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^ No. 409. 
Decode.

TELEGRAM.

from The Secretary of State for the Colonies.

His Excellency the Governor.To

Time: 16.45* 

Time : 23*45*

19 41. 

19 41*

Despatched: 27th December,

27th.December,Received :

IMPORTANT,
No. 159* Chiefs of Staff have been considering 

the position of the Falkland Islands Defences in the light of the 
Far Eastern War.

Most Secret.

It is thought in view of probable activity by 
Japanese raiders in the Southern Atlantic attempts might be made to 
capture the Falkland Islands and destroy the fuelling and other 
facilities; and that Japanese might then try to cause further 

a c. embarnssment by offering the Islands to the Argentine. {Chiefs of
AtUCl\i In/f/\) f Staff have accordingly telegraphed Chiefs of Staff in Washington

suggesting in view of United States principles of hemisphere defence 
and of the interest of United States Government defenceless 
alternative route to the Pacific Ocean, they might be prepared to 
send some reinforcements to the Colony. The mission is being 
invited to take the matter up Vfith United States authorities.

You win be kept informed of further developments. 1

I.D.C-O. SECRETARY OF STATE.



f Decode.
5^^TELEGRAM.

From Sis Excellency the Governor.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies.To

19 41.28th December, Time : . •Despatched :

Time :19Received: O Q O

IIvIPORTAl\TT.

No. 156._____________________ Your telegram No. 139 Most Secret noted.
Since outbreak of war with Japan Island defences have been fully 

d - fanned. Co.C. Troops has urgently requested supply of 500 steel
< helmets, 250 service rifles, 750,000 rounds .303 ammunition and 500 

^ M/ ( - ^uniforms battle dress complete including boots.3 Suggest that if 
u fy°u agree and American troops are sent here all these requirements 

come direct from United States.
In addition to possibilities outlined in your telegram there 

is possibility of either German or Japanese filibistering expedition 
from the Mainland and further there is a rumour that Argentine 
Government might step in to defend the neutrality of what they claim 
is theirs.

Most Secret./

GOVERNOR.

I.D.C.O.



-ipy Decode. 5^TELEGRAM.

HIS ..3XCSLLEHCY....TK3. 30V3RN0RFrom

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.To

l ime :19Despatched : 41.30th December., O o o •

Time :19Received : • • • •

l . No* 158« Secret. With reference to my telegram No. 156 of December

Please add 400 greatcoats to the order.28th most secret.

I.D.C.O. GOVERNOR.



G0VE21KD2TT II US?,,

SlLYdlLiiiY,

u ..-3.-C L g ?„ 9th January, 1942.

gy Lord,
I have the honour to submit the follov/ing in 

regard to action tahen by me since Japan entered the war.
It had been the local policy here since Ceptember, 

1939, to maintain conditions as normal as possible, princi­
pally in order to prevent undue alarm; 
difficult to alter this until some now and more acute

-he opportunity afforded by the Japanese 

tuch on Pearl harbour provided this in no uncertain

2*
[

and it was extremel*

pool cion arose.

manner.
$

3. r:he news of this attach was received here on the
afternoon of December 7th and 021 the following clay the 

.vocutivc and legislative Councils net and passed an
to the defence . orce Ordinance, ho. 7 of 1920, 

entending the age-limit to 31.
. fresh proclrt;iation of mobilisation was issued

on the 10th of December, as owing to the previous policy 

the general mobilisation had gradually lapsed.
..MX defences were immediately manned to the full — 

extent and by 1830 on hues day December 9th all the men of 

Idle age group h1-5i in Stanley werc registered and general 
posting, etc

Do
t

began.
I notified you by telegram of the action on 11th 

of December and you approved December 16th.

»?

6.i

•i'here was in my opinion no need to call up the 

41-91 ago group outside Stanley.

On 8th December I broadcast to the people and 

formed Various Semen's Auxiliary groupe.

A complete and general ’olach-out \;as eotublir-1®"

7.

0.

9.
10

uohoURAHLB
K 7'v\^ '

• p D . 5 . O« q
OF OTA'AJ FOH HUM COLO»I33S
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%

four telegram of necetfber 27th confirmed Mfl 

opinion that Siene Islands were in a certain amount of 

danger and 1 called mootings of the executive council and 

Defence oomuittcc on the morning of the 28th*

It was decided to evacuate the children
oiT.oox-.agQ iiose-tliei* vyitlx t'rxo -oeavsnurc and all educational

rccjuirenents.

evacuation :1s now co-halete*
100 cmO. covered children between h and 13 years of age, 
totalling corse 22:0* 

feeding is arranged for, their schooling will continue, 
t\ o doctors are available in their midst, and the wife of 

one of the teachers is a qualified dentist.
; any mothers left too and l expect either today

oavo, having made their p::iYaf|
arrange raents*

10.

11.

This do ermination v/as hroadcaet and the 

The response or T»arente v/ao

11 these are properly housed, their

12.

:

everyone has been most helpful and has di&'iwJ^H 

The evacuation itself vac super intendedJ 

by .r« y. u Ivans the uiporintendent of education, asststn

•v h 3 f now lady teachers v/ho ha a J 

co-naidoraelc ■ wari: h. .■

Britain. WU

13.
:cca onthttsic :a. *

14. The Officer Cormoanding Troops ashed for Qerta 

equip .:ont and I cabled you to that effect in my telegru 

Ho. 156 of 28th December* J
13* The question of rationing was considered anti 

first I had intended to put a scheme into force, but A 

there are no wealthy people here, the difficulty
distribution iioos not exist, consumption except
is very limited an.' supplies wore amnia,, rutiOiiWB
proved unnecessary*

16* The point that rationing helps vnvltM 

applicable here, since owing to the natural «

tendency of tho people r, inreoocsory oyp-usM

put I broadcast and tho Treasureobtain*



- 3 -
subject of using the cavings Bonk - with the result that 

z\l the end of Beceriber sorne S:7000 fresh rioney had come in, 

and since the dev/ Year a further &4,500 has “been deposited*
fixe quest:!on of covering those new deposit© will 

ho dealt with ‘by cable direct to the Crown Agents ao usual.

I have seen the hoar .idEdral, ooufch America 

Bivision and Ills advice- to jo and the Befonce couraittee
It will continue so far as can be

17*

18.

h&o been :hivaXuablOe 

foreseen to-day to bo available for sense time.
•outh Georgia 1b not being overlooked and as

r.
19*

M a::; J. got first-hand information I shall cable you5 
which, information should of course he in your possession 

long bor*re you receive this despatch.
' —- Achdral, South / .-erica .division, ha©

lof t a : as an additional reconnaissance unit
and will report at least tvu*us doily.

i-Vil .X'Po.:; f; at vofl: in i
:. be- envv/ied out M

m

1*

20.

1-h

I have the honour to be,

By Lord,

Your Lordship’s most 
obedient, hurible servant:

v
/

(Sgd.) A. W. CARDIN A: *

L



r 1Decode.
TELEGRAM.

Noo 157®
The Secretary of State for the Colonies.From

His Excellency the Governor*To

12th January, 1942p9 Time :Despatched:

19 42.14th January s Time :Received:

No* _Ji® hos t Secret. OOO 0 0 0 0 9 0o o oOOO O O 0

THE TELEGRAM HAS BEER EXTRACTED TO M.P. S/20/41 (A).



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

No. 201.
The Secretary of State for the Colonies.From

His..Excellency...the...G-oyerncr.To

19 42 Time: 002115th January,Despatched:

19 42 Time: 103015th January,Received:

No, 10, host Secret.

THIS TEL3G-RAI.I HAS BEBH EXTRACTED TO IvI.P. S/20/41 (B)

AND MAY 3E EG IMP AT RED (1) IN THAT M.P.

I• D. C. 01



THE NOTES BY O/C. TROOPS DATED 15/1/42 HAVE BEEN 

EXTRACTED AND PILED AT RED (2) IN M.P. S/20/41 (B)



USAIl

THE NOTES BY HON. S.M.O. HAVE BEEN EXTRACTED AND PILED AT 

REDS (3) & (4) IN M.P. S/20/41 (B).



dD

THE NOTES BY MANAGER, F. 13. GO., LTD., HAVE BEEN
Aj5 IN M.P. S/20/41 (B).EXTRACTED AND P ILED AT RED



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

His Excellency the Governor,From

■ of State for., the Colonies.To.....

Time :loth January. 19 42Despatched :

Time :19Received:

6. Most Secret.No.

THIS TELEGRAM HAS BEEN EXTRACTED TO M.P. S/20/41 (A)

AND MAY BE POUND AT REDS (20 & {if) IN THAT M.P.



THE COPY OP HIS EXCELLENCY'S BROADCAST ON 16/1/42 HAS BEEN 

EXTRACTED AND MAY BE POUND AT RED (l) IN M.P. S/20/41 (M).



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

H.is. ExcelledFrom

.The. .Secretary...of....S.t.at.e. ...for. .the. Colonies.To

19 42Despatched: 17th January, Time :

Time :19Received:

No. 10. host Secret.

THIS TELEGRAM HAS BEEN EXTRACTED TO M.P. S/20/41 (A) 

AND MAY BE POUND AT RED (j?) in THAT M.P.



REDS (17) TO (21) HAVE BEEN EXTRACTED AND FILED IN M.P. 

S/20/41 (B).



RED (22) ERRONEOUSLY NUMBERED RED (44) AND THERE ARE NO 

ENCLOSURES FILED BETWEN RED (22) AND RED (43)



m
! )ECOI>E.

TELEGRAM.
SECRETARY OP STATE FOR THE COLONIES.From

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.
T<

Despatched : 19 42. Time :1 i th March, 1030,
Received : 19 42. Time :12th March, 1030.

40* Your despatch of January 9th Secret, 

action taken has been noted and is much appreciated.

Your interesting account of

SECRETARY OP STATE.

i



<$■

RED (45) HAS BEEN EXTRACTED AND FILED AT RED IN 1.1. P.

S/20/41 (M).



r
' FALI&AM) iSJMim.

GovsxanniNT house,
STANLEY*

27th .March, 1942.

My Lord,

In continuation of rjy Secret despatch of the 9th 

of January, I have the honour to report as follows; hut 

first ioay I thank you for your heartening telegram Ho# 40

such messages do encourage oneof the 11th of March?
immensely*

1 communicated with you by telegram, Ho# 6 Host 
Secret of the 16th of January* an outline of the prepar­
ations to receive a garrison.

2*

This was almost in detail

In order to be as ready as

possible amusements were sot on foot to provide 

temporary billeting for any reinforcements that might 

The Ladies Defence Committee visited every 

house* had necessary forms filled in and card-indexed

and there is little to add.

be sent.

the result.

The public assisted in every way and were 

anxious to fix their own billetlngo, which of course 

had to be explained was impossible, since in any case 

we had no definite information as to the probable 

numbers of the men who might arrive.
A unitary Billeting Officer (Major J. A# Wood- 

gate) was appointed and a email Civil Appeal Committee 

arranged for, the purposes of those being explained 

over the local broadcast system.
flic proposed camp-site will be capable of 

taking any number of mon up to 3*000, but is not being
considered/

A©

h.

R

EIGHT HDH0UBABM3 
>sm VIS00UKT CHAHB0KHI2,

SECRETARY OP STATE FOB. COLOi.Jj-,3,
THE
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considered for more than the mximimi of 1,500 outlined 

in your telegram Uo. 10 Most Secret of the 15th of 

It lies alongoido a road situate about 

2 miles west of ’the centre of Stanley and close to 

wireless telegraphic centres, is on dry or readily 

drainable land and within easy reach of good water.

6. This water is from a catchment area of several

January.

hundred acres and is piped by gravity into Stanley at 

present, but designed for this proposed Camp, 

a flow of some 15*000 to 45,000 gallons daily but it 

is hoped to standardise this to about a 27,000 gallons
regular supply.
examinod the water and has found it even better than

There is

The senior Medical officer has

the usual Stanley supply which is from a quite differ­
ent source and has to be pumped in.

The new supply needs no pumping and was 

re-discovorocl by Major Y/oodgate find brought into use 

since your telegrams above-mentioned, 
filtered through sand-beds and though not quite gin- 

clear is not the ordinary Munich beer or Bristol Cream 

colour with which wo are accustomed, 
has dono a good piece of work.

On receipt of your telegram Circular January 

29th Secret dealing with the scorched earth policy the 

previous plans wore over-hauled and complete arrange­
ments have been made to destroy all stores and plants 

and both large and small vessels, 
question of transport.
the smallness of tlieir numbers made the question of
the destruction of motor cars one of minor detail.

*
There remained the question of horses find these it 

has been decided not to destroy as the uae of them

Yo

The water is

Major Joodgate

3.

There arose the
The absence of roads and
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by the invaders would actually be of assistance to
yl/O^the /mounted Conraandos, since they would be more

/>■

readily detected not only by the men of those 

Coraaandos but by the sheep who being very wild 

would clve a longer warning. Moreover, the 

Commandos being on foot and in roc Icy and precipitous 

country would always bo safe against cavalry charges. 
In tliis connection too a body of men on horse-back 

leave behind then a clearly defined trail of hoof-
marks and horse droppings, but the latter in this 

country being preserved for a long time should 

indicate the time of the passage of the horse party, 

a matter of importance to the defenders.
9a n inner line of defence has been established 

across the west of the approaches to Stanley* 

reinforcements arrive tills line can only bo hold by 

a few groups of men in very small numbers but this 

is thought to bo an advantage if the Commando system 

of continuing insistence is carried out because it 

would be easy for the attackers to penetrate the lino 

and so then find themselves in the same awkward 

position as the defenders are at the present moment 
whilst the latter would be in the position to retire 

into the mountain country*

Until

The Defence Committee and myself envisage 

two possible forms of attaojc by land.
regular landing In force which can only be dealt 

situation actually arises and the second 

filibustering raid by Japanese, or Germans,
and Germans combined from the raainlan£^*~- 

la sufficient warning the Commandos should

10.
The first

by a
with when t he 

is by a 

or Japanese 

rf there 

d-;al with the lattor.
I 11./
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It is said that ono shcnBLd endeavour to 

place oneself in the mind of the enemy and 2 know that 

if the position were reversed^ I as a young man v/ould 

most certainly try to cause annoyance and nuisance 

by such a raid ending the affair by eventually 

surrender lay to the Argentine Republic a procedure 

which I havo hinted at in previous telegrams*
Cadies of ammunition md hard rations are 

now established at many points in tho mountains and 

Captain .h • roenchiolds v.ho coimt-ando the mounted 

detachments in tho outside arena is now selecting 

shars-shootors and explaining to the individuals the 

>Xm 5( ido warfare*

Ihora a.-isos the question of keeping the 

flap of Government Hying end in tho absence of any 

Regular Officer, I am undecided as to whether 1 myself 

should onaeavoin? to break out or remain in Stanley. 

Thiss I think must be left to circumstances* 

inclined to the opinion that my duty is to maintain j 

tho flap flyii^s with myself so faat in the end if after

11.

12*

13*

I am

I had withdrawn and the worst came to the worst 1
should become a prisoner of war and not forced to 

capitulate*
as I have it in mind to go so far even as to the 

withdrawal of the seat of Government to the host 
Falkland or even \7eddelX Island*

It* In oonnection with this withdrawal and in 

view of the possibilities of bombardment from tho sea 

or air 1 have had duplicate copies of all Treasury an 

Savings Bank Accounts sent for safe keeping into the 

interior#

X should like your* advice on this subject

1 era aware that if the Japanese did decide toj

attaok/J
15.
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attack the so Islands with a view to holding them they 

would employ in all probability raen from Baghalien or the 

i:uriles thoro uglily accustomed not only to similar 

climtie conditions as here but also to an almost

identical terrain.
16. In the event of ‘the withdrawal of Headquarters 

I should leave behind in charge of the civil population
The numbers inthe Magistrate, Mr. A. 13. Cathie.

Stanley would excluding members of the Defence Force 

only be between 3oo and 300.

I do not wish to give you the is^resoion that I 

ara in any my pannicky for I merely am trying to be 

prepared for any eventuality since it seems to me that 

if Japan manages to control Madagascar she will be 

certain to attempt to control the remaining ocean 

This lias been foreshadowed by Japanese

17.

route.

declarations in Buenos Aires twice already, a plan 

confirmed in a report dated the 9th of March submitted 

through the naval intelligence Officer.
I regrot to inform you that the walrus sea^j^ 

plane mentioned in paragraph 20 of ray Secret deapatr 

of the 9th of January, 1942, crashed on the 1st of 

Fortunately no serious injuries wore
Since then

10.

March last.
sustained by any member of the crew, 
an Armed Merchant Cruiser lias token away the damaged 

machine and crew and v;e are without any air reeonnaisa^] 
aneo at the present time. I

1 have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most
obedient, humble aervanj

a. w, cAZ:imL



r Decode.
TELEGRAM.

.The...S.ec.re.tary...o.f...State.. .for- the- Colonies,From

His Excellency the Governor.To

Time :1.942.11th April,Despatched: 0935.

Time :19Received:

Noo . 57c Most Secret.

THIS TELEGRAM HAS BEEN EXTRACTED TO M.P. S/20/41 (A)

(i)
AND MAY BE POUND AT RED (?) IN THAT M.P.
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REDS (52) TO (54) HAVE BEEN EXTRACTED TO IvI.P. S/20/41 (M;

(f) TO (^ IN THAT IvI.P.AND MAY BE FOUND AT REDS
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REDS (55) TO (68) HAVE BEEN EXTRACTED TO M.P. 3/20/41 (N)

I?:
AND MAY BE POUND AT REDS (l) TO (J4) IN THAT M.P.
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REDS (69) and (70) HAVE BEEN EXTRACTED TO M.P.

(/) and {^)
S/20/41 (M) EfD MAY BE POUND AT REDS

IN THAT M.P.

►
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Decode.

TELEGRAM.

From..The. Secretary o.£.. Staue for. the Colonies.

His Excellency, the Govemor«To

19 42 Time : 1928 

19 42 Time : 1030

29th April,Despatched:

30th April,Received:

IMPORTANT. No, 69*

THIS TELEGRAM HAS BEEN EXTRACTED AND PILED AS FOLLOWS 

Paragraph 1. at red (l) in M.P. S/20/41 (G) 

Paragraph 2. at red (l) in M.P. S/20/41 (P)
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RED (72) EXTRACTED AND PILED AT RED (2) IN M.P.

3/20/41 (P).-/
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RED 73 EXTRACTED AMD PLACED IN M.P. S/20/41 (a) at

RED (2). A COPY OP THIS ENCLOSURE IS ALSO PILED AT

RED (3) IN M.P. S/20/41 (P)



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From .Hi.s. .Expel!ency .the Governor.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies.To

19 421st May, Time :Despatched:

Time :19Received:

No. 80.Important, Secret.

THE ORIGINAL OP THIS TELEGRAM IS PILED AT RED (3) IN M.P.
IS SAME TELEGRAMS/20/41 (G), and A COPY OP PARAGRAPH 2 OP TH 

IS PILED AT RED (4) IN M.P. S/20/41 (P) ^



Dkcode.
TELEGRAM..**

SECRETARY OR STATE FOR THE COLONIES.No. 512. From

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.
To

19 42. 

19 42.

Time :/)es•■patched : 0842.30th May,

TYww :Received : 1030.1st June,

Secret^ I have v/ith great satisfaction your Secret Despatch ofNo. ??.

March 27th informing me of energetic measures you are taking to meet every 

I have also noted with pleasure your tribute to Majoreventuality.

Woodgate in paragraph No. 7*

As regards paragraphs No. 13 of your Despatch see my telegram No. 81 •

You will no doubt consider this matter with new Officer Commanding Troops

on his arrival.

SECRETARY OP STATE.IN & OUT CODE.


