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499 December 12th 14.

Sir,
T aoncluded my last despatoh on the 6th instant by reporting

that o3 the "Canopus" had asked for a largse supply of fresh mealb
othor orusiers might be expected. Next morning (7th inmst.) about

10 2.®. the following H.M.Ships arrived "rauvinoible"” , Vice=Admiral

Sturdes, "Carnarvon',Rear-Admiral Stodﬁmﬁb, "Inflexible","K_en‘b",

"GOﬁEW&llﬁy "Glmsgo&" and "Bristol", the 143£ two coming into the

innsr harbour. Late 1n tba—dgy the"@rmed merchantman "Masedonio”

(P& Gu)3mlso arrivsed. CGolliers were placed Alongsidé, and

provisions supplied during the duy. 1 was asked to provide for

the following day anything ®p to 15,000 pounds of mutton a8 fiwve
of the fleset would leave on the 8th inst. We managed o hawve

9,000 pounds all rﬂmdy, but had no oppurtunity of delivering it.

About 7 2.m. on the 8th instant the outposts at Bappers Hiil

snd Loks

from-the Soutn,‘¢nd juﬂt before 7.80 a Waning gun was fired from

H.M.S."Bristol” - all crews were rosalled and steam ralsed as

quiakl§ ag poeéible. At 9 a.m. two crﬁiaers, which we afterwar

leazrned were the "Gneisspom" and "uremburg? approached within

ibout @ couple of"milea of %he wi}elesg, ;n& the officer at the

observation hut on Enginepsr Point saw that they were training £w

on the bulldings altb arsws all stationed at quarbers. H.M. 8.
fcapopus™ then fired b rounds of 12"

shot (weﬁbelieve} atriking one of the wsszels. They portad halm

muadiately, snd sheamed quickly out of rangs to B.8.B. to msot

F

'ionﬂon“

Point reported that a fleet of § cruisers was approsching

sheadl over the hill,the Tldi:
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the othor thres Germuns which were zbowt 9 miles o tho South
bhecring N.East. The rfirst two steuamsd slowiy afterAgetﬁing : ?
out of runge to enabls the thrse to coms up with them. Ma;mwhils-.j
all our fleot which was quite invisible to the enemy were rais- |
ing gbeam and getting under way with the uﬁmogt speed. H.M.S. 5
"Kant",wusmout first, dnd'stood‘off‘for a while to attract the ?
;ttanﬁion of" ths Germonsg by 11 2.m. all the others, exeept the ':
‘Bristol“, were outsids. As soon 43 ths Germans saw the number ;
uhﬂt wnra hars, thay muﬁe of'f as fast as phay Poszibly could ' ;
towards E.S.B. At l°°30 the "Bristol" and "Macedonis" went to :
W.S.W. towards Fitzrqy as we lewrnad by teleph0n° that three
g0lliers h@d anchOred of £ tTere in the motrning° Soon after B p.aw
heavy firing was heard to E.8.E. and this.conbinusd Bntil 5.45 j

At 6.30 WP learned by wirsl%ss that the "éeharnhorst“ and -

"Gnoisenau” h@d been sunk Lnﬁ 2 little lat er that the "Laipsig

Was on fire, she subsaqusntly turned turtle and sank, Aboub_ "

micdnight s message was rec ived that pheLBristol? and "Macedoni

Rad cought up the colliers “Biden" and "Sinta Isabel" with 14,00

a

tons of coal bntweﬁn themo ‘wiréless ﬁds gent to tﬂe Admir.l

Asking ﬁnethar they wers to Fa brought inﬁo port, but the roply
wzs that thn orders wers to aink them, and thlt ‘they should b:

' neriad out. Tha "chﬂionim' thoreupon took off the erows (22

officers und 88 men) ond san|t the ships with the 14,000 tons of |

|
20al to the bottom. The "Br}stol“ them went in chase of the E
third ves=sk, which I learn is the (? 2rmed) merohantmin
"S=ydlitz" with.¢ largs numbgr of reservists on board.
ﬁﬁﬂambﬁr Qtn 7 4 .M, “Nucmio$1¢" arvived with the crews. At

% .30 P.m. H, M S "K"nt" v»,r'I'fi.‘ﬁrtlrq with news that she had sunk th>

— e sl el sl R

 .¥u:amhgrgf,iHer own. Ioretopm¢st hod been shot away corrying
way the ;ériﬁlg o£ her w;reiqsﬁ;_hense ané had baen unable Lo |
p;pofﬁ_peforefg She h@d“bagnihit ibout 26 timss, one shell
axploded in the éomminﬂerﬁs é@bin desrtoying everything::Shn
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had & kilied und sbout 5 domesd wounded. Two of thoss died in
ths Hospit.l tha s,zm* night. EH.M.S8."Cornw:ll" 2rrivsd about
5 p.m, with onziderable damags but ﬁﬁ -),su,aitiasr.. ' .
D”\mb r 10th. H.M.S. "Glasgow" .é.I"I'iV-S’:f;‘_ about 1 a.m. with one
man kiiied ana Several -woun:ﬂ.ed; She hud picked up about 7
SUrvivors from the Leipsig inoluding the Wavigiting Ofricer.
Decembor 1lth. 4 a.m, HoM. 8. "Bristol" Arrived - but haod not’
besn able to datch wp thd "Seydletz".  Whe "Drasdan”.xnd
"Seydieta" are tharm.or= Sti1l ot 1urgv,, AL 7 Lamq "Iovinoibis

2na "Inflexible" returnsd the fhrmer hoving severe d‘.‘mwge,one

=1 -*11 holing hmr wt the water lins. One man kilisd burisd at e

Stors ahip "Crown of m_;.gon” arrived. ¢ a.m. "Oridsa arrivead,

In the .Af‘bemoon the funeral of 7 man took pl-,v}q; many hu.u'h"“ st

of men were landed from the flest to attend 1t. Tater m.u.S.

'c,nmg,rvon" r=turn"~fi - h,ﬁ gone north to f*onvoy the "ur ama",

r.,rown of *m agom” and vmriouss coliisrs,

Dacsmbor 12th. The CUffisers of ths colliers sorrobor:te that

the Germins must havs had |a terrible Surpriss. They thougnt
that tha"Giasgow" and hhe |"Defsncs" would be here, and their

plan of f*..:mp,aign was firab to ri—*molish the wireless then for .1:

5 to destroy the "Gl-":,sgw" and ”Dexm@e" After that they
intended to ocoupy the bow:u and bring in their collisrs from
E'j.t:zroy and, cozl. What ﬁlza thay wou.’M havs deme can be bettey
im gi.nw thin desoribed,- thers 13 a0 questien that St.bm:fﬁ;y :
wpuld hove be-n burna: 1 40 ths grou.nd

It would be lmpossible to exaggerats the narrowness: of ouy
o8%uDa, - 48 hours sither w;y would ‘hawe made '_:,114. the difraran-
If the Germans hud ocoms befors the arrivul of our flest th-'-\r-:-'
would ha.._ve been ‘only ths "Ganopus” against S,and if thay ho
Arrived after fivs of our flast had Loft there would hive basn

only the “Cinopus” and two 1iebt oruisers against them, - tn.

iz to Ef.-tvy-rxfgjiins-t the heavily wrmoured Scharnhorst and Gned zan i

ths Loipszig,Dresday and Nuremborg., In elther cuss the Placa

would have bscn bombard 2, und must hove basn protty weill wipa

|
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out. It would e;a ‘m to have been almost a direct :I.n'bervmntion
af Frovidsnecs that they choss to vizlit this place on one of the
two days whan 8 of H.M.Ships were comcentratsd here, It
happened 't.o' be 4 re J,liy beautiful morning and from the hill we
had the ezparience of 4 1:1:[:‘-3?;1::19, A hostile fleet of five
sompor:bively close in to the shors on the South, und our owmn = | l

fle=t of 7 on the other side of the hii: feverishly getting
under way. The Germans h;:,d.' not the remotest idea of the Surprise

Jwalting them, and the sight of six of our ves-ols tearing out
ot fMall speed was one nevar to be forgotten.

2. I. hawve to refpr Back ﬁo my- 477424 on the subject of the
engageoment of Mr qu as exbm.‘ ols-rk for 1:-he| S'b_xnley Office and
Store. Mr Allan wanted Adam ba,ak at Darwin wg'u.lst 80 many Stanled

Deople were taking refuge therda, and we proqosed to Alet_-h:!.m_ remain
until stosk had becn takon ot Darwing ths arrival of the floot ?

iuereased our work here so much thit I have him back in Stunley
2gain. After being here f_or‘ 2 week or so0 he tells mo he cannot

_ | 3
gzt sultable lodging far less thah £7.10.0. per mont.h, with the

~dncroased Pprice of mutton apd ét.har stores, prople cannot do it

| for lass, and 1f his BJ.].J;I'F is |812 per month only, he would only

| just bs uble to exist on it and would not be ih . position to

i ' © Buve anmything. As he is o5 y&¢rs of ge ho| does, not care to |
cont.empl ate 1o m.z,ining here witﬂou'b swing something, or w:l,t.hout,
some prospect of bettnrment. Hs would, I understindd, engage zﬁ.’or

Z coupde of ysurs ot £14 per nlonth for the first year inecreasing

to £15 for the sscond,‘ and I ould be glad to lmow whether the
Directors would sanction this. | He ,Laks whethar, in the event of

i chmca of succe=ding him. The new

My Moir 1@3&1138, hs would mVe
Camp tescher Stephens, I think,\ looks forward to the Darwin port
. | eventually, but Adom J:us I cons;[der a; prior ¢laim as ha hag alre. i
fervad ths Company b yu.'ra, ,a.n’i| when My Moixr has baan 111. or. on
leawe nus sarrisd out the '1ut1eb of' bookkeepar very satisfaetorily
L hawe told Mr Adom thot no ~loub‘o hs would be considersd for the

post,but th.it we sunnot give any guarantes,




