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SECRET.

Batoning Street,

12th December, 1923.

Sir,

With reference to my Secret Circular despatch of the Sth of October last, I have the

I have the honour to be.

Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

DEVONSHIRE.

The Officer Administering

the Government of 'jf'AIjKIj A.1TD ISLAKDfj

■

circular.

A

honour to transmit for your information a copy of a letter from the Admiralty enclosing a

Memorandum setting forth in detail the organisation of a typical Colonial Royal Naval

J olunteer Reserve force, with an estimate of the cost of the personnel and material required.



(Enclosure in Secret Circular of 12th December. 1923.)

SECRET.

The Under Secretary of State.
COLONIAL OFFICE., S.W.l.

Admiralty, S.W.l, 
30z7? October, 1923.

I am, etc.,
CHARLES WALKER.

Sir,
With reference to your letter of the 16th instant, enclosing 100 copies of the revised 

Memorandum by the Overseas Defence Committee—507 M.—on the extension of the 
Royal Naval Volunteer movement to the Colonies and Protectorates, together with a 
copy of the Circular despatch in which it is being communicated to the Officers 

/ administering the Governments, I am commanded by My Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to acquaint you for the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
that a Memorandum has been prepared setting forth in detail the organisation of a 
typical Colonial Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve force and giving an estimate of the 
cost of the personnel and material required. Copies Nos. 1 to 132 inclusive of this 
Memorandum are enclosed, and I am to request that the Secretary of State will cause 
them to be circulated to the Officers administering the Governments of those Colonies 
and Protectorates which received the original Memorandum 507 M.

Proposals have already been received and are being considered by Their Lordships 
from Gambia, the Gold Coast, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Kenya. I am to request 
that the Officers administering the Governments of these Colonies may be informed 
that the document is sent to them for information only as regards the arrangements 
suggested for other Colonies.
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SECRET

507policywlth-regardIn CoIJ>

formation of RcNoVcJb. forces in the Colonies andto the

Px^-t^torates is stated o& bread lines,

!

mine sweep Ing training and the expense involved, standard

(a

/

These schemes are purely tentative and are meant only

to serve as a basis on which particular schemes for each

Although paragraph 5 of C.IcI). 507-M states that "The4

provision of Volunteer-Reserve Personnel is only one of

the several ways in which assistance can be given and is not

assist would bo :-

fh) The organisation and provision of local craft for1 to 5 above.

l r

In c:?d.er to give Colonies more informalioa conoernlag 
provision of materiel for

(a) The formation of R»N.V0R. Forces- to provila personnel for the following Services :-

!>

4

Memo o1.

2.
So

of such a Force,

20
force,the raising of the IUNftV*R0

valuable-and acceptable*, yet. In

the majority of cases, the best way in whicKOolonlaa oovia^

schemas have been prepared and are attached., which shew

(i) The orgenisaticn of a typical R.N.V.R. Porce and 
estimated cost of

(a) 1 Unit*’ 
• ,(b) a Units,

(11) Estimated cost of providing

Colony and •,Protectorate may ba built up®

, fitting and maintaining one Trawler for minesweeping - material only0
(iii) Estimated cost of fitting one local Craft of 

suitable typo for minGswespjjig and hiring this 
vessel when required for exercise.

1® Minesweeping 
Patrols 
Anti-submarine work

4, Exam!nation Services.
5, Naval Control Service
6. .CoasWatching
7. W/T



*5

-2-£
#5. Ab a general rule, minesweeping will be the

most useful form of training since, in any future war, the
calls for minesweepers are bound, to be heavy.

6. It is hoped, that Colonies and. Protectorates will

indicate how much, if any, of a scheme of this nature they

are prepared, to proceed, with.

On receipt of such information, the Admiralty will,7.

in collaboration with the local authorities, if requested,

Colonies.

i

I

I
I

•I

I'

!

prepare a detailed scheme for each Colony, or group of
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WO TEAm’® FCH C011TX1S***--£> ,rr <.jkA. -w«kzx*r4 sX^- -V <■ «»-»■. ^«<F« --—W • -u—

Mi^swurn.
!

IT.

When the financial position admits one or more9

!E'awlors to be kept in permanent commission and local vessels
to be hired, as necessary for ninssweeping exercises,
2. When the financial position 13 less satisfactory only
a few local vessels to be hire! as necessary for mine sweeping
exercises.

Tho figures shewn should be used as a general guide
as they will be affected by fluctuations of markets and

4. She types of sweeps proposed. are still being improvsd.
and experimented with and may not be standardised before the

The cost of providing and maintaining 1 trawler in
permanent commission end of fitting and hiring say 5 local

■

for each subsequent year. This does not include
the cost of personnel 7

•v

p

2£“~---------• •- - -...........................

:*

i
!|

1
I

3.

5O

1.

only,

outfits 7

craft when necessary for minesweeping erxeroisss, might bs 

expected to work out at about £15,003 for the first year; 
and £5,500^

middle of 1924O

Includes an estimated fuel expenditure.

etc 9

variations of prices in different parts of the worlds



A

PITTING ABD MAINTAINING ONE TRAW.'GER .

( MATERIAL ONLY). t

•I

£1,650

12 cwt
250

Fitting a steel magazine. 200

Fitting depth charge chutes 60
Pocking every six months £66 a time 66 132£

Refitting 400

12 cwt gun (possibly retained from

One e303 aiming rifle and spare parts. 25

300

7 12 pdr. drill cartridges 8

2 rifles (retained from scrapping)

2 Sets of V?ebb Equipment for same. 4

mine sweeping stores 135

Replacements of same. 15

3 Sets of "Oropesa" Mark Sweeps £200 per set 600

60

500 500

? ?

4^
x Note:- Admiralty may be able to provide but,

Each subse­
quent year

L

First
2jar^

J

; gDT loan, 
though at present there are some" surplus trawlers

£5.000

1

I
-f

are notified to the

1 12pdr0 : 
scrapping L

Stiffening vessel and mounting 12 pdr& 
gun on A.Aq mounting o

"Cost of Trawler on Sale List.

Replacements of same

General stores (other than minesweeping)

Coal burnt would be about 1 ton per 23 miles 
steamed.

APPROXIMATION 0}? IIWOLVED III PROVIDING,

20 rounds of 12 pdr. ammunition and 36,000 
rounds of .303 per annum.

1 Set of "general purpose"

available, this surplus will be gradually disposed of 
if no probable requirements 
Admix al ty Q

Fitting W/T, double awnings, accommodation, 
ballasting, etc0 reels for spare M/S wires.
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r

13 cwt

XI Fitting stool magazine when v?sr is Imminent £200

’.30.0

30

If suitable

(necessary supperts (Unless
340

80«3

OR

25
110

15

Bcrappin#).
1

4
1351 set of

£15
400

£40
400

£40
5 5
50 £.00

/
/

First X car

APIWZXW’SJX OF TI5i E^EESE TO BE 31 PZfUSG
1 LOCAL CRAFT FOR MmSWBHiG (ASSUMING CMS CONSIST 
CAN BE GBIALSB) ALTJ) HIRING HIE SAME W REQU1BEB I’OR 

L'lHESU®PILTG ESW.TSES.

£25 in all ’ J 
when convenient

I

li

;

i i

S sots of Webb equipment for ssrae

ngeneral pivrposs” M/s stores.

-Each svbs-?e*-s <

£250 as 
convenient.

Stiffening vessel and mounting 12 pdro 
gun on A.-.Ao Mounting,

(Supply &• fit 2 hand winches

(Supply and fit fairXeads> if 
fiiot, suitably

for powsi* /

o303 aiming rifle and spare parts 

2 rifles (retained from scrapping?

Fitting depth charge cbuites
(Supply fit 1 galleys for 
(kite otter .french floats 
(
(wPr5.f’Ser1T type steam vrlnch
(providing end fitting with
C v ... ’ ' \
( existing winch is cui table).

u? or l:e 1 sv/o ep, (
(Supply and fit r5Ailsan type
(roller fairloads, 2 in hfo

able for hand ( 
rorkecL swoop 
which is less 
efficient 
than /

1 12-pdr, 12 cwt gun (possibly retained 
from scranpin#?}.

Roplacevents for above
(2 sets of power-workod ”Gropesa’? Sweeps

(RAulacenients for same
{' ^ QR *
(2 sets of hand-worked "Oroposa” Sweeps

{Replaces^nts 5or ^meo

General, service stores (not Mresweoping) 
Cost of hire - about £10 per day for 10 days 

per annum

' (Supply and fit 1 davit and ped-
festal for handling kite otter 

If only bruit- .(and French floate*o



t:-

t

IL 3674/23.

IN TUB COLONIES.

forces would be raised under
the authority of the Colonial Naval Defence Acts, 1855 and

1909 <

The primary duties to be Mine Sweepingn.
Training forforms of local defence to be developed later on.

first two years of engagement to be on General Service lines.
after which Officers and Men will begin minesweeping training o

one

if three or more Units were formedauthorised for each Unit;

If six

Supernumerary

may be

borne up to any numbers obtainable3
If a Division reaches

further units should be formed but existing units should be
an additional sub-the limit to be 100;increased in size;

Medical. Officer:

So long as the number of units is three or less, one

Medical Officer should bo appointed; for a total of 4 to
2 Medical Officers; an additional Medical Officer

for every three hundred men, or part of 300 men, in addition
to six unitso

ROYAL NAVAL J£LUNTg5R^ R33SRVE □

should be addedo

The Colonial R.N.V.Rc

Accountant Officers:

Ono Accountant Officer should be appointed to each 600

0 5&11222
Units consisting of 50 Ratings should be formed;

111c

1,

men w., 0

a strength of six units no

6 units,

Officers of ?cank not higher than Lieutenant, RflNoVeR,

one Lieutenant Commander, ILTLV.IL

Lieutenant, R.N.V.R. being added for each 50 additional men0

Units were formed one Commander should be added.

Li eu tc-nant R, N«V OP. 0 and one Sub-Lieutenant, RON.VOR. should be

o. Other

ILTLV.IL


'h

-2-

Com p o s 1t ion o f • J n i t s;IV.

This would vary according to tho needs of each particular

Colony, hut six Signal Ratings should he included in each unit

and Artisans should not h© included for the present.

Instiucti o n al Staff:

The Officer Instructor should he a Lieutenant Commander

7 ar r an t Of f i c e r.Commissioned Officer from Warrant rank, or

(Petty Officer Instructors:

One Chief

unit and. for every /additional ICO men

Period of Enrolment.

Pour year periods,

Pay:

Permanent St af f:

The pay of these officers and potty officers should

be the same as that for 3 JI. Officers employed on Colonial

pay of rank, with Colonial .allowance; also

special allowance based on cost of living, rates of paya

The Colonies to bo

responsible for these payments and for the usual pension contri-

button.

R.N.V.R. Officers and 1 en:
Imperial ‘RJI.V.R* Scale,Officers:

Scale.Buiopean Ratings :

As fired locally.Na t i ve Rat ing 3:

Bounties:

A small bounty should be paid, to be fixed locally
ii
i

f

VIIIo

?.. N. or P , N o Pens ioned 
or R.7.R. )

Petty■Officer or Petty Officer for the first

VI Io

etc.

should ?2’ollow when this object has been achieved o

according,, . 0

men or p* rt t her e 0 f .

Imperial R.N.V.R.

up to a total of CO years.

in the respective Colonies,

Service, viz

The primar?/ object should ho to establish a disciplined.

Officer Instructor: fP.h, or R.R. Retired),

force, and the allocation of ratings to different branches etc0

VIO



in order to cover out

of pocket expenses incurred,. Bounties to be payable to men

The Colonies to be responsible for payment of bounties

and for pay during periods of training.

provided in order to encourage zeal and efficiency 0

/laga^ments:

In peace time for service in Colony only 0

In war time it is desirable that, with the prior consent

in time of peace of the Colonial Authorities, the forces

should be available for general service*

Drill*?:XI.

40 Drills of ono hour’s duration in first year and £4
in subsequent years (as for Imperial R.N,VeR0)

14 days training in any vessel detailed by theXII.

Colonial Authorities for the purpose or in one of H.M.Ships,

of Service.during the first or second ya
Afterwards average of 7 days training afloat per annum.

C ommani;XI lie
Units to be under the orders of theColonial RoM.V.R

Naval Commander-in-Chlef-of -ths-S tati.on^ who- should- arrange

for-annual-inspection.

Uniform;XIV.

Officers

European Ratings

Native Ratings:

XV. Uni f o rm A11 ow an c e:

Officers1 uniform allowance to bo .CIO on entry,

Men to receive kit to the value of about £.2 - on enrolment

and

L

IX*

MI O’*

Xo

Eijjhc?.\.Rat ings iyesj;
Ratings such as Head Krooman and Head Tindal to be

A simple uniform of Naval typo, 
to be decided locallyo

)As for Imperial R.N.V.R. (with 
/distinctive badge of Colony, 
Hf desired}.

According to the current rate of
wages,

not to Officers*only,
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i

. If desired,
i

It is desirable that the Colonie3 should provide saoh

legislation as would place the Royal Naval Volunteer

going training and drills and when called out for actual

The necessary authority exists in the Colonial

Naval Defence Acts of

the Act of 1865 makes it lawful for HisSection 7 of

from time to time as occasion requiresMajesty in Council

and on such conditions as seem fit to authorise the Admiralty

to accept any offer for the time being made or to be

made by the Government of a Colony to place at His MajestyTs

disposal for service in the Royal Navy the whole or part of

the body of volunteers with all or any of the officers

raised and appointed by that Government in accordance with

and that when any such offer is

.accepted 5 such

to men of the Royal Naval Reserve raised in1859 as relate

the United Kingdom when in actual service shall extend and

necessary that the Colonial Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve

the Admiralty the services of the South African Division of

the

apply to the volunteers whose services are so accepted#

In the event of a National emergency, it would be

\ Reserve forces under appropriate discipline whilst under-

• to be placed on the books of the Flag Ship of the Station 

such pay being subsequently recovered from the

the provisions of the Act;

of the provisions of the Naval Reserve Act

like the Royal Naval Volunteer Resave for os 

raised in the United Kingdom, be called out with the least

In order to avoid any such delay ths Union

service®

Discipline:
Instructional Staff to be under Naval discipline and

1865 and 1909,

Admiralty on repayment.

XVI,

for pay,

possible delay,
of South Africa decided in 1915 to offer beforehand to

forces should,

Colonial Authorities,

*

and re^nroljjsnt, free of pharge; kits to be maintained 

by the men® If desired, men’s uniform to be supplied by
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the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve and that offer was
accepted by the Admiralty under authority of an Order in
Counci], made in pursuance of the section It is strongly0

recommended that in order that the Colonies themselves

and the Empire as a whole may in time of national emergency

have the immediate use of the Colonial Naval Reserves a

It would "be an under-

standing that in that case the Admiralty would, not hold

except while

performing drills or undergoing training, until an

emergency arose which would require the Royal Naval Volunteer

If this

course were taken no difficulty need arise in practice
while the personnel are pursuing their ordinary civilian
avocations in time of peace, but discipline would be fully
provided for while performing drills and undergoing periodi­
cal training

C ombine d Colonies S ch eme:TVII*

The possibility of several Colonies raising a combined

force is under consideration.

XVIII. Finance:

A statement is attached shewing the approximate cost

to a Colony per unit of personnel.

float or ashoreo

Reserve generally to be called into actual service <>

volunteers to conditions of actual service,

similar procedure should be adopted0
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R.N.V.k. in the Colonies*

1 Accountant OfficerOfficer,Annual Cost of 1 Unit of 2 Executive Officers
end 50 men•

(a) Permanent Staff. £
Pay, Loddin nr Money, Provision Allowance and Servant’s Allowance 540

Colony).. . •will presumably vary with the

Cost of passage from England (dependent u'on distance and

12 5Value of Eetired Pay rights 

32 0

Colonial and Special Allowances 

Cost of passage from England (dependent on distance and frequency of relief)...-

36Value of Pension rights 

(b) Volunteers embarked for average of 7 da’rsT trainin'? per ar! '"n.

80

(o) Bounties for Volunteers (assuming 6ddrills in subsequent years) 35

33

(e) bent of Brill Hall.

(f) Travelling for traininOfficers and men embark in
Ho estimate practicable

( p) Medi cal Expenses.

(h) i-i sc ell an e ou s ,

Notes.
(1)

(ii)

(iii)

Pay at Imperial rates 
V i ctuallinp.....................

)
)
)

The pay of ths 
rates of pa;y r

..£52; 
. . 28)

ve for 5 years on the 
four rears).

Table A.

of relief)...

Officers £8) 
Len  25)

Pay, Lod^ins* Money, Provision Allowance, kit Unkeep Allowance and Marriaye
Allowance of 1 C.P.O. or P.O..-., .......................................

frequently

-- - - * . of one Officer
J w - —W p — — -- 'W , J - - — — . — — — - . - - — rw- — CX*. J W

of the rank of Lieutenant Cdr., Commissioned Officer from Warrant Rank or 
’Iarrant Off ic er.

Colonial and Special Allowances (these

1 Med ic aj^

(d) Clothing of Volunteers (assumin'? that Officers v. ill serve 
average and that men’s kits will be renewed every

exoeuses of

ner drill for 40 drills in first year and 24

The larger the unit, or -the lar?e^ -the number of the units, in any Division, 
the smaller the expense )er unit becomes, because the Establishment expenses 
are spread over greater numbers while the number of Volunteer Officers and 
Petty Officer Instructors, considered in relation to the number of Volunteer 
ratings is also reduced.

j
e.g. Clerical assistance, Caretakers, Casual Labour)

Signal 3ta-^ > been calculated, on the assumption that R.K. 
or. Id be issued” that the ratings would be Europeans.

Marriage rllowance has d een i-?Gluded. in the emoluments o^ the Petty Officer 
Instructor. The expense nnf this head, could, however, oe obviacec by the 
appointment of sin pie men.



*

100 men
Table B.

£. s. d
the rank of

540. 0. 0

11

dost of Passage from
125. 0. 0

320. 0. 0

36. 0. 0Value of Pension rights

£.
 142. 0. 0

or 40 drills in 1st year and 24 drills in
70. 0. 0

that men’s kits will be renewed every 4 years)

 62. C. 0
0)o

3. Rent of Drill Hall

F. Travelling Expenses of Officers and Men undergoing training

G-. Medical Expenses. Ho estimate practicable-.

H. Miscellaneous, (Clerical assistance, caretakers, casual labour)

Rotes•

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

) 
) 
) 
) 
)

' Lieutenant Cdr. Commissioned Officer 

Colonial and Special Allowances (These vi

Officer 
Men....

0. Bounties for Volunteers (assuming 6d- a drill 
subsequent years) ....................................

D. Clothing for Volunteers (assuming that Officers ill 

B • Volunteers embarked for ay era"' e of s even days pe r an num.

Pay (at Imperial rates) .....  
Victualling.....................................................

12. 0. °)50. o. c:

The pay of the Signal Staff has been calculation the assumption that R.17. 
rates of pay would be issued and that the ratings v ould be Europeans.

Marriage Allowance has been included in the emoluments of the Petty Officer 
Instructor. The expense under this head could, . O’■ -re , )e ooviated oy v„e 
appo into en t o f si z <•’. e me3.

for

serve for 5 years on the average and

or P .0

Annual cost of 2 Units of 4 B^ecuti_v6...0ffiegrs^ 1 ^lCal .Office^--1. Acc0M-ntafl■*'- °^-lcer

s. d
88. 0. 0 )
54. 0. 0 )

B.M.V.R. in the Colon!es .

Value of Retired Pay rights ...................................................................
Bay, Lodging Money, Provision Allowance, K.U.A. and Marriage Allowance of 1 C.P.O.

Colonial and Special Allowances (These will presumably vary in different Colonies)..-.

Cost of Passage from England (dependent on distance and frequency of relief)

The larger the unit, or the larger the number the units, in any Division, 
the smaller the expense per unit becomes, ^°^e the Establishment expenses 
are spread over greater numbers, while th® number of Volunteer Officers and 
Petty Officer Instructors, considered in relation to the number of Volunteer 
ratings is also reduced.

A. Permanent Staff-

Pay Lodging Money, Provision Allowance and cCxvant’u Allowance of 1 Of-icer 
‘ ----  from arrant Rank or ^arrant Officer. ••

;.rcoumably vary ip different Colonies)

England (dependent on distance and frequency of relief)
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£

1 Officer (Average cost of
519

3221 G.P.O.. L

2331 Leading ..Seaman

4182 A,BTS

1 A«B. (as Cook) 214

3 Ordinary Seamen 386

1 Telegraphist 205

1 Signalman 2©5

365

314

429

£3.610

Notes.- *

(1)

In the case of ratings the amounts(2)

and lo2 children
(3)

Article 1468 Class* lt
Clause 1) •

1 E.R.A», Chief Mechanician -er Heohanio ian
1 Chief Stoker or Stoker Petty Officer....
2 Stoker/.

APPlTIONAlr STAPP .70*{ TPAi-^g o  

 a Ccmmisr;:’ on^d Officer 
from Warrant .Bank and 'Warrant Officer) •• -

i • I

(6) It has been assumed that no

the estimate should be 
of the men.

K.H. and A.IC (See Article 148?

(5) Possibly Climate Pay may be payable in certain, c ircwstanoes. If so 
1 increased by £36 in the case of the Ojxicer and x,9 in the cas0

Colonial or other special allowance‘will ba paid’

The following statement may serve as

vTnfound that afldi tional.

* crews necessary to take’th^'frnrv71j?ruJxx_.s^a,-Mr* ^^pecl-slly- n3. regards the engine. 
—

If^suffixrfjer^ men are not-available from the R.N^V.Piratings th-omPGlves< it may ba found

possible to employ locaJL.nivillan-s-'tempora.ri.ly • 
i

a general guide to the annual cost of • px’Oviding the various
1

membra_of a-trawler1 b-crov manned on a Naval basis:

a

PpTToTrR.. IN THE 00TX)W%

Estimated.Annual.Parse rue .1 of a Trawler utilised 
for "T:r<?ln5.u.g s e s.

In the case of the Officer the figure ih.hic.es Pull Pay, Command Zfonoy, Hard lying Money, 
cost of Victualling and Retired Pay liability.

In the case of ratings the amounts include Pay, Hard Tying Money, Marriage Allowance (except 
in the case of Ordinary Seamen-? X.:t Upkeep Allonrances, Cost of Victualling and Pension' 
liability.

The cost of marriage allowance has been based on an average of 
per man.

(4)-.Hard lying Money has been calculated at half the rates provided under 
‘” ■ — «- ~ . > . -i _ i .j r»r/ HT oa T ) .

ih.hic.es


/ "S

jTklklanp islajsOT

circular.
SECRET <

The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies
presents his compliments to the Officer Administering
the Government and, with reference to the Secretary
of State’s Secret Circular despatch of the 12th of
December, 1923, begs to state that the first line
of the note on page 4 of the Admiralty memorandum
enclosed in it should be amended to read ’’provide on
loan” instead of "provide or loan”.

January, 1924.
Colonial Office,
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The Naval Volunteer and Defence Ordinance, 1938.

GOLD COAST COLONY.

No. 17 OF 1938.

]

Assented to in His Majesty’s Name this 2nd day of 
April, 1938.

Date of 
commence­
ment.

ARNOLD HODSON
Governor.

An Ordinance to provide for Naval Defence.
[

Whereas by the Colonial Naval Defence Act, 1931 
(21 Geo. 5 Ch. 9), it is provided that the legislature of 
any Colony/ may, with the approval of His Majesty in 
Council, make provision, either in conjunction with any 
other Colony or not, for maintaining vessels of war; and 
that where the legislature of any Colony has made 
provision for raising a force for the naval defence of the 
Colony within its territorial waters, that legislature may, 
with the approval of His Majesty in Council, further 
make such provision regarding the discipline and service 
of officers and men of that force as is contained in this 
Ordinance:

And whereas by the said Act it is further provided 
that His Majesty in Council may, on such conditions as 
he thinks fit, authorise the Admiralty to accept any offer 
made by the Government of a Colony to place at His
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Cap. 47.

with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council

limits of the Gold Coast Colony

Inter­
pretation.

Vessels of 
war.

Service and 
training 
outside 
Colony.

Short title 
and com­
mencement.

General 
service of

1
Coast
Colony 
Naval 
Volunteer 
Force in the
Royal 
Navy.

No. 17 of
1938.

No. 17 of
1938.

to service and 
other place without the

This printed impression has been carefully compared by me 
with the Bill which has passed the Legislative Council and found 
by me to be a true and correctly printed copy of the said Bill.

SCHEDULE.
1. Where in the Naval Discipline Act and in the King’s 

Regulations and Admiralty Instructions, in so far as the same 
are applicable to the officers or men of the Force, any power or 
duty is vested in or imposed upon the Admiralty, such power or 
duty shall, in respect of the Force, be vested in, exercised or 
performed by the Governor.

2. Where not inconsistent with the subject matter of the Naval 
Discipline Act, the words “ Gold Coast Colony ” shall be read 
in place of the word “ England ” or “ United Kingdom ” or 
“ United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ” wherever 
they occur.

3. Section 52 of the Naval Discipline Act shall be read as if 
after the words “ from time to time be allowed by the 
Admiralty ” there were inserted the following :—

“ (12) Fine not exceeding forty shillings. In default of 
payment of a fine imposed under this section, the fine shall 
be recoverable by summary process. Every such penalty 
shall be applied as the Governor direct ”.

4. In section 56 (2) of the Naval Discipline Act “ the officer 
in command of the ship to which the offender belongs ” shall 
be read to include the officer in command of the Force.

5. Sections 90a and 98a of the Naval Discipline Act shall not 
apply to the officers and men of the Force.

6. Wherever fines are mentioned in the Naval Discipline Act, 
the corresponding amounts in local currency shall be substituted 
for the amounts expressed therein in British currency.

H. H. MALM
Clerk of the Legislative- Council.

Printed by the Government Printer, Government Printing Department, Accra. 
4417/378.

Majesty's disposal for general service in the Royal Navy, 
vessels of war maintained, or officers or men of such 
force as aforesaid raised, by the Colony:

And whereas by the Naval Volunteer Ordinance, 
provision has been made for raising and maintaining a 
force for the Naval Defence of the Gold Coast called the 
Gold Coast Naval Volunteer Force:

And whereas by an Order of His Majesty in Council 
dated the 27th day of October, 1936, intituled the Gold 
Coast Naval Defence Order, 1936, approval has been 
given to the making by the legislature of the Gold Coast 
Colony of provision as aforesaid:
Be it enacted by the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony,

come into operation

Council may provide, either in

7. T he Governor in Council may offer to place at His 
Majesty’s disposal for general service in the Royal Navy such the Gold 
officers and men of the Gold Coast Naval Volunteer Force as 
have been entered on terms of accepting such service.

thereof, as follows: —
1. (1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Naval Volunteer 

and Defence Ordinance, 1938.
(2) This Ordinance shall come into operation on such 

date as the Governor by notice in the Gazette shall appoint.
2. In this Ordinance, “ The Force ” means the Gold Coast 

Naval Volunteer Force.
3. (1) The Governor in

conjunction with any other Colony or not, for maintaining and 
using vessels of war.

(2) The Governor in Council may, by agreement with such 
other Colony, if any, offer to place at His Majesty’s disposal for 
general service in the Royal Navy any vessel of war so 
provided.

4. Officers and men of the Force are liable 
training in any ship establishment or < 
limits of the Gold Coast Colony or its territorial waters whether 
belonging to the Gold Coast Colony or not.

5. All the enactments and regulations for the time being in 
force for the enforcement of discipline in the Royal Navy shall

----- apply, with the modifications set out in the Schedule to this 
Ordinance, to the officers and men of the Force during such 
period as they are under instruction, training or exercise or in 
actual service whether ashore or afloat or within or without the 
limits of the Gold Coast Colony.

6. Officers and men of the Force entered on the express terms 
of accepting general service in the Royal Navy in emergency 
shall form part of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve under the 
designation of the Gold Coast Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve.

Enactments 
and Regu­
lations in 
Force in

to apply to 
the Gold 
Coast 
Colony.

Entry for 
service 
with Royal 
Navy in 
emergency.



AT THE COURT AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE,

The 27th day of October, 1936.

Present,

THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

Whereas by the Colonial Naval Defence Act, 1931 (hereinafter

Lord President.
..Lord Steward.

Master of the Horse.- 
Lord Chamberlain.

Earl Stanhope.
Major Alexander Hardinge.
Mr. Mackenzie King.

7^

referred to as ” the Act ”), it is enacted that the legislature of any 
Colony may, with the approval of His Majesty in Council, make 
provision for maintaining and using vessels of war; and that where 
the legislature of any Colony has made provision for raising a force 
for the naval defence of the Colony within its territorial waters, 
that legislature may, with the approval of His Majesty in Council, 
further make such provision regarding the discipline and service of 
officers and men of that force as is set out in the Act :

And whereas by the Act it is further provided that His Majesty 
in Council may, on'such conditions as He. thinks fit, authorise the 
Admiralty to accept any offer made by the Government of a Colony 
to place at His Majesty’s disposal for general service in the Royal 
Navy, vessels of war maintained, or officers or men of such force 
as aforesaid raised by the Colony :

And whereas by the Naval Volunteer Ordinance, 1936, of the 
Legislature of the Gold Coast (hereinafter referred to as “ the 
Legislature ”) provision has been made for raising a force for the 
Naval Defence of the Gold Coast called the Gold Coast Naval 
Volunteer Force (hereinafter referred to as “ the Force ”) :

NOW, THEREFORE, His Majesty, in exercise of the powers 
vested in Him by the above recited provisions, is pleased, by and. 
with the advice of His Privy Council, to order, and it is hereby 
ordered, as follows :—

1. This Order may be cited as “ The Gold Coast Naval Defence 
Order, 1936.”

2. Approval is hereby given to the exercise by the Legislature 
of the power contained in Section 1 of the Act, to make provision 
at the expense of the Gold Coast for maintaining and using vessels 
of war.

3. The Admiralty is hereby authorised to accept any offer made 
by the Government of the Gold Coast to place at His Majesty’s 
disposal for general service in the Royal Navy any vessel of war so 
maintained provided that, as regards any such vessel maintained 
by the Gold Coa-st in conjunction with any other Colony, a like- 
offer is made by such last mentioned Colony.

D.C. 6798 (1) 2. 1. 00
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M. P. A. Hankey.

4. Approval is hereby given to the exercise by the Legislature 
of the powers contained in Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Act, 
namely, to provide that officers and men of the Force—

(a) shall, whether serving ashore or afloat or within or without
. the limits of the Gold Coast, be subject to all the enact­
ments and regulations for the time being in force for the 
enforcement of discipline in the Royal Navy, with such 
modifications and adaptations as may be made by the 
Legislature to adapt those enactments and regulations 
to the circumstances of the Gold Coast;

(b) shall be liable to service and training in any ship, estab­
lishment or other place without the limits of the Gold 
Coast, whether belonging to the Gold Coast or not;

(c) shall, in the case of officers or men entered on the express
terms of accepting general service in the Royal Navy 
in emergency, form part of the Royal Naval Reserve or 
of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, or that some 
shall form part of the Royal Naval Reserve and others 
of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve.

5. The Admiralty is hereby authorised to accept any offer made 
by the Government of the Gold Coast to place at His Majesty’s 
disposal for general service in the Royal Navy any officers and men 
of the Force.

Printed by His Majesty’s Stationery Office Press, 
Pocock Street, S.E.l.
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