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To 'see red 21. In regard to the destruction of 

the contents of the Treasury Strong Vaults, should 
necessity demand, it is necessary to prepare a scheme^Ino I a of destruction how.

' The possibility of . burning tightly packed currency 
notesstamps and stamped posted matter at quick notice 
in a furnace such as the Secretariat possesses would 
appear to he nil, "and it will therefore he necessary 
to devise some other method of destruction.

I suggest sinking in the Harbour, 
an adequate number of wooden boxes would require to 

. he made 3 allowing sufficient room when packed for the 
insertion'of v/eights.
'bored to allow fast entry of water, 
necessary to make arrangements say with the Harbour 
Master to place a man (perhaps Ratcliffe) at your 
Department’s disposal with a dinghy or other small 
craft, so that in the event of the general destructior 
signal being given, such transport could stand-by at 
the Watering Jetty to convey these boxes out into the 
Harbour where they would be sunk.

Will you please furnish your views in this regar

it*. t - ' f 
a^ov/.h vti ho* . v.

1•s

In this case

In addition each box to be
It would be* •



Hon Col Sec;-

Red 21 Noted, also your remarks and recommendations 
in connection therewith, ^he scheme as outlined appears to be 
practical and feasable.

I therefore submit, that;-

Perforated wooden boxes suitably weighted,should be 
prepared and stored adjacent to the Vault in readiness 
to contain all issued and un-issued Currency Notes,
Postage and Revenue stamps and other documents to be 
destroyed. Also a suitable iron or steel container 
(small drum) for coinage or bullion.

Arrangements should be made for the services of a competent 
man together with a suitable dinghy or small boat, who 
would be instructed to place himself under the orders of 
the F.So the moment an emergency arises, ^his same prosedure 
applies to the caretaker of the Treasury , Steel.

In the event of an emergency arising, the following procedure 
should be immediately put into practice

The two men and dinghy above mentioned will 
immediately place themselves under the 
orders of the F.S.

1.

2.

3.

A.

The duplicate keys of the Vault, at present
kept in the G-.H. safe should be immediately 
handed over to the F.S. in order to be able 
to open the Vault without the intervention 
of the two other custodians, who will be 
fully occupied with other duties. The F.S. 
will act on his own and be responsible for 
’'destruction”.

Bo

All currency notes, both issued and un-issued
will be immediately packed in the boxes already 
prepared and the coin or bullion will also be 
packed in the container, all being held in the 
vault awaiting "destruction1' or otherwise.

Co

On the "DESTROY” signal being given, these casesD.
would be immediately dumped in the Harbour at a 
distance form the shore, and may thus be considered 
as having been destroyed. The container with the 
coin and bullion would also be dumped inth the 
Harbour, at a spot based from shore bearings 
previously taken and agreed upon. These bearings 
and all distinguishing marks and signals will only 
be communicated to H.E. The Governor, The Hon 
Col Sec. With this information/ available the coin 
and bullion so dumped 
at a later date.

*

iy be /recovered by divers
A

%for* Financial Secretary": 
16/4/1942.
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TELEGRAM.

No.426. SECRETARY ON STATE NOR THE COLONIES.From

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.To

Despatched : 19 42. Time :29th January,
Received: 19 42. Time :30th January,

Circular unnu bered. January 29th. Secret.
1. One of the lessens of this War has been the great military importance 
of the ,fscorched earth" policy in territory invaded hy the enemy. H. 1,1. 
Government have under consideration application of this policy to Colonial 
territories. To he most effective it must he (a) Selective. It must he 
applied thoroughly at all key points from which the enemy can derive 
benefit that he most needs and has the greatest difficulty in replacing. 
Examples are (1) Naval Army and Air Force installations and aerodromes.
(2) Wireless cable and telegraph stations. (3) Oil stocks installations 
and pumping equipment as well as Wells and. Refineries, 
raw materials gunny hags, drums, clothing materials. (5) Harbour 
facilities especially hunkering loading and ship repairing facilities and 
sources of power to work them. (S) Transport *r£ facilities especially 
road and rail bridges locomotives locomotive repair shops and all sea and 
river vessels which cannot he removed. (7) Nine workings and machinery 
for getting transporting and refining ores required hy the enemy especially 
Wolfram Lead. Line Nickel Cobalt Copper Manganese Bauxite Chrome Silver

stores in connection therewith. Water supplies 
and minimum stocks of essential foodstuffs should he left for local 
inhabitants hut the latter should as far as possible he distributed to the 
population before the withdrawal takes place to avoid, the hulk of the 
supplies falling into enemy hands, c— ck

(b) Ruthlessness. It should he aimed at total destruction for in­
definite period and should not compromise hy any desire to recover 
resources essentially intact when the enemy withdraws. He will almost 
certainly himself destroy anything of value in his retreat. Destruction 
is much better than concealment. Where destruction hy fire or explosives 
is not practicable dumping in the sea or rivers may he sufficient.
Important corresponding parts similar machinery should he destroyed, to 
avoid, enemy piecing it together with any one installation.

Stocks of coal

Gold, iron Ore and

Carefully plan in advance. Military authorities will presumably
plans in respect to military installations 

In cases of civil installations civil Governments should under­
take the responsibility in consultation with the military authorities for 
preparing plans and. for seeing that they fall into a comprehensive scheme 
which will include the military plans as well. Military authorities are 
responsible in ail cases for saying when are to he carried out.
Plans must include clear understanding between the military and civil 
authorities as to their respective responsibility for actually carrying 
out the necessary work when the military authorities have decided the 
time has come for that to he done and the plans should provide specifical^ 
for advance organisation and training of reliable personnel to carry out 
each item

(c)
have prepared their own 
etcetera.

programme.

(d) Rigorous co-operation applied in practice. While premature 
demolitions are to he avoided e.g. if the enemy attack is in the nature 
of a raid ratherthan a attempted occupation experience shows the 
principal danger lies inleaving matters too late, 
of a effective scheme is that it should he quick, 
deciding when
should he implemented should not repeat not he left to companies or other 
private interests hut their co-operation will he needed in the preparation 
of the schemes.

The essential therefore 
Responsibility for 

schemes in respect to commercial installations

Policy should he to evacuate all moveable material
To this end

2. in short 

a priority 
list/

supply and to destroy what cannot he removed.
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list should he maintained for the removal of all stocks of metals
machine tools etcetera and should include skilful operatives. Evacuation 
should he instituted early in so far as shipping resources (where this is 
applicable) permit.

3. In Colonial Dependencies where 
prepared these should he reviewed with the subject of considering whether 
they are sufficiently comprehensive and far reaching. Where no plans exist 
at present the Colonial Governments are requested to review the position 
with a view to drawing up a list of resources which should he 
preparing a general scheme. I consider this should he done even in those 
Dependencies which may at present feel themselves relatively remote from 
the active theatres of war. It will not however in most cases he necessary 
to proceed to the stage of final preparation e.g. laying explosive charges.

4. Compensation. Where damage is done in the course of military 
operations or on orders to our own forces the answer to any enquiries must 
he that the question of compensation cannot he decided until after 
conclusion of the War. ‘Where we cannot ourselves effect the destruction 
in the course of warlike operations hut have to induce other people to 
destroy we shall no doubt where necessary have to promise replacement after 
the war of destroyed property if the owners regain possession after the 
War and it is a reasonable commercial proposition for them to resume 
operations and if compensation is not obtained from any other source. 
Account would have to he taken of any benefit to owners due to preservatior. 
of a wasting asset which hut for the destruction would he likelj to have 
been exhausted or diminished by the enemy.

5. While discussion of the plans should he kept as secret as possible 
it will he necessary to take into your confidence representatives of 
companies or other interests concerned. It can he explained to them that
”Scorched Earth” preparations form an essential part of the Defence Scheme: 
that all vital interests will he defended to the last hut that in the 
unlikely event of the Defence failing it is necessary to he prepared to 
destroy material likely to he of value to the enemy.

S. I should like to receive a report by despatch (Air mail where 
possible) on the measures which are being taken in each dependency.

plans have already been

and

SECRETARY OR STATE

i



SECRET.

%
No. MINUTE.

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

19 42.2nd February,

To..The Honourable
From The Executive Engineer

The Colohial Secretary,

Stanley.Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Following the meeting of the Defence Committee on Saturday last, 

in connection with So of So unnumbered Secret telegram of 29.1.42.

I have considered this matter in so far as it involves P.W.D. and 

Harbour and have to report as follows.

1. Points and areas to which the scheme should apply. 
Dockyard.a.

bo Hulk "Jhelum11

Water Works.C o

Power Station.do

Telephone Exchange.

F.I.Co’s Workshops, Store & Hulks.

Bridge over Felton’s stream and causeway at W/T Station.

2. Proposed methods of destruction.

(a) Dockyard.

of use to the enemy.

The main store containing all iron and non-ferrous metal 

goods, sanitary fittings, nails, motor spares etc. etc. 

Shavings and petrol in the ground floor would if ignited 

completely ruin everything beyond use including the building 

itself in a short time.

e o

f.

g*

There are seven detached buildings which might be

i.

ii. The timber store. This could be dealt with in the same 

way if not automatically ignited by the main store.

The Garage. It is assumed that all lorries would be outiii.

on duty and would be destroyed where they stood. The

garage itself is of fire resisting construction but 

contains nothing of value and although destruction by fire 

would not result in complete demolition a good fire would

render/
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The mechanic’s shoprender it useless as a store.

adjoining is of timber and a fire would meet all needs. 

The Harbour’s mechanic shop is also of timber and could 

with its contents be destroyed by fire.

The Goal and Cement Shed could also be razed by fire.

iv.

v.

The Boat Shed vrould easily burn and the Slip if thoughtvi.

to be necessary could be uncoupled and run off into deep

Although as the winch is in the Boat Shed the 

destruction of this would very materially affect the utility

water.

of the slip.

The Smithy can be destroyed by fire.vii.

(b) The petrol stored in the hulk Jhelum could quickly be destroyed.

(c) If complete destruction of the water supply is wanted I submit

a corner of the reservoirs be demolished by explosive, the

engines at Mullet Creek be smashed and the 4” pipe from Mount 

William be broken in the Quarry. One section is always

difficult to replace but as all spares would be damaged in the 

store the matter would be almost impossible.

Before the water supply is included in the scheme I feel 

careful consideration should be given, 

its destruction inhabitants of the Colony could find water for 

themselves any enterprising enemy force once ashore could do 

That is we do not deprive an enemy of the use of 

water by the destruction of the water service, it is true we

I submit that if after

the same.

make it more awkward but against this must be put the risk of 

epidemic by the drinking of polluted water and such epidemic 

would make no distinction between friend and foe.

(d) Power Station :

(e) Telephone Exchange.

(f) P.I.C’s property.

I am in consultation with Supervisor E. & T.

on both these cases.

I have had a preliminary talk with the 

Manager and am concurring more fully with him tomorrow, 

foresee no difficulties.

(g) The bridge over Felton’s Stream would be made unusable by fire 

as no timber would be available for repair to the carriage way. 

The causeway at the Wireless Station might I feel be handled by 

the Naval Authorities.

I
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I submit all gates by passe libres be locked the keys 

thrown away and the passe libres sawn half through if time 

permits.

3* Arrangements for execution. Arrangements for destruction of 

1. a & b are in the hands of Mr. Lees and will be complete in 

24 hours.

I await final instructions as to 1. c and the final details

as to 1. d. e. f. & g will follow immediately.

/ —
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\ °nd January, 1942.

From „ . 0. 0. Troops.

To .... Hon. Col. Sec.

Reference No. 426 of 29.1.42 from S. of S.

Before consideration of any Military demolition may

I draw attention to lines 17 and 18 of your copy "Water

etc. , ".supplies, etc This water supply does not provideo ,

any power for machinery, and is, therefore for drinking and

utility purposes only; this being the case, the question

of its destruction must be balanced against that of polluted

water and perhaps, subsequent disease.

The instructions are widely ranged and call for 

decisions based entirely upon the local situation having in 

mind primarily "What can be of Military or offensive use 

by the enemy".

These uses can be confined to a short list :

(1) Transport by
(a) Roads
(b ) Captured vehicles
(c) Water
(d) From aerodromes

(2) Military war equipment capable of being used against
the defenders.

(5) Maintenance and industrial equipment.

(4) C ommunica tion s.

(5) Accomodations.

As regards

(l) (a) These are not sufficiently extended to be of use 
to an enemy for he would be at his destination or 
almost so before he could enjoy use of them.

(b) These can be easily immobilised by smashing up 
electrical gear and tanks.

c) These can be similarly treated and sunk,
d) There are no land dromes.

(2) All guns, range finders, telephones,and telephone 

lines can be put out of action in a remarkably short time, 

viz. two minutes is sufficient time to render any gun or

range finder/
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range finder completely and permanently useless.>
Gun ammunition is of no avail to an enemy if the guns

are out of action as the calibre of ammunition is different

Cartridges which may be usedfrom that of enemy powers.

for incendiary purposes can be burned or drowned if time

allows.

Searchlights can be destroyed as easily and quickly

as can the guns.

(3) There is no Military engineering or ordnance 

Such heavy machine tools as there are belong todepot,

the F. I.SJo and will, presumably, be destroyed by them.

(4) Communications are divided into four categories :
1) Civil land lines
2) Military land lines
3) Civil and Military R/T Sets
4) The W/T Organisations.

Destruction can take place in a very few minutes by,

in the case of :-

(1) Cutting the lines and smashing the central
exchange

(2) Similar action and smashing of all telephones
(3) Smashing of valves, etc.
(4; Ditto and also the dynamos.

(5) Accomodation - This consists of :

(l) Domestic dwellings 
(2} Sheds and warehouses
(3) Hulks
(4) Barracks, schools, Town Hall, etc.

There is no object in destroying private houses,

therefore no object in destroying the remainder unless 

sheds and warehouses are full of materials useful to the

enemy, for if such is done enemy trooos will be billeted

on the population.

I do not consider that the lack of or sufficiency of

accomodation will make any difference to the length of time

an enemy may occupy the Islands.

I suggest/
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• I suggest that when all prograrrjr.es of demolition are

received by you a meeting be called at which all duties of

destruction are analysed and alloted in order to obviate

any overlapping or confusion.

Orders have been issued for the immobilisation of all

guns and Military gear that could be used by an enemy.

Colonel,
O.C. Troops.



SECRET.

Should the capture of Stanley by the encny bo Imminent $ 

it trill be necessary to destroy ail stocks of material*9 buildings 

and equipment likely to be of use to him.
Then Hie excellency the Governor deems this moment to have 

arrived he will issue personally the order Mdestroy*1 and you will 
be responsible in these circumstances for the complete destruction 

of the following building:: and their contents, also passing on the 

order- to

Mr. Lees.

1 e The '.supervisor 1. ?. : '■

The .nginecian at the Power station.2.

Buildings are.

Pain ". tore in dockyard.1

Timber '-tore.2.

3- : a • - el . r Loi hop •
Harbour fitting • hop•It■ *

5. Coal tore.

■ L thy •» j o

- ’ Boat lied.t •

8. Te 1 ephone '1 xclu.uige.

Hulk Jhelum.9.
The order will, if conditions permit, be sent as a written 

message by runner direct from Government House to you, failing this 

you will take action when the destroy rocket is fired from 

Government House and on the North Tide of the Town Hall. This

rocket is in colour.
All the buildings above and their* contents will be destroyed by 

fire and suitable supplies of petrol and shavings v/ill be kept at 

convenient points, marked "Far demolition purposes, not to be 

removed" and will be inspected at least weekly by you or your

assistant.
In order to avoid any non execution of the order as a result

of
of your incapacition you will give the fullest explanation and

information under secrecy to those non who have been detailed to

assist you, with instruct ions for thorn to act if ypu are unable.
</
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SECRET.
4C\

No. MINUTE.
(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

Uth February, 19 42.

To The Honourable
From The Executive Engineer,

The Colonial Secretary,Stanley*

Stanley.Falkland Islands.

In continuation of ray memorandum of Monday last, having reference 

to S. of S* unnumbered Secret telegram of 29-1.42, I have now conferred 

with Supervisor, E. & T. and the Manager F.I. Co. with regard to Sections. 

1 d« e. & f.

Section 1* (d) Power Station* The Supervisor, E. & T. informs me that 

sufficient destruction can be effected by the Sngineman on 

duty with the aid of a 7 lbs. sledge hammer, 

promised to keep such a hammer in the Power House definitely 

marked for this purpose, and to instruct the engineman in 

The order to destroy will be passed to the

He has therefore

its use®

enginehouse by Mr. Lees when received by him. 

1. (e) Telephone Exchange: Mr. Lees will arrange for 

destruction of this by fire at the same time as the other

buildings for which he is responsible.

Supervisor, E. & T- will receive orders per Mr. Lees and

will personally see to the destruction of the Telegraph

Office, broadcasting system and all spares contained in that

office and will then supervise destruction of Power House

The Telegraph Office was ommittedshould that be necessary.

from original list.

In view of the intense conflagration that will occur in 

the Dockyard, I feel there will be a severe risk of

May I submit therefore thatDockyard Cottage catching fire, 

the Harbour Department Engineer who lives there should be

warned that in the event of the "destroy" order being given 

he vacates his house and for this reason has ready and handy 

for rapid evacuation any small personal valuables which he

may want to save.
1 (f). /
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1. (f) F.I.Co’s property. Following consultation with the

Manager, F.I.C. yesterday I have today been in conference

with Mr. Creamer who will be responsible for the actual

execution of the destroy order in the case of Company’s Stores.

I have carefully considered each building with him and he will

now submit a detailed proposal with as to method of and

organisation for destruction.

this report which will be a matter of considerable detailj
✓

I have arranged with him for the interim period as follows 

Priority to be given to the two Jetties (East & West) 

and Stores thereon, which are to be destroyed by fire.

Further destruction of buildings marked on his drawing 

if time permits.

He will be at the Company’s Shipping Office and an 

individual order shall be sent to him there either "by

Pending the completion of

1.

2.

3*

runner or phone as it is very improbable that he will hear

or see the rocket.

I would submit that to avoid overlapping the Naval Authorities be 

asked to deal with all hulks and lighters moored in the Harbour if not 

already arranged and that in view of the large stocks of coal thereon 

they be given some priority.

I attach a copy of orders issued to Mr. Lees to cover his duties

under the scheme•
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# Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From . Qolonial Secretary.,

0fficer~in~Oharge , 3outlx Georgia♦To

Time :19 42.Despatched : Stli February, 0 0 9

Time :19Received: „ o o 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 9 O O O

Following for O.C. Defences, South Georgia, from 
In event of enemy attack on South Georgia reaching

No. 15c Secret.
O.C. Troops, begins, 
stage as to necessitate destruction of all war materials following orders 
will be carried out under your direction :

(1) You will be responsible for giving order to "Destroy" but premature 
demolitions should be avoided.

(2) 4" guns. Breech mechanism and spares should be dumped or smashed. 
Range dials and telescopes, range finders clocks and dumaresgs 
should be broken up.

(3) Magazines should be destroyed and cartridges opened and soaked
or burned.

(4) Rifles and machine guns should be retained until the end.

(5) So long as targets present themselves and guns can be worked they 
should he kept in action hut danger of leaving iipiohilisation

Ends.late should be avoided.D oo
COLOHIAL SECRETARY.



• Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From. Colonial Secretary,

Officer-in-Charge, South. Georgia.To

Despatched: 6 th February, i.942. Time : 000

19. Time :Received: . © o • • 9© 0 0 9 0 OOO 0 0 9

In event of enemy attack on South Georgia arrangements 
should he made in advance for total destruction of wireless stations; oil 
stocks, installations and pumping equipment; stocks of coal, drums; harbour 
facilities especially bunkering, loading and ship repairing facilities and 
sources of power to work them; machinery plant and tools, 
destruction for indefinite period should be aimed at, 
by fire or explosives lot parcticable dumping in sea may be sufficient.

Military authority will be responsible for saying when demolitions are 
to be carried out.
and civil authorities as to their respective responsibility for actually 
3 ' L ing out Lece isary work when military has decided time has come for that 
to be done.

V/hile discussion of plans should be kept as secret as possible it will 
be necessary to take into confidence representatives of companies, 
should be explained to them that "scorched earth" preparations form an 
essential part of Defence Scheme and that it is necessary to destroy 
material likely to be of value to enemy.

You should consult O.C. South Georgia Defences who will be given 
instructions by O.C. Troops, regarding military plans.

No. 16. Secret.

Total
•The re de 31 ruet i

Plans must include clear understanding between military

It

COLONIAL SECRETARY.



%

FALKLAND insularum defens ores fidelss.

STAMPING ORDERS.SECRET.

FALKLAND ISLANDS DEFENCE FORCE.

R.AOrders by Colonel C. D. Allderidge, D.S.O., T.D 

Officer Commanding Troops, Falkland Islands.
• 9• 9

In the event of an enemy attack on the Falkland Islands 
which may reach such a stage as to necessitate destruction of 
all war materials useful to an enemy, the following orders will 
he carried out hy the Officer, N.C.O. or man to whom these 
orders are sent or under his instructions and there must he no 
excuse for failure to comply thoroughly and quickly.

The executive order will he ’’Destroy" given hy

(1) A single rocket fired from Government House.
(2) " » •* " " the Town Hall.

(3) A telephone message from the O.C.Troops.

Should the above means of giving the order prove unsuccess­
ful, and if there is immediate danger of being overcome hy the 
enemy, Officers and N.C.O’s will act upon their own initiative.

(1) Guns will he put out of action hy

In the case of 6" guns; removing the lock and slide 
box and durqping them together with spare locks, 
etc., into the sea, or alternatively smashing them 
with a hammer. The range fials and telescopes 
will he similarly treated.

In the case of the 41' gun; hy removing the lock and 
treating this and all spare locks and range dials, 
etc

In the case of the 12 Pdr.
In the case of tfcie 3 pdr. remove the breech blocks 
complete, and dunp into the sea, after first of 
all damaging them as much as possible. Also treat 
dials and telescopes as above.

(2) All range finders will he smashed.

(3) Clocks and Durnaresqs v/ill he destroyed.

or
and/
or

(a)

0>)
as above.• 9

ditto ditto.c
d

(4) Telephones will he smashed and lines cut in as many 
places as possible. Lengths of line should he 
removed when and where possible.

(5) Searchlights will he broken up, i.e., projectors, 
mirrors, dynamos and switchboards.

($) All huts and shelters will he set on fire and cooking 
ranges and utensils rendered useless.

(7) Peat stacks will he fired.

(8) Water butts will he emptied and all spare food
destroyed.

(9) Wind chargers v/ill he demolished.

P
?

i
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(10) If possible magazines which can he used as shelters
will he broken up and all cartridge cases should he 
opened and the contents soaked or burned.

(11) The general appreciation of these orders should he
that as far as is humanly possible nothing of any 
possible u^e to the enemy is to he left undamaged.

(12) So long as targets present themselves and the guns
can he worked they will he kept in action, always 
allowing time for the immobilisation of the guns 
at the last moment.

(13) Rifles and Machine guns must he retained and used
until the end. 
small arms if you are completely overpowered and have 
fought to the last.

(14) Keep a signalling lamp until the last moment and keep
in touch with Headquarters by some means or other.

(15) Guards at W/T. Station and at the Ammunition Dump
will assist the Naval personnel in the work of 
destruction as required..

(16) Further orders will he issued as to action to he
taken in dealing with ammunition dumps not mentioned 
above.

(17) All stores, clothing, etc., at Headquarters will he
destroyed by the Headquarters Staff.

(18) The "Dawn” will he scuttled in the harbour.

(19) Keep cool and act quickly.

(20) Suitable tools for rapid destruction must he obtained
immediately and kept at all points where destruct­
ion is to take place, viz 
etc.

There is no dishonour in losing your

Heavy Hammers, Petrol,© ,

(SGD.) C. DONALD ALLDERIDGE, 
Colonel,

C. Troops,
3/2/42.

0.
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GOVSEHLIEHT HOUSE, 

STANLEY,

24th February, 1942.

FALKLAHP I3LAITDS.

sir.
In the event of a land attack on this Colony, 

it has 'been decided to put into ruthless force what 
in commonly known as "Scorched earth" policy.

Please therefore arrange with the civil population 

which Is affected 'by this policy that full plans he 

prepared, so that no delay or confusion would arise 

when and if the time comes.
The military and naval authorities have been

informed*
Of course you will realise that this is only 

a precautionary warning and in no way indicates that 

the position here has deteriorated.

± am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

f

'■ CARDWALL

Honourable 
oodg&te, R#I•B#A*,

STANLEY*



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

From....Tae secretary of state for the Colonies.

His Excellency the Governor.To

Despatched : 9th April, 19 42. Time : 11.29.
Received: 19 Time :• 090

No. 56o Secret. 
5th Secret.

With reference to your despatch of February 
Scorched Earth.

I. position in South Georgia has been under examination 
here as it is important from the Admiralty point of view that 
plans should be drawn up and approved as soon as possible.

It is considered they should be based on the following

(a) as resources are limited only two stations at 
Leith and Grytviken where considerable stocks 
lie can be covered by the plans.

(b) As any raid will be sudden schemes will have to be 
simple and all Stocks must be kept to barest 
minimum and surplus stocks removed now.

(c) Owing to difficulties of communication schemes 
for the two places must be decentralized.

(d) As Grytviken Station is owned by the Argentine 
Company whatever assurances are obtained from the 
Company about Stocks and their destruction, 
independent organized demolition schemes should 
be made.

2.
premises:-

3- Following is tentative plan which has been drawn up:-

(a) Defence Regulation to be passed (1) authorizing 
Defence Force to enter and inspect all whaling 
establishments. (2) Authorizing destruction in 
emergency of any material that the local 
C ornma nde r thi nk s fit. (3) Forbidding the hold­
ing of idle stocks of Fuel on Whale Oil.

(b) Plan for emergency demolition of Fuel and Whale 
Oil stocks at Grytviken to be prepared by the Officer Command­
ing South Georgia Defences at that place. Officer Commanding 
detachment, Falkland Islands Defence Force at Leith Harbour
to prepare plan for emergency demolition of any stocks 
remaining there under Officer Commanding South Georgia 
Defences. This plan to include inspection of closed Stations 
at Husvik and Stroran.ess to ensure that no stores useful to 
the enemy lie idle.

(c) Schemes to be put into operation at any time 
after the Magistrate has proclaimed a "state of emergency" 
and when there is imminent danger of Oil and Fuel Stores 
being captured.

(d) Demolition Stores to be despatched as soon as 
possible together with instructions for their use. Quantity 
and type of these stores will be based on information avail­
able here as to plants and stocks.

(e) Emergency Wireless Communications to be provided 
for South Georgia for use in the event of destruction o± tne 
Station at Grytviken.

It is proposed steps should oe taicen here oo ootain
production/

4.
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production of Stoclcs (see paragraph 2 (h)) and that ins truct­
ions should he prepared hy the War Office regarding 3 
War Office are taking action on 3 (d) and are investigating 
3 (e).

5* Please telegraph your views on paragraphs 2 and 3 
above together with any suggestions for making plans outlined

In particular I
sSoSmU S of proposals
in paragraphs 2 
at Grytviken. 
at this stage.

(h) and 3 (a) (3) on activities of Company 
Company should not of course he approached

SECRETARY Of STATE.

>e

/VU.UV/ UJ. VAA
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TELEGRAM.

From His..Excellency...the..Governor.

The Secretary of State for the Colonies.To

19 42. Firne : •Despatched: 11th April,

19 . . Time :Received: • • «

Ho. j50. Secret. Your telegram No. 56. Secret, 
earth; South Georgia.

2. Your paragraph 2 plans have already "been made to cover 
all the mentioned facts two months ago. But removal of stocks 
above minimum requirements is dependent.on transport; 
importance of this is realized and the Magistrate will see that 
this is done in so far as is possible.

Your para. 3 (a) I am advised all necessary power exists 
under present regulations, 
state of emergency.
Defence Force but is Competent Authority.

(b) plan already made; (c) no comment; (d) demolition 
stores- asked for from South Georgia are being sent by this 
steamer and if more required I shall be informed by wireless 
but in view of lack of communication am sending ample in 
addition to those asked for; (e) plans for emergency wireless 
have been made and by this steamer all material asked for is 
being sent, the installation I am informed requiring only a few 
hours.

Scorched

the

South Georgia is in a permanent 
The Magistrate is not only a member of

4. Captain Fleuret the new Magistrate proceeds to South 
Georgia within the next few days and he has been instructed to 
submit a full report by returning vessel on all points referred 
to as well as other pertinent matters, 
what War Office means about sending plans or stores, 
the smallest opportunity in time the place will be destroyed 
ruthlessly.

I cannot understand
Given

GOVERNOR.

IN AND OUT CODS.
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TELEGRAM.

SECRETARY. OF STATE.FOR. THE COLONIES.No. 125q From

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.
To

Despatched: 19 42. Time •' 0630.

19 42.

April 11th. My telegram 29th January

11th April,
Received: Time : 1030.12th April, 9, .

Secret. Circular unnumbered.

Secret Circular unnumbered add the following sentence at the end of

"Stocks of currency, postage and revenue stamps,paragraph 1 (a) begins, 

bearer securities and other valuable documents should be removed or

destroyed. Ends.
SECRETARY OF STATE.I.D. C. 0.
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TELEGRAM.

rrs£r:T.Ta=

AVr,™ SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.No. 259o

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.To

Despatched : 20th April, 19 b2. 

21st April, 19 h2.

Time : 1245.

Time : 1 030.
(Ad 20-

With reference to your telegram No. 60 very much appreciate

Received :

No, 61o Secret®
Assume you will telegraph further on receipt of

Explanatory reasons of sending stores 

56 with instructions for

action you have taken, 

report referred to in paragraph 4*

' referred to in paragraph 3 (d) of my telegram No. 

their use "being sent by air mail via Montevideo.

SECRETARY OF STATE.I.D. C. 0.



Leith Harbour,
SOUTH GEORGIA,

The Magistrate, 
SOUTH GEORGIA.

Lear Sir,

I acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your 

letter of 21st April, 1942, and attach herewith the 

particulars of the storage tanks in Leith Harbour, Stromness

The latter you did not ask for in 

your letter but I surmise the particulars will be required

and Prince Olaf Harbour*

also*

We have on the Station here approximately 1655 tons 

of Fuel oil - the property of the Ministry of Food and also

2*

have in storage 2943 tons belonging to the Compania

The Ministry of Food oil is reserve*Argentina de Pesca.

The only whale oil on this Station is 700 barrels of X Oil which

is of little commercial value, but we have in storage in Prince 

Olaf Harbour 50 barrels of Ho* 2. whale oil.

3. I am unable to obtain the particulars of the storage 

tanks at Husvik Harbour today but the Manager has promised the 

information tomorrow if permissable.

4* I regret that it is impossible at the moment to send 

you the details of the food supplies but will do so immediately 

opportunity offers*

5* The total number of men employed by Leith Harbour, 

Stromness and Husvik is 24, 5 and 4 respectively*

Yours faithfully,

(SGD) R. HANSEN.
manager#
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LEITH HARBOUR

Fuel Oil Tanks*

1018 tons*No. 1. About

11 2* 19 1240 "
M /" 3. II 120

it 4* 11 90 11

90 "" 5. 

" 6.

11

it 1240 "

1640 "" 7 o 1?

'■ 8. ti 490 ”

" 9* to 490 "

1640 "" 10. II

460 "" 11 o 19

M 12 o 10 340 "

Whale Oil Tanks.

A. 315 tons.

275 "
161 "

180 "

About

B. 11

C. it

D. it

267 "

340 " 

267 "

262 " "

E. II

F. 11

G. it

H. 11

359 "I. it

190 " ^11K.

1858 "L. 11

tiM. 1240 " j-"-'

1648 "

1648 "

IIN.
110.

• I •



HUSVIK HARBOUR.

Fuel Oil Tanks#

1500 tons each* 

800 tons each*
5No. 1.

No. 6. - 7

"TJhale Oil Tanks*

600 mm High.10,750 mm diairuNo. I*

-dc-Noo 2, -do~

No. 3* -do-

6,250 mm high. 

4,500 mm "

-dc-

-do-

11,000 mm diam 

10,7p0 mm "
No. 4.

No. 5o 

No. 6. -dc-

No. 7* 

No. 8.

-do- -do-

-d 0- -do-

3,500 mm high. 

-do-

6,100 mm high. 

6,250

7,750 mm diam

-do-

10,850 ram diam. 

11,250 mm "

No. 9.

nO.lO.

No.11.

n0.12. -do-

*



?riiuc± olmf harbour.

8 tanks each of 55^ tons capacity* 

i tank of 545 tons capacity.

1 tank of J40 tons capacity. _

halo v,il htcck: - bar re Is.



£

STOOMNESS.

Fuel Oil Tanks*

Nos 21 - 26* 1300 tons each.

Whale Oil Tanks.

244 tons.No. 2.

219 tons.ri 3.
II 3l4 tons. V" 

80 tons.

4.

5*n

80 tons.60It

80 tons.n 7*
380 tons. 
490 tons. 
490 tons.

(9 9-
It 10.
It 11.

12. 490 tons. 

l8o tons.

11

13.it

329 tons.

329 tons.

833 tons.

833 tons.

833 tons.

833 tons.

833 tons. L/

rt 14.

15*11

16.i»

Lsit 17.
u18.It

II 19.
If 20.
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The Magistrate’s Office, 

South Georgia,
23rd April, 1942.

SECRET.

Sir,
In accordance with Your Excellencyfs instructions 

I have the honour to submit a brief report on the 
several subjects mentioned below :

Arrangements have been made for theDEMOLITION.
destruction of Wireless Telegraph Station and all 
machinery, by charges of gelignite and smashing of 
equipment with heavy hammers.

Oil Fuel and Whale Oil Tanks will also be blown 
The Water Pipe Line at Grytviken which providesup.

all the power for the machinery at the Whaling Station 
will be blown up. 
provided by this means, 
on the Station will be destroyed, 
unless power is available the oil fuel in winter time 
could not be pumped from the tanks since it will not 
flow until heated.

Similar arrangements have been made at Leith, 
Stromness and Husvik for the destruction of the Tanks, 
Stocks of Oil, etc.

The stocks of Oil Fuel kept at the several Stations 
are sufficient only for requirements and there is no 
surplus with the exception of that referred to in 
paragraph 2 of Mr. Hansen’s letter of the 22nd of April, 
1942.

The Electric Light supply is also 
All machinery and equipment 

I am informed that

Particulars of Oil storage tanks and oil stocks 
are attached.

I do not anticipate any difficulty in carrying 
out a ruthless destruction of all machinery, stores, 
etc., if the need arises.
FOOD SUPPLIES.

A list of Stocks of food held at Pesca Station is 
These are sufficient for 240 men for 1 month 

It has not been possible to
attached.
or 50 men for 6 months, 
obtain particulars of food supplies held at Leith but 
these will be forwarded as soon as received, 
and Stromness are fed from Leith.

_____
m /’ 0^1 . Husvik

PERSONNEL.

The number of men employed on Pesca Station at the 
present moment is 240, of whom 195 will be leaving the 
dependency within the next month, 
remain at this Station during the winter months. There 
are on an average 300 men employed at Pesca Station 
during the whaling season.

The total number of men employed at this date at 
Leith Harbour is 24 while there are maintenance parties 
of 5 and 4 respectively at Stromness and Husvik. No 
men are employed at Prince Olaf Harbour.
WHALING.

Forty-five men will

It is anticipated that Pesca will work next season 
but extremely doubtful if Salvesen will as they have no 
boats.

HIS EXCELLENCY
THE GOVERNOR, 

STANLEY.
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I propose to furnish Your Excellency with 
further particulars regarding the number of members 
of the Defence Force employed at South Georgia at a 
later date.

I have the honour to he,
Sir,

Your Excellency’s most
obedient servant,

’
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PARTICULARS OF STORAGE TANKS AND STOCKS OF

OILS AT SOUTH GEORGIA.

COMP AN IA ARGENTINA DEPESCA - GRYTVIKEN.

Capacity.

50 tons each* 
700 "
750 Tt 

1000 "

Number.Storage Tanks.

Whale Oil Tanks 18o o . <9 0 0 • • «O 0 o
TT TT TTTT 2o o o o.o o o o o.o
TT nTTTT 2o o oo o o o o o o o e
IT TT TTTT 4O O O o o oO 0 o o o o

1250 "
1000 "

rtFuel Oil Tanis 5o o o O O 0ooo o o o
TTTT T!TT 2ooo O © oooo ooo

Stock HeldOil Fuel©

Grytviken 
Stored in Leith

3,250 tons. 
2,943 "

ooo ooo ooo
ooo ooo

Whale & Seal Oil.

Grytviken 6,750 Tons.oooooo OOO

MESSRS CHRo SALVESEN & C0o LTD0 - LEITH.

As in list attached.

VESTFOLD WHALING CO. (STROMNESS)

As in list attached, but no stocks of oil of any 
description are held there.

( HUSVIK HARBOUR)TONSBERG WHALING CO.

Ad in list attached, but no stocks of oil of any 
description are held there.

PRINCE OLAF HARBOUR. (MESSRS SALVESEN & CO.)

As in list attached.



EXTRACT FRO?.I SECRET LETTER ADDRESSED TO HIS
EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR BY CART. A. I. FLEURET,

# MAGISTRATE, SOUTH GEORGIA, of 23rd April, 1942,

DEMOLITION. Arrangements have been made for the 
destruction of Wireless Telegraph Station and all 
machinery, by charges of gelignite and smashing of 
equipment with heavy hammers.

Oil Fuel and Whale Oil tanks will also be blown 
The Water Pipe Line at G-rytviken which provides 

all the power for the machinery at the Whaling Station- 
will be blown up. The Electric Light supply is also 
provided by this means, 
on the Station v/ill be destroyed, 
unless power is available the oil fuel in v/inter time 
could not be pumped from the tanks since it will not 
flow until heated.

up.

All machinery and equipment 
I am informed that

Similar arrangements have been made at Leith, 
Stromness and Husvik for the destruction of the Tanks, 
Stocks of oil, etc.

The stocks of Oil Fuel kept at the several Stations 
are sufficient only for requirements and there is no 
surplus with the exception of that referred to in 
paragraph 2 of Mr. Hansen’s letter of the 22nd of April, 
1942.

Particulars of Oil storage tanks and oil stocks 
are attached.

I do not anticipate any difficulty in carrying 
out a ruthless destruction of all machinery, stores, 
etc if the need arises.c ,
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TELEGRAM.

MAGISTRATE,SOUTH GEORGIA.From
COLONIAL SECRETARY.

To

Time : 4. 00.

Time: 16.15.

27th April, 19 42.

27th April, 19 42.

My letter 23Td April addressed to Governor stoc-k whale and

Despatched, :

Received:

No. 66®

seal oil held by Compania Argentina de Pesca will probably be exported

during the winter.

MAGISTRATE.
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TELEGRAM.

-T7WJ2;

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR*From

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.To

Despatched: 19 42. Time :30th April*

Received: 19 Time :icocoooooocoji # • o o«o

is
No. 74*______________ With reference to your telegram Secret No® 56 paragraph 3
(d) South Georgia telegraph they require further demolition stores as 
follows :~

SECRET,

150 lhs blasting gelatine or substitute preferably plastic on account 
of weather; 300 yards FID fuse or cordtex or prirna cord; 100 primers;
150 detonators..

Magistrate reports he anticipates no difficulty in carrying out 
ruthless destruction of all machinery* stores* etc 
in winter oil fuel has to be heated as it will not otherwise flow.

but points out that« 3

Please note that there will be a long delay in communication between 
Stanley and Montevideo after middle of May*

In and out code* GOVERNOR..
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TELEGRAM.
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From His Ex.c.e.llenc.y....the. Governor,

Secretary of State for the Colonies.To

19 42. Time : .Despatched: 30th April, • 9

19 ... Time: •Received: « •
‘ »V.

four telegram Bo. 56 Secret paragraph 3 (&) in order to 
information following particulars ve been received, first 

(1) ./hale Oil tanks (a) Grytviken 18 50 tons,
4 1000 tons; ' (To) Leith one each of following tonnage 

359? 1240, 1858 and two each 267? 1648;
* (d) Strornness 3 each 80 tons, 490 tons, 

314 tons, 244 tons, 219 tons,

9 ©9 • •

Ilo. 78. Secret.
Supplemen t your 
figure units second tons : 
2 ^700 tons, 2 750 tons,
161, 180, 190, 262,
(c) Husvik 
2 329 tons, 5 833 tons,
180 tons.

275; 315; 340,
12 tanks varying capacity;

one each 580 tons,

1000; (b) Leith
1240, 2 1640;

540 tons, 1 548, 8 550;

(2) Fuel Oil tanks: (a) Grytviken 3 
2 90tons, 1 120, 1 340, 1 480, 2 490,

Husvik 5 1500 tons 7 800; (d) Prince Olaf 1 
Stromness 6 1300 tons.

1250 tons, 2 
1 1018, 1

:

3250 tons, Leith 2943*Stocks of ft 3l oil : ] LI >3 *d _ , Ike

Stock il Lale Oil same date Grytviken 6750 tons including seal which
jxpor i wini *, Ls: 3 702 • • 0 s 3 ■•"0.1, —Arc bine I

C1 ■ f 50 '

: rEENC l.
IK . OUT id 3.

/



• Decode.
TELEGRAM.
~r^JLL ^Kssr^^rsrzrxa

NO* 111a SECRETARY OP STATE FOR THE COLONIES*From

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.To

Despatched : 19 42.

19 42.

Time :7th May, 0920a
Received: Time :?th May, 10.30.

No. 76. Secret*. vVith reference to your telegram No. 74 last 

paragraph should he glad to learn the reasons of delay referred to.

I.D.C.O* SECRETARY OP STATE.



5/7/43Decode.
TELEGRAM.

HIS EXCELLENCY..THE GOVERNQR•.From

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
To

Time :19 42.Despatched: 7th ay, coca

'Time :19Received: ooooooocoooeco « • o e

33>
Y/ith reference to your telegram No. 76 Secret only

As at present scheduled

88* Secret#No.

one steamer plies between here and Montevideo*, 

she will reach here again about end May and not again until middle July 

as she is carrying skins from South Chile on Imperial Government account.

GOVERNOR.

I.D. C. 0.



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

No. 432. pr0m SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE.. COLONIES.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.
To...

Time :19 42.

19 42.

ai.
With reference to your telegram No. 74 please

Despatched: 23rG May, 15.15.
Time :Received : 24th May, 10.30.

No. 94. SECRET.

telegraph whether demolition stores specified are required in

was given m my Most Secret Air Mail Despatch of April 21st.

SECRETARY OF STATE.

IN & OUT CODE.



I )ecode.
TELEGRAM.

prom HIS...EXC.3LLMQY...THE. GOVERNOR.

SEC .ETARY OP STATE FOR THE COLONIES.
To

Time :19 42.Despatched: 25th May,

Time :19Received:

3^.
No. 106. Score 00 With reference to your telegram No* 94 SECRET

requirements referred to are repeat are additional stop Your air 

mail despatch April 21st not yet received.,

GOVERNOR.IN & OUT CODS.



Decode. 5JlU%.TELEGRAM.

No. 514- SECRETLY. OP STATE FOR...THE. COLONIES.From

HI3 EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR*
To

19 42. 

19 42.

Time :Despatched: 2045.30th May,

Tim e :Received : 1st June, 1030*

oko^cf -^(c)
No. 100, Secret. 'tilth reference to your telegram No. 106 stores

specified in your telegram No. 74 "being sent Ly next opportunity.

I.D.C.O.- SECRETARY OP STATE.



iin 3 mca j s for . of... ' ina : supplied.

•i q:if; for boilers U] dsr steax

Place charge on top of boiler so that weight 
ide and th , the other

(.'hetch I),

b. 7 untying cord and dr 
; : f£ r ■ l os jible, 1 ing c ■ 1 fc] t t] : ■ 3 
are no kinks in it. (sketch 2)

1 out fuser\ r ' 
' O'. ^ ’:

Join the igniter set to the s 1 y lairing 
the capped ends together overlapping for about 
25 cms. with ends of the fuse and igniter 
pointii g in opposite, dir 3ti ns. 
o 3 1 i firmly with t pe for al out 10 eras, in 
the centre.

c.

md the

( k tch 3 - det :1 A) •

d. To fire the cl r ;e«_______ __________ Remove safety pin from
igniter n pul? ^ oth rings (’in'vil ).



IITSTRI 3TIC S PC 1 5S < . BAT TRIALS PI ISP.

o :s pc . bc ii is i ' ui: ip ' 3 r1 ~.— i

1 ~ si oi 11 i:' i ossil 13 1 a ; 1 ced
i] 3 tl . "be ildv, I:? ih€ i njhole on tlx©
to: is ogen? untie the cord at the neck of 
th bag d dr r oi t the fuse; then, keeping 

63 d o: tj 5 fi s ; 1< er tl •. c3 »ge i si 3 . th 3 
-oiler and secure it hy the cord attached to 
the /e ght. ( •1:a tch 1 :.nd 2).

. . o

l3 o3 e i t oi ■ , the cl: rg . should 
1 3 jd ii tl 3 ash pi1 lind . ■ tj 3 gr t • s f r 

as possible.

If th

hack

Join the igniter set to the fuse "by laying 
t3 e cap] 3d ei ds t Dge fcl . *r .'r ?r3 : ii g f >r 

ut h'e is * w i tl en Is of tl ie fus e nc 
n it r ( in ting in opposite directions,

the over! firmly with t ; € f( hout 
iC cms* in the centre (Petail .i.)

h.

Co To fire the da; r; ;e. 
from iw. it ei an

Remove fety pin 
•ull hotli rings (shetch f)

llote o fhe effect is much greater 'f the 
hoiler is full of water- 
"boilers are now empty they should 
immediately he filled so that they are ready.

If the



Ill'S :U -.1: ITS US OP . . . iRIALS sup] LIED.

OIL AND "r ALB OIL TANKS**

I-lace the charge on the loner ; art of
- 3 tan!: clo-e to the [bottom as ;i __ _11_1_9

any rivets * d a.’ y L:■■ h ? :o; a.
: v ill 3J < re hy • f its 

nd w L13 need os c r 1 g (8 k stcl U) -

4-‘
U.L

cl ear U J.
T

ig] t r 3 et to tli e fu le ' y l yn g 
el ends together overl pii ig tor

. J o

the C:
. ith ends of the fuse and

igr i ' • x )i ti <, i ox : te i r ti aa 
i d th ' ov rl . air/, fi - ly with 11 pe for 
.>ut 10 c a, i tl tre (D . t il A.}

Remove safety pin
froh i -niter "ari pull Loth rings (Sheten 1.)

‘ir . ■ .c.



2. U 42.#

X8 SUHLIjD.. RUC ?IC:TS FOR USS OF :.l •• r i T

' rrcjirpi:,?:: full cil .in oil t;j l:s .

: ' "by . : 3 Lg
71 it.ei** i:fo -0,3 socket on the end of the^

a.
L

f us e

Lary should 1 plac where tl a 7.1 
• ] ij g fr the tank cai . " >v r it hut 

it should not 1 s placed le >s tl a3 3 me1 
from th; tan*:: othe::-v:ise it might he damaged hy 
the e:n lesion.

he ii • ‘ louI . Ignite imrae "h tely
pi icin ■ tlLe cl the t* nlc.

c.

\

\
’



r s

6th A^ori 1 1942
U

T0j|- II.E. The Governor, 
Falkland Islands,

Please receive stores packed as under

CASE SERIAL CONTENTS QUANTITY

Medium (6Ibs) Tarbabies 
Igniter sets 
Igniters for tarbabies
Medium (61bs) Tarbabies 
Igniter sets for tarbabies 
5Ibs. charges for oil tanks 
51bs. boiler charges
Medium (61bs) Tarbabies 
Igniter Sets
Igniter sets for tarbabies
Medium (61bs) Tarbabies 
Igniters for tarbabies 
51bs. boiler charges 
31bs. charges for oil tanlcs
Medium (61bs) Tarbabies 
Igniter sets for tarbabies 
5lbs. charges for oil tanks
Medium (6lbs) Tarbabies 
igniter sets for tarbabies 
31bs. charges for oil tanlcs 
51bs. boiler charges

EL 1 7
22
12

EL 2 3
8

20
2

EG 1 6
52
12

EG 2 6
12

1
12

EG 3 2
4

26
EG 4 6

12
12

1



r 4 :.VV.FAL 1 1 h it.. oolonial Office,
Downing 1treet,

Dl5’'
; c~_,.

Vpr:il, 1942.

aSir s

■. .. once to vour telegram 11 o. /oO
• 61 . ;•:• v the honour to transmit 

. 'u . ... demolition stores which
■u*o noing sent to you under arrangements made by 
the .* ffIce at the first available

.. . . ... 9 togci . with instructions for
their use.. ■

Jp I should explain, with reference to 
. . Lti at > sentence of paragraph 4 of your

tolegrn-.i -«o. Go*, that it wa.^ appreciated that the 
shortness of time available might be the limiting 
factor ir. executing ’’scorched earth” plana and 
that the stores that are being sent are therefore 
specially designed for rapid effective 
demolitions, 
can be fired in all weathers by pull-igniters*
The incendiaries are the product of experience in 
rales on forway. 
these special stores may enable you to increase 
inaterially the efficiency of the arrangements 
which you have already made.

The or Office have suggested that 
the following remarks about the stores themselves

2.

The charges are easily fixed and

The far Office feel that

3.

might

0 a . * Or •Chivlhh- * *

etc etc.* 9



}i
might be m,efei t v ;y:-u* 
arc for heith uroour* nnd •'/:/" for ,:r>tvleon. 
’d^rhobiee' re. soeeiri 1 . •.: :. • L .■/; .'• :• mb . 
lighting v.u e 1L fiov?o fr . ci tan:..
She . ■-1 jet, .. for b >th tin 8. It* i 
ft» lt« 0' . .... v tv; ii U . ,,.
The "tterbaby * ignit-rt* jcto merely acre-;/ into 
a socket.

s/he c jco narked ' A

: ... 1 • ■ 9i .." • not . . I .. . . .
All the stereo -re b^sirrud to vi th:; vsnb 
deteriorn tl on. duo t. *. •: o .m<:. oil.:s; to*

j heva live honour to be,
lir *
Your ‘-nest obedient

her do it. e erven t,

------v

■»

i /A :A/^-&

/

i



n/7/h.Z, MINUTE.IV o.

(It is requested 
that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted.)

5th August#...19 42.

To She Magistrate#From

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,
mw.RmomiA«

Stanley, Falkland Islands.SECRET,

I have the honour to forward the attached copy of a despatch 
received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies9 together 
with enclosures# relative to certain demolition stores for use at 
South Georgia*

The stores have been received in Stanley# and arrangements 
are being made to ship them to South Georgia by s* s* ”Albatross” 
due to leave Stanley this afternoon*

2.

for Colonial Secretary.



t SECRET INSTRUCTIONS.

Captain Aldridge.

lujis /h'ffs. zj/f/taMr^^Pe^poli.

"Scorched Earth" in Secretariat.

Object. Prevention of Secret Piles falling into enemy hands.

1o Immediate Action.

(a) All Secret files to be stored in left hand steel 
cupboard in my office. All files in action to be re­
turned there daily on closing of office.

0>) Cupboard to be kept locked. One set of keys to be kept 
by Captain Aldridge. Duplicate set to be hung on nail 
in (un-locked) cupboard below safe in Assistant Colonia 
Secretary?s Office.

Action on receipt of "Destroy" signal.

Note. "Destroy" Signals rocket fired from Government House 
and/or personal message.

Both officers to come to Secretariat as quickly as 
possible. This duty to override all others. If one 
officer is already a casualty the other will carry out 
the following duties alone, and in any case the first 
officer to arrive will carry on without waiting for the 
other.

2o

(a)

0>) Remove files from cupboard and burn in the furnace. 

Remain until every paper is consumed.(c)
Captain Aldridge, or if he is a casualty, Mnsi Pear on 
to report by quickest possible means to me that the 
destruction has been carried out.

(d)

(e) Return to other duties.

7/l- fj
Colonial Secretary.

2-



* Cbe Jalhlanfc Islands fiDomgartg, Cimitcb.
(INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851)

REGISTERED 1902.

AGENTS FOR LLOYDS.

Telegrams "FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY" via RADIO.

3rd.... August..19liiu

Sir

"DEMOLITION"
I beg to refer to my memorandum of 7th February 1942 and 

letter of 16th October 1942, both addressed to the Executive 

Engineer, on the subject of the scheme for demolition of property

and stores in the event of a military emergency. I understand

that the file was later handed over to the Controller of Civil

Defence ami has since been passed on to you.

I would like to be informed whether the scheme is still

in statu quo or whether it has been dropped. Dumps of incendiary

materials are still maintained in our various buildings and 

though the risk of arson may be remote we naturally do not see

the point of running any totally unnecessary risks.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Honourable,
T^e Colonial Secretary, 

STANLEY.



>»/ if

8th August, kh.

. ir-3

..'ith reference to your letter of the 5?d August, there 

is no objection to your removing the dumps of incendiary 

material prepared for demolition purposes provided that they

can be replaced d; a few hours notice.

.1 have the honour to bt

dir,

four obedient servant,

K. G BRADLEY
Golonial Secretary.

r4ie manager,
Falkland Islands Company, Ltd • >

STAIJLEY.



■6/J/h2,No. MINUTE.
(.It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence^ this minute, 
the £bve Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

19 Ub-3 th August,

To Th e Controller 5
From . olonj ■ t

Civil Defence js

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I cub? Ion, t mentioned the Falkland.• .i.-.

'otapany9 & demolition preparations to His Excellency this
' r.1 ; written to the Manager*Co, 'J 01 v. *1 + 4-■noruing i'.na or.*.;.

.. / •.- -i •

Cories hre alreaIhe • ted ■ _«... s shouH 3 your file,2.

in mine*

K. G BRADLEY
Colonial Secretary



INo. MINUTE.
5'(It is requested 

that, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

26th August, 19 44‘

To The Ilonoura’ble Colonial Secretary,
From Civil Defence Office, §tGR_ET4/?K',y\vV ^VSTMLSX,c£

©( 6\ AUG.1944
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

AND "•

^ I t>eg to acknov/ledge receipt of your letter of 

the 8th insto and to inform you that the papers you
KT/y

forwarded have "been placed in ray file.

Civil Defence.

O'



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

# No. 31. na irsrrrgsms .ir :v

. The ..M agist rate,...South. ...Georgia.

The Colonial Secretary..To

Despatched : 4th 19 45 

19 45

23.45.December Time :

December 5th 10.00.Received: Time :

[\To. 134. SECRET. Your despatch 5th August 1942 S/7/42 suggest

for consideration that all demolition stores held here now be dumped in

deep water.

MAGISTRATE.

G. T. C..



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

izgrzigr

The Colonial Secretary.,From

The Magistrate, South Georgia.To

December 6 th 19 45Despatched : Time :

Received :

£ ■

No. 115. SECRETo Your telegram No. 134 •

COLONIAL SECRETARY*

i

\G.T.C.

I


