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SUBJECT.

1930-
SUGGESTED CONSTRUCTION OF A TRACK FROM26th February,
FITZROY TO STANLEY.

Previous Paper.

MINUTES.

Hon.

2.

6.

4.

Subsequent Paper.

and

was not sufficient for the 
work owing to the very rough nature of the country

TRN/LAN/2#16I__ _ ___________

Colonial Secretary.

S 93 °-

I beg to report that I have discussed, 
she question of a track from Stanley to Fitzroy 
vith Mr. T.G.Slaughter and the Hon. L.h.H.Young.

TheT' informed me that Messrs The Falkland
Islands Co, has a track partly formed from Darwin 
jO Mount Pleasant, a distance of approximately 
BO miles, and that, as time and money permit, 
,he Company propose to extend it to Fitzroy, 
approximately another 9 miles.

They stated that to form a track between 
Fitzroy and Darwin is fairly easy work as compared 
with the work necessary between Stanley and Fitzroy.

I suggested the offer of a Government subsidy 
for Messrs The Falkland Islands Co. to carry on the 
■track to Stanley, cut it was stated that the amount
ffered, £300 - £400,

Hon. Col. Secretary.



of Fitzroy.

6.

7.

North Arm, where most of their work exists.
The question of tracks generally on the last 

Falkland was discussed, and it was stated that the most 
'ast Falkland were the sections

Fitzroy and Stanley the Company was not so interested 
in this section as the one from Darwin to

5. Whilst it was said that the farmers would cut 
a track over good camp for approximately £14 per mile, 
it v;as estimated that the cost of a track even for a 
light vehicle between Stanle and Fitzroy would he 
nearer £100 per mile plus the cost of bridging streams, 
clearing stone runs etc, and that whilst Messrs The 
Falkland Islands Co. would like to see a track between

Fitzroy via

1& •

Colonial Engineer.26/3/30.

and on account of the distance from the base or settlements, 
also that they could not undertake the work this side

It was pointed out that the track would 
have to pass through land owned by other farmers, viz, 
Mr.T.Robson, Mr. A.Morrison, Mr.Browning (on lease) 
and surburban lands.

tanley and Estanchia and Stanley.
t was generally agreed that the first step to take 

was to make a rough survey as to the■possibility of the 
scheme by travelling over the country if possible with 
a vehicle similar to the Morris 6 wheeler; with this I agree 
and I would submit for favourable consideration that 
approval be given for the Morris 6 wheeled lorry to go 
over the Camp towards Darwin - the attempt to be made 
at the first favourable opportunity. If approved I will 
call for 4 volunteers to go, and have the lorry equipped 

with the necessary gear ready for a start to be made as 
soon as considered fit. It is estimated that the trip can be 
made for approximately £2 per day, which, 1 suggest, be 
charged to XVII. P.W. (5) "Miscellaneous Expenses".

difficult camps in the _C;
between Fitzroy and
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Company Limited, in his letter of

/fa. fa. fa

fa

i
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Extract from Minutes of the Executive Council Meeting held on September 11th,ptem 
1933.

Sheet No.

later date.It was recommended, however, 
inserted in the Estimates for 1934 
"Improvement of tracks to the camp

"The Council, while fully appreciating the benefits to be derived from 
the erection of a bridge over Eitzroy River agreed that the present 
time was inopportune to grant financial assistance towards such an 
undertaking as that outlined by the Manager of the Falkland Islands 

trie 25th of August, 1933, but that 
the matter should be brought forward for further consideration at a

that a token vote of £150 should be 
under Public Works Extiaoidinary, 

T which could be expended if it was 
decided to grant assistance in 1934 towards the erection of the bridge."

C.S.O. No



Y.E.,

F.I.Co. ,

x
.x4H*u

c^d '<?

cjjh-'- 
forC. S.

22. 9.33.

r-’:''■,■>

Submitted with, draft letter to Manager,
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114/50.

5th April

Sir,
I am directed by the Governor to convey to

Smith, Gleadell
and Raice, His Excellency’s sincere congratulations
on accomplishing successfully the extremely difficult
journey from Stanley to Barvrin and return by motor,

lead to an early development of motor transport in
the Colony

l /

I am to express to you and your men His2.
Excellency’s deep thanks for the valuable pioneer
work you have performed under such exceptional
difficulties.

I am,
Sir,

.Your obedient servant,
/

• /

/

Colonial Engineer,

Stanley. ■r

for Colonial Secretary* z

/

an undertaking which His Excellency feels sure will

Messrs. Ballard,you and your men,

Hon. G. Roberts,



GOVERNMENT HOUSE

30th April, 1930*

I an directed by the Governor t
thank you. for your very kind letter of the 31st of
March, regarding Mr. Roberts’s motor journey from.
Stanley t® Darwin.

His Excellency is deeply gratified by your genei
ous appreciation of this difficult pioneer work vzhloi
he feels sure will pave the way for the gradual
improvement of inland communication in these islands.

distinction of being the first conveyed by motor mail
in the Colony.

Yours very sincerely,

Private Secretary.

I am to say that your letter which His Excellency 
regrets has remained so long unanswered has the

T. G. Slaughter, Esq*, 
Darwin.

Dear Mr. Slaughter,



GOVERN WIT HOUm-MMDS.
STANLEY.

2nd June, 1930

My Lord.,

I have the honour to inform Your Lordship

that since my arrival in this Colony I have giioen

careful consideration to the question of overland

thereas Your Lordship is aware,communication for,
are- no roads in the Falkland Islands outside the town

All travelling, therefore, has to be doneof Stanley.
either by sea in small coasting steamers or schooners,
or on horseback across tracks, which for the most part

The question is oneare neither marked nor beaten.
of old standing but has been revived recently by
successful journeys made over the camp in motor cars
fitted with caterpillar wheels.

that the time had come2.
question and I arrangedfor a closer examination of the
the Colonial Engineer, toaccordingly for Mr. G. Roberts,

make a trial run in a Morris Commercial 30 cwt. motor
lorry with creeper adjustment belonging to this
Government from Stanley to Darwin and return, a distance
in all of some 120 miles over some of the worst camp

Mr. Roberts accomplished the doublein the Colony.

journeyip with difficulty but without mishap, and I encl'

of record I have had printed and bound toother with

the appropriate photographs and/naps.

Mr.

THE RIGHT HON.
LORD PASSFIELD OF 
PASSFIELD CORNER P.C. 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

' FOR THE COLONIES.

4
'•■.•■-. •J

a copy of the report drawn up by him which for permane?

I decided, therefore,



Ur. Roberts is to be

ness
I enclose also for Your Lordship’s facility of
reference a full-size map of the Falkland Islands
shewing clearly the various localities and tracx lines
mentioned in Ur. Roberts’s report and projected in
the future as explained later in this despatch.

In the first place I must say that I am in3.
agreement generally with Ur. Roberts’s conclusions

I think that it is proved onceand recommendations.

and for all that the construction of metalled roads
in the ordinarily accepted sense of the term in this
Colony is not an economic proposition. The capital
cost at over £4,000 a mile is itself prohibitive,

and even when made the roads would be of no real

commercial advantage to the Islands* staple industry.

liowhere else in the world are the natural facilities

for the transport of wool better than in this Colony.

Every sheep is shorn practically at the water’s edge

and its fleece is shipped straight from its baox to

the market. In these circumstances I feel certain

a work of public utility.
4. It remains then to consider what may te done

to make the existing tracxs more practicable Goth for
horses and for cars.

courenience and
i

amen it

!
I

complimented, on the trouble
well as on the thorough-taken in their preparation as

shewn in the whole conduct of the expedition.

Your Lordship will agree that no great expenditure
Iof public money is either needed or justified as on

There again the utility of 
improved tracks is of minor account and a^y step forwaxy 
would be rather in the direction of



Since the early laya of the Colony horsemenA

the Islands in winter
1

as
present demand arises chiefly from certain farmers who
possess cars and who prefer this means of locomotion

Moreoverto that of travelling by boat or on horseback.
it is these farmers who alone will reap any real benefit
from improved tracks which to the Government will afford
no positive facility and to the general public only
easier opportunities for personal recreation.

5. I am, however, always anxious to help forward
any movement which tends to improve social conditions
in the Falkland Islands and to open horizons to their
people and I consider that a case has been presented
for the grant of assistance from public funds in this
connection on a strictly moderate scale. But I would

emphasise that it is in my view the fanners themselves

on whom the burden of the work involved should first

fall. As I have said above they stand most to benefit
and furthermore it is well to remember that the

i

to serve the common weal. One i

example will suffice to shew the

myself the length and breadth o 
and summer - and although the bridging of streams, for 
example, will he an undoubted boon to travellers such

ameni ty.
have passed on their day’s work to and fro along the 
same tracks without serious hindrance - I have ridden

I

disproportion between

I
i

th/

I

-)
'■ ' ' ' I

improvements will be done on their property, that oy 

comparison they are very lightly uaxed, and that with 
a few exceptions they do practically nothing, apart 
from their own farms,

doctors or mailmen, it cannot be denied that the



pay in taxation.

Station paid, only 2366 in taxes yet received.

This
j

made large profits luring- the war and. were not called.
upon to render military service makes their position

If then their desire for improvedalmost unique.
communications is really genuine I think it is onlyJ
reasonable that they should take the lead, and do the
work with the support of the administration behind
them.
form,
the value of the work done and in the case of bridging
a subsidy in the value of the materials required; payment

i
in every instance only being made on the completion of
the work or bridge to the satisfaction of the Colonial
Engineer,

report gives a list of the estimated cost of the
bridging materials necessary on the route from

On

5

the profits the farmers receive and the amount they
In 1938 Hr, Luxton of Chartres

Mr, Roberts estimates the cost of track-making 
at from £20 to £30 a mile and in an appendix to his

This support I propose should take the following 
in the case of track-making a subsidy of 50>* of

section of impy^

-J/

namely.

£13t754 from the sale of his ’wool alone, 
taken into consideration with the fact that they

-'i

f 1

<

Stanley to Darwin,

such an arrd^^**
of making prac^x^

,4
>•/

£493 for 16 bridges and
£160 for passerelles over smaller streams.
Crown Lands, such as the suburban lands in the 
neighbourhood of Stanley, which are on short lease 
to smallholders, I am of the opinion that the 
Government should bear the full cost;
ment will have the advantage too 
the construction of a standard



5

that the work6.
proceeds on the

posts for at least a year before the work is actually
Incidentally these guide-posts will beput in hand.

numbered serially out from Stanley and in a country
so bare of natural landmarks will prove an invaluable
aid particularly on dark nights and in fog.

Any track constructed from Stanley will7.
run of necessity for a considerable distance over
the property of the Falkland Islands Company which
owns the two-thirds part of the Fast Island. I

their Manager, Mr. L. V*. H

the other farmers
a
Camp track from

' xift-

and route, I propose that all tracks which it is 
decided to improve should be marked out with guide-

should be approached
similar arrangementcoming to

in respect of th© main iforth

: i

I

J

R.

p' •

u

J.

put before 
Your lordship for approval definitely to adopt.
.ith Your Lordship*s sanction I propose that work 
should start next year on the Stanley to Darwin 
track and that Mr. G

£

Furthermore in order to ensure
soundest possible basis and also to 

best lines for the tracks totest by experience the 
follow, and thereby to minimise as far as may be 
the inevitable differences of opinion as to method

Young, both in this capacity and as a member of the

Ireenshie^8

Legislative Council, and I am glad to say that he 
has expressed himself - as also Mr. Morrison of 
31uff Cove - as being in full agreement with the 
•policy which I have expounded and which I

Felton and Mr.

have consulted, therefore,

Stani^z I

concerned,
with the object of



6

FurtherStanley to Teal

are a secondary

Harbour as well as an extension in Lafonia from

Darwin and Douglas Station to San Carlos North and.
South.

On the financial side X estimate that in8.

accordance with the policy advocated, the cost to this

Government will amount to £1,500 approximately, for

the Darwin track and. between £1,000 and. £1,500 each

for the two North Camp tracks, or a total expenditure

of £4,000 at the most which would, be spread in small

sums over a number of years. The survey of the two

taken as approximate, but the estimate of the cost of

the Darwin track is calculated as follows

£653.

£1528.

x should remark in parenthesis that the

[

length of the
north Gamp traoJ*3 is not so great as that of the 

Darwin track that they run for a shorter distance

Inlet and Douglas Station.

similarly considered later,

£500.

Bridging materials as in Hr. Roberts’s
Report  e<#

£375.

owned lands, say, 40 miles at £12.

Improvement of tracks over Grown 
Lands, say, 15 miles at £25...
Improvement of tracks r^er privately 
owned lands, say, 40 miles at £12. iq/-

Darwin to North Arm, and similar extensions from

say,

North Gamp tracks has yet to be made, so can only be

tracks, which could be
North Gamp track from Stanley to

Fort Louis and thence to Rincon Grande and Johnson’s



over Crown Lands.
9. Immediately t

to bs

£181

£1VO.

MQ

1 trust that the solution of this problea10.
now presented will appeal’ reasonable and meet with
Your Lordship’s approval.

I have the honour to be 9

My Lord,

ARNOLD HOPSON.

Materials for bridge over the Swan 
Inlet and Anti o jo Streams as provided 
in Mr. Roberts’a report ... ...

Your Lordship’s most 
obedient humble servant.

Propose in 19'31 against the 
necessary provision in the Estimates under Head XIX. 

Public Works Nxtraordinary that the expenditure 
> 

incurred should be limited to £300,

Marking o7 tracks, 15 miles on both the Darwin and the main North Camp trscks, 30 miles at £3. 10/- approximately, say ... ... ...

allocated thus

Materials ibr other bridges e.g. over 
the Murrel River on the main North 
Camp traces ... ... ... ...



MINUTE.
7

10th Ju

TreasurerFrom. To

Stanley.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

approved. .

Treas.'

2. Tin you kindly inform me whether this particular payment has Peen approved. . Z

Hon.Col.Sec,
A voucher has teen received for payment to the Hon.G.Roberts of a sum of 14-19—0 stated to he for 297 photographs at 4d each in connection with the report on the proposed improvements of tracks and motor expedition to Darwin. Authority quoted is F.R. 152.

No.> __________
requested 

that^in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).



4

k'rom

(THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,Colonial Engineer

Stanley, Falkland Islands.
I

I beg to forward herewith six completed copies of the
report on proposed improvements to tracks and the motor
expedition to Darwin*

Two completed copies were supplied to your office a
few days ago

'£/ T.

Colonial Engineer

No.___________ _
is requested 

any refer- 
eiW? to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).



MINUTE.

2- th ctoher 

ToFrom

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

I attach the August issue of "Morris
Overseas Mail". Please see pages 31 and 37
with regard to the journey by lorry to Port
Darwin.

Colonial engineer.

Colonial Engineer.

is requested 
in any refer- 

to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

19 30.



I

/3 ■

2,

(Signed) PASSFIELD.

iii.ii.-vUh* ■ HU-dUu >

etc*etc,, otv,,

io;ju»

/

.: Atr?/)rJi^v:.ry for this purpose*

I you ->rc satisfied tint proper

errors wHr> c-u? he ^?rk> ho .■■fn'j'ire reawr-.ble

JpV.. huifei t

r-ptmhc r,

/W{Sf

records of eoat :-rc kept by f-rnrrs for the ?/urk 

on '.tnich inc v'/orsvnt s.u-.r~ on he calculated.

1 h 'i-- the Hoj.our to nc-aso ledpy the- receipt 
of y:>ur coufxdoytirJ. tie- • of tiio 2nd June on the 

poai!ibiliti"o of hr.-nrovin/ intornrrl frsxiLSiioetions 
th@ -/Ole^y by the of tr-shs ?ult'ble

for motor . <' ut,h< ?r hr ,..n!.j .or';, ■:?! to convey to you 

of Uic inclusion in tuc c^wintes of 1921

:.rev; I,
19

Jir,
iour most ohedv'nt,

ioahlv snrv -at.

I .t; . :

UvX/I-bk^fL; />7

Hon.C.S.
Put up with previous 
correspondence in due 
course.

(Itld.- A.H.
27.10.30.

:-ipyrov-..l
of ft^-’s of .210 and nr ;ieu-) -.12 i ublic

<4 r,

.cS^

Ithaut proper ssr-ervicion ?uch nork nd. hi -.irove very 
dve -nh luvolvp -’hr-; .<>vcr1!■■;; J. in i:is pry-.cat of

IrTfrer ass th-'-n r-nuld oih--r visn tr-nn nece^snry*

I h--’ve the honmjr to hr-,



2o

114/30.

6th November, 30.

materials required.
3. I am to say that it is proposed that the 

work should be carried out and the cost thereof 
borne in the following manner

On suburban (i.e. Crown) lands the work will be 
done and the cost met entirely by the Government.

On privately-owned lands the work will be done 
by the owner of the land concerned, the Government 
making a subsidy of 50/5 of the value of the work done: 
payment to be effected on the completion of the woifc 
to the satisfaction of the Colonial Engineer, who will

be / J

I am directed by the Governor to address you in 
the matter of the proposed improvement of the track 
leading from Stanley to Fitzroy and Darwin.

2. I am to explain that the work proposed, which 
has received the sanction of the Secretary of State, 
does not cover the construction of metalled roads in 
the ordinarily accepted sense of the term but rather 
the improvement of the existing track so as to make 
it more really practicable for horse and motor traffic 
I am to explain also that the Colonial Engineer 
estimates the cost of such improvement at from £20 to 
£30 a mile in addition to the cost of the bridging

Sir,

J. Robson, Esc.,Manager,Port Louis.
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5.

Colonial Secretary,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

9

open for criticism and suggestion until tliey have 
been freed so far as possible by consensus of opinion 
when the work of their improvement can be undertaken.

i am,

I am to state that the Falkland Islands 
Company have e xpressed their desire generally to co­
operate in the proposed scheme and to enquire whether 
you are likewise desirous of co-operating.

Engineer,
4.

be the sole judge of the value of the work performed. 
The necessary materials for bridging will be supplied 
by the Government, the actual construction of the 
bridges etc. being left to the owner of the land.
Before any work is comaeaced it will be necessary for 
the owner to submit an estimate to the Government of 
the approximate cost and nature of the said work in 
order that it may bo approved by the Colonial 

before the work is actually undertaken. 
: am to add that during the year 1931 

arrangements have been made to start on the scheme by 
marking out with guide-posts the first fifteen miles 
of the tracks leading from Stanley to Darwin and 
Teal Inlet. The lines so marked out will then bo
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Sth November, 30.

which

/

2.

required.
3. I am to say feat it is proposed that the work 

should be carried out and the cost thereof borne in the 
following manner :- 

On suburban (i.e.
done and the cost met

Sir,

Crown) lands the work will be 
entirely by the Government,

On privately-owned lands the work will be done 
by the owner of the land concerned, the Government 
making a subsidy of 50/t of fee value of the work done • 
payment to bo effected on fee completion of the work to 
the satisfaction of the Colonial Engineer, who will be 
the sole judge of the value of the work performed. Th 

R. Greenshields. Esq., necessary/
Douglas Station, 

Hast Falkland.

I am directed by the Governor to address you in 
the matter of the proposed improvement of the track 
leading from Stanley to Douglas Station.

I am to oxplain feat the work proposed, 
has received the sanction of the Secretary of State, 
does not cover the construction of metalled roads in 
fee ordinarily acce ted sense of the terra but rather 
the improvement of the existing track so as to make it 
more readily practicable for horse and motoi traffic.
I am to explain also that the Colonial Engineer estima­
tes fee cost of such improvement at from £20 to £30 a 
mile in addition to the cost of the bridging materials



for the

o

Teal inlet.
teen

Colonial Se eretary.

the bridges
Before

t

•“ ro

will be necessary
an estimate io tile Government of trie

I am,

to the owner of the land.

Sir,
Yow? obedient servant,

open for criticism and suggestion until they have 
fixed so far as possible by consensus of opinion when 
the work of their improvement can be undertaken.

I am to state that the Falkland Islands

approximate cost and nature of the said work in order 
that it ®y be approved by the Colonial Engineer 
before the work is actually undertaken.

4. I am to add that daring the year 1931 
arrangements have been m.-.de to start on the scheme by 
marking out with guide-posts the first fifteen miles 
of the tracks leading from Stanley to Darwin mid t

The lines so marked out will then be

necessary materials for bridging will be supplied by 
the Government, the actual construction of 
etd. being left 
any work is commenced it 
owner to submit

Company have expressed their desire generally bo co­
operate in the proposed scheme and to enquire whether 
you are likewise desirous of co-operating.
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6th November, 30

3.

manner

F

J-

Sir,

A rrHon. G. J. Felton,
Teal Inlet,

East Falkland,

I am directed by the Governor to address you 
in the matter of the proposed liorovencnt of the 
track leading from Stanley to Teal Inlet.

2. I am to oxplain that the 7/ork proposed, 
which has received the sanction of the Secretary of 

does not cover the construction of metalledState, 
roads in the ordinarily accepted sense of the term 
but rather the improvement of the existing track so 
as to make it more readily practicable for horse and 
motor traffic. I am to explain also liiat the 
Colonial Engineer estimates the cost of such improve­
ment at from £20 to £30 a mile in addition to the 
cost of tiie bridging materials required.

I am to say that it is proposed that the 
v/oik should be carried out and the cost thereof 
borne in the following

On suburban (i.e. Crown) lands the work •.■■ill 
be done and the cost met entirely by the Govemmen

On privately-owned lands the work will be done 
by the owner of the land concerned, the Government 
making a subsidy of 50% of the value of the work 
done : payment to be effected on the completion of 
the work to the satisfaction of the Colonial 

Engineer/
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Colonial Secretary•

j.

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

5

engineer, who will be the sole judge of the value of 
the work performed. The necessary materials for 
bridging will be supplied by the Government, the 
actual construction of the bridges, etc. being left 
to the owner of 12ie land. Before any work is commenced 
it will lee necessary for the owner to submit an 
estimate to the Government of the approximate cost and 
nature of the said work in order that it may be approved 
by the Colonial Engineer before the work is actually 
undertaken.

4. I am to add that during the year 1931 arrange­
ments have been made to start on the scheme by marking 
out with guide-posts the first fifteen miles of the 
tracks leading from Stanley to Darrin and to Teal Inle 
The lines so marked out will then be open for criticism 
and suggestion until they have been fixed so far as 
possible by consensus of opinion when the work of their 
improvement can be undertaken.

5. I am to state that the Falkland Islands 
Company have expressed their desire generally to co­
operate in the proposed scheme and to ejgguire whether 
you are likewise desirous of co-operating.

I am,



Port Louis.

17th December 1950.

Hon , Colonial, Secretary.

Port Stanley.

Sir.
In reply to your letter bated 6th November 1950,
In the matters# of improvements of track..I therefor
v/ish to inform you that we cannot ve nture in this track
proposal owing to the low price of wool.

I am
Sir.

Your obedient Servant.



MINUTE.

9th March 19 31

From
To

Stanley .THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Improvement of Tracks to Camp
I beg to report that the work of marking out tracks as taken up for

in the 1931 estimates has been completed*
The South camp towards Darwin has been marked out as far as Bluff Cove2 .

Creek a distance of 16 miles and 59 posts have been erected on this section.3

The North or Teal Inlet track has oeen marked out to the Estancia 5 a distance
of 15 miles and on this section 50 posts have been put in.

Sandy point timber standing 6 ft3-
mile•1

From
To, Dire .ctor of. Public Works •

No. ___________
is requested 

M, in any refer- 
eiW to this minute 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

above the level of the ground^ painted white, and are spaced approximately 

apart . / 4. In all

The marking out posts consist of 4" X 4”



2 .

In all four trips were made with, the 30th Cwt Morris 6 wheeled4.

Lorry, two trips on each section. The Bluff Cove Section vias completed

and the Estancia Section on1931 ,
Wednesday the 5"th March, 1931 • The final trips in each case taking
134- hours . This at first sight may seem a long time , but when the
time lost in cutting down banks, fording streams , selecting the best

and putting in the postsf is considered, it can be said that
good progress was made .

The Hon L.W.H. Young , Manager of the Messrs Falkland Islands5-

upper reaches of the River Murrel ■3

this bridge was weak.complaints having been received that We found

in relation to the track, butthat the bridge was on the best site

I therefore took theit would be greatly improved if strengthened .

opportunity of leaving on the site sufficient struts to enable this

and men left Stanley on Saturday , 7‘th March , 1931 f*or theto be done ,

purpose of carrying out the work.

Photographs wereThere are no special incidents to report.b .

taken of the principal passes , bridges, and bad places on the tracks,

and should time permit for developing and printing these prior to my

I will forward some of the mast interestinggoing on vacation leave ,

for record.

Director of Public Works .

Company> accompanied me on the Estancia track and an opportunity was 

taken to inspect the bridge over the

on Friday the 20th February ,

tracks 3
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.TRACKS TO THE O>S.

town.

The Bluff

In each case the

This seems at

On the

person.
The/

The marking posts are of timber standing 6 feet 
above the level of the ground ; they are painted white 
and are spaced approximately a quarter of a mile apart. 
In all four trips were made with the thirty-hundredweight 
Morris six-wheeled lorry with attachable caterpillar 

two trips on each section of the Camp.
Cove section was completed on the 20th of February and the 
Estancia section on the 8th of March.

track,

first sight a slow advance but when the time lost in 
cutting down banks, fording streams, selecting the best 
route, and putting in the posts is reckoned it must be 
accounted satisfactory. Arrangements were made also to 
strengthen the bridge over the upper reaches of the 
Murrel River on the North Camp Track. On the final trip 
to the Estancia house the Hon. L.H. Young, M.L.C., 
accompanied the Hon. G. Roberts, Director of Public Works, 
who has throughout organised and supervised the work in

final trip to the furthest point and back to Stanley took 
thirteen and a half hours, or an average rate of progress 
of between two to three miles an hour.

We are authorised to publish the following account 
of the progress made during the past summer by the 
Public Works Department with the construction of tracks 
from Stanley to the Camp. It should be understood that 
at this preliminary stage the work has been limited to 
marking the tracks for the first section out of the 

Actually in the direction of Darwin on the South 
Camp a track has been surveyed by motor lorry and marked 
with posts over a distance of 16 miles as far as Bluff 
Cove and on the North Camp towards Teal Inlet as far as 
the Estancia house for some 15 miles.
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The opinion of farmers and others using the 
tracks is now awaited before proceeding to plan the 
further programme to be carried out during the course 
of next seasone
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is

Z^31e2?th May,

Sir,
With reference to the work being done to improve

tracks to the Camp, Mr Langdon reports that two
gateways on B.Browning’s Station on the track to

I am,

Manager.

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary.

Stanley.

AGENT FOR LLOYDS

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

Fitzroy and Barwin a-re almost impossible owing to mud.

Would it be possible to have these gateways paveflt ?

2<7MAY.$3l)£

your obedient servant,

TELEGRAMS ,"FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY via RADIO

Sir,

CLhc ifitlklanii (Linupanij. liutitinY
------------------------------ = INCORPORATED 8Y ROYAL CHARTER 1851.) c -----—-------------------

REGISTERED 1902. f S')
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31

Sir,
In reply to your letter of the 29th of May, 1931,

I am directed to inform you that steps will be taken at
an early convenient date to improve the condition of the
tv/o gateways on the Darwin track to which you refer.

for Colonial Secretary.

n

The Manager,The Falkland Islands Company, Ltd., 
STANLEY.

I am,
Sir,

12th June,

Your obedient servant,
. o 07



3.
19 32.28th January,

To
From Director Public ’Porks ,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, Stanley.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

XXI. Public

2.

By

3.

a success.

Director Public Works.

1

patch will be saved also the erection of a bridge 
over the Moody Valley stream.

As the men will be somewhat isolated it is

the Wireless Station paddock.
put in and paved, guide posts will be erected 
and the necessary work done on the track, 
running the track through the W/T paddock a 
considerable saving in distance over a very bad

the 1st February, 1932.
It is proposed to run the track through 

Gateways will be

Works Extraordinary - Improvement of tracks to the Camp.

proposed to put them on a definite weekly wage 
and provide them with a tent. This arrangement 
should work well, but can be altered later if not

With reference to the improvements to camp 
tracks, I submit that approval be given to start 
work on a section of the North Camp track on about

MINUTE.

J? 2'8 JAN. 1932





17 th June, 1932. ZZTELEGRAMS‘‘FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEYv.a RADIO.

771 th reference to your letter of 6th Tune, I enclose

Camp Manager re bridging the Titzroy River and improving
the tracks leading thereto on the Company’s Camp

If this proposal is approved in principle by the2.
Colonial Government and by my Board of Directors, an
estimate will be prepared and placed before you for
consideration.

In the meantime may I request that a sura be put in3.
start may be

made if the scheme is ultimately sanctioned.

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

nag er •

Stanley.

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVICATI ON COMPANY.

I am,

Sir,

The Director of public Works,

the Estimates as a token vote so that a

a memorandum detailing a proposal put forward by our

(Lnntpaiin, 1 iuiitcil
----------------------------------- ^INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.) o-------- --------- --------------

REGISTERED 1902.



MEE0RA1TDU1I - I^ROVEIWP OF TRACT'S TO THE CAJP.

The following proposal has been put forward by our Camp
Manager, TTr G .M.Go ddard•

The track from Port Stanley to Fitzroy and Darwin diverges
high up the Fitzroy River, that to Fitzroy crossing a ford and

and that to Darwin continuing
towards Mount Pleasant.

tracks suitable for motoring over in good weather should extend
from Darwin to Fitzroy, and from Darwin to North Arm and

but it is not at present
contemplated that the Darwin/port Stanley track should be
improved between Mount Pleasant and the Eastern boundary of
the Company’s Camp where it comes on to the Estate of Rose
Robson.

It is, however, suggested that if Paterson’s Point, Fitzrcy
the main Darwi report Stanley track

could be diverted via Fitzroy by making a track from Mount
pleasant to Fitzroy - an undertaking to which the ground
traversed naturally lends itself as there is a hard ridge the

* ensuring a direct track for travellers and mails
from Port Stanley to Pitzroy, Darwin, North Arm, and San Carlos
North and South

This would enable a car to be utilised between Fitzroy
North Arm and the Sussex boundary gate; also

communications between Port Stanley and Fitzroy would be
shortened by about 2 hours in normal times and by considerably
more when streams are in flood.

just to the Jest of Garden point, is attached, from which it
will be noted that the distance from bank to bank is

• 5

River, could be bridged,

The Company’s policy is that,

yards,

and Darwin,

whole way,

then turning almost due East,

Danson Harbour (for Speedwell Island),

as circumstances permit,

about I?J 
of which 76 yards is a sand and shingle spit uncovered

A rough survey of the Fitzroy River at P4tersorfs point,

at D.J.O.S.T., and 99 yards over water with a greatest depth 
of about 20 feet at L.TT.O.S.T., with a hard bottom, (it may



S'
be noted that it is considered a low tide might drop another
3 feet below the soundings given).

It appears that there would be no great difficulty in
bridging the ?itzroy River at this point, and the proposal
is that the portion across the spit be bridged by steel

carried on stone crates (several
suitable apars are available). The portion across deep
water to be bridged by steel joists carried on steel or on
reinforced concrete piles.

ships’ spars for joists.
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Director of Public Works Offic
Stanley.

29th June, 1932.

before

work.
I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant.

Director of Public Works.

Stanley.

i

The Manager,
Falkland Islands Goy, Ld.

Sir,
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

of the 17th June, 1932, re bridging the Fitzroy 
River and improvements to tracks.

2. In reply thereto 1 have to state that 
considering this in connection with the estimates, 
it will be necessary for you to supply me with the 
estimated cost of the materials it is proposed 
to use for this bridge, and the estimated cost of 
the labour it is proposed to employ on the track



, 21 iii titi'd.

ZZ3211 tli JulyTELEGRAMS "flEETWINC PORTSTANLEYvi. RADIO.

v/ith reference to your letter of 29th ultimo s

I beg to send you herewith the following
(1) Estimated ost of proposed Bridge over

(2) Approximate Cost of work to he carried
out on fracks on our Farm during the

I trust this information is what you require2

and now await youx' further advices on the subject.

Your obedient servant.

p.p

The Director of Public Works
STANLEY.

c_AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

Manager+

1? i t z r oy R i v e r o

(1 li r Jhtl 11 kind J £ I;n 1d 0 (L a ntpaun 
------: INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.

REGISTERED 1902.

I am,

>ir,

Sir,

next 12 months.



1 BRIDGE - PATTERSOM POIMT.

Steel joists supported on piles giving roadway 121 wide and
100 yards long, i.e. spanning the deep water.

£^?0Cost of above landed at site
spit - 76 yards with crates and spars -Br i dg i ng

50(steel yards) Jo’ D £? each ...10 spars 000

2?5 crates
191
150House for workers 0

6 men and cook .. 140yages - say 2 months work -

50Tools and various o c ®

£1,1^6
'f if £
< o I /

5 <£^ each
Decking 3’* X 6° - -p’ apart



2 TRACKS

NORTH ARK TRACK IMPROVM3NTS.
... £ 303 small ’bridges - cost say ...

10Draining various hollovzs Id per yard ...

DAR7IN to MOUNT PLBASBNT TRACK IMPROVMSNT
5various ditches

101 bridge at Mount pleasant
MOUNT PLBASaNT to FITZROY.

Approximate distance 1J miles.

270Purchase
101 bridge - small

of Lorry for facilitating same.

Cutting 1J miles of Track 0 <£14 per mile.. 210 vX



33.2.6 th April,

V/ith reference to my letter to you dated
1932? I have the honour to enquire if

Government will grant any assistance towards the
Proposed bridge over Fitzroy River.1.

2. Improvement of tracks on the Company’s Camp.
for the current year.

I am,
Sir,

bedient servant,Your

Manager.

STANLEY.

cAGENT FOR LLOYDS.

AGENTS FOR 
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

Director of Public Works,

TELEGRAMS,"FLEETWING PORTSTANLEYv.a RADIO.

Sir,

11th July,

(Llir jfttUdanii (Lonipann,ft imihil
---------------------------INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851. ' - ------

REGISTERED 1902.
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MINUTE.

19 333rd May,

To

From Director Public works,

Stanley.THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

IMPROVEMENT OF CART TRACKS.

V.

Director Public Works.

3. This payment can be met from XXI. Public Works 
Extraordinary.

(2). Improvement of tracks on the Company’s camp.
The Government is prepared to assist up to £105, being half cost of cutting 15 miles of track @ £14 per mile on the Mount Pleasant- Fitzroy track.
Payment to be made after the work has been inspected and passed by the Director Public Works.

I beg to attach a letter dated 26th April, 1933, 
received from the Manager, Messrs Falkland Islands 
Company, regarding track improvements on the Company’s 
camp, also previous correspondence on the subject.

2. I would submit that a reply be sent in the 
following sense

(I). Proposed bridge over Fitzroy River.
At the present stage no assistance can be given towards the cost of this.



r *

Public Works Department,

Stanley.
9th May , 1933•

Sir ,
With reference to your letter of the 26th April J.^33 ,

regarding improvements on your Company's camp , I am air acted
to inform you that in regard to item (I) , proposed bridge over

it is regretted tliat the matter cannot bePitzroy River 9

considered at the present time owing to the high cost of the
materials involved .

With regard to item 2 > improvement of tracks on Company’s2.
camp , the following proposal is made;-

The government will assist up to the sum of £105 ,
being half cost of cutting 15 miles of track
@ £14 per mile on the Mount Pleasant - Fitzroy Track.
Payment for this to be made after completion
and when passed by ohe Director of Public Works .

I am,
Sir t

Your obedient servant ,

Director of Public Works.

The Manager ,
Messrs Falkland Islands Co . ,

Stanley •



V

G

Z^33.12th May,TELEGRAMS,“FLEETWING PORTSTANLEY via RADIO.

Sir,

2.

I am,

your obedient servant,

Sr

Manager•

The Director of Public Works#
Stanley#

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

AGENTS FOR
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

(Lh r Jhtl k la n J 0 ku 11> .£ (L 0nip;nt 11 
------ (INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.

REGISTERED 1902.

Sir,

I haveto thank you for your letter of the 9th instant and 
note that no assistance can be given at present in the matter of 
the proposed bridge over the Pitzroy River# Ln view od the value 
of a bridge at this point, I shall appreciate a further discussion 
of the matter with you and suggest that at some convenient date 
when s. s# rtI*afonia11 is available, you will kindly accompany us 
to the site#

I note that Government will assist us up to the sum of 
£105 being half cost of cutting 15 miles of track at £14 per 
mile on the Mount Pleasant - Pitaroy track. Payment for this to 
be made after completion and when passed by the Director of Public Works, and our Camp Manager has been advised accordingly.



25th August, 7.9 33 •TELEGRAMS "FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY via RADIO.

honour to revert to the matter of the provisionI have the
of tracks through the camp.

On the Stanley - Darwin Track we already have a track
suitable for Motor Traffic from Darwin t© Mount Pleasant, a

The section from Mount Pleasantdistance of about 27 miles.
Government having

contributed. £105 towards the cost, the distance being about
This fellows a hard ridge and the going is much15 miles.

superior to the track between Mount Pleasant and High Hill.
A proposal which has recently received consideration

is as follows
The Fitzroy River to be bridged between Paterson*s

Point on ©ur Camp and Rock Point on Fitzroy North Camp, a track
to be made from the West end of the bridge to Fitzroy where
it would join up with the Fitzroy - Mount Pleasant track
referred to above, thus providing a track suitable for motar
traffic from the East end of the bridge to Fitzroy and Darwin.
We already have tracks suitable for cars between Darwin/N. Arm

A copy of ©ur original memo is attached for your information.
The construction of the bridge presents no insuperable

difficulties, the length from bank to bank being about 600 feet -
the greatest depth LW 0 ST is 16r 7rt and a considerable portion
of the bridge would be constructed ever a sand spit which dries

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

AGENTS FOR 
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

anipamj. IL in rite it

Sir,

to Fitzroy is being taken in hand this year,

and Darwin/Sussex Gate, cur boundary with Mr. G. Bonner.

<Lljr Jhilltkind Plante (LG 
-------------------  ^INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851. ' — - --------

REGISTERED 1902.

' /7777/77 T/,
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The hottom is almost entirely hardent at low tide.
sand.

I therefore have to request that Government will consider
the granting of some assistance in the construction of this

It would he constructed to plans and of materialsbridge.
and we are agreeable

girders and
as a portion

of the structure in the deepest part of the river. We ask for
financial assistance in the cost of labour and transport and

principally cement.
We estimate that financial assistance is required to the extent
of about £800 and if this matter receives your favourable

three years.
Alternately, if Government wauld prefer t© undertake the

we are prepared to provide the material referred
to above.

This bridge, if completed, will eventually form a link with
the Government system of communications now under construction
and it would then be possible to motor from Stanley to the waters
of Falkland Sound when in addition to the benefits gained
therefrom by the JSast Falklands - it would be a simple matter
to arrange for frequent communication with the West Falklands
should they desire it.

I am,
Sir,

Year ©bedient servant,
The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary,
Stanley.

Manager.

construction,

provision of certain tools and materials,

approved of by the Director of Public Works,
to providing at cur expense the necessary piles,
decking and would probably utilise ”GRKAT BRI TAUT*

consideration, such assistance could be spread over two or



114/30.

33.

I am directed by the Acting Governor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 25th of August, 1933 >
applying for financial assistance towards the cost of the

and to informconstruction of a bridge over Fitzroy River 5

you that the matter was considered in Executive Council on
1933.the 11th of September >

I an to state that the Council while fully2.
appreciating the benefits to be derived from the erection
of a bridge over Fitzroy River agreed that the present time
was inopportune to grant financial assistance towards such
an widertaking as outlined in your letter under acknowledge

but that the matter should be brought forward for
further consideration at a later date.

I am to add, however, that the Council recommended3.
that a token vote of £150 should be inserted in the Estimates

which could be expended if it was
decided to grant assistance in 1934 towards the erection of
the bridge#

I am,

Your obedient servant,

for Colonial Secretary.

71 Improve-

The Manager,Falkland Islands Company, Ltd., 
S T A N L E Y.

Sir,

ment,

ment of Tracks to the Camp"

25th September,

Sir,

for the year 1934, under Public Works lixtraordinary.



17th November,/Z 33*

Sir,

With reference to the proposal to bridge the Fitzroy River
at Patersons Point - the bridge would take off from the
Company’s Camp and land on the camp known as Fitzroy North
now leased by Government to Estate Rose Robson. Mr. J*.Robson,
the Manager of Fifczroy North was written to in this connection

I presume that no objection can be raised to the bridge
actually Estate Rose Robson will benefitlanding as proposed

and Fitzroy and
Stanley will not then traverse the whole length of Fitzroy North
as at present.

I am,
Sir,

Manager•

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Stanley•

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.

AGENTS FOR 
THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

your obedient dervant,

driven between 5*itzroy and our North Camps,

replied.

TELEGRAMS’'FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEYvia RADIO.

(iljc JhiUtlcUi^ CiniipaitD,ffiinrifril
----------------------------------- .('INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851.' ’ - - -------- 

REGISTERED 1902.

as travellers between the Company’s Camp and Stanley and sheep

on Ijth May last (copy of letter enclosed) but he has not yet



COPY.

J.Robson Esq
Stanley

There is a project under consideration regarding the
provision of a bridge across the Fitzro-y River near Patersons
Point which would considerably divert and shorten the Stanley/
Darwin track. One end would be on your Fitzroy N. camp and the

Kindly let me know if you have any remarks to
make in this connection.

(Sgd) L. W. H. YOUNG.

Manager

other on ours.

•>
(PORT LOUIS)

Dear Sir,

Yours faithfully,

THE FALKLAND ISLANDS CO.LTD.
STANLEY, l^th May, 1933#



5S

114/30.

20th November, 33.

Sir,
I am directed, by the Acting Governor to

Red 5%. acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17 th
of November, 1933, and to inform you that thia
Government has no objection to the proposed bridge
over Fitzroy Biver landing on Crown land at Fitzroy
North.

2. His Excellency considers, however, that
it is only reasonable that those interested in the
Estate of the late Pose F.obson should be given an
opportunity of raising any objections and I ara to
suggest that _.r. J.B. Kobson’s attention might be
drawn to your letter of the 15th of Nay, 1933,
adding that as no reply lias been received thereto
you assume those interested have no objections to
offer and that it is proposed to proceed with the
work at an early date.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.fo
/ The Manager,

The Falkland Islands Co. Ltd., 
STAHLEY.



25th October,/^ 33.TELEGRAMS,"FLEETWING PORTSTAN LEY'v.a RADIO.

Sir,

With reference to your Letter dated 3rd August
I have to inform you that the 15 miles of Camp Track
between Mount Pleasant and Fitzroy has now been cut and
our Camp Manager has since driven a Ford Lorry from
Darwin to Fitzroy and back (Which includes this section)
taking about 3-J hours each way.

I therefore request that payment of the Government
contribution towards its cost at £7 per mile (£105)
may now be sanctioned.

Manager.

Director Public Works,
Stanley.

J

AGENT FOR LLOYDS.
AGENTS FOR

THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY.

dip' JhalkUmi) land# dompaitn 
------ INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1851. ) <» -

REGISTERED 1902.

I am,
Sir,

Your/obedient servant,

, 1933,



MINUTE.

i- th. December 19 33

ToFrom Director of Public Works,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,Stanley.

Stanley,-Falkland Islands.

n.gROVEWIT OF CAMP TRACKS.

Submitted.
Attached letter received from Messrs

Falkland islands Co., requesting payment of the
Government contribution towards the cost of
15 miles of track on the tanley - Darwin section.

has been approved
under head XXI. ublic Y.'orks Extraordinary.

for various
reasons it has not been convenient for me to
inspect this work, but it has been possible for the
Company’s Ford lorry to make several trips in good
time over this stretch, which Droves that a
considerable amount of work has been put into it
and that the track is in fair condition.
I will take the first opportunity that offers to go
over the work.

In the meantime I would submit that the money3.

voucher to be passed this financial year.

Director of Public Porks.

I
I

p

\

Provision for this payment

No.____________
is requested 

Jhat, in any refer­
ence to this minute, 
the above Number 
and the date may 
be quoted).

. You will no doubt understand that

be paid, and if approved, 1 will cause the necessary

**


