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FIC ARCHIVES – D12, pg 768-769 



 
1. AITKEN: Norman McKinnon 

Born 11 October 1878 on Speedwell Island to Richard and Christina AITKEN and 
baptised 13 February 1880 by Holy Trinity Church.  His father’s occupation was 
recorded as shepherd.  Norman worked for the Falkland Islands Company Limited 4 
January to 19 May 1899 in the Lafonia area on a monthly wage of £5-0-0.  He 
recommenced employment in the Lafonia area 14 October 1899 and worked until 12 
March 1909.  Norman departed 19 May 1909 on board the Orcoma which was bound 
for Liverpool.  Norman arrived back in Stanley 21 February 1911 on board the Oravia.  
He departed for Punta Arenas on the Oravia 3 May 1911, returning 21 February 1912.  
Norman recommenced employment in the Lafonia area 1 March 1912 and was still 
working at the end of 1913.  Norman, age 37 and a private in the FI Volunteer Corps, 
was buried Sunday 6 December 1914 in Grave A777.  His brother, John “Jack” 
AITKEN, who died 9 May 1954, was buried next to him in Grave A1533.  

 
 
 
 
Norman’s father, Richard AITKEN, 
was one on the first of the FI 
Volunteers, taking the oath as an 
original member 21 June 1892 at 
Government House and was 
awarded the long service medal in 
1913 when he retired. 
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2. ALLEN: James William 

Probably arrived 12 November 1912 on the Oravia from Liverpool which was wrecked 
on the Billy Rock.  Started work for the Falkland Islands Company Limited in the 
Lafonia area 13 November 1912 on a monthly salary of £5-0-0.  He was charged £14 
for his passage from England plus for an advance in London of £6-1-9.  He was still 
working for the FIC at Darwin at the end of 1913.  James, age 25 and a private in the 
FI Volunteer Force, drowned 1 December 1914 and was buried Sunday 6 December 
1914 in Grave I782. 

 
 



3. BIGGS: Frederick James 
Born 14 July 1888 at Roy Cove to James and Rose Biggs and baptised 4 November 
1888 by Holy Trinity Church.  His father's occupation was recorded as carter.  
Frederick, age 26 and a private in the FI Volunteer Force, drowned 1 December 1914 
and was buried Sunday 6 December 1914 in Grave A776. 
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4. BLYTH: William “Bill” 
Was born circa 1885 in Scotland, UK to John and Agnes BLYTH.  William, age 11, 
departed London 19 April 1898 on board the Tanis with his parents and his siblings 
Alexander 9, Agnes 7 and John 0.  The family arrived in Stanley 19 May 1898.  
William, a labourer, was married to Ellen Mary Grace “Nell” LEE 27 May 1913 in the 
Nonconformist Church (Tabernacle) by Special Licence by Robert Johnson, 
Nonconformist Minister.  The witnesses were Alfred James Lee and Catherine 
Harriet Lee.  William, age 26 and a private in the FI Volunteer Corps, drowned 1 
December 1914 and was buried in Grave F779. 

 
William and Ellen had one son, Alfred John William BLYTH, who was born 14 
March 1915 in Stanley. 



5. GAYLARD: Herbert W 
Probably arrived 11 November 1913 on the Orcoma from Liverpool.  Started work for 
the Falkland Islands Company Limited in the Lafonia area 11 November 1913 on a 
monthly salary of £5-0-0.  He was charged £14 for his passage from England plus for 
an advance in London of £5-15-0.  He was still working for the FIC at Darwin at the end 
of 1913.  Herbert, age 22 and a private in the FI Volunteer Corps, drowned 1 
December 1914 and was buried Tuesday 15 December 1914 in Grave I780.  
 

 



6. NEWING: Charles Austen 
Born 24 September 1893 in Stanley to Lawrence, a blacksmith, and Bessie Ellen 
NEWING.  Charles, age 21 and a private in the FI Volunteer Corps, drowned 1 
December 1914 and was buried in Stanley Cemetery Saturday 5 December 1914 
beside other NEWING family members in Section E, Grave 775. 
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7. SHIRE: Walter S 
Probably arrived 11 November 1913 on the Orcoma from Liverpool.  Started work for 
the Falkland Islands Company Limited in the Lafonia area 11 November 1913 on a 
monthly salary of £5-0-0.  He was charged £14 for his passage from England plus for 
an advance in London of £6-5-0.  He was still working for the FIC at Darwin at the 
end of 1913.  Walter, age 21 and a private in the FI Volunteer Corps, drowned 1 
December 1914 and was buried Sunday 6 December 1914 in Grave I781. 

 
 
 
 



8. SPENCER: Ernest Henry 
Was born 9 February 1883 in England and came to the Falkland Islands with his 
parents, Henry and Georgina SPENCER.  Ernest was married to Henrietta Jane 
HUTCHINSON 6 June 1904 in St James’ Church, Punta Arenas, Chile.  Their 
daughter, Cecilia Winifred SPENCER was born in Punta Arenas 23 November 1904.  
Mr and Mrs E Spencer and child arrived from Valparaiso per Ortega 15 September 
1906.  Their son, William Ernest SPENCER, was born in Stanley 26 March 1907.  
Ernest joined the Royal Falkland Islands Police Force 12 May 1908.  Ernest, age 31 
and a corporal in the FI Volunteer Corps, drowned 1 December 1914 was buried 
Sunday 6 December 1914 in Grave I778. 

 
Mrs E SPENCER and family departed 12 June 1919 for Punta Arenas per Antartico. 
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