addition to pension.
In the event of any Pensioner thus enrolled, not 

called out for these duties, he will be liable to 1 
desertion, in addition to the forfeiture of pension-

On the termination of the seven years sei dee 
enrolment is made, the land and cottage occupic- 
will become his absolute property, provided he 
conditions of his agreement; and he shall;
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War Office, April 1849.

Wle by 
’ &c. of

In the case of death, an allowance of £1.
the British Government, to cover the expense of funeral 
the Pensioner.

As the service exacted in virtue of this enrolment will be of r 
occurrence, and will only continue for a few days at a time it is 
not to reckon for an increase of pension; but when employed in 
defence of the Settlement, these Pensioners shall, in the event of 
being wounded or disabled in the execution of their duty, be 
allowed the usual increase of pension as for wounds received in 
action.

Every Pensioner enrolled in this Force will, during the continu
ance of the seven years for which he is engaged, be subject, when 
under arms, to the provisions of the Mutiny Act and Articles of 
War ; but all minor offences may be punished by such fines, or 
by expulsion from the Force, as the Governor of the Settlement 
for the time being may direct; in which case the offender will 
be deprived of his residence and allotment.

The annual periods of exercise will be fixed by the Governor of 
the Settlement for the time being; and, except on that occasion, 
and the others before referred to, none of the Pensioners shall be 
called out, either for exercise or defence, except by him or persons 
holding his authority for that purpose; but when so called out, 
they shall be placed under the General or other Superior Officer 
in command of Her Majesty’s Forces in the Settlement, in the 
same manner in all respects as if they formed part of the regular 
forces of Her Majesty’s Army.
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