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I submit that, ifthMs Government is liable 
to pay compensation to firms or individuals for any 
damage to property or destruction of godds as a 
result of enemy attack on the Island, excepting (h) 
of the S of S!s telegram lo 16, it will perhaps be 
found Expedient to put the proposed scheme into 
operation. If, on the other hand, this Government 
is not liable for such damage, the scheme is not 
necessary.
views on the subject.

It will be interesting to learn H.F/s

for Financial Secretary. 
16/7/1942.
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II.C.R.
Ref, your (1). No - the position id the same as it 

was in England prior to the passing of the War Damage Act
of 1941 hut this Act was made retrospective to September 3rd 1939.

Yes - I think Red 14 realizes a moral obligation but hedges on any definite nromise.
Ref, your (13). I should not rule out cover against 

damage irPthe camps from air-raid. As I read Red 15; when 
we got the "specimen legislation" (final words) we shall find 
that it covers everything except seizure owing to enemy 
occupation or comnulsory demolition and if'so, this will be in accordance with the War Damage Act 1941.

All that appears to be necessary at present is a decision 
before JlcJ^obeHL Lst_ rxyrt on the general proposition - the details 
will follow when we get the "further information and specimen legislation".

S

» *
Legal adviser. 

29/7/42.
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Decode.*
TELEGRAM.

N O. 251. From.....SECRETARY OP.STATE FOR THE..COLONIES*

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.To

Despatched : 23rd June, 19 42. 

24th June, 19 42.

Time : 1750.
Received: 1030.

&. 2 •
Circular unnumbered June 23rd. My circular despatch of June 2nd 1941* 
Majesty *s Government have foujid it necessary to review the whole question 
of war damage in the Colonies. Tve possibility of restoring propertsr or 
granting compensation for War damage in the Colonial Empire must he related 
to wider problems of all War damage*. It is impossible to foresee at present 
how problems will be dealt with after the War and in view of the uncertainly 
H.M* Government feels it impossible to make any definite promise to Colonies 
at this stage. It is however recognised that the Colonies are entitled to 
such assurances as can legitimately be given and it has decided that the 
assurances should be in the following terms "It will be the general aim 
of H.Mu Government after the ’War that, with a view to the well being of the 
people and the resumption of productive activities, property and goods 
destroyed or damaged in the Colonial Empire should be replaced or repaired 
to such extent and over such a period of time as resources permit. If 
resources of any part of the Colonial Empire are insufficient to enable 
this purpose to be achieved without aid, H.M. Government would be ready to 
give what assistance they can in conjunction with such common funds or 
organisations that may be established for Post War Reconstruction."

His

It would clearly be impossible for any Colonial Government in the 
event of extensive War damage to finance any Compensation Scheme without 
the backing of H.M. Government and I consider therefore the general policy 
of the Colonial Governments should be not to enact such legislation. 
Assurances in the terms mentioned above can be given such publicity as you 
think desirable.

There would be no objection to small payments to relieve hardship 
being made in the case of a person who through enemy action loses all his 
goods and chattels and means of his livelihood. H.M. Government would be 
prepared to stand behind Cplonial Governments in the event of such a 
payment exceeding their resources. No publicity should be givento this 
arrangement and in the event of any such cases occuring in the territory 
with which you are concerned I should be consulted before any scale of 
payment is finally decided.

SECRETARY OP STATE.G. T. Sf.

i



Decode.
TELEGRAM.

No. 16. SECRETARY OP STATE FOR THE COLONIES.From

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.
To

Despatched : 1436.19 42. Time :2nd July,

Received: 19 42. Time :3rd July, 1030.

No. 117* I shall be glad if you will consider whether a Commodity Jar 
Risks Insurance scheme should be introduced in the Falkland Islands. Such 
schemes are in operation or being prepared in various Colonies. They are 
based generally on United Kingdom scheme but simpler and they are guarantee! 
by H.M. Government under certain conditions, 
adopted in most Colonies is as follows

Outlining guaranteed scheme 
(a) under the control of 

Government (b) participation compulsory (c) subject to suitable minimum 
value (d) applies generally to goods held for sale including crops in store 
on plantations (e) administered through insurance companies as agents of 
Government on the terms approved by Treasury (f) premium § per cent per 
month initially (g) any ultimate deficiency insurance fupd paid by treasury 
disposal of any surplus as treasury may direct (h) risks of seizure owing 
to enemy occupation or compulsory demolition cannot be covered.

It may be that in the case of a small Colony issue of policy collectioi 
premiums and assessment of damage could, be undertaken by local staff if 
insurance agents are not available.

The question of guarantee by H#M. Government has recently been under 
review and it has been decided asit is undesirable action is to be de­
ferred until emergency actually develops which means no accumulation of 

I funds from premium payments is possible no new scheme will be guaranteed 
• unless guarantee is applied for before October 1st next.

If you consider that introduction of a scheme in the Falkland islands 
is desirable and would be practicable I will send you further information 
and specimen legislation.

SECRETARY OF STATS.G.T.C.



r
C$<-5J)Decode.

TELEGRAM.
SECRETARY OP STATS FOR THE COLONIES.No..166. From
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

To......

Despatched: 14th August, 19 42. 

15th August, 19 42.

13.25*Time :

Received: 10.30.Time :

Qs'T No. 134.
July 2nd commodities War Risks Insurance Scheme.

Shall he grateful for a reply to my telegram No. 117 of

SECRETARY OP ST3LTE.G.T.C.

i



r Decode.
: # TELEGRAM.

HIS EXCELLENC£ THE GOVERNOR,From

SECRETARY OP STATE FOR THE COLONIES.To

Time :21st August, 19 42.Despatched:

Time :19Received:

3a./A
No. 167# With reference to your telegrams No. 117 and. 134 introduction
of scheme in this Colony is considered unnecessary and not practicable.

GOVERNOR.



7th August, 1941*

To the UNDER- SEC RET ARY OP STATE, 
COLONIAL OFFICE,

Downing Street,
LONDON, S.W.l.

Sir,

War Risk Insurance at South Georgia Island,
Our friends, the Compania Argentina de Pesca,

S.A. Buenos Aires, who operate a Whaling Station at 
GRYTvIKEN, South Georgia, have enquired of us whether it 
is possible to cover War risk on their property there.

We shall be glad to know, therefore, whether any 
Scheme is at present in operation, and, if so, is it 
applicable to goods and fixed property, and to whom 
should application be made to obtain the required cover?

If a scheme is not in operation perhaps you would 
kindly inform us v/hether the matter is at present 
under consideration.

Thanking you in anticipation of any information you 
may be able to give us,

We are etc • 9
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Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, 

W.l.13502/7A1.
25th August, 1941

Gentlemen

In reply to your letter T/KP 
of the 7th August I am directed by 
Lord Moyne to inform you that there 
is at present no legislation in 
force applicable to South Georgis 
regarding compensation for war 
damage to property. A copy of the 
War Damage Act 1941 was sent to the 
Governor of the Falkland Islands 
shortly after its enactment, with 
a request that he would consider 
whether any similar locsl 
legislation was required. His 
reply has not yet been received. 
Lord Moyne feels considerable 
doubt, however, whether legislation 
on those lines would be necessary 
or, indeed, appropriate in the 
Falkland Islands and its 
Dependencies.

I 8m etc •»

(3gd.) J.A. CALDER.

MESSRS. WILLIAM BRANDT'S SONS AND COMPANY



)
B. BRANDT’S SONS & GO.

LONDON, E.C.3.
369 Fenchurcta Street,

6th February,19A2

INSURANCE DEPARTMENT.
T/KP

THE UNDER-SECRETARY OP STATE , 
COLONIAL OFFICE, 

Downing Street,
S.W.l.

Sir,

Your reference 15502/7/Ll.

We Leg to refer to our letter of the 7th August 
last and to your reply of the 25th idem, and for the sake 
of convenience enclose herewith copies.

In view of the changed circumstances since 
our previous enquiry, we should he glad to know whether 
any decision has yet heen arrived at on the question of 
covering War risks on property in SOUTH GEORGIA.

Our friends are naturally anxious to protect 
themselves against loss of or damage to their valuable 
installation and production, and as undoubtedly Whale 
and Seal Oil is of greater necessity now, it would seem 
that every enco uragement should be extended to induce 
them to continue the production of this commodity to 
the maximum capacity, both in the interests of this 
country and its allies.

In addition to the question of War risk 
insurance, coupled with the fact that South Georgia 
has recently become a more vulnerable area, may we suggest 
consideration should also be given to the question of 
compensation in the event of destruction of the property 
by order of the Government or any Local Authority, to 
prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy.

We are etc.,
(Sgd.)

Enel.



COP Y

of letter received from
13502/7/41. * COLONIAL OFFICE,

Downing Street,
S*W.l.

dated 25th August, 1941.

Gentlemen,
In reply to your letter T/KP of the 7th August, 

I am directed by Lord Moyne to inform you that there 
is at present no legislation in force applicable to 
South Georgia regarding compensation for v/ar damage to 
property*
to the Governor of the Falkland Islands shortly after 
its enactment, with a request that he v/ould consider 
whether any similar local legislation was required*
His reply has not yet been received* 
considerable doubt, however, whether legislation 
on those lines v/ould be necessary or, indeed, appropriate 
in the Falkland Islands and its Dependencies*

I am etc.,
(Sgd.) J.A. CALDER.

A copy of the War Damage Act 1941 was sent

Lord Moyne feels



BRANDT.13 SONS & CO.

London E *C *3 •

36,Fenchurch Street*
j

7th August, 1941•T/KP

Insurance Department,

To the UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE, 
COLONIAL OFFICE,

Downing Street, 
LONDON, 9.W.I.

, Sir,
\var Risk Insurance at South Georgia

Island

Our friends, the Compania 
Argentina de Pesca, 3*A 
who operate a Whaling Station at 
GRYTVTKEN, South Georgia, have 
enquired of us whether it is possible 
to cover War risk on their property 
there.

Buenos Aires,•»

We shall be glad to know, 
therefore, whether any Scheme is at 
present in operation, and, if so, is 
it applicable to goods and fixed 
property, and to whom should 
application be made to obtain the 
required cover?

If



If a scheme is not in 
peration, perhaps you would kindly 
nform us whether the matter is 
t present under consideration.

Thanking you" in anticipation of 
ny Information you may be able 
o give us,

* «

We are etc • i
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4 .
Colonial Office* 

Downing Street * 
S.W.l.50/9/42.

»% 17th February,1942

Gentlemen,

I 8m directed by 
Lord Moyne to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 
6th February and to inform you 
that no proposals for the 
enactment of Wsr Damage 
Legislation in the Falkland Islands 
and its Dependencies have been 
received from the Governor*
As stated in the letter from this 
Department of the 23th '.ugust 
last, considerable doubt exists 
whether legislation on the lines 
of the United Kingdom Act v;ould 
be appropriate in the Falkland 
Islands,

In the absence of such 
legislation the question of the 
grant of compensation in the event 
of damage to or destruction of 
property by enemy action would be

2.

a

MESSRS. WILLIAM BRANDT'S SONS AND COMPANY.



a matter for consideration if 
end when the occasion should arise.

3* As regards the last paragraph 
of your letter, the question of 
compensation in respect of property 
destroyed in the circumstances 
stated would have to be deferred 
until after the conclusion of the 
.war.

4. I am to add that the 
Secretary of State will communicate 

* again with the Governor on the 
%tib;ject and that a further letter 
will be addressed to you as soon 
os he is in a position to give an 
indication of the policy to be 
followed in the matter.

I am, etc,

(3gd.) J.B. 3IDBBOTHAM.



July, 1942,9250/9/42,

Gentlemen#
I am directed by Viscount Cranborne to 

refer to the letter from this Departme it of the 
17th February last regarding the enactment of 
.PT Damage Legislation in the Falkland Islands* and 
to inform you that the whole Question of war damage 
in the Colonial Empire has now been reviewed.

The possibility of restoring property ozj 
granting compensation for war damage in the 
Colonial Empire must be related to the wider problem 
of all war damage and it is impossible to foraee at 
present how the problem will be dealt with after 
the war*
question# Colonial Governments h^ve been informed that1 
it will be the general aim of His Majesty’s Govern­
ment after the war that with s view to the well 
being of the people and the resumption of 
productive activity* property and goods destroyed 
or damaged in the Colonial empire should be replaced 
or repaired to such extent and over such a period 
of time as resources permit.
any part of the Colonial Empire are insufficient 
to enable this purpose to be achieved without aid*
His Uajesty’s Government wold, be ready to give 
what assistance they can in conjunction tth such 
common fund or organisation that moy be established 
for post- ar reconstruct ion.

2,

:fter full consideration of the whole

If the resources of

In these circumstances it is notP*
expected

mum *9 mm omi unr*HE ' -.HI. :<l a



expected that the Government of the Falkland Islands 
will enact legislation under which buildings in 
South Georgia can be insured against war damage, and 
the question of the grant of any compensation in 
respect of any such property which may be damaged or 
destroyed must remain for consideration until after 
the war.
examine the possibility of introducing a war risk 
insurance scheme* on the lines of guaranteed schemes 
in certain other colonies* to cover goods held for 
sale.

The Governor will* however, be asked to

I am.
Gentlemen*

Your obedient servant.

1



r m
FALKLAND ISLANDS.
Despatch, N o » 39 •

Transmitted, with the compliments of the Secretary 
of State, for the Governor's information*

Date 31 st August, 1942.

Nature of Communication.Date

1941 .

From Wm. Brandt's Son & Co*7th August

25th August 

1942.
6th February 

17th February

From

23rd July


