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19th May, 1971

I passed on the note which you enclosed for my wife and we both 
send our best regards and look forward to seeing you in the future•

J. A. Jones
Colonial Secretary

/

■■■■J

Captain R. W. Brant, R.3.,
Doppler Section,
512 S?RE,
British Army Staff,
British Embassy, Washington DC.

Thank you for your letter of the 25th April and for all the 
kind things which you say in it. I hope we all prove worthy of them 
and while we would all have hopes of seeing at least sone of you at 
a future date it is encouraging to know that the facilities and 
cooperation available here were such that we may be in the running 
as a base for any future team visiting these parts.

I note what you say about the airstrip. At the moment we are 
still waiting for the report from our consultants, Peat, Harwick and 
Mitchell and so do not know which my this particular cat is going to 
jump. But I would certainly be interested to know whether the copy 
of the Feasibility Report which you sent to Col. Crawford did reach 
him. .. '

Ref: x
$ I [q



C. S*

Y.E.

/drafted.

E. G. Lewis
8.7.1971

The two telegrams about the construction of the airfield are 
at pages 25 and 27. I feel certain that these telegrams were sent 
by Watt before David Scott had got back as there seems to be very 
little sense of urgency about the whole operation.
2. I will go back in due course and make it clear that decisions 
on this matter will have to be taken by Ministers so that the 
necessary priority can be given by M* O^D. to our request. Apart
fran the political problems of taking two years to build a strip 
the Falkland Islands Compary would no doubt be very scathing about 
the lack of speed* Also Watt is con^letely out of touch if he 
says that he and the O.DJk. are considering the employment of 
Argentsne contractors - we might as well have accepted the Argentine 
offer in the first place and allowed them to build the airfield.
3. However, could you have a crack at drafting the formal request 
for assistance from Aid funds to be sent by telegram: it will have, 
to be in fairly general terms at this stage but we should be shooting 
for a 5,000 foot strip costing £■% million - £500,000.

I can specifically confirm that the two telegrams at pp 25 and 
27 were sent by the F.C.O. before Scott* returned to London. The 
telegram p.27 is dated the 2nd July; Scott left.Buenos Aires at 
1900 hrs. B.A. time on Friday the 2nd July and was not due to arrive in 
London until approximately 1400.-hrs on Saturday, the 3**d July. It is 
therefore improbable that Watt would have had any personal contact 
with him until Monday the 5th July.
2. As you say, Watt is indeed completely out of touch in thinking 
that there is any question of the employment of Argentine contractors 
on the project. It was made abundantly clear by the British side at 
the recent round of Talks that this type of Argentine participation was 
out of the question and indeed it was largely because that was so that 
the Argentine side agreed in the end to remove from the Joint Statement 
any mention of their offer of assistance over the airfield project 
because, had they continued to insist upon its inclusion,we would have

/been bound tp insist on including a specific rejection of their offer.
3. In the following paragraph is a draft of the preliminary 
telegraphic request for the ear-marking of British Aid Funds for the 
airfield project. I see that you mentioiy 5,000 ft strip in your 
para 3 but assume that this is a misprint ror / 4,000 ft. in view of 
paragraph 8.1 of the Feasibility Report (copy attached for ease of 
reference) which says that "It is not thought that .... extension 
beyond 4,000 ft would be possible except at very high cost." I take 
it that our object is to obtain funds for a 4,000 ft runway, that is, 
a runway 400 ft longer than the one mentioned in paragraph 10.5 
(Scheme l) of the Feasibility Report but not to appear to seek funds 
for < something'*7 which would be prohibitively expensive. I have



Following is the suggested text of telegram:

July 1971

AIR FIELD

W4
2.

drafted/^telegram on this basis, but it will be an easy matter to 
amend the reference to the length of the main runway if you still wish 
to go for something around 5,000 ft.

(3) This request f or Aid Funds includes provision of air/ground 
communication facilities (see paragraphs 6.1 and 11.4 of Feasibility 
Report.)

Following represents advance advice of formal request for 
assistance from Aid Funds for construction of airfield at 
Cape Pembroke:

(1) In the light of the Feasibility Report of Board of Trade 1969, 
this Government requests allocation of Aid Funds in approximate 
amount of £375,000 (see paragraph 10.1 of Report for costs creep) 
for construction of airfield at Cape Pembroke.

'1 /
4. 
n

L £ ic cSj

To F.C.O.
Telegram No. of
Your Telegram 171 of 2nd July

Formal application will follow by bag in due course.

(2) Runway configuration required is as recommended in Scheme I 
(paragraph 10.5 of Feasibility Report) runway configuration,./ A•but with recommendation that main runway should be of length 4,000 ft. 
(see paragraph 8 of Feasibility Report) in order to provide maximum 
flexibility and also to maximise from one - operation
by Royal Engineers or contractors.

Considerations in sub-paragraphs (2) and (3) above emphasise 
approximate nature of estimate aid total Aid Funds needed for project. 
Also paragraph 10.1 of Feasibility Report emphasises ’rough’ nature of 
estimates, /•

<z,4/‘ 8.7.71

! 'lA// 4 4 ■ /Q
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Decode. 3
SENT.TELEGRAM

From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: Time : Time :Received:9.7.71

/Also

Following represents advance advice of formal request for assistance 
from Aid Funds for construction of airfield at Cape Pembroke:

Telegram No. 242 of 9th July 1971. 
Your telegram 171 of 2nd July 
Airfield.

(l) In the light of the Feasibility Report of Board of Trade 19&9^ 
this Government requests allocation of Aid Funds in approximate amount 
of £375,000 (see paragraph 10.1 of Report for costs creep) for con
struction of airfield at Cape Pembroke.

(2) Runway configuration required is as recommended in Scheme I 
(paragraph 10.5 of Feasibility Report) i.e. two-runway configuration, 
but with recommendation that main runway should be of length 4,000 ft. 
(see paragraph 8 of Feasibility Report) in order to provide maximum 
flexibility and also to maximise return from one - off operation by 
Royal Engineers < or contractors.

(3) This request for .Add Funds includes provision of air/ground 
communication facilities (see paragraphs 6.1 and 11.4 of Feasibility 
Report).

2. Considerations in sub-paragrpahs (2) and (3) above emphasise 
approximate nature of estimate of total Aid Funds needed for project.



-2-Decode. 4*

SENT.TELEGRAM
From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time: Received: Time :Despatched:

3.

LEWIS ■

PL: JE

Also paragraph 10.1 of Feasibility Report emphasises ’rough’ nature 
of estimates.

Formal application will follow by bag in due course.
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719th July

Stanley Airfield

construction of the airfield at Stanley.

(J. A. Jones)

JB

You will 
appreciate that the Feasibility Report is now more than two years 
old and material costs and so on have probably risen further than 
the Report itself forecast.

I hope that the provision of this material will give sone 
power to your elbow if you find yourself in a position of needing 
to re-assure the Argentines that, while we await the official 
decision of Governments on the formal results of the Communications 
Talks, we are pressing on with other aspects of the operation.

R. W. Whitney, Esq., O.B.E., 
British Embassy, 
Buenos Aires.

At the time of writing this letter I am uncertain when it is 
likely to leave here on its way to you, so it may be that our 
formal application to H.M.G. for the provision of funds for the 
construction of the airfield will have been made by then, in which 
case I will send a copy to you. In view of the circumstances it 
may reach you by the same bag as this letter.

I am attaching for your information a copy of the telegram 
which I sent shortly after my return to Stanley to the Office 
making a preliminary request for the allocation of funds for the 

This provisional applica
tion is naturally hedged around with ’ifs’ and ’huts’.



b
Application to H.M.G-. for Aid Funds for Airfield. Construction

Q,
/' '/
(J.a.j.)

20.7.71

Jfad&i LJw(

/^A-Zyxx. Z .

We discussed briefly on the phone the wisdom of putting in a follow
up application in due form to the telegraphic application we have so far 
made to H.M.G. for £375,000 for construction of the Cape Pembroke air
field and ancillary navigation aids installations, and tentatively 
agreed it might be best to await Col. Robinson’s report. However, on 
further reflection I suggest it would be as well to get in a first bid 
in due form. Our telegram will not be regarded as a proper starter. I 
have therefore prepared the attached and suggest I send it, in triplicate, 
to Kinnear, copying the covering letter to Ling.We can expand, amend, 
reorientate the application later, if necessary, in the light of advice 
from Col. Robinson (which probably won’t be available in viable form 
for some time anyway).



2M)B

22)14 July 71

Carte AssoMt^g Mils

(J. A. JoneB

0.8.B.

JB

T

■

!

co J. de C. Ling 
American Depto

F.C.O.

R. W. Whitney, m*» 
British Embassy, 
Buenos Aires•

In our tele&raa no* 2 x 2 of the 9th July w a pro* 
visional hid for the hypot&eo&iian of fume for the construction 
of «n airfield at Cape ?eabrake of two-rumr^ confi~ ur&tion with 
longer runway or length 4,000 feet and. of ne.vi;>tianal (air/ground 
©omuniaalions) aids. The telegram emphasised the approximate 
nature of the estimate of £375*000 for the project and promised a 
formal application by bug in duo o curse*

G, F. Kinnesr, £»$♦, O.JUH*, 
Foreign Coo^oftwealth Office, 
(S*A. & 1*0* P«pt.) .
London, S.b*l

The application is enclosed in triplicate. (Not to Ling and 
Whitney)

Xt would how been possible and might on suae count* be 
deeded advisable for us to have waited until after the projected 
visit to tbs colony of Colonel licbxnson, R*X., before Baking nny 
formal a: /ixo vioa: bat in view of the urgency of the project and 
of the need to K?xv<: something acre than a idorr&phio bid on 
record we h-ve decided to put in a fomal ap lias, tl on new, even if 
it is sotewh&t bare of up-to-date detail* The &;■ liCi tion can be 
up-dated in the light of Colonel Robinson’s report: ttiwd it may 
prove Boro valuable in the end for that report. in its full and 
final form, to tec n&de to you and for it to be integrated with the 
inf mw tian in the attached application fora (»ost of which is, by 
its nature, contained in other expert roports) rather than for it 
first to Brake its alow way out to us through isxs©- U,in lines of 
oomunioation, hero to be trie subject ui” further delay and con
sideration before being sent back to you v*ith our coments* as we 
see it, if the construction task turns out to Vs &*E»«»aounted we 
n>jad to do all we ©foi to induce delays and speed it up in order to 
take aaxhaua advantage of the R*E*s integrated method of operation 
as well as to retain the maxinun Argentine goodwill by being seen 
to be doing everything possible to s eed the project and to 
reduce the lexigth of period ovex' which tlw .Argentina Air Force 
will be ooixsitted to receiving an interim air service with sciirce, 
valuable end e^^ensivc^t^mint&ix^und-^ex^t© aa^hibiam*



AhWURE A

Serial No. 2

Cape Pembroke airfield, and ancillary navigational aids.1. Name of Project.

See (a) above

See 2 above

7.

(b) Amount of British Aid required £375,000 (estimate only)

8. Vihen is the work expected to be&in? Dependent upon report of Col# Rob ins on

o

/io.

£• Is tlie project included in 
the approved Development 
Plan and, 11* so, where?

4. (a) Mil the project be 
put out to tender?

2. Location of project and 
reasons for its choice.

5. Professional advice on which 
tiie project is based.

9. Hat; r/i 11 the operating costs be 
financed whan the project is 
completed?

Cape Pembroke, Port Stanley. For reasons for choice 
see Report on We Feasibility of Constructing an Air
field on the Cape Peabi*cke Peninsula by A&inwright and 
Botham, Board of Trade.

In the light of the recent round of 
Comunications Talks in Buenos Aires, the 
airfield is expected to ba operated by t-ie 
Falk and Islands G averment financed frea 
its recurrent budget and the external air 
service by the Argentine Gevernment through 
its subsidised developmental airline L/Wvl

This can only be forecast after further 
study. (And see 3 below)

(o) In what U.K. financial years is 
British Aid required and how 
much each year?

(b) Social: Reduction of isolation of an island community by so 
speeding up transport om^unic. .tions as to place London within 
36 hours travel tine of Stanley.

(b) Name of Agency responsible 
for construct!:n and operation.

Yes. As second priority after the Stanley Power 
Station (approved px'oject)

les, it is assumed, if the project is undertaken by a 
public company. No if it is undertaken by Royal Engineers/ 

 RhMg

6. V»hat arc the benefits to be derived 
from the project?

(a) Economic: Reorientation cf’ Colony’s transport co®®unic^tions 
pattern for passengers, mail and. freight as advised by the 
Peat, Warwick & Mitchell Report and as provisionally agreed at 
the Buenos Aires round of Talks on Cosamunications, June/July 1971.

(a) Total cost of the project 
(broken down into main item 
of expenditure)

This has boon variously estimated. See 
Feasibility Report, and Peat, Marwick & 
Mitchell Report. Expected cost is in the 
region of £375,000. See Feasibility 
Report far costs breakdown.

FORM FOR PROJECT
Administering Authority:* Government of the Falkland Islands



WEXURE A- 2 -*

Ab in 11(a)

Not available on site

(b) Power Not available on site

(c) Other services Not available on site

10. If the project includes building or 
civil engineering work plana should 
be forwarded with this application in 
a fora sufficient for an adequate 
Gjuiaimtion in ODM*. . >

(b) to supervise construction or 
if not, how will construction be 
supervised.?

See Feasibility Report.
A further report is expected fron 
Col. Robinson, R.E.

(J. A. Jones) 
Cdland.^ Secretary

12. Are services available?
(a) &ater

11. Will Consultants be used?
(a) In the design stages Presumably yes, if construction is by public 

Company. Presumably no, if construction is by R.'E./H.H.M.E#



9-th. ...August. 19 71.
he Colonial Secretary,

Secretariat.

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject Electricity Supply to Proposed, Airfields..

1 .

Proi^osed airfield sit es.

Murray Heights. Stanley pa ce,course.

2.

Cape Pembroke.
3.

U.

5. The alternative which is a local supply would
I suggest for a local supply the specifications

- 1
No.

It is requested 
that, in any refer
ence to this memo
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

The cost to connect airfield electrical services 
at this site to the Stanley system would be of the order 
of £10 to £-| 2,000.

be less costly.
might be;

Two diesel alternators.
Outputs to meet total connected load without diversity• 
PPM. not to exceed 1,000.
Preferably air start.
If battery start,batteries to be Nife.
Start by starter motor not auxiliary winding

on alternator.
Alternator to be self exciting and regulating.
Regulation +- 2^% between 0.8 and unity power factor. 
Controls and alternator protection would be 
those satndard for the type of machine obtained.

•a

' The proposed airfield buildings as shown on 
the original plans are approximately 3J route miles from 
the nearest Hv. distributer and Ut miles from the generating 
station. If starting from scratch from the station 
a 6,6OOv distributor would be the best suited for economic 
reasons owing to the distance involved. As a 3,300v. 
distributor exists approximately one Quarter of the way 
it would be economical to continue at this voltage.

Cost, very difficult to give owing to lack of 
information, could be between £2 and £3,000.

The Stanley Power Station generates at 23O/I4.OOV 
50 Hertz and has a total capacity of 850 Kw. Distribution 
is overhead at 3,3OOv and 23O/I4.OOV 3 phase four wire.
The distribution network extends westwards as far as 
the Naval H.Q. at the head of Stanley Harbour, and east
wards as far as the government W/T. station. A new 
power station is being built and when finished will entirely 
replace the existing one, it will have a generating capacity 
of megawatts, generate at 3,3OOv and feed into the 
existing network.

No problems of connecting totthe existing net
work. Of minimum cost, unlikely to exceed £500 or nil 
if considered a fair charge against the Electricity Under
taking .

MEMORANDUM

“f 10 AUC 1971 Yt;

Sup t ..... P. ower_&_ Electr ic al.. JDefe^.



2.
s

Observations.

6.

Other

ECG.

Addendum. To diesel engine specification add; 
Aircooled.

Supt. Power_& Electrical 
Department.

I understand the most likely site for 
the airfield to be^in the Cape pembroke area. The 
alternative sites present no problem from the electrical 
aspect. For cost reasons and these no doubt are 
the biggest consideration it would seem that if the 
airfield is to be built in the Cape Pembroke area the electricity supply will be a local one. 
factors bearing upon the decision should not be lost 
sight of, they are; the requirements of additional 
skilled maintenance for the operation of the machines, 
and the limitation to development in airfield services 
by limited electrical generating capacity.
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Decode. -

TELEGRAM SENT.
From SECRETARY OF STATE to GOVERNOR

Time:Despatched: Time:

PETERS.

No. 73
11th August, 1971
Unclassified to routine Falkland Islands.
For Lt. Col Wheatley from Naval Attache.
Request number date and place of issue of passport soonest.

Received :a.m.
12.8.71
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Decode.

TELEGRAM SENT.

Despatched: Received: Time:12.8.71

From Lt. Col. VJheatley for Naval Attache, 
issue 19 October 19&2. Issued at London.

No. 91
12th August, 1971
Unclassified to routine Buenos Aires telno 91 of 12 August.

Passport No. 402645* Date of
Renewed at Aden 2 February 19^7•

———---------- -------------------------------—— ------ British Embassy, B.A.
From GOVERNOR to F.C.O.

Time: a.m.



1'5U R & E N T
7113th August

Dr. Malone

Colonial Secretary

Stanley Airfield.

2.

for COLONIAL SECRETARY

n1* 7

JB

Lt/Col» Wheatley needs to establish certain facts in connection 
with his investigations into the logistics of the airfield con
struction project. Will you please let me know, in duplicate and as 
a matter of’ top priority, the following:

In considering the foregoing you should keep in mind, that, in 
future, we hope to have more flexibility built in to our medical 
staffing with, perhaps, more medical officers stationed in Stanley 
and the out-station work covered through greater use of the flexibility 
provided by the internal air service.

(1) On the supposition that the airfield is built by an R.E. 
construction company numbering 200 -
<) could the two medical officers stationed in Stanley cope?
b) Would hospital facilities be adequate?
c) What payment would you envisage should be made? 

(presumably on a per capita, annual basis)



URGENT
2W8

71IJth August

Colonial Secretary

Stanley Airfield

b) could telephones be connected? and
c) What would be the cost of connection?

the position if a camp was to be established at Cape Pembroke.

•'

for COLONIAL SECRETARY

JB

Superintendent9 Posts &
Telec ommunicat i ons

On the supposition that the construction of the airfield is 
undertaken by Royal Engineers and that a camp might need 
to be constructed for them either in Stanley or at the 
airfield site (which for the moment should be regarded us 
being at Cape Pembroke)
a) how many telephone lines could be made available to the 

R.E’s;

2.
of

Your answer sh uld be set out in two columns, one relating to the 
position if a camp was to be constructed in Stanley, the other relating 
to

Please provide me v/ith your answer in duplicate and as a matter 
top priority.

Lt/Col. Wheatley needs to establish certain facts in connection 
with his investigation into the logistics of the airfield con
struction project, will you please let me know the following:

u



19 7113th. August

Colonial Secretary
Dr. Malone

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

Subject Stanley Airfield Memo, 2^08

Para. 1
a) Yes. If, however, the

No._________
It is 1’equested 

that, in any refer
ence to this memo
randum the above 
number and date 
should be quoted.

I should stress that the above is a”snap” personal assesment 
in answer to your urgent memo, and is obviously open to a more 
careful discusion in depth,

Charles M. Malone,
Medical Officer.

VcP) 
) 

4>/

Royal Engineers felt they 
would like their own M.O. here I can see no 
objection.

b) Yes, within the prevailing limitations governing 
treatment of the present population.

c) This is complicated owing to the existing methods 
of raising the finances to cover the Health Service. 
Charging payment on a per capita basis for treatment 
within the colony,a charge of say £25 per patient to 
cover all costs would not be excessive and would be 
in line with Private Hospital Insurance in the U.K. 
Owing to the high cost of treatment overseas,careful 
consideration would have to be given to the problem. 
Perhaps the easiest way out would be for the Arm^o 
pay these costs themselves if and when they arise.

MEMORANDUM

X 13
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Ag. D*C.A. Copies to H.E. A C.S.

Albatross Flight of Friday, 20th August

One of the possibilities which Vice-Ccxaodoro Lob has been

2.

3. It will be useful for Lt/Cdr. Walsh to be able to consult 
the Albatross handbook which was given to you by the pilot of the 
last amphibian to visit us and. I shall be grateful if you will 
let him borrow it as I would, expect it contains a good deal of 
the sort of information on the amphibians* characteristics in the 
water and coming out of the water on wheels which will be relevant 
to the survey of the approaches which I have mentioned in the 
previous paragraph of this minute •

This morning I visited the hovercraft unit with Vioe- 
C cm odor o Lob* We had discussions with Lt/Cdr* Walsh and he has 
kindly undertaken to make a quick survey of the approaches to the 
slipway for Vice-Comodoro Lob. At the same time I arranged with 
Lt/Cdr. Walsh that he would meet the pilot of the Albatross visit
ing us on 20th August immediately he comes ashore in order to take 
him to the hovercraft unit and to make an on the spot investigation 
of the possibility of using the slipway and apron in emergencies. 
A visit by the pilot of the Albatross to the hovercraft unit is 
necessary because none of the visiting team of Argentine Air Force 
officers has flying boat experience.

investigating concerns the use, in emergencies, of the hovercraft 
unit's slipway and hard-standing for an Albatross. For example, 
in the case of the need for one of the aircraft to be repaired on 
the spot here, the hovercraft unit's facilities are the obvious 
ones to use.

If it is possible for you to accompany the Albatross pilot 
and Lt/Cdr. Walsh when they go to inspect the hovercraft slipway 
and hard-standing I think it would be useful* but if your duties 
as flight controller prevent you from doing so it would be as well 
to put yourself in the picture in discussion with Lt/Cdr. Walsh 
afterwards •



17th August 71

Dear Vice-Comodoro Lob, .

Yours sincerely,

7

JB

I suggest that, provided your other work engagements 
permit, we have a meeting on the matter in the Conference 
Room in the Secretariat at 2.30 p.m. this afternoon. . I shall 
be able to call in members of my staff, as necessary, in 
order to deal with particular points.

(J, A. Jones) 
Colonial Secretary

7:- '*

Vice-Comodoro Lob, 
Upland Goose Hotel, 
Stanley.

I had a short discussion yesterday evening with Group 
Captain Melrose. I understand from him that you have a 
number of questions which you would like to ask me and 
various members of my staff.

2/



Mr. Jones

1.

4.

6.

7. TELEPHONE LINE, how many. Communications and water supply.

11./...

)

They presume that no LANDING TAX (landing fees) would be
This seems to me

5.
at

The following is a number of, and probably incomplete list of 
the items which Vice-Comodoro Degon Lob told me he would like to 
discuss with you and appropriate members of your staff.

PROVISION OF BUILDINGS AND SHELTER for passengers and equipment 
temporary airport site.

AUTHORITY FOR INSTALLING SINGLE SIDE BAI® EQUIPMENT AND VHP at 
Presumably ditto for the permanent when

ARRANGEMENTS FOR RE'ITTIKG STERLING, U.S. DOLLARS AND AP.CL^ITINE 
This

ELECTRICAL power including 3-phase for charging of ground 
batteries for starting their aircraft.

TEMPORARY AIRFIELD ARRAi'TGEl.ZHTS FOR CONTROL OF AIRCRAFT KOV’El.ENTS 
(approach to airfield and landing control).

9.
PESOS to the Argentine after collection of cost of passages, 
opens up the whole question of interchange of currencies by crew and 
passengers which had better be discussed with your Treasurer and a 
banker present, I suggest.

3.
the temporary airfield, 
ready.

8.
charged at the temporary or the permanent site.
correct since an Argentine military aircraft visiting the United 
Kingdom would not be liable for this and they are only charged for 
civil aeroplanes.

SELECTION OF OFFICE FOR LADE and living accommodation for their 
representative who will live in Stanley. They are thinking of sending 
a retired Air Force officer and this seems to hold considerable 
advantages. They would like to hear your views about it.

10. While the Albatross amphibian flights continue they would like 
to maintain a STORE OF JATO TAKE-OFF ROCKETS in Stanley (2 were left 
from the last flight). They would like an immediate availability of 
5 x 80 gallon drums of aviation Fuel 100/130 octane. This, I believe, 
is at present being used by the Beaver sea-planes. Later on, if the 
Guarani operates here they would require JP1 fuel which may possibly 
by the same as avtur used by the Hovercraft Unit. This leads to 
consideration of whether or not fuel should be charged to them. I 
suggest definitely no in the case of fuel for the amphibian which is 
to be a free service without charge for any passenger,so long as it 
lasts but, when LADE operate with the Guarani they would be using 
regular quantities of JP1 and since they will be commercial flights 
perhaps it would be appropriate to charge them for the JP1 and deduct 
it from their takings in fares? I do not know, it should, be 
considered.

2. METHOD OF DECIDING PRIORITIES FOR PASSENGER TRAVEL. Documentation 
preparation prior to flights. Type of manifesto to be used which in 
their view would conform to Argentine regulations, ie, not international 
but as used for internal traffic. This seems to me okay?



2*

13.

Need for a place to deposit EXPLOSIVE TORTYL?

17. They would like to have details of BANKS in Stanley and whether 
these are represented in Argentina..

G/Cant. Me Ir o se 
17.8*71

Would any LORRIES be available in Stanley to do the work of 
on the temporary

16.
moving sand, stones etc. during levelling operations 
site.

15. If 4-6 men came in September for 6 days as the detailed recce 
party could a landrover be put at their disposal for constant use?

11. MIL CHARGES. Types of STAMPS to be used and procedure for 
onward passage of mail bags after reaching Comodoro Rivadavia.
12. They asked if they could have a SOUNDINGS CHART to show them 
depth of water in the Harbour to facilitate the putting ashore of 
vehicles for the building of the temporary airfield.

INVESTIGATION OF ACCOMMODATION for up to 20 men for a period 
of 2j_—6 months. The choices would be billeting, hotel or renting a 
house/houses which they would manage themselves.



MEMORANDUM

16th August t 19 71

.^..C^cni^...Secx«taryl To:

The Secretariat,

STMLKI.

Subject Stanley Airfield.

Camp will he built worth of the Race Course,

ENT.

Posts A Telecommunications Dept • , 
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

7 is that 4 
telephones

No._______________

It is requested 
that, in any refer
ence to this memo
randum the above 
uwnber and date 

be quoted.

2. If the Camp and the Airfield is to be sited, in the Cape Pembroke area, 
telephone connections would be a major operation. It is understood, that the 
Power and Electrical Department would have to erect an overhead, power transmiss
ion line on a pole route down the south side of Stanley Harbour, across the 
entrance to the Canaohe and onwards to the site. The Superintendent, Power 
and Electrical Department has been consulted with a view to utilising his pole 
route for telephone lines and this has been agreed. While it is not considered 
good Post Office practice to have power lines and communications cables on the 
same pole route, this step m is suggested in the interests of economy. We 
would prefer to go underground but with a pole route in existence the extra 
expense involved would not be justified. Screened cable would be used thus 
obviating a possible noise element from the power line. A preliminary rough 
estimate of the cost of telephone lines to the Cape Pembroke area is £6,000. 
It is understood that the R.E’a. would only require two telephones in this 
area and the answer to your para. 1 (a) and (b) is that two lines could be made 
available nt the above cost with provision for a further 28 at a later date. 
The cost of each connection to the subscriber would be as in the last sentence 
of 1 above.

With reference to ycur Memorandum No. 2408 ef 1}th August 1971 «n the 
subject of telephonic communications for the above project, the matter has 
been discussed with Lieut/Col. Wheatley and the following appreciation of 
the position is submitted :

1. Assuming that the RfE. Camp will be built north of the Race Course, 
the answer to your para. 1 (a) and (b)/could be made available at negligible 
cost. On present legislation the cost of each connection to the subscriber 
would be £6.50 per annum (your para 1 (0) refers).

From:   



2.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

ib.

ii.

The Falkland’ Xfclanxa Co*Ltd arrange transfers to Uruguay 
through their agents: Messrs ftaclean & LU-pleuon 3. .'••
it io anticipate.! xii-t the. British Bahaa ay at auenoe .urea • 
would bo willing to assist with thj trauafor of cash 1’rosa 
the Falkland Islands should'there be any dllfaculties in .• 
the acceptance .of-,vrai*tA. the Falkland Islands by th© . 
Buenos Aires A;nks.

Peraiaaion wllx be givon for th-> transfer to Ar ..vntiaa of 
fares etc. paid to V-X in th/ Falkl/nu lalaaab.

Currency circulating in the Falkland inlands is restricted 
to £b» XI and 5>jp notes ioauea oy the Falkland. Ilianas 
bo-;ora»ent and the following new British Jecinal -oms 
1P> 2p» ??» and 1 p.

Itoteo on bankin .>.. trftfieferrlirr uonoy to and 
i'roia ths *• .nlkl^aa Xel^.L^^.. Ate*,

Transfers to the .Bchaduled .Territories are not restricted*
All transfers-to-the Foreign Jxcnan e re subject to 
local exchange control*
The Treasury maintains a auall a toe.: of fcuik of ‘ England no toe for 
Issuing to travellers who ax'o residents of th© Falkland Islands*

‘h>» .-

Transfers of c'iuh to 3oUth i^erica are Loimlly made through 
the Treasury by .drafts drawn’on the Crown Agents. lor Oversea 
Govornsienta and Aakoxuetratioua in London. The payees of the 
drafts noracily exchange the/, at one of the Baxucs la 3outh 
•<Qorica usually x'he Bah* of London and bouth .dserica.
One aerciHit co^aio.^i,on is payable on ur -fta at the t-lzae /f Ideue, 
Some

South jaericfui firue prefer to send their reaittana&s to 
London for crocil of their accounts wlta x#oacton banka.

The Falkland islands doveraaont h&a its own Sxchair-e Control 
Ord inane o* file restriction on the export of cur>.enaic3 etc. 
is similar to U.A. s..^» at present each traveller from the 
1‘alkland Xalanis xs Remitted, to t«ke £25 in ^ank of wn-iand 
aot&e out of the Falkland Island* and in foreign exchange 
for holidays out^x-u? the bahwouled xerrxtoriea (sterling Area). 
Visitors are-allow©1 to _ako out any iorei^n notes which they 
brou ght in with tneia.

1. Tho2*e nro no coaoercial banks in the Falkland islands. Ihe 
Falkland Islands Co.Ltd are correspondents lor ^loyia Bank 
London and rotate Louis sillxasaa for Hambros Bank boiuttni* 
Both liras issuu travellex's cheques for the scheduled 
territories (LteriinArea} and. th© forei;<n exchange area*

. The; Falkland Xslonds Gov^raia^nt operates a .BavinBank.
The wxinurn amount that any omt dopositor my Mve in the
Bank is interact at p.a. is craditod on deposits
that have been in the bank lor a complete quarter x.e.
Jan - H’.irt A,pi * June, July - Jeptouber,- October - jecomber. •



Y.E.

^7/4

4.

(DA..

(4) Accommodation for the construction p«rty for the temporary a irfield.
This, together with the question of accommodation for the LADE 
Manager stationed in Stanley is going to present very real 
difficulties•

This question 
The Argentine

The following is a list of the answers to the questions contained 
in Group Captain Melrose’s minute of the 17th August, utilising the 
same serial numbers;

7'^

(1) Getting the interim amphibian air service going, 
is partly related to the documentation question, 
military thinking is that this service could start in January 
next, i.e. because it has been announced that “Darwin” is being 
withdrawn at the end of December. I have worked on the Argentines 
with the idea that the service should start in December with, if 
possible, two flights before Christmas. Public relations-wise, 
as well as from a number of other points of view, it is desirable 
for the service to be inaugurated before Christmas and for us

/ not to be left with a complete gap in our passenger and airmail 
J services from end November to some unspecified time in January.

2. In what follows two basic assumptions are made, the first, that 
there will be a temporary airfield as the second phase between the 
interim amphibian air service and the full land plane service on the 
Cape Pembroke airfield; the second, that the temporary airstrap will 
be at Hookers Point. This will mean that the power, water and 
telephone line to the main airfield will cross the western neck of 
the Canache and will not serve the temporary airfield. Thus special 
arrangements will need to be made for the supply of these facilities 
to the temporary airfield though, at a later stage, it might be 
possible to run spurs off the main facility line to the temporary 
airfield should this be considered necessary.

(2) The temporary airfield project. Hookers Point appears to be 
the selected site. Vice-Comodoro Lob has persistently spoken 
to me about the need for some further special Agreement between 
Governments for this airfield but I would hope that we would 
not have to waste time being over-formal about this. RsThe 
diplomats having been away in Camp I have not been able to find 
out their views on this aspect of it and the two subsidiary items.

I had a meeting which lasted from 2.JO - J.1J p.m. yesterday and 
from 8.J0 - ?.00 this morning with the Argentine Air Force team to 
deal with the queries contained in the minute from Group Captain Melrose 
to me dated the 17th August, a copy of which I passed to you yesterday.

*/(j) A visit to our Postal Administration of a senior English-speaking 
member of the Argentine Postal Administration both to establish 
direct personal relations as well as to sort out details regarding 
the carriage of mail. I had briefly mentioned this possibility 
to Balcarce and Louge, as you know, and our Postal Administration 
welcomes the idea. It should take place, if this can be arranged, 
well before the inauguration of the interim amphibian air service 
in December.

J. As I see it, apart from the question of the main airfield with 
which this minute is not directly concerned, there are two main and 
two subsidiary problems which we shall need to discuss with Balcarce, 
Louge and (as regards some of them only) Vice*-Comodoro Lob. These are -



2.

in

There will be no problem.

pa ssengers, crew;

(3) I have agreed that landing fees vzill not be charged.

(9) '7e foresee no difficulties here.

(10)/.. .

, Sterling and dollar transfers 
will be made by drafts through London while LADE will be able to 
take out pesos in their aircraft.

7
(1) I haro. mentioned the difficulty that there may be in finding 

accommodation for the LADE Manager and consider that we shall, 
a few weeks time, have to put out some sort of advertisement 
over our local radio. I have told Vice^Comodoro Lob that I 
consider the proposal to select a retired Air Force officer to 
be an excellent idea. He would have both the right background 
and the degree of experience necessary for what will, to a 
considerable extent, be a public relations as well as an 
executive job.

(2)l have agreed that, in spirit as well as in accordance with the 
letter of the Joint Statement, the manifesto of the type 
proposed should be used. A copy of each manifesto will be 
provided for D.C.A. for record purposes.

we vzill supply a

(5) SPW vzill be able to install b°sic accommodation consisting of 
refurbished nissen huts with toilet and washing facilities for 

plus some storage space.

(7) There is no problem over th? provision of a telephone line as 
an instrument can be put on the present line to the Lighthouse 
and arrangements nr de for priority use in connection with the 
airfield and aircraft movements to be arranged on the one day 
a week when flying can be expected. When the power and other 
lines have been laid to the main airfield it will be easy to 
run a separate line to the temporary airfield.
Again, for the reasons stated the beginning of this minute, 
water supply arrangements to the temporary airfield will be 
minimal. P.T.D. will install two 500 gallon banks and these 
vzill be kept filled by road haulage.

(6) It has been agreed that we vzill supply a small generator for 
use at the temporary airfield, primarily because of the power 
line problem referred to at the beginning of this minute. 
S.P.E. has telegraphed the Crown Agents for a quotation for a 
suitable small generator and we will hope to be able to get it 
out by the nA.E.S.n at around the end of the year.

(4) Aircraft control movements. There will be no problem. Provided 
agreed frequencies can be used between Comodoro and Stanley to 
which neither side sees any difficulties, control and handing 
over at a particular point in the journey from Comodoro to Stanley 
Control will be routine. Stanley control, through the D.C.A.., 

would be in charge until the aircraft came within VHP range when 
control would automatically be taken over at the airfield.

(p) I have informed the Argentines that authority for a SSB for 
communications use^t between the LADE Manager and Comodoro vzill 
be authorised. The purpose of this set will not be for aircraft 
control, but primarily in connection with passenger booking and 
onward travel arrangements. I have also assured the Argentines 
that they will be permitted to install VHP at the temporary 
airfield when they wish.



(10) Fuel storage presents no problem.

I have not yet come up with

(12].) See (10) above.

(15) A Landrover vri.ll be provided.

(12.) I have provided Vice-Como dor o Lob with the relevant chart.
In addition I have mentioned to you in another minute that 
Lt. Cdr. Walsh had undent alee n to make a quick survey of the 
approaches to the Hovercraft slipway for Lob.

fed.

(17) The position where we have no banks but only banking correspondents 
and where the Treasury is the closest thing to a bank which we 
have has been explained to the Argentines. I also explained to 
them that although applications were being received to establish 
banking businesses here we were advising applicants that we 
expect to pass banking legislation fairly soon.

(.1) I have recently written to the Office and B.A. about the 
question of marking mail and mail bags in accordance with the 
Joint Statement. As soon as we have a clearer idea of how this 
marking is to be effected it will be useful if a senior Argentine 
Post Office official car. visit us and discuss any details regarding 
mail arrangements, charges, etc, with our Postmaster. I under
stand that the intention is that all our mail will be carried with 
special precautions from Comodoro to B.A. where it will be dealt 
with under the supervision of a senior official of the Argentine 
Postal Administration in order to obviate risks of defa.cem.ent and 
so on. It will be very useful for our Postal Administration to 
have personal contact with the Argentine official concerned. 
V/liile there could be no objection to our Postmaster visiting B.A. 
I consider, because of the smallness of our staff, that a visit 
from B.A. to us is preferable.

(16) I have suggested to the Argentines that they would be well 
advised to bring some transport of their own, explaining that/ 
while there is lorry transport available for hire here the 
numbers available are small and the transport is frequently 
fully engaged on seasonal tasks such as carrying peat. For 
this reason it would be unwise of the Argentines to rely on 
being able to have it available whenever they wanted it. I 
understand that the Argentines will bring a certain amount of 
transport of their own.

(13) This is going to present problems. 
a solution.

100/130 octane fuel supply 
presents no problem either since it is what we use in the 
Beavers. '“'e have not yet been able to identify whether dPl 
is the fuel used by the Hovercraft or, less likely, by ’’Endurance” 
helicopters. We are still working on this. If it is not a type 
of fuel which is in use here at all LABE will probably fly in 
their own supply later on. JATO rocket storage as well as 
tortyl explosive storage (12«.) also present no problem. We have 
ample room in our magazine.
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fJ

c.s.

I have the following comments.2.
a.

b.

c.

The Argentinians have an obligation under the recently 
signed Agreements to provide the amphibian service and 
like you I hope that this can start in December so that 
at least Christmas mail will come in before the holidays.

S. G.L.
18.8.1971

We will have to put some punch behind the problem of 
accommodation both for the Lade Manager and for the 
construction party which requires accommodation for 
4/6 months. Possibly one of the camp proprietors who 
has a house unoccupied in Stanley might be prepared to 
help in regard to the construction party. What I am 
thinking of is putting in a housekeeper to look after 
the house and provide temporary accommodation for the 
team. I regard accommodation for the Lade Manager or 
Lade Representative as so important that if we cannot 
get something on the open market we should if necessary 
be prepared to make a quarter available.

!i d.‘Il

Thank you for a very detailed and helpful minute. As 
discussed on the telephone I will hold myself ready any time 
tomorrow morning J^efor^ a discussion with Senor Louge and 
Senor Balcarce and Vice Comodoro Lob: if necessary we can have 
Group Captain Melrose in on the act as well.

The temporary airfield project is a suggestion made by 
by the Argentinians to get themselves off the hook about 
having to carry a service for two or three years with 
expensive amphibians. However I think we should do 
everything possible to help them with their alternative 
plans and, as they are alternative plans, I do not 
consider any formal Agreement is required: possibly an 
Exchange of Letters would suffice. Also I do not want 
to play our cards before the meeting tomorrow. I think 
we should be prepared to put up some help towards the 
cost of the temporary airfield project.

W
I agree that a visit by Senior Postal Administration 
Official from B.A. is urgently required.
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1 8th August 1 971 •CAs. Dept. E.

Dear Sirs,

4. Method 'A*

TB’5. Method

6. Method >Ct

You may wish to suggest combinations of !Af TBf
’C’.

As method *A’ but with overhead telephone cable 
suspended from power line supports,

7.and

2. As mentioned at 1 . plans are not yet finalised
but in anticipation that they will be it is important that 
as much information as you are likely to require is on hand 
with you to enable firm orders for distribution equipment 
to be ordered with the least possible delay.

Technical Enquiry
Falkland Islands Airport Power Supply.

3. I have enclosed a map showing the proposed
airport site and power line route. There are it is believed 
three possible alternative methods of supplying power to 
the site together with a thirty pair telephone cable.

Underground power and telephone cable laid in 
same trench over whole route. At the C crossing either 
overhead or by submarine cabling. Minimum mid span clear
ance would be 40 feet. Small fishing craft and small motor 
boats use the jetty shown, maximum depth of water at high 
tide is 2^- fathoms, there is a fair tidal race through the 
narrow passage. The Canache Bay is ... little used as the 
water is shallow. It would be an advantage for the power 
cables to be jointed through surface disconnecting boxes 
for ease of possible fault finding. PVC armoured cabling 
is preferred for ease and quickness of jointing.

1 • Investigations are being made on the construction
of an airport in the vicinity of Stanley on the Cape Pemb- 
broke peninsular. Indications have been given that a power 
supply will be required at this site during the construction 
period and to continue after the airport is established for 
the various airport services. No firm estimate has yet been 
given of what the electrical demand is to be but it is 
thought that 50 Kva should be sufficient during the early 
yearsof operation, future development may require an increase 
but it is unlikely to exceed 250 Kva.

3.3 Kv. 3 phase 0.05 sq.in. overhead line feeding 
from the exsisting 3.3 Kv. Stanley circuit shown at A on the 
map. Connection here could be made at an existing transformer 
substation via a fused indoor mounted disconnection box. A 
30 pair telephone cable laid underground along a similar route 
crossing overhead on the power poles at the sea crossing- 
shown at C approx. 150 yard span. The line would terminate 
at B into an Hv. OCB. of a 50 Kva. transformer, indoor.



3/
2.

for Colonial Seceratary

Yours faithfully,
( Sgd, E.C.Gutteridge &

9. Stanley power distribution is overhead at 3.3 Kv.
3 phase, 0.05 sq_. in. copper conductors, both steel and 
red fir wood poles are in use with wishbone crossarms.
10. I would be pleased if you would examine the three 
proposals, select which you believe to be the most econ
omic and practical amd inform me by air letter.

8. Average wind speeds throughout the year are 16 
knots, strong winds of 60 knots of several hours duration 
are also experienced. Minimum winter temperatures rarely 
exceed 26 d. F. Lightning is not infrequent.

c.c. Lt. Col. Wheatley, R.Bs. 
Ministry of Defence. 
London.




