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SUBJECT.Col. Secretary

192 *
W. H. VAUDIN

27th August Respecting breach of Gaol Regulations
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Subsequent Paper.
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The Hon . Col. Seo/.,

From the statements herein it appears that

there is an error in cUte . On the 26th of August

neither Thompson nor Cooper were working in the Gaol*

On the 2 6th of August Cooper fitted taps at different

at Government House before breakfast a rd commenced

work at the gaol shortly after 9 a.m.

scertain Thompson was not seen in the gaol before

the afternoon on the 27th of August . He had no

reason to be there before the afternoon, when S. Goss

was sent over to help fill the boiler. With the

alteration of date (26th to 27th) this agrees with

the ChieJ Constable’s statement.

On the 27th of August the letter was handed to Dr

Hallowes at about II a.m.

letter was handed to theOn the 28th of August the

Colonial Secretary.

as there appears to me toI have set down the above

be an error in both Thompson’s and Cooper’s state-

ments and it would now seem to be Thompson’s word

against Cooper's.

From what/

On the 27th of August Thompson had to arrange exchange 

of carters owing to C. Gleadell being ill , ansi, visiteld

quarters , repaired a cowl and attended to valves and 

water at reservoir. 0 n the 27th of August Cooper was i

/1 f4-

the School Prior to 9 a.m. As far as I am able to



C.S.O. No. 567/2.4

From what I can gather both men were friendly with

Vaudin prior to his imprisonment.

2 . There is no doubt that Thompson had a
letter which he thought was from Vaudin ad delivered
this letter to Dr Ha llowes: How he came by the letter
is not clear .

Should it be decided to punish Thompson7 „

for this unwise and foolish action I would respect
fully suggest that it be , if possible , by way of a
fine . On the other hand , should it be considered
that there is sufficient evidence to Drove that
Thompson received the letter from Vaudin and
deliberately smuggled it out of the gaol, then I
fear Thompson shou Id no

4 .

;GovernmentJCottage and , in the s'© ent of him b eing

1 would probably be unable to obtain another house,

lodgings , or employment in Stanley.

Whatever course it is decided to take , I5.
would suggest that Thompson be instructed to seek

work in the Camp , as it is most unsatisfactory to

have a man of his character in the employment of the

Government. I n the course of a month or so Thompson

might be able to secure employment and a house in the

Gamp .

6. Thompson has kept himsdlf steady and has

Mr Bound should return to the Colony by the mail

25/9/24 . arriving aarly in November .

longer remain in the Service; 
x •

at all events in a responsibel position.

Inside Minute Paper.

■ • ‘ ***•

Col. Engineer.

i devoted himself to his duties since being appointed

i Acting Outdoor Foreman. From the 1st of September he
I is to receive extra remuneration for the services

At the present time Thompson occupied a

I rendered (Half of the Foreman Carpenter’s salary 

and half of the Outdoor Foreman’s salary) .

bheel No. .5..

dismissed I ami of the opinion that it would be most

I difficult to force him to vacate the cottage , as he
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INQUIRY INTO THE ACTION OF MR CHARLES THOMPSON ACTING FOREMAN
OF WORKS IN CONVEYING A LETTER FROM THR PRISONER W.H.VAUDIN
TO DR HALLOWES ON THE 26th AUGUST 1<J 2^

Chief Constable D.J.01 Sullivan.
Charles Thompson was in the prison with the Blacksmith
on the afternoon of the 26th .The Blacksmith was working
in the lower corridor at the hot water system. The prisoner
was working in the upper corridor upstairs;on examination
of the prisoner he admitted dropping a letter through the

I knew nothing about this until the morningtrap hatch.
after when the letter marked 1A was handed to me by the
Colonial Secretary,who informed erne that it was handed to
him by Doctor Hallowes who had received it from Charles
Thompson Ag.Foreman of Works. I reported the prisoner for
breach of the Gaol regulations and he was sentenced by

the Visiting Justices to three days bread and water.
I spoke with Mr Thompson some time afterwards and he said
that the letter was given him by the Blacksmith.



e
INQUIRY INTO THE ACTION OF KIR CHARLES THOMPSON ACTING FRWAN

OF WORKS IN CONVEYING A LETTER FROM THE PRISONER W.H.VAUDIN

26th AUGUST 1^24.TO DR HALLO1,7ES ON THE

know what he had to do as I had not sent for him,he was
on the premises about J hours altogether,he was upstairs

swear that he was in actual conversation with the prisoner
,the prisoner was working upstairs. I did not sea any letter
during the time i was there nor aid I see any letter passed
between the prisoner and Hr Thompson.

...Cooler Blacksmith.
I was working a^ the Gaol at the Hot water system on the 
2£th August ana during that time Hr Thompson came over
once before dinner and once again in the afternoon. I aont

and in different parts of the Gaol, i would not like to



Clifford. Jennings. Assistant to the Blacksmith

and. during the time we were

doing there because he hud nothing to do with us.
I saw the prisoner Vaudin in a room upstairs and I saw
hr Thompson talking with him from the lower corridor
at the other end of where we weee working. He spoke
with him for about 5 minutes and went upstairs. I cannot
say if he was actually in the room with Vaudin/out he
was on the premises for about 3 hours. I saw no letter
puss between them or did i see any letter dropped from
above.

Dr B. J.Hullov/es.lj.R.C.S.

On the 26th August shortly after 11 am I was walking
along the front road with my daughter. I saw Sullivan
and Thompson standing ut the Gaol gate talking. I hud got
along as far as Malvina House when Thompson overtook me
and handed me a letter addressed to me in pencil on an

envelope. I said where did this come from? and0. IL M.S.
he replied from the camp. I opened it and read it as I walks
along and Thompson walked with me and opposite the Colonial
Secretary’s office he asked me whether there would be any

I said I will send a reply later perhaps by Dr

intention of replying ,but I thought to ask Dr Deames
advice,however I did not see Dr Deane at the Hospital ana
upon reconsideration I determined that the proper person t(
hand the le ter to was the Colonial

i was 'working with the Blacksmith Mr Copper over ut the
Gaol on the 25th August

reply?
Deane,'whose na#e was mentioned in the letter. I had no

there Hr Thompson came over. I dont know what he was



Dr Hallowsa.(continued)

Colonial Secretary.

Charles F.Thompson.
On the nay I received the letter in question I was

sent for b> the Blacksmith to go to the Gaol as something
I got the letter from

I gave it to Dr
Hallow©s cuid us the letter was dirty and cramped I construed

I saia to Dr Hall owes that 1that it came from the camp.

Gaol through the trap hutch but did not curry on any

Hr Cooper appeared and was asked in the presence of Mr T.
whether he gave this letter to me Thompson?
Hr Cooper stated that he did not and had not seen the letter
Mr Thompson made no reply.
ir Thompson further stated that on the 26th Cooper did not
work in the Gaol but v/as employed at the Quarters of Mr

(according to diary)Hours and others fixing taps.
Hr Co^-er stated that he finished that work before break
fast and worked in the Gaol from y am to d'nb burin.
that time Mr Thompson was several times in the Gaol.
hr Thompson later stated that he received the letter fxm
Cooper on the road while he was supervising the rolling o.
the side walk outside the Gaol.

was wrong with the pipe fittings.
Cooper I hud an idea who it was from.

conversation with him. I was only in the Gaol about 10 mins.

thought it came from Vaudin. I did speak to the prisoner in



The Hon.Colonial Secretary.

I have made examinations of the witnesses Chief Constable
D. J.0’Sullivan, Nr Cooper Blacksmith, Jennings assistant
Dr Hallowes ana Charles Thompson.

Each one gave their evidence clearly with the exception
of Charles Thompson who seemed not sure of anything that
had taken place. I asked him if he had nompersonal interest
in the letter,why aid he follow Dr Hallowes and ask him
if there was a reply?

To which he could give no satisfactory answer.
I further asked him why he told Dr Hallowes that the letter
came from the camp and almost in the same breath said it
came from Vaudiu ? He could neither answer satisfactorily
to this question. I called in Mr Cooper and in the presence
of Thompson asked Cooper if he gave the letter to Thompson.

stated No emphatically,I turned to Thompson and askedCooper
how he could explain his statement of having received the

letter from Cooper and he made no reply.
Mr Thompson on one occasion states he received theft letter

from Cooper . ,t tae t?.nc
states Cooper handed it to him on the road.

I ao not think any good can come of having Vaudin over
as he has already stated he dropped the letter through the

if he knew that Thompson was implicated he would certainly
lie. In my opinion Thompson seems clearly the guilty one.

Cooler seat ’or ai..* to the laol and again

hatchway to the ground on the hope of someone picking it up.
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1st October,

The Colonial Engineer,'From To

Stanley#THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

2.

4/

Colonial Secretary.

• o 567/24.
(It is requested 

that, in any rcfer- 
K w. ence tn this letter, 

the above Number 
and the date may be 
quoted.

is one which is ordinarily punishable by imprisonment, 
and the fact that an employee of the Government holding 
a position of authority and trust should have been guilty? 
of actively conniving at a breach of the law renders it 
impossible to retain him in the Service.

19

I can directed by the Governor to Inform you 
that His Excellency has had under consideration the 
charges against Mr. C. F. Thompson, Acting Foreman 
of works into which the rolice Magistrate has recently 
enquired. There is unfortunately no doubt that Mr. 
Thompson knowingly conveyed a letter from the Prisoner 
Vaudin to Dr. Hallowes without the knowledge of the 
gaol authorities.

The Governor directs me to state that the offence

I am to state that as you have re orted that Mr. 
Thompson has worked well and steadily since his appoint
ment of Acting Outdoor Foreman, the Governor is prepared 
to give him reasonable time to find other employment and 
accommodation. Provided that he c..wtinues to give 
satisfaction and only in so long as he does so, he may 
remain in his post and continue to occupy the stone cott- to be age for a period not exceeding four months. It is under
stood that ho will meanwhile take active steps to find 
employment outside the Government Service.


