
WAR/W2H/9#5LEGAL
(Miscellaneous) 

POSTAL 
(Mails)' C. S„ 19^ 6-<•

i -

143/46.

SUBJECT.Competent Authority.

19 46.
27th August.

OFFENCES COMMITTED UNDER THE
dUS't'oWS 

(EMERGEHCY-PGWBRS) ORDINANCE, P?g9.
Previous Paper.

MINUTES.

/ of 27. 8.46Minute from Competent Authority

.Z

C.A. r>
/X .

LfiC
!

_ A-* 7X A>4c_*_ />

/ /U. <y/l3

Vf r. , LtL-jjh-rx^} .

O'/-*

9
X .A/'1w7

J, ^. 5L

jlc*rd,Subsequent Paper.

7~L f?bjj SM*iJ /Jr ^ t **
/ *s

/U*rt+irr





/o

C.o.

fCL f M
jl. 9- J-C .

A’.
r\o~c^fie. 'Cu.i .

3 .

11c

Your

This IvIoPo only came to hand at 10.30 this a.m. (4th) 
after I had issued the Public Notice and after the matter of the 
Proclamation had been discussed with you. I sincerely hope the 
terms of the notice are what you would have wished.

I must apologise for what has apparently been a slip on 
my part in publishing the Public Notice without your approval, but 
I thought your intention was for me to issue it subject to a 
’vetting* by the Magistrate which was the course taken.

2,

3o The draft Proclamation has been forwarded to the Magistrate
as directed.

A copy of the Pubic Notice and copies of letters sent 
to the persons concerned are attached for Your 
information pi.
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issued "by the Competent Authority are sufficient licence*

I am unable to find that the C.A.has any authority atX *

His powers are
*sHt- fr •* fz

set forth in the Defence Regulations 1939,para 41 and I con- 

sider that it is quite clear that they are only applicable to

If his powers included import and export 

there would have been no need for the Exports and Imports (E- 

mergency Powers)Ordinance Ho.17 of 1939 .(Gazette p .231)

Unaer^that Ordinance imports and exports are to be controll) 

ed by Proclamation,and when they are restricted by Proclamation 

exports can only be me.de by licence "under the hand of the Collect

or of Customs" ; L c.

I therefore conclude that 3.11 the acts of the C.A.with regard 

to exports are completely ultra vires and that no prosecution can 

be made under them,in fact I should go further and say that a court 

could nbt take any cognisance of them.

all with reference to imports and exports.

internal matters.

3.

M-

The matter is the more embarrassing as a prosecuti -n on the 

grounds that there was no licence from the Collector of Customs

might and a&hould immediately raise publicly the question of the 

validity of the C.A.'s authority in the matter.

The forfeiture of the parcels I consider arises from a breach 

of the contract between the sender and the Post Master and is ad
vertised as the penalty on the declaration form attached to each

.7^. ^7in- parcel.

f - /3
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Y. 3.
Pzge SOa. Section SO6 of the Customs Ordinance, 1943,

••"the penalty imposed shall,unless the Court for 
special reasons thinks fit to order otherwise,and without 
prejudice to the power of the Court to impose a greater 
penalty,be not less than treble the amount of duty oayable".

Thus there is some diseretion,but I know of 
why in this case it should be exercised.

reads..o

So no reason
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ClMINUTE.t NO.

(It is requested 
that, in any refer
ence to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

1946.27the August,

To The Hon. Colonial Secretary,
From

Stanley.the Competent Authority 
(Supplies).

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

On Monday, August 26th tv/o parcels addressed to the United Kingdom, 
and declared to contain "books, were presented at the post office "by Mrs. Ralph^ 
Williams of Stanley. As there are no restrictions on the exportation of books,^ 
the parcels were acceptedo On examining them, however, the Postmaster was not ! 
satisfied that the contents agreed with the declarations, and he had the parcel 
opened in the presence of witnesses. One was found to contain 3 packets of 
jelly, 1 packet og "biscuits and a package of nuts; and the other, 1 packet of 
Reckitt's Blue, 1 packet of Lux and 2 cakes of Soap.

o ,

This appears to "be a deliberate attempt to evade the law, and constitutes 
an offence against the Imports and Exports (Emergency Powers) Ordinance 1939, as 
applied by Proclamation no. 7* of 1942. I suggest, therefore, that a prosecut
ion be carried out against Mrs, Williams. I consider it most important that an 
example should be made as it has long been suspected that evasions of the export] 
control have been taking place, and a conviction would act as a powerful deterr'i 
ent against other would-be offenders.

Should this recommendation be approved, I suggest that, as the offence af 
ects my department, I should prosecute for the^ Government, calling three wit" 
nesses from the post office.

V

CompetentAhtherity (Supplies).



Ref.M.P. 143/46. MINUTE.

28th May, 1947*4
PROM Competent Authority,

Stanley, (Supplies).
The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary, 
Stanley.

TO

I have the honour to report that during my routine search of the 

outgoing parcel mail on Monday May 26th the following two irregularities 

were discovered in parcels of Mutton Dripping which as you are aware

are exported at the present time ad lib.

(D.No.

1 parcel of 2 tins declared on the Customs Declaration Form 
as containing

"GREASE’*

Sender : Mrs.A.P.Hardy, 11 Drury Street.

Actual contents were found upon probing to contain Margarine and 
Sausages possibly of ex-Army origin, carefully covered over with 
dripping.
the top of each tin indicating which held ’sausages’ and which 
’margarine’.

A more extensive examination disclosed a small label on

No. (2).

1 parcel declared on the Customs Declaration Form 
as containing

"COOKING FAT"

Mr. F.J.Reive, Stanley.
t'Pproy,.

actual contents found to be^12 yards white elastic plus dripping.

Sender:

2. Both people are in my opinion taking advantage of the open

general export licence granted in respect of locally produced fats 

which v/as sanctioned by C.A’s Public Notice of the 4th of April, 1945*

In the case of No.1 if the margarine and sausages are of ex-Army origin 

then she should have sent by "B" scheme. No 2, should have sent 
the elastic by the ordinary 5-lb parcel scheme which requires a permit 

signed by C.Authority.

3# I should be grateful for your opinion as to whether or not 

prosecution should be made.

under the Imports and Exports (Emergency Powers) Ordinance 1939, as

The necessary action could be taken

1applied by Proclamation No.7 of 1942.

Competent Authority,(S).



/Yc
Customs Department* 

Stanley*
3rd June- 1947°

• *

Ref .5/3.

.Madam.
I have the honour to inform, you that during 

the usual inspection of the outgoing parcels mail your 
parcel which was declared by you to contain 9GREASE 
found to contain in addition to Dripping both Margarine 
and Sausageso
down in the Customs Declaration Form which requires that 
the contents be accurately stated under pain of 
forfeiture, your parcel has been seised by the Customs 
Department®

9 was
In accordance with the conditions laid

A very serious view is tahen of such 
irregularities and a repetition of these may result in 
the withdrawal of the priveleges now permitted with 
regard to the exportation of foodstuffs and other 
articleso

20

I am*
MatUun*

Your obedient servant,
,: j

ActgmCust^ms^offleer*Mrs® A® P® Hardy* 

Stanley.
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Ref, £/3- Customs Department* 

Stanley*
3rd June* 1947•

Sir
I have the honour to inform you that during the 

usual inspection the outgoing parcels mail your parcel 
which was declared by you to contain "COOKING FAT" was 
found to contain in addition to Dripping approximately 
12 yards Elastic, 
down in the Customs Declaration. Form which requires that 
the contents shall be accurately stated under pain of 
forfeiture* your parcel has been seized by the Customs 
Departmen to

2S A very serious view is taken of such irregularities 
and a repetition of these may result in the withdrawal of 
the priveleges now permitted with regard to the exportation 
of foodstuffs and other articles«

In accordance with the conditions laid

I am*
Sir*

Your obedient servant*

Actg.^ustoms Officer,
Mr. F. J. Reive* 

Stanley,
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Date Stamp. PARCEL rPOST. •uni Vo
'

FALKLAND ISLANDS.
FORM OF CUSTOMS DECLARATION.

■

Gross weight of 
Parcel.

C 0 N T E N T S. Net Weight.
Value as

Merchandise.

?
of

The nature and value of the contents shall be accurately 
stated. Undervaluation of the contents, or failure to des
cribe them fully, may result m the seizure of the parcel.

Contents.
.£ d.lbs. s.ozs........ lbs............. ozs

i

Date Stamp of
Office of Exchange. (For use of Post Office of 

Exchange only.)
Name and Address of Sender:—

No. of Rates [___
prepaid.... J

Parcel Bill No.

Entry No.



MEMORANDUM.NO.

is requested
tnaT, in any refer
ence to this memo
randum the above 
number and the 
date may be quoted.

;,-rrr stCh
19 49. #21st Februar y.

Z ^rjEB !94S> ■

The Honourable,
Collect oi^Afe..I&is-fc oms,From The The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Falso Declarations on Postal Packages.Subject

I have the honour to inform you that the following persons 
have incurred penalties for offering false declarations as to the 
contents of postal packages:- 

Sender. Goods forfeited.Penalty.
lbs Sweets.i) G.Y/.Grieve, 

ii) T.McKenzie.

1 package.£2 D

3 lbs Tea.
3 lbs. Raisins.

tr£4 2 Sc

1 lb0 Sweets.
1 tin Fish, 
accompanied with:
1 tin Margarine.
3 " Dripping & 1 tin 
Sausages.

aiii) Miss E.Betts. 2£3 s.

In view of the terms of Section 205 of the Customs Ordinance 
1943* which states that goods forfeited shall be disposed of" in such 
manner as the Governor shall direct", I should be glad if a ruling

could be /

2.

V \ 7 'y



1no. 143/46« MEMORANDUM.
It is requested 

that, in any refer
ence to this memo
randum the above 
lumber and the 

date may be quoted.

30 th April, 1951.
«

Prom The Collector of Customs, 
Stanley,,

To The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject Disposal of goods seized by Customs Depto

I have the honour to report that the following persons 
were fined by the Collector of Customs on the arrival of the "John 
Biscoe" from her last Antarctic voyage :-

£011}• o
£3- 
£5-

Goods seized from the above, amounted to 7 lbs-14 ozs Tobacco 
and 1,050 cigarettes.

3« Again, in the Police Court, J.H.Chaplin was found guilty of 
(a) false declaration and fined £10; and (T>) guilty of attempted 
smuggling and fined an additional £93.
this individual were 12 lbs Tobacco and 5? 000 cigarettes,,

Do Borland 
R.McGill 
D.McLeod

A. Brooklyn £12. 
D.Nicholson £2.

Total £36.

20

Goods confiscated from

5> A further case of tobacco and cigarettes, containing 12 lbs 
and 5*000 respectively and marked K.G. has not yet been fully 
investigated. This matter may lead to separate action, depending on

the/



- 2

result of the investigations.

60 In accordance with Section 205 of the Customs Ordinance 
1943* may I have His Excellency the Governor’s directions 87.^0 
disposal of the goods seised?

As most of the tobacco seized were of the same type, and 
had presumably been F.I.D.S. free-issue in the first place, I 
v/ould respectfully recommend that the whole of the amount seized 
might be returned to F.I.D.S. store here in Stanley.

7o

p*, Gd2£&wL<ta£ie+*£^



i V5No. C • 5 • MEMORANDUM.
It is requested 

that, in any refer 
juce to this memo- 
Wpndum the above 

number and date 
should be quoted.

14th. June,

The Honourable,....................

The Acting Colonial Secretary,Prom:-
The Collector of Customs.

Stanley.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Seizure of Duty Free Cigarettes.Subject

I have the honour to report that Leading Seaman Boyland 

Postman of H.M.S."Burghead Bay" and Miss Rose Skilling of Stanley 

were both fined by the Collector of Customs on the 13th. June, 1955 

for the intent to defraud Her Majesty of the import duty on 1,000 

Cigarettes brought ashore by Boyland and handed over to Miss Skilling. 

Both parties pleaded guilty of the charge and were each fined 

£3- 15s- pd., and 800 of the 1,000 Cigarettes recovered and

Miss Skilling has been given one month in which to pay herseized.

fine.

Under section 190 of the Customs Ordinance all seizures should

be disposed of in such a manner as the Governor may direct, but,

I would like to point out that Naval cigarettes are marked in such

a way that a Customs Officer can detect a duty free cigarette while

actually being smoked and therefore recommend that the cigarettes

seized should not be auctioned or given to any charitable

organizations as it will defeat the purpose they have been marked

for.

Collector of Customs.

&
%

■ f



C/5.
No.

MEMORANDUM.It is requested 
that, in any refer
ence to this memo
randum the above

56.2nd. February,
19

nm#Ker and date 
sh^id be quoted.

The Honour ab1e,

From:- The Collector of Customs. The Acting Colonial Secretary

Stanley.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject Seizure of Tobacco Goods.

1 have the honour to report that on the arrival of the 

R.R.S. "Shackleton” on the 31st. January, 1956 while carrying out

a systematic search of Fids personnel and Crews effects I found 

cleverly concealed in the Cabins of Chief Steward, W.J.Bedford 

5 tins Tobacco and 60 Cigarettes and Cook W.S. Griffiths 8 tins 

Tobacco and 160 Cigarettes over and above the amount declared on

Both men were fined by the Collector 

of Customs Griffiths £9. 10s. and Bedford £6. -s. and the goods

the Crews Declaration Form.

forfeited.

1 Under section 190 of the Customs Ordinance all seizures are 

disposed of in such a manner as the Governor may direct, but as 

it was proved that the goods in question had been stolen from the 

Ships Bond I respectfully recommend that His Honour may direct that 

that the goods be returned to the Ships Bond which at present is 

under Customs Seal.

Collector of Customs,



r No, C. 5* MEMORANDUM.
It is requested 

in any refer
ence to this raemo- 
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

30th. November, 19 56.(• .' '95610 n ;
The Honourable,

From: - The Collector of Customs
Harbour Master.

The C o Ion i a 1. S e cre tary,

Stanley.
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subj ECT Seizure of Tobacco Goods.

I wish to report that on the arrival of the rr/v " Mar tin-3" 
on Sunday the 25th. November, 1956. Richard James Nicholson, passenger 
onboard the vessel was fined by the Collector of Customs for the 
intent to defraud Her Majesty of the import duty on 1,000 Cigarettes 
and two tins of Tobacco, Nicholson was fined £4* 10s. -d. and the goods 
seized.

fa Ib0v
op-

Under section 190 of the Customs Ordinance all seizures 
should be disposed of in such a manner as the Governor may direct.
I would therefore be grateful for instructions regarding the disposal 
of the above mentioned goods.

I respectfully recommend that the Cigarette^ and Tobacco 
be handed over to the Senior Medical Officer for distribution among 
patients in Hospital at Christmas time.

vy

3d
\ X’- ’-'

7
I

Collector'll Customs & 
Harbour Master.'



r 3£
143/46

56*5 th December*

To: The Collector of Customs
From: Acting Colonial Secret ry. enter3Harbour • *

oTA'TF.Y*

SeL sure of ; a,: ■ teco Goods*

^ _ I ; dir< ■ to refer to ir memorandum of 30th
'A \ Fevei r, 1956* on the above subject and to inform you 

" that your recorJbendation lor the disposal of the con- 
fiseatec pi .arettes and tobacco is approved.

The Senior Hedlc: 1 Officer, tovhom you are 
request to h the >o<3e, in belni informed*

2.

(Sgd.) W. Hirtle0

for COLO' IfT ST-CRFTAHY.

y;k/pc


