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TRTjAwTiS.

/Tf\
Government, House, Stanley• 

2'-)tM December, 1915.Do.

I Sir,

I have the honour to submit herewith cojins

of three picture post cards of the Gemn Cruiser "Dresden*

just prior to her 'being sunk at Juan ifern-.ndejs on the

14 th Harch, 101 j.

2. Supplies of these picture cards have been

imported from Hnpy.and by hr* A Hardy, ,.n\. Hr* T I innie ,

two shopkeepers, for sale locally*

I ohre however stop5 sd the s of the cards

Pennine ins* metions as to the .-iehes of the Admiralty in

the matter, and I shall be plad if X may receive your 

dtree ticnu .,.ceorin ly.

t enolose co* ies of lettera frora r. V: rdy 

ir\d r • Bin r sp^ct to the earth: imported by them.*

4*

I h .ve t e honou? o be,

Sir,

Your most obedient,

h urnbl e se rv an t,
'

'

Governor.

-

rpr? PndObftAPLH

T\Ti? FOR T1 COLO: IPS.TH> SECRETARY 0^'

v

<.

A



Stanley Baden ryt
i 8tanX^y• 

h/n/in.

:

i>ar ?ir#

In r to you- letter **ft ich T rncMvad

to-day I have enclofcVM ui*aoir .*n& of* po©i«::-.rds a© rnquentnd

The originals T obtained rro t-*.*» Glvispow arr.: Uad of- nr©

printer] fro..' thon by 'i-xr^l Contr ol rn\ • n '"'"Vonyort •

I will suspend all fi'rVi-r sal* i itIX I ' ' r 'rc i

V o?. t a Truly ,

(3C: } Ar t. n u r ;• r dy •

To the Colonial Secretary,

‘tan ley.



T. & N* Binnie* Fal. k 1 and I ai. u nd i •

? u an 1 *ty, 111 h T;e c e n >1 ;f‘ r* f I ° 1 • •fa i 2 or s Outfit te rs •

!
:
l

Sir,

In reply to your letter of the iith inet, I be#- 

reapeotfully to r.tat* thw 

selling# T given to undera Land fro;' London a-is 

that the sain of th'-u-i .^r- •

T Quote hen an r frc »ir lot er ;■■•••.: \ it a a.

all the postcards which I ire no-

Ab.rafrr.ra© * V.fr :*r* ^riuin:. forward all tf'-* y*rateardo ra can
f p t • L* n f o r t u ri a. t ° ly lh e r ° a re. 0 c v • r n r-n n i restrict­
ion-j prov>*ntin,; the i n.>- of t t lotur***:- of 
certain uiirship a but thoy ..r - sen-liny '.13 t: at

ull • • : ■: .

In Tie* of fact I tool it h r a ranted that ihioar- ;• •"re

'• , . .a ■ ' ’ a a in ?.o to ' a.her .•a2 -.o ved • on a
(

larg* scale, an-* .jould certainly kno*- -. at auV.j^ct 

©expressed*7ue a a j on :u- -a; :in ittln ' ' ’ : and©

were t?14 . j • a n • it I icee -■ • • , non ^
and what surplus etoc* I h.**U I va *• iutaly • V e until

:

Therefore you .vi 11 voo I i-iuve not*ur t'ner notice*

intentionally attempted any violation cf thv lu 9 al ;.a3 

entirely guided ?:y th"* infortt.uton from Home.

If the ri Ink inf of tae itr^sden -a-. suj j rease-- , vny should 

Abrahams ©end it a© one be in;-; allowed for sale, an otari I 

ordered they held b*-:tcn a© ©oppressed.

As requested T enclose specimen- of tb"©* car-a r‘or n©

.Kxoell^noy1 a 5 ns recti oil

I &rnf Sir,

Yours -to yet fully #

(fGlO T. Bin-lie.

k-K •Goddard «Vs-4 •

Censor.
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r
Notes exchanged with the Chilean Minister respecting the 

Sinking of the German Cruiser “ Dresden ” in Chileano

Territorial Waters.

2

British warships composing it had received, shortly before and upon repeated 
occasions, convincing proofs of the cordial friendship which unites us to Great 

u 1 am, and which finds its clearest and strongest expression in our respective 
navies. 1 hey had been supplied in the ports of the republic with everything which it 
was peimissible for us to furnish consistent with our neutrality in the present European 
conflict. Aothing, therefore, could be a more painful surprise to us than to see our 
exceedingly cordial and friendly attitude repaid by an act which bears unfortunately 
all the evidences of contempt for our sovereign rights, although it is probable that 
nothing was further from the minds of those by whom it was unthinkingly committed.

Nor will your Excellency be astonished that my Government should show 
themselves to be very jealous of the rights and prerogatives inherent in the exercise 
of sovereignty. Nations which lack powerful material means of making their rights 
respected have no other guarantee and protection for their life and prosperity than the 
clear and perfect understanding, and the exact and scrupulous fulfilment of the 
obligations incumbent upon them towards other nations, and the right to demand that 
other nations shall equally observe their duties towards them. Few nations have given 
more convincing proofs than Great Britain of their desire to comply with international 
obligations and to require compliance from others, and few have shown more eloquently 
their respect for the rights and prerogatives both of great and small nations. These 
facts convince my Government that His Britannic Majesty’s Government will give them 
satisfaction for the act committed by the British naval forces of a character to corre­
spond with the frankly cordial relations existing between them. Nothing could be 
more deeply deplored by the Chilean Government than that the traditional bonds of 
friendship uniting the two peoples, which my Government value so highly, and upon 
which they base so many hopes of new and mutual benefits, should fail to derive on 
this occasion additional strength from the test to which circumstances have subiected 
them.

No. 1.

The Chilean Minister to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received March 26.)

(Translation.) 
Sir, Chilean Legation, London, March 26, 1915. 

IN compliance with instructions from my Government, I have the honour to 
inform your Excellency of the facts which led to the sinking of the German cruiser 
“ Dresden ” in Chilean territorial waters, as they appear to be established by the 
information in the possession of the Chilean Government.

The cruiser cast anchor on the 9th March in Cumberland Bay, in the island of 
Mas-a-Tierra, belonging to the Juan Fernandez group, 500 metres from the shore, 
and her commander asked the Maritime Governor of the port for permission to i:emain 
there for eight days for the purpose of repairing her engines, which were, lie said, out 
of order. The Maritime Governor refused to grant the request, as he considered it 
unfounded, and ordered the captain to leave the bay within twenty-four hours, 
threatening to intern the cruiser if her stay were prolonged beyond that period. 
Upon the expiry of the time stated the Maritime Governor proceeded to notify the 
captain of the “ Dresden ” that he had incurred the penalty imposed, and he immediately 
reported the situation which had arisen to the Governor of the Republic. Meanwhile, 
on the 14th March, a British naval squadron, composed of the cruisers “Kent” and 
“ Glasgow ” and the armed transport “ Orama,” arrived at Cumberland Bay and 
immediately opened fire upon the “ Dresden ” while she lay at anchor. The Maritime 
Governor, who was making his way towards the “ Glasgow ” in order to carry out 
the usual obligations of courtesy, was compelled to return to land.

The “ Dresden ” hoisted a flag of truce, and despatched one of her officers to 
inform the “ Glasgow ” that she was in neutral waters, a circumstance disregarded 
by the British naval squadron, which summoned the “Dresden” to surrender, warning 
her that if she refused she would be destroyed. The captain of the “Dresden” then 
gave orders to blow up the powder magazine and sink the ship.

The act of hostility committed in Chilean territorial waters by the British naval 
squadron has painfully surprised my Government.

The internment of the “ Dresden ” had been notified to her captain by the Maritime 
Governor of Juan Fernandez, and the Government of the Republic, having been 
informed of what had occurred, would have proceeeed to the subsequent steps had 
it not been for the intervention of the British naval squadron. Having regard 
to the geographical position of the islands of duan Fernandez and to the difficulty of 
communication with the mainland, the only authority able to act in the matter did 
everything possible from the outset, and the internment of the “ Dresden ” was as 
effective and complete as the circumstances would permit when she was attacked by 
the British naval squadron. Even supposing that the British force fearfcd that the 
“ Dresden ” intended to escape and to ignore the measures taken by the Maritime 
Governor of Juan Fernandez, and that this apprehension was adduced as the reason 
which determined its action, it should still be observed that the close watch which 
the British naval squadron could itself exercise precluded the possibility of the attempt. 
Moreover, no such eventuality was contemplated by the British squadron which, as I 
have said, did not give the Maritime Governor of Mas-a-Tierra the opportunity of 
explaining to the naval officer in command of the island the state of the “Dresden ” 
in Cumberland Bay. The officer in commaud of the squadron acted d 'priori without 
pausing to consider that his action constituted a serious offence against the sovereignty 
of the country in whose territorial waters he was at the time. The traditions of the 
British navy are such that I feel convinced that if the officer who commanded the 
British squadron had received the Maritime Governor, who was going on board his 
ship in the fulfilment of his duty, and had been informed of the state of the interned 
vessel, he would not have opened fire upon her and would not have brought about 
the situation which now constrains my Government, in defence of their

I have, &c.
AGUSTIN EDWARDS.

No. 2.

Sir Edward Grey to the Chilean Minister.

Sir, Foreign OjJice, March 30, 1915.
HIS Majesty’s Government, after receiving the communication from the Chilean 

Government of the 26th March, deeply regret that any misunderstanding should have 
arisen which should be a cause of complaint to the Chilean Government; and, on the 
facts as stated in the communication made to them, they are prepared to offer a full 
and ample apology to the Chilean Government.

His Majesty’s Government, before receiving the communication from the Chilean 
Government, could only conjecture the actual facts at the time when the “ Dresden ” 
was discovered by the British squadron; and even now they are not in possession of 
a full account of his action by the captain of the “Glasgow.” Such iniormation as 
they have points to the fact that the “ Dresden ” had not accepted internment, and 
still had her colours flying and her guns trained. If this was so, and if there were no 
means available on the spot and at the moment for enforcing the decision of the 
Chilean authorities to intern the “ Dresden,” she might obviously, had not the British 
ships taken action, have escaped again to attack British commerce. It is believed 
that the island where the “ Dresden ” had taken refuge is not connected with the 
mainland by cable. In these circumstances, if the “ Dresden ” still had her colours 
flying and her guns trained, the captain of the “Glasgow” probably assumed, 
especially in view of the past action of the “ Dresden,” that she was defying the 
Chilean authorities and abusing Chilean neutrality, and was only awaiting a favourable 
opportunity to sally out and attack British commerce again.

If these really were the circumstances, His Majesty’s Government cannot but feel 
that they explain the action taken by the captain of the British,.ship ; but, in view of 
the length of time that it may take to clear up all the circumstances and of the 
communication that the Chilean Government have made of the view that they take 
from the information they have of the circumstances, His Majesty’s Government do 
not wish to qualify the apology that they now present to the Chilean Government.

I have, &c.
sovereign

rights, to formulate the most energetic protest to His Britannic Majesty’s Government.
Your Excellency will not be surprised that the attitude of the naval squadron 

should have aroused such deep feeling in Chile if you bear in mind the fact that the 
[503]

E. GREY.
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