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(Cypher)

Governor to Secretary of State

Sent 8th March, 1916.

With reference to my cypher telegram 3rd March

report of strange ships seen investigation hy

Senior Naval Officer discredits reports

Young

10 groups 
3 words*

4
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Memo By Governor.

At about 9 p.rn. on 2nd March, 1916,

Mr. A, Allan, Manager Darwin, telephoned to me that

Mr. A. Simpson his overseer at North Arm, Lafonia,

had sent a man into Darwin, a ride of six hours, to

report that two Cruisers, painted black with a Collier

had arrived off Lafonia, between Speedwell and

George Island at about one p.m. and were coaling.1
The telephone line here cut off and

I was unable to get Mr. Allan again during the

night though trial was made several times.

(ltd) Do Y.

3rd March, 1916.

i
i
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Messages between Governor and Ship.

Governor to K. M. S. Edinburgh Castle about 9o45 p.m. 2.3.16.
!

Have received report two cruisers painted black with 

a collier arrived off Lafonia between Speedwell and 

George Island at about one p.m.

Ship to Governor. Received 10.40 p.m.

2.3.16.

Before you have any further details. 'What importance 

may be attached information.

"I
» Governor to Ship. Set at 11.5® p.rn.

2.3.16.

I consider information of paramount importance

conveyed by six hours ride and telephone message

from Darwin.

*fit



(Cypher)

Governor to Admiralty, London.

SentlQ.SO p.m. on the 2nd March, 1916.

i

Have received report two cruisers painted black with

a collier arrived off Lafonia between Speedwell and 

George Island at about one p.m. Governor Falkland

Islands 10 p.m. 2nd March.
!

23 groups 
2 words.

i
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(Cypher! :

Governor to British Consul, Monte Video*

Sent 10 p*m. 2nd March, 1916*

Have received report two cruisers painted, black v/ith a

collier arrived of Lafonia between Speedwell and George

Island at about one p.m. Governor Falkland Islands 10 p.m. 

2nd March please inform Senior ITaval Officer*
i

The above message also sent to Captain Ascension.

<1

1

■
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(Cypher)

Governor to Secretary of Sts,te.

Sent l.a.m. 3,3,16®

Chapelries London.

one 3rd March Reported two cruisers painted black

accompanied by a collierjarrived off Lafonia Point at

one p.m. 2nd March, As I consider report reliable 

and movements suspicious I have telegraphed to Admiralty

Young.

i

|
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H .M • S. Edinburgh Castle.

Dear Mr. Young,

In reply to your note, if the report is

correet, there is no use in our going to look at these ahips 

as it would only sacrifice the ship for no object, and a 

report from the shore of their movements would he of equal

value and more likely to he sent. Also, if German, it is

unlikely that they will attach Stanley as it would give their 

movements away and if they were going to attach Stanley they 

would endeavour take us as much by surprise as possible and 

prevent news of their presence leaking out. If they are Japs 

they are hiding their presence in pursuance of orders.

If on the other hand the reported has made a 

mistake and they are not Cruisers, but armed merchantman ( the

absence of all details as to the number of funnels etc leads1
me to believe that a mistake has quite possibly been made) then

I leave the Harbour open to attach be one at least, if I go

Of course, I think they might just possibly be whalers, 

but that is outside the question, so Vshat I think it best to

out.

do is ‘coremain here and protect the harbour to the best of1

my ability and ask you to arrange for the reporting of all

details and movements possible.

Ishall be glad to hear whether Your

Excellency agrees with me.

Yours sincerely

W.B. Mar shall.

Reply Governor to Captain MarshallEdinburgh Castle.

Sent at 1 a.m.

With reference to your letter agree with you remain 

where you are.

!
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Meiao by Govern^. a.m.

3rd March, 1916.

Mr. Allan informed me on the telephone after making

further inquiry of man who was sent from Lafonia Point

to Darwin arriving at Darwin late last night to report 

ships off Speedwell and George Islands, that one Dig

Cruiser had four funnels second smaller Cruiser two

funnels, and Collier one funnel. Cruisers and

Collier appear to he painted black. They were close

enough in shore to hear working coal on board.

At one p.m. ships left smaller cruiser going

south big Cruiser with Collier going S.W. towards 

Brand (?Barren) Island passage. All,info rrnation
1 Mr. A11an can obtain.

(ltd) D.Y.

I

*



f I
1

\V..

(Cypher)

Captain Ascension to Governor Port Stanley.

Pated 3rd March 12,20 a.m. Received 3rd March 9.15 a.m.

With reference to your message 2nd March plea,se check and

repeat group four. Please address all messages for 

transmission by W/T Station to ITavy Wireless.
n

16 groups.

3 words.

!
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(Cypher)

Governor to Secretary of State.

Sent 3rd March, 1916.

Chapelries London.

3rd March With reference to my cypher telegram of 

this morning further detail's state that two ships

of war first seen off Lafonia afternoon of March

1st after coaling March 2nd left with collier one

p.m. going southerly direction. One cruiser four

funnel the other two I have telegraphed to the

Admiralty.
!

Young.

■

I

:
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(Cypher)

Governor to Admiralty, London.

Sent 3rd March, 1916.

fird March With reference to my message last night*s . 

Latest reports ships first sighted off Lafonia Point 

evening 1st March after coaling 2nd March ships with

Collier left 1.0 p.ra. when last seen going in southerly 

direction 0 One four funnel cruiser the other two

funnel cruiser Governor.

32 groups.

2 words.

I

!'

.

I

V



■j

i

(Cypher)

Governor to Navy Wireless Ascension.

Sent 3£d March, 1916.
Nor Senior Naval Officer So E. Coast of America

3rd March With reference to my message last night’s.

Latest report ships first sighted off Lafonia Point

evening 1st March after coaling 2nd March ships with 

Collier left 1.0 p.m. when last seen going in Southerly

direction. One four funnel Cruiser the other two

funnel cruiser Governor.

34 groups

3 words.

‘
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(Cypher)

British Consul Montevideo to Governor.
;

Bated NOON 3rd March received 12.jl p.rn. 3rd March,1916.

Your message last night. Have you any further news
for C ormnod o re .

6 groups

2 words.

i



(Cypher)

Governor to Navy Wireless Ascension.

Sent 3rd March, 1916.

With reference to your message 3rd March group four 

Cruisers.

5 groups

3 words.

i
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(Cypher)

Governor to British Minister Montevideo.

Sent 3rd March, 1916.

With reference to your message Thanks have communicatedr

with Commodore via Ascension.

7 groups

3 words.

/

.

A



---

Admiralty to Governor, Falkland Islands.

rated 3rd March 11 p.m. Reed. 3rd March 9.47 p.m.

URGENT For Senior Naval Officer K.M.S.Edinburgh Castle

You should thoroughly investigate report of

strange vessels between Speedwell and George

Islands on 2nd March which we have received

from Governor. Man who saw the Vessels should

he interrogated. If report is substafctiated

take necessar}' action. .Achnowledge and

report result investigation.
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Cypher.

Admiralty to Governor, Port Stanleys

Dated 11*45 p.rn* 3rd March Received 10* 28 p.m 3*3.16

With references to your messages of 2nd March and 3rd Marcha

we cannot conjecture what ships these are. British Edinburgh

Castle should he at Stanley now and armed Merchant Cruiser

Orbita should arrive from Simons Bay on 5th March or 6th

March* H*M.S.Kent with Collier Manchester Port and Prize

Edna are due at Stanley from Pacific on 6th March. Senior

Naval Officer has been directed to investigate and take

necessary action

Admiraltyo4

53 groups

3 words.i

i

i
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Governor to Admiralty, London.

Sent 4th March, 1916.

Your urgent message has been received "by Senior

Naval Officer Edinburgh Castle steps have

been taken by him for investigation there will

be a delay of a few days to get man in from
r "

outlying district.

Governor.

i

I

i

jII
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(CYPHER)

Admiralty London to Governor Falkland Islands.

Dated 5th March 1.45 p.rn. received 11.40 a.m. 5.3.16

r

For H.M.S.Edinburgh Castle your telegram of 4th

March. H.M.S.Edinburgh Castle should remain

at Falkland Islands until matter of strange

cruisers is cleared up. Acknowledge. H.M.S.

Edinburgh Castle repeated to Senior Naval Officer

S.E.Coast of America.

23 groups #.

3 words.

\

« Transmitted, on receipt, by wireless to H.M.S.

Edinburgh Castle-

i
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(Cypher)

Governor to Admiralty, London. 

Sent 5th March, 1916.

n Your tele grain 5th March for H.M. S •Edinburgh Castle 

received by Captain of Ship

Governor.

2 words 
7 groups.

«
i

i

i
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(JV '3P f Ptanley •PALKLaWP TSTwvn p. 

go.

.V'.-rn’”’ n ?.

J/ Otll '.>i* j. •

,/^C

Mr ,\

I hu/e the 1 onour ty rwport that at about

an&f-ftr of9 p.m. on the 2nd instant, Mr• A* Allan9 

Darwin, of the? Falkland Inlands Company telephoned to 

me that his overseer at .berth Ar^, Laconia, had sent a

man intc Par in, a riue ot six hours, to report that

t.vc cruisers , . ... i.nv-.i bl.xc •/., had arri ved with a collier

d .e3.1 an .• 0erjrcr Ts 1 and3, atoff T,f on la , v .•••■ t v " n n '- x 9 r -

I asked :'v.r* Allan ifab ou fc o n e p • . - n i v o r « c o a I in.. • «

r *l 1 \ tie, and ho informedhr c o n si cr r 0 t “ \ •' T C OT t 1 .

me that. hr v j :|uite .r.-.tief ie i that the report was

c. c?rrr-c t, nti th«.t V A ov•:.: cex -.vcuId no t hav* oent iri
4 ->

ride of six hours , hud .it beer: otherwisehis man , i

t . n cs . r r • c t •

On th- receipt of tr .a report and the /eightl is e

4
given to * t V/ V v. Al .11. n, I in fc, r xs d Cap -tain H • J. T • 

liarehax 1 •*'.>'» c f r1.. f • 2 . itin , in Pcr fe, and

►

Captain F.J. ho wham ,thr Officer Commanding the Volunteer^ 

and place a tlv on t, .'•* ir gu^r 

by cable reported the _.t* er to -of Ariiniralty and to you* 

Kurly next x rn i n Ih.^ 3rd hare):, I again 

spoke to r. A.r an, he aftrr making, further inquiry of 

the man sent in froa North Arm, informed me that the

X at the same time«*

3*
:

man

V reported that one of the cruiser?) wan a big one withr

f ou r
ttp rigft rmom.mr.

SFCRFTARY OP ?TATF FOR TIC OOLOCIKH.

- — —



:v

r* a '■ V crui fit: 7* ' i tb t*' ofour funnels, tvr- second •
thatfiamel;funnels, an l th- t thn Col • ter r.Ad orm

in shorn tu hear thethe c ru 1 so i fj vj ere close e nou £ •

and thet the ships left at one p>nncoaling goim- on;

(iv. had previously beer* reported that the ships had 

arrived at about 1 p. m.} the smaller cruiser goiryv

south, the Vif cruiser going south .vest with, the Collier.

•r. Allan could obtain no further Inform tien, hut

considered the r port fcc •- r< liable*

I oo :• :un ic t : l f : ■* n -r h'-r rv ort to Captain

Admixrilty« j 

•’ -w.dnilty telegraphed to 

v .*• ' V f. il. d 1 nhi;r• Caot; e 

- t. (. r o: • • invest i

M arc ;) 1 , 1-lUU i

1. Or* h e r- ’ th ?

•':p for th e v •p 1 c r ‘ "• v a 1 ? ! * .'

d i reotl a •i t >. :• •» nation ami

A v- U : ‘ §^,.1' 0 .1 - t- *re {.or t« the A A dra.1 ty telegraphed 

tiu i t.'.y Could not conjecture what the

in addition toyi. ip. x; ted V^r<p, tdat

dinour-v at duaiuoy f the armed Merchant Cruiser v
CUXG-J^.

Orbit a should arriv. on did or Hi of teaa&fcgy , anu 

U.at i . hd.deot, .. iuh Collier,;... inches ter Fort1* c.nd

frir.< unu* , //ore uu: to -r. iv; on 6th March.

In accurate? with arrangements made by me 

Allan, t.r- /ran .ho r< j. or ted having actually
■S/l !~

9««u the thxcr 'ships v...« sent in from. North Arm,

ord*r that Captain Farsh.rJL 1

o»

' v > th ■•■'•.<*•

hafouia, uu Stanley,

might due at ion fir, Shu iijan arrived on the afternoon«o

Cf thft 7th haroh, and «*» iMfimdi&tely on arrival cross- 

axaminocl by Captain Marshall, on board H.r ,S.?'dlnbt»rgh 

Castle, with the re unit that Captain War shall conn 1 her e

the



the FV»li* S /.*'»> (>' '*i ‘\v ! Vi ' ' '' " - v -

r.Tt * c^*i; v ^est.-rU-jp of . lrt-:v i\tcm Captain 

Marshall, a copy of *-hioh I enclose for your infer-

rJUit ton , giv 5 O; t.r■- re ,ult o f h i « imr«?. t j ..t 1 on,

I telogr^jihec.’ to you that investigation by Senior 

ht.v al Ofr ifif r d i $: err viit s reports *Ue •

I it«>.vt- the honour 1.0 to, 

Sir,

Vox.' cut 3 boclient,

s vr-.: t,

/•; 7 - ^ ■' ■ ' ■ - .

//
Gov ernor*

>

..

i

i
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t • v. • r; , k i n > i • r t > i 0 * ■? s 1; X e •

Port

March *'th , 1916•

.

3 :i r t

i'i orion r to enc 1 o?«o for YourT have the

-T~:x.ccil«ncy * » inf or;ion n ccvy of the fv* >:!<• sent

;• o*■* to the A Jr'* 1 ra11y • vftor invr s*«, \^t i.on by

,.n . C;*r tit in Allen C."!. n.i'., into the:r.y *seir j

ii. non of hsfoni? f’port :• vie • . r • . •
:

I h Si v e t h o '■ • c n o: ? r x, t he,

' i r i-*<.
■-

Yov r e*I :•. *»ncy * « Oho I ••'n t sc-- rv< - nt,

(8Ip) M* ", .. ■• ■ . :y

flv. w, in

xc -. -.?r/ ?} :: c;r>v:m:orto n -

?AUXA>IL I5La:!253.

«
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Cojy a? 7r sont to ralt y

froa ciinbur h C&etle*

! ■ ai ofi ?tJ , rv .

In ficr*orcir-.r. o~ •. i l»; *1.; f : a •. v ■->rcs; *t,h*

; intr rrc.* — n vv-r. rrr.f r;o : Cri^ .• ••■ • r ? h*> otatm;
»•. ; 1 nV t O *. ?V( 5nV* R '"-■vl • A'5 j r. *hv onls

i- ' -t ri r* .*; i n, n o t: f n o r r.} • •/-.. r < 1inland, t: . • r f • • • :'CG

b®t reen Geor : I©] *n I --n t- © ■ in] wn?lt ni essti i tea
• ■ . *! '-thi ir diet* c '•• f; f\ V; »Ti 'z .- re '

I ' J COn ; 9Ti ■’........ . r ' full«Kit;.— 'r ^ r :*■ x; ■■"■•

?}• K- :• . t/iO f «r ••**. 1 i.)o [vnrrli-\lo• ’.V x-: *?*';: ny

r.n..; ‘ •••.*: . ivrnlec- >.l oi. sibp i5” er.: r x i i r.. 3: ■ .1 - .* r

■ • •*.. . have •'I different -c-ro^nt?*

sine* tV.P" rrr r^;ort*Ki \..n- nr or**1 '*3: r h-.?? ••.•-v'n i,h'*r-1

I Mon ear necor ary,no further *

ran :>u.sail for Mvor

vt: ,r« . « •* f , « •:Lnbt t{ ,.-v.rc

/
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H.M.S."Edinburgh Castle"

Port Stanley.

March 8th 1916.

Sir,

I have the honour to enclose for Your Excellency's 

.information a copy of the Cable sent by roe to the 

Admiralty after investigation by myself and Ca.ptain J*D.

Allen C.Be R.N into the report made by Mr Wilson of• >

!Lafonia.

I have the honour to be, 

Sir,

Your Excellency's Obedient Servant

n

i

R.N.CAPTAIN

To Hi3 Excellency the Governor n
Falkland Islands.

i

;

j
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Copy Of Telegram sent to Admiralty. March 7th 1§16. 
Prom H.M.S. "Edinburgh Castle11

In accordance with Admiralty Message March 4th. Have

interrogated man who reported Cruisers, he states he only saw them

for 5 minutes from several miles inland, that they were proceeding

to the Northward between George Island and the Mainland, and estimates

their distance from him at eight miles. No other person saw them and

I consider his report quite unreliable, 

had seen any ship excepting small local coaster, and he ftas given

This was the first time he
4

several different accounts. As 5 days have elapsed since they were 

reported and noone else has seen them, no further action appears

necessary, and I propose to,sail for River Plate March 8th.

11 Edinburgh Castle# March 7th 1916.

>
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1
Copies of these Telegrams

sent to:

Captain Marshall, R.N.

H. M. S. Edinburgh Castle

enclosed in a letter from the Governor.:

4th March, 1916.

A,

I

J
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Memo by Governor.

1
At about 9 p.ra. on 2nd March, 1916, Mr. A. 

Allan, Manager Darwin, telephoned to me that/his

hcnMzoverseer at , Lafonia, had sent a man

into Darwin, a ride of six hours, to report that

two Cruisers, painted black with a Col]ier had

arrived off Lafonia, between Speedwell and George

Island at about one p.m. and were coaling.

The telephone line here cut off and
i

I was unable to get Mr. Allan again during the'
i

night though trial was made several times.

(ITD) P. Y.

3rd March, 1916.



Governor to Captain Marshall, H.M.S.Edinburgh Castle. 

Sent£9*45 p.m. cn 2nd March, 1916.

Have received report two cruisers painted Hack

i
with a collier arrived off Lafonia hetv.'een Speedwell

and George Island at about one p.m.

I

i

i

;I



Governor to Admiralty, London*

Sent 10 p.m. on the 2nd March, 1916.

Have received report two cruisers painted

black with a collier arrived off Lafonia

between Speedwell and George Island at

about one p.m. Governor Falkland Islands

10 p.m. 2nd March®

i

f

I

ji.

i



Governor to British Consul, Monte Video«

Sent at 10 p.m. on the 2nd March, 1916,

Have received report two cruisers painted black

with a collier arrived off Lafonia between Speedwell

and George Island at about one p.m. Governor Falkland

Islands 10 p.m. 2nd March, please inform Senior Faval

Officer.

The above message also sent to Captain Ascension.



Memo by Governor.

?.15 a.m. 3rd March, 1916.

Mr. Allan informed me on the telephone after

making further inquiry of man who was sent 

from Lafonia Point to "Darwin arriving at

rarwin late last night to report ships off

Speedwell and George Islands, that one big

Cruiser had four funnels second smaller

Cruiser two funnels, and Collier one funnel.

Cruisers and Collier appear to “be painted

black. They were close enough in shore to

hear working coal on board.

fit one p.m. ships left^ smaller cruiser 

going south big Cruiser with Collier going 

S. W. towards Brand (?Barren) Island passage. 

All information Mr. Allan can obtain.

(ltd) D. Y.



Governor to Admiralty, London*

Sent 3rd March, 1916.

3rd March Y/ith reference to my message last

night1s • Latest reports ships first sighted

off Lafonia Point evening 1st March after coaling

2nd March ships with Collier left 1*0 p.m.
j

when last seen going in southerly direction.

One four funnel cruiser the other two funnel

cruiser
Governor.ir:

'/ tOL9/'*

Also sent to Navy Wireless Ascension for

Senior Naval Officer S*E, Coast of America.

I



Admiralty to Governor Falkland Islands*

Dated 3rd March llp*m* Reed* 3rd March 9*47 p*m.

URGENT For Senior Naval Officer B.M.S.Edinburgh Castle.

You should thoroughly investigate report of

strange vessels between Speedwell and George

Islands on 2nd March which we have received

from Governor. Man who saw the vessels

should be interrogated9 inf report is

substantiated take necessary action.

Acknowledge and report result investigation.



Admiralty to Governor,Port Stanley.

Dated 11.45 p.m. 3rd March Reed. 10*28 p.m. 3.31*

Wlfth references to your messages of 2nd March

and 3rd March we cannot conjecture what ships

these are. British Edinburgh Castle should be

at Stanley now and armed Merchant Cruiser Orbita

should arrive from Simons Bay on 5th March or

;
6th March. Kent with Collier Manchester Port

and P^ize Edna, are due at Stanley from Pacific

on 6hh March. Senior Naval Officer has been

directed to investigate and take necessary

action.
Admiralty

!



Governor to Admiralty London,

Sent 4th March, 1916,

Your urgent message has been received by Senior

Naval Officer K.M.S.Edinburgh Castle steps

have been taicen by him for investigation there will

be delay of few days to get man in from outlying

district

Governor.

'/L



British Consul Montevideo to Governor. 

.Dated 2nd March received 2nd March, 1916 •

Please direct Orbita to coal from Gorsemore and

leave Photinia intact. Unless otherwise ordered

by Admiralty Orbite should proceed as soon as

possible to Valparaiso for orders H*M.S.Fewcastle

1st March message ends.

Fresh message to K.M.S.Kent begins turn your v/eso

to Orbita K.M.S.Newcastlecoafet position table over

1st March.

]



Admiralty to Governor Falkland Islands.

Dated 2nd March 7.53 p.m. Reed. 2nd March 8.55p.m.

For Senior Naval Officer when Orbita arrives she

should be directed to remain until relieved by

H.M.S.Kent and then proceed to Valparaiso.

.Edinburgh Castle will be free to leaveH.K.S

when Orbita arrives•

Admiralty.

■
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l;(Cypher)

Governor to Secretary of State

Sent 8th March, 1916*

With reference to my cypher telegram 3rd March

report of strange ships seen investigation hy

Senior Naval Officer discredits reports

Young

10 groups 
3 wordsi


