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17 th October 1970

Airfield Survey
You will know that I was able to get an answer off to Bennett by our

(J. A. Jones)
A. C. W, Lee, Esq.

ca^ib^mAL

7?
I /

last mil (of the 15th of October) in reply to Ms long outstanding letter of 
Kay, 1969, about various considerations, including defence considerations 
relating to the question of an airfield at Cape Pembroke.

Although the application itself does not specifically mention it it has 
been our understanding? in discussion that if the consultancy study is under­
taken it would Be carried out by sorae such organisation as the Economist 
Intelligence Unit. In connection with this you will wish to know that the 
Colonial Manager of the Falkland Islands Co. Ltd. has infomed w that his 
canpary and Darwin Shipping Limited, the subsidiary which operates the R.&.S. 
"Darwin" and charters the n.v. "A.E.S." will co-operate as required with any 
organisation which might undertake the study* This is of importance in view 
of the situation regarding the Shipping Subsidy Agreement full information 
on which we sent to you in a recent mail.

In ny letter, which was dated the 1st of October, I referred to the 
hope of being able to send, perhaps by our next mail (of the 10th November) 
an application, in standard form, for an economic consultancy study. You will 
recall that this is as anticipated in your telegram to us no. 2A6 of the 3rd 
of August. The application is now attached to this letter in triplicate and 
for obvious reasons is sent to you and not to your Overseas Aid wing in Eland 
House.

The application fonn is not accompanied ty copies of the supporting 
documentation referred to in its paragraph 6(a) as you ulreaqy have copies.

3/^o//y7
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6 November 1970

Dear Sir,

Yours faithfully,

J. F. C. MELROSt

Acting Governor 
Government House
Port Stanley

Mr M J SpraggePenguin Airways7901 V<est Ramona StreetMiramarFlorida
33623USA

Director Haclonal de Transports Aereo 9 de Julio 1925 Buenoa AireaArgentina

Copy to!
American Dept F C 0 London

Group Captain J F G Melroee DFC EAF

W/'

I can only advise you to approach the Foreign end Commonwealth Office, London, on this matter because they are responsible for the administration of the Islands and also, of course, for the conduct of relatione with the Government of the Argentine Republic including the question of communications with the Islands.

Should you decide to pursue this matter with the Argentine authorities, the appropriate Government office to whom application for setting up any air service by interested airlines is:

Thank you for your letter of 28 October about the proposal to operate a weekly air service to the Falkland Islands.

Air Attache British Bmbassy Dr Luie Agote 2^12 Buenos Aires Argentina

Ab you are no doubt aware, no airfield exists at present on the Islands. As regards the prospect of your operating a service through Buenos Aires and Viedma, it is not in my competence to comment on the probable response of the Argentine Government to any request by yourselves for the necessary landing rights*
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AIRWAYS
October, 1970.
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Dear Sir,

i

’•US/pa

i

The Air Attache,
The British Embassy, 

’ BUENOS AIRES.’
Argentina.

As Buenos Aires is the focal point for air s rvice, landing 
rights at Ezeiza would permit us to offer Falkland Island 
travellers service to their destination with only one change 
of aircraft. It would also facilitate the servicing of our aircraft.

i
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Initial studies have revealed that by operating a weekly 
service, a load of ten passengers would be generated.
Eighty percent of these passengers either ori ; Lnate in or 

v continue to the Uni led Kingdom or North A...erica.

In light of the current Falkland Island controversy would 
the Argentine Government grant us landing rights at Ezeiza 
and Viedma? If so, your advice as to the manner in which 
we should apu.ly for these rights wold be greatly appreciated.

Y our s s inc erely,

M.J. Sprags.

The above company has been formed by Britts- business 
men to study the feasibility of operating air service 
to the Falkland Islands.

The current market does not offer a ten seat aircraft with 
sufficient range to operate non stop from Buenos Aires to 
Fort Stanley. Thus, an intermediate fuel stop would be 
necessary. Our prime point would be Viedma (C-obernador Castello 
airport), which is approximately equidistant from Buenos Aires 
and Port Stanley.

7901, WEST RAMONA STREET, MIRAMAR. 33 0 2 3. U.S.A. TELE PHONE: 305-981-233B
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CONFIDENTIAL

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

PRESENT

His Excellency the Acting Governor (Mr. J. A. Jones, O.B.E.)

The Honourable the Acting Colonial Secretary (Mr. L

The Honourable A. G. Barton, C.B.E., J.P.
Major the Honourable Ro V. Goss, O.B.E., E.D.
The Honourable S. Miller, J.P.
The Honourable R. M. Pitaluga
The Honourable Mrs. N® King
The Honourable W. H. Clement, J.P.
The Honourable R. W. Hills

Clerk of Council: Mr. H. L. Bound, M.B.E., J.P.

MINUTES 0? MEETING NO. 11/70
HELD ON 28th, 29th and 30th OCTOBER 1970

Mr. Pitaluga was unable to attend during the discussion of items 1 to 
9 held during the forenoon of Wednesday, 28th October.

Mrs. King was unable to attend during the discussion of items 14 to 
17 held during the afternoon of Thursday, 29th October.

Mr. A. Sloggie, Colonial Manager of the Falkland Islands Company 
T.jmdted, attended during the discussion of items 12 and 13.

Mr. E. C. Gutteridge, J.P., Superintendent of Power and Electrical 
Department, attended during the discussion of item 21.

C. Gleadell, O.B.E., 
J.P.)



/6Meeting No. 11/702

1. , PW1BMATI0N OF MINUTES

O323/A/VII UNEMPLOY^IENT DUE TO ILL HEALTH (Memo 66/70)2. OLD AGE PENSIONS:

2396/111 CURRENCY NOTES (AMENDW1T) RULES (Memo 74/70)3.

0814 CIVIL LIABILITY FOR OIL POLLUTION DAMAGE (Memo 75/70)4.

2196 OSAS: PASSAGE OF DESIGNATED OFFICERS (Memo 72/70)5.

6.0462/A

Council advised that the Currency Notes (Amendment) Rules, 
1970 be made.

The International Conventions on Civil Liability for Oil 
Pollution Damage and Intervention on the High Seas in case of Oil 
Pollution Casualties were adopted in Brussels in November 1969 
and signed by the United Kingdom.

Council noted that it was the opinion of the Secretary of 
State that there would be advantage in both these conventions 
being extended to the Falkland Islands and advised that the 
Secretary of State be informed that this Government has no objec­
tion to a future extension of both conventions to this Colony.

The Minutes of Meetings 9/70 and 10/70 held on 15th September 
and 27th September 1970 respectively were confirmed.

The Acting Colonial Secretary explained that section 13 of 
the Old Age Pensions Ordinance provides for payment from public 
funds of all contributions to the Old Age Pension Fund by an 
employed contributor who is unemployed because of ill health but 
that similar provision does not exist for self-employed persons.

It was felt that in certain cases hardship was experienced 
by self-employed persons when their income ceased as a result of 
illness, as for example a self-employed tradesman or contractor, 
whereas in other cases such as the small trader, the income of 
the owner would continue.

Council advised that no amendment be made to the existing 
legislation but that each case should be referred to Standing 
Finance Committee for consideration on its merits.

i
■

r
!

E

i
The current O.S.A.S. agreement which provides for the United 

Kingdom to pay this administration half the cost of passages, 
inducement allowances and overseas education allowances in respect 
of designated officers ends on 31st March 1971. A new agreement 
which will be for no specific period and will be subject to annual 
review, withdraws the provisionfbr payment of inducement and 
education allowances and provides generally for the payment from 
United Kingdom funds of full passage expenses for designated 
officers and their families, including holiday visits of children 
to their parents. In addition appointment grants of £200 for 
accompanied married officers and £100 for unmarried or unaccom­
panied officers will also be met from United Kingdom funds.

The proposed new agreement will be in the form of a letter to 
the Governor, the acceptance of which will conclude the agreement. 
Council studied the draft letter prepared by the Ministry of 
Overseas Development for this purpose and advised that the Ministry 
be informed that the proposals set out in the letter are acceptable 
to this Government.

REFUND OF CUSTOMS DUTIES (Memo 73/70)
The Acting Colonial Secretary explained that Messrs J.L.

Waldron Limited, of Port Howard, had filed a claim with the Collector 
of Customs for a refund of customs import duty amounting to £9 in 
respect of eight bottles of cherry brandy found to be missing from 
a consignment delivered to their station.

Section 8 of the Customs Ordinance provides for the Governor in 
Council to make such refunds when it seems expedient to do so.

Council advised that before authorising a refund the
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7” LEASE OF MULLET CREEK P/JM (Memo 68/70)
Considering an application from Mrs. G. E. Browning to obtain 

a new lease of Mullet Creek Farm for a period of ten years, Coun­
cil advised that the current position, which effectively was that 
of a tenancy at will, should continue until such time as the 
application could be considered in the light of the Agricultural 
Team report.

consignees should be asked to make a formal claim against the 
insurance company. If this failed the application for a refund 
of duty could be considered at a later meeting.

I

8. APPLICATION TO PURCHASE CROWN LAND: F. J. BIGGS (Memo 79/70)
Council considered an application from Mr. F. J. Biggs to 

purchase an area of Crown land on Murray Heights in the vicinity 
of the Meteorological Station for the purpose of erecting a small 
dwelling. Mr. Biggs’ application stemmed from the requirement of 
the Board of Health for him to vacate his present dwelling owing 
to the fact that in its current location it is not possible to 
provide adequate drainage.

Council advised:
(a) that Mr. Biggs be required to submit a detailed 
plan of the proposed bull,ding to the Town Council for 
consideration and that the Town Council and Police 
Department be invited to consider the problem of such 
people as a whole and submit their joint views on how 
the problem could best be solved;
(b) the plan submitted by Mr. Biggs, together with the 
joint views of the Town Council and Police Department, 
would be considered at a later meeting;
(c) that because of the cost to Government of providing 
adequate enlarged drainage in the Meteorological Station 
area, no further development of this area would be 
permitted.

10. ARGENTINE AFFAIRS (Memo 69/70)
The Summary Record of the London Talks had recently been 

received and Members, now fully in the picture, appreciated that 
careful consideration would need to be given to planning the 
action to be taken locally in preparing the ground for the next 
round of talks scheduled to take place in Buenos Aires next year. 
The Argentine proposals which could be advantageous to the Colony 
would need to be studied carefully. The need to study and 
evaluate them highlighted the difficulty of the problem of how to 
obtain the reaction to them of the electorate in circumstances 
where the proposals were confidential.

Referring to Memorandum 69/7O> the Acting Governor said that 
the Argentine government had no intention of removing their 
British or Colony passports from travellers. The suggestion made 
in the Memorandum was that the traveller would use his normal pass­
port with a specially designed travel document kept at the back 
so that the Argentine immigration control would only examine this

9. LEASES OF LAND ON CALLAGHAN ROAD (Memo 77/70)
The Acting Colonial Secretary explained that the leases of 

plots of land on Callaghan Road and adjacent to Stanley Common 
expired this year. An earlier policy had been established that 
these plots be considered for renewal at five-yearly intervals.

Having in mind the problem discussed under item 8 cf these 
minutes, the view was taken that this area might lend itself to 
the development of small housing sites and for this reason con­
sideration of the subject was deferred until advice could be 
sought.
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11. VARIATION TO DARWIN SHIPPING SUBSIDY AGREEMENT (Memo 78/70) 
■—>■■■ w— in — --■! ■w—ii — wi ■ ■ i i„i i » bi>i

0327/V
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C ompany/Limite1

raiCE_OF MUTTON (Menio 76/70)
Mr. A. Sloggie, Manager of the Falkland Islands Company

I
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Council advised that clause 12(iii) of the Darwin Shipping 
Subsidy Agreement be amended by the deletion of the figures 
£300 and £10 and the substitution therefor of £1,000 and £25 
respectively. Thus the clause, as amended, will read :

’‘There shall be permitted a deduction of the premium 
transferred by the company to the internal fund created 
by the company to provide for the first £1,000 of each 
and every loss relating to the steamship and the first 
£25 of each and every loss relating to medical expenses 
of the crew/1

part. So far no draft of the proposed document had been seen and 
it was agreed that it was important for the Argentines to provide 
a mock-up of the document for scrutiny. Members also vzished to 
know whether the proposed document would be retained by the 
holder for further use. In answer to a question whether the whole 
problem of documentation could not be solved by issuing United 
Kingdom passports in Stanley, the Acting Governor explained that 
current British immigration legislation precluded this course. 
(The possibility had been examined at official level on the 
British side during the preparatory phase before the London Talks 
with officials of the Passport Office.)

The British and Ar gentine governments had some years ago 
concluded a Visa Abolition Agreement but fox* obvious reasons this; 
agreement had not been extended to the Falkland Islands and con­
sequently Argentine nationals wishing to visit the Islands were 
required to obtain a visa. The Argentine government, in seeking 
to facilitate the entry of Islanders into Argentina,, had 
expressed an understandable desire for some reciprocal treatment 
and had suggested that the requirement for an Argentine national 
to obtain a visa to enter the Colony was one which night be re~ 

| ’ considered in this context.
Concluding the discussion, Council advised
(1) that a proposal be made to the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office that at the next round of talks on the freeing 
of communications with Argentina, the British side 
should suggest the adoption of an acceptable Argentine 
travel document: provided that it was agreed between 
the two governments that the document would be carried 
at the back of a British passport in the same way as an 
international health document and that travellers from 
the Islands, in passing- through Argentine immigration 
controls, would hand their British passports to the 
Argentine immigration authorities. The Argentine 
immigration authorities would accept the passport but 
would no doubt direct their own attention to the travel 
document inserted at the back of it;

(2) that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office also be 
approached with the suggestion that the formal require­
ment for Argentine nationals visiting the Colony to 
have a visa entered in their passports be dropped by 
administrative action of the British government and 
under the juridical umbrella: provided that current 
vetting and clearance procedures, the retention of 
which it was understood the Argentine government itself 
fav our, c ontinue;

(3) that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office be informed 
that the Colony requirement for the passports of 
visitors to be stamped could be so modified that it 
would only be effected where a visitor so requested.
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£12,000

Limited, attended during the discussion of this subject. “
Asked to outline his company!s reasons for proposing to in­

crease the price of mutton, Mr Sloggie submitted that the current 
profits of the Stanley Butchery were regarded as yielding too low 
a return on the investment (a figure of k-itfo was quoted). The 
enhanced prices of wool and skins enjoyed for many years had fallen 
away and the business now depended almost solely on the income from 
sale of mutton and beef. He estimated that the average profits of 
the business over the past nine years amounted to £780 per annum. 
This figure took into consideration the depreciation of the build­
ings, contents and vehicles; the amount invested in the butchery 
being quoted at £19,000 made up as follows:

Buildings (including skin shed erected partly 
for mink farm)

Contents (including cold storage chamber 
provided for mink farm)

FUTURE OF R.M.S. DARWIN
Before leaving the meeting Mr Sloggie begged leave to mention 

that in a telephone conversation with his principals in London he 
had been asked to inform the Colony government that as the Falkland 
Islands Company had not been consulted over the planning of the 
future pattern of transport communications the company was obliged 
to proceed with its own plans.

The company did not expect to seek renewal of the Darwin 
Shipping Subsidy Agreement in 1971 as it did not contemplate

6,500
Vehicles 500

He went on to say that an increase of 2d per lb. would produce an 
increase of 1.4d per lb. thus increasing the annual profit by some 
£1,700.

Mr Sloggie concluded by saying that it was further proposed 
to increase the freight rate for mutton sheep carried on R.M.S. 
Darwin from 4/6 to 8/6 per head.

In discussion the Acting Colonial Secretary pointed out that 
any increase in the selling price of mutton would quickly reflect 
itself in the cost of living figures. He felt that for a return 
of as little as £1,700 per annum, in the interests of the general 
welfare of the Colony it would be better for the company to con­
tinue subsidising the business. Commenting on the proposal to 
increase the freight rates on mutton sheep, the Acting Colonial 
Secretary said that this would almost certainly set up a chain 
reaction: timers would demand a higher price for the mutton pro­
vided.

It was later established that the capital cost of the buildings 
was wrongly quoted since a fair amount represented capital invested 
in the mink farm project and this had since been written off, thus 
the return on investment quoted at 4ifo did not represent an 
accurate figure.

It was noted that throughout the discussion, Mr Sloggie had re­
ferred to an increase of 2d per lb. and based his subsidiary figures 
on this price, whereas he had earlier advised the Governor that the 
increase would be Id per lb. and that there would be no increase in 
the relevant freight rate. At no time was it suggested that the 
proposed increase was linked in any way to increased operating 
costs.

Council noted the position and advised that a letter be addressed 
to the Manager of the company expressing concern at the increase 
proposed and noting that the original proposal was for an increase 
of Id per lb. It was hoped that in the light of the current 
economic position, the company would reconsider their proposal, 
particularly so when increased operating costs were not put forward 
as a relevant factor.
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0209/V 14

OO65/VI 15.

2103/n 16.

O7C4/VT 17.

0936/h 18.

to/purchase

SELECTION OF DATE FOR NEXT MEETING
■ u.f**iMiiw.iin 1 1* j II !■ nf M <>■ i ■ ?. wrw rti 11

No firm date was selected, but it was agreed that a meeting 
would need, to be held shortly after the return to the Colony in 
December of the fact finding team selected to visit the Argentine 
ports.

The Acting Colonial Secretary explained that the practice 
of advancing capital for the purpose of assisting persons to

IMMIGRATION: REPATRIATION OF FARM WORKERS (Memo 71/70)
• r • -i l ■ ■■ n H . juhulj Il—.-□■■■■■il m mH 1 !■! uj w—— wa •

Council considered the memorandum before it. Members 
expressed the general view that after examining such figures as 
were available they were of the opinion that these figures did 
not appear to support the case put forward by the Sheep Owners1 
Association. Nor was there anything to suggest that the mere 
equal sharing of costs proposed would have any practical effect 
in solving the problem, if problem there was.

The natter could be examined again in future if it could 
be shown that the position had deteriorated.

replacing the “Darwin” but does pirn to find an alternative for 
m.v. “A.E.S.” Mr. Sloggie added that the company would con­
tinue to honour its obligations to its staff and clients.

COST OF LIVING AWARDS: DOMESTIC SERVANTS (Memo 67/70) 
nn rwiif ■■■! ...................... . 1111 ■ 1 1 imwf ■>■!■■■■ ■■■ ■ IIII—I   ■ rim

Arising from an application for payment of cost of living 
awards to the domestic staff of K.E.M. Hospital, Council noted 
that such payments had for several years been made to the 
nursing staff whereas the professional staff at Darwin Boarding 
School who are also fully found in board and lodgings, did not 
receive this benefit.

Council advised that with immediate effect cost of living 
awards would not be made to staff in receipt of full board and 
lodgings. Payments already made in this respect would be re­
tained but subsequent cost of living awards would not be applied 
to such officers.

REPORT OF COST OF LIVING SUB-COMMITTEE
The Acting Colonial Secretary reported that the informal 

committee appointed to examine the proposals contained in 
Executive Council Memorandum 53/70 had met on three occasions. 
The committee noted the nature of the anomaly that had been 
revealed in the structure of the cost of living awards system 
and the proposal to remove it. While agreeing with the 
proposal, the committee observed that other anomalies existed 
in the structure and recommended that a further committee be 
appointed to examine the cost of living structure which had not 
been reviewed since 1952.

It was noted that problems of decimalisation would not 
arise until the March 1971 quarterly measurement is taken.

Council advised that a committee under the chairmanship 
of the Colonial Treasurer with membership consisting of the 
Honourable R. W. Hills and representatives of the Falkland 
Islands Company Limited and the General Employees’ Union be 
appointed to conduct a review of the structure for measuring 
the cost of living in Stanley.

Recognising that the Sheep Owners’ Association makes use 
of parts of the Stanley structure when assessing camp cost of 
living, Council further advised that the Association be invited 
to nominate an observer to attend the committee’s meetings and 
take port in discussion.
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D/5/70 19.

0625/XIX 20.

0270/D 21.

1899/H 22.

1714/0 25.

provision/ of

Mention was male of the fact that the Royal Naval Hovercraft 
Unit imported fuel in plastic lined steel drums and Council 
advised that enquiries be made regarding the suitability of these 
drums for use in carrying avgas of the octane used by the 
Falkland Islands Government Air Service and if this proved to be 
so, an application would be made to the Admiralty to purchase a 
quantity for this purpose.

MODEjmi^TW POWER STATION
Mr. E. 0. Gutteridge, J.P., Superintendent Power and 

Electrical Department, attended during the discussion of this 
subject.

The Superintendent, Power and Electrical Department, had 
prepared a brief summary of his visit to the United Kingdom and 
Members were provided with copies for study.

It was noted that the revised total cost for the provision

IMMIGRATION
Council noted that an enquiry had been made by a coloured 

United States citizen and his wife to take up residence in the 
Falklands. The applicant, a member of the Bahai faith and whose 
wife is not coloured, is recorded as being aged 37 years, holding 
a university degree and a current pilot’s licence.

Council advised that the application be submitted for 
consideration by the Labour Advisory Board in the usual manner.

GEODETIC ACTIVITIES
The Acting Governor explained that preparations had been made 

for a geodetic team to resume activities in South Georgia this 
summer but that for various reasons, principally shipping diffi­
culties, the operation was now likely to be transferred to the 
Falklands and a team of four was expected to arrive in the Colony 
in November.

Council noted the position.

purchase housing property had recently been under review by the 
Standing Finance Committee who now sought a firm policy decision. 
The Committee recommended that the aggregate amount available 
annually for this purpose should be limited to the estimated 
annual amount to be received by way of repayment on outstanding 
loans. Commercial loans would continue to be assessed on the 
basis of their economic value to the Colony.

Council agreed and advised accordingly.

H.M.S. ENDURANCE
Council noted that H.M.S. ’’Endurance” was scheduled to 

arrive in Stanley on 28th November. In addition to her normal 
operations she would assist with the Joint Services Expedition 
to Elephant Island, It was expected that her camp tour this 
season would be restricted to a short period between 10th and 17th 
April, the date on which she is due to leave the Colony for 
Montevideo, Rio de Janeiro, Gibraltar and the United Kingdom.

F.I.G.A.S, FUEL SUPPLY
The Acting Colonial Secretary referred to recent difficul­

ties experienced with regard to the importation of avgas for the 
Falkland Islands Government Air Service and explained that 
arrangements were in hand which it was hoped would result in 
obtaining supplies by R.R.S. “John Biscoe”. Even should this 
hope prove to be misplaced, existing stocks should be sufficient 
to cover the period until ’’Darwin” returned from Montevideo on 
or about 11th December.
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ALLOCATION OP GOVERLWNT HOUSING
Major the Honourable R. Vo Goss enquired, if it is correct 

that it was Government policy to give overseas officers priority 
when considering the allocation of Government quarters.

The Clerk of Council, who handles this subject in his capacity 
of Assistant Colonial Secretary, explained that this was so. 
Government is obliged, to provide housing for overseas officers. 
However, if a house becomes vacant and there is no requirement of 
this nature, applications for tenancy are considered by the 
Housing Committee who make their recommendation without reference 
to the officer’s place of birth.

The Clerk was instructed to discuss the matter with Major 
Goss.

of the plant and building together with freight charges and 
supplementary consultants and erecting charges amounted to £140,000 
and that this figure would remain firm only until 8th December next.

The original estimate for the scheme had been fixed at £100,000 
and approval had already been sought and obtained for the scheme to 
be financed by a free grant of £50,000 from Her Majesty’s Government 
and a loan of a further £50,000, the repayment conditions of which 
were yet to be agreed. The policy to be adopted with regard to the 
provision of the additional £40,000 was yet for consideration.

Council advised:
(a) that the revised proposals for the provision of the 

plant, building and all necessary supplementary 
expenditure at a cost of £140,000 be accepted in 
principle before the offer expired on 8th December, 
1970; and

(b) that enquiries be made regarding the policy to be 
adopted with regard to the provision of the 
additional £40,000.

PROVISION OF AIRFIELD
The Honourable R. M. Pitaluga raised the question of the 

provision of an airfield for the colony. He considered that the 
construction of an airfield and the provision of an external air 
service was now becoming urgent, particularly in view of the 
information given earlier during the meeting by the Colonial 
Manager, Falkland Islands Company Limited, about the withdrawal 
from service of R.ii.S. ’’Darwin”. He added that in discussion with 
the directors of the Falkland Islands Company Limited in London 
he was assured that the company would be interested in investing 
capital in the construction of an airfield.

Council was informed that an application for a consultancy 
survey into the economics of the communications pattern recommended 
by the Colony’s Transport Communications Committee to be inducted 
under British Technical Assistance was being made to Her Majesty's 
Government. It was essential that the economics of the project 
were properly evaluated in view of the paucity of the information 
with which the committee had been obliged to work. Once this had 
been done it would be possible to evaluate the political, financial 
and other considerations requiring study.

The view was held that from a military point it would not 
make any difference if an airfield existed and Members expressed 
strong views that Argentine financial participation in the con­
struction should be avoided.

Council advised that Her Majesty’s Government be asked to 
exepedite plans for the provision of an airfield.
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STANLEY COMMON AND DAIRIES
It was agreed, that this subject, upon which it was under­

stood. that the Development Committee had reported on the day 
before the Council Meeting started, would be included in a. 
future agenda.

HYDATID DI^g[
Council advised that farm managers be requested to have 

the offal from all sheep slaughtered examined for the presence 
of cysts and be asked to keep records to show the number of 
sheep slaughtered and the number of cases in which cysts were 
observed. The records would be submitted to the Officer-in- 
charge Agricultural Department at quarterly intervals.

26 ’ IMPORT/lTTON OF LIVESTOCK. FROM SOUTH AMERICA
Reference was made to the possibility of withdrawing the 

current restriction on importation of livestock from South 
America. Council was informed that advice would be sought from 
the veterinary attache of the British Embassy in Buenos /tires 
on the subject. In due course this and any other advice it 
proved possible to obtain would be placed at Council’s disposal©



14-th December 1970

R, F. Johnson, Esq.

(J. A. Jones) 
Acting Governor

I would be grateful if you would let me have, 
on a personal basis, your ideas regarding ary 
strengthening and/or modernising of the Colony 
Government* s Meteorological Service which might 
be necessary should an airfield be constructed 
in the future in the colony for the operation 
of an external air service.

Since in this sort of exercise the limits 
within which one can work can be veiy wide if 
undefined, I suggest that in approaching the 
matter you have as the objective the presentation 
of a view of the minimum ejqoansion/moderniaation 
of the ret, service compatible with flight 
information and other relevant requirements.

4
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1#

2.

Twin Otter”#

range, operational ceiling,

3. Routes

A# ,810. GaX.lep:Qg ~ Port Ataiiley v>.;?.:LOdvro, >;ivade■ yi g * ... nloyB#

u#

5.

D1 eadyu», t; < c s( e )

6. 

to quo or a»re per week#

In accordance with discuduione held in our office, we are 
placing at your disposal sone of the conclusions arrived 
at as a basis fox* th© preliminary &tudie& la th© field of 
air coamunlcaticns between trie Islands and the MlnlaM,

430 n# miles
2 hours

Dlotanoe:
Flying Ti^e:

X7
Analysis of the likely link betwsn the Falkland
Islands and the American Continent (Argentine Hepublie)

Cuts flight t-i^e Stanley * B,a# by hour# 
Reduces cost of fare to B»A#

would entail uoe of supplementary pylon* 
mounted fuel tanks#
(d) Permits carriage of only 32 passengers#

510 n# fiilles
2 hours 20 ainutes

ft I ft Cl} M MKH

range, speed,

gQUte'J.Rio. Caller.o c, * ,Port.. atualey

(a) Operational f^ciliti^s of Rio Gallegos airfield 
which provide ail th© noccaaary navigation and 
landing aids (radio beacon, radio mr^ers, VG.H, ILS)
(b) Possibility of opera ting without supple^-exitary 
fuel tanka#

/(c) Permits Chrriago of 40 passengers#

Strips, la tiie most suitable aircruft for thia service •
So fiir as the T- in Otter is ooi^ernea, although it is 
auitable for operating from unprepared rumys, ita limited 

and curgo and pae&enger-cain’yixig capacity 
represent a considerable handicap.
For thia reason all studies Iwvs been baeea on the uae of 
the F.rr7»

Aircraft
The planes whlan LADB operate are the Foki;er F#27 RFriendehipw 
and BHO6 “Twin otter” • LAUB is able to taake uee a© xieceaeary 
of aircraft types other than those at present used by the 
Argentine Air Force#
The F#27, because of its epted, ran^e, operational ceiling, 
cargo and passenger*carrying capacity and especially its 
sturdiness which allow it to operate from earth or gravel

Route .^Q3io.d.QFO Riyad&yia ^■.riort. »vt?u>ley

A&vant&g.#n: (a )
/(b)

Initially, tho eervisa could be at a frequency of two flirhtB 
a aojith with tlinetablao scheduled to fit in %ith Aerolincufi 
/■rgentinas; thie frequency could bo iiXsreaBed aceordm to 
passenger and cargo demand, especially derin^; holiday y-ei-’iods,
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7.

(c) Proviaion of a raclic beacon.

8. 

(a)

Total

(b) fort Stanley * Rio Q&ll^oe

Total
These

({ ) The Islands local air service would continue subject to 
the availability of strips capable of taxing the F*27*

Mo Oallegoo «* B#a* 
B.a* -* Montevideo

Port ^tenley - Comodpru 
Comodoro - B.A. (Jet)

• Montevideo

(e) Provision, of B8B radio ee-.-te.aont to comunlcate with 
Qujaodu.ro and Miu Cuilegos, in ureter i>0 en&uro liaison and 
coordination vi th Aerolinear Aj*geatinas and to carry any 
necessary administrative traffic*

6i|,0O0
276,000
32*000

roughly the same a& tue coat of 
^uniovidoo on the ** Darwin0 *

(f) The .aeccmriodti Uon situation in Stanley would need to be 
established in easfj- of enforced £topuverfc*

.^lllUcg. ffiloh... Xslmias
(a) Runways of 1,250 metres on level anjimproved ground* 
Before a regular service wo .introduced* a Thin Otter would 
land with apoo-ially qualified personnel to teat tee ojiex’ating 
capability of the strip*

(b) Provision of VaF for air/ground eo®mnication, for 
meteorological informtten end op^r^txonsU oontrol*

ina new
The approximrrte

i S (b) £J9 and is 
a fx^oa bUntey te

(h) Agree?aent wall lave te be reached to establish what 
authority would bo reaponoibie for &ir traffic control for 
Safety and eearoh anc jromsue operations. In this context 
it should be njtcd that in Argentina the Coraando.r of an Air 
•Jcegion* subordix^te to tee Go^3an<ler*irrg)hlei' of tne 
Argexxtim Air Poroe* tea nt his disposal the necessary 
org&^daauioa to ae.-:-usjo thia recpoiwibiiity*

(d) Provision of an'orflce fex4 ticket ^.le'd, etc. in 
Gtenlay* Tne ©tuff ^ou.bi coxiiatet of a &iQn^er (an 
clviiiaa)* and tw or three &tA..i#tante wno mi^bt bs Islands 
residents* It would, be x^eesaeury to x^ely on the preMeee 
beiiv: available locally and> if poa^ible* acao\--&Gd®.tion fur 
the mx^gor and hies family* •

392,000

tariffs are ex:>.rou6ed in peBaa (Mw 181888) (o 
peao equale one hundred old peeoo)* Th- 
sterling eavlv^lcnt in 8 (a) is and in

CalciilntiGna h^ve been on tlse b^eis of a ^promotional1 
or hievexopaentax* tariff. i-ievort^less tills docs nut rule 
out the posbibiity of reaching agree ent for a reasonable 
percentage diecuwut exclusively x^eGldeuts of the xblaixuc.

X
76,000

192,000
52,000

320,000

Qujaodu.ro
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9*

(0) The 'mixed ooniUgiu*&tion could be arranged for the Islands servloo*

(1)
(2)

Reductions in Aeroline&s Argentina© tariffs could only be 
comidered for domest la (sabotage) flights since so far as 
Internet!jml flights ar© concerned fares sue established by 
iM©r .national agreewnt end cannot be altered unilatei*ally*

(b) Beeauoe of its versatile ©anfiguration the F*27 onn be 
operated exolueively as a p&eeeascr planef exclusive.l.y as a 
cargo plane ox* in & miaturo of the t. o*

(d) The i^ollowing Iteise are
Provisional timetables and combinetlons*
(NOTS Csiittod) Various tables containing 
statistloal meteox“ological data on the lolxuid^*

2ilS££MgsS2X£g
(a) The LAD® iservlsa would have an gnglish spanking e&bin 
btewrdt othur me.hbore of tu® cxw would no t neeee&arily 
be. toglish speaking*
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o CONFIDENTIAL

No. 167
25th June 1971

Addressed to Falkland Islands. Repeated to B.A.

For Governor from Watt.
/drfield Construction

2. Please show to Scott•B.A.

Royal Engineers have expressed interest in possibility 
of being able to help and are at present studying available 
documents. I am to discuss problem with them and thia may 
be next week, and hope I can then tellyou something more 
definite.
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021540Z

MY TBLNO 167.

Possible R.E. time-scale would-be on following lines:3.
(i) preliminaiy reconnaissance visit by

4.
not indicate commitment to execute it.)

6. See MTFT*

PRIORITY
NO 170 OF 2/1/TL

(iii) preparation of military engineering construction plan in London 
taking about six months;

(iv) actual construction jcfaxxx 
taking approx. 18 months.

FRCM: F. 0.0.
TO FALKLAND ISLANDS
REPEATED TO BUENOS AIRES

2 U .

j one officer in July/August 
of approximately two weeks (or between Darwin sailings):

(ii) Reconnaissance in greater detail by party of approximately two 
officers and six men, of 6/8 weeks about four months later:

We have discussed informally with Royal Engineers, O.D-A. and 
Wainwright. Royal Engineers stated an interest in project and gave 
us following summary of time-scale and method they would envisage. 
This assumes MOD have been officially approached and have stipulated 

^commitment recommit troops to this task. (Such a commitment would be subject to 
operational and training requirements, and other aid tasks for which 
R.E. assistance might be needed).

5. Construction party might be 250 officers and men. • • • • • Labour needs 
uncertain but unlikely to be large. Party would provide own prefabricated 
living quarters but would need local electricity and water.

Existing commitments and time taken to mount project of this size 
indicates that construction could not begin before 1972. (MOD wish to 
emphasise that reconnaissance and further study of this project would

2. We assumed for planning puiposes, that what is required is an 
air strip of approximately 4,500 feet in length overall with a short 
cross runway. This would be .....ed with a cement stabilized base and 
bitumen surface dressing. Present reports indicate Pembroke area as 
suitable but other possible sites accessible to Stanley could be looked 
at on a preliminary reconnaissance.



CONFIDENTIAL .

PRIORITY

M.I.P<T. Airfield Construction*

3.

LJC : Cypher

aspects, including cost 
employing civilian firm.

No. 171 
of 2 July 1971 
02154-52

FRCM : F.C.O*
TO: FALKLAND ISLANDS

.2* Nevertheless, Departments involved here will wish to consider all 
aspects, including cost in employment of R.E. as compared with

Before civilian firms can be approached however 
we require foimal request from F. I. Government for assistance from aid 
funds. You will no doubt put this in hand as soon as practicable and 
send us advance advice by telegram* Moreover the sooner we have your 
views, the sooner a preliminary reconnaissance could be mounted*

Time scale may seem long but R.E^ estimate is based on initial 
examination of Wainwright and Peat Marwick* s reports. It seems unlikely 
that any U.K, based civilian route could down this timetable by much* 
Indeed, assuming that civilian firm would have to exploit labour and 
hire shipping to transport equipment, their time scale could be longer.

O.D.A., and ourselves also ....* possibility of enplpying construction 
firm from mainland presumably Argentine. There would of course be 
objections in principle to using funds in this way: and we assume we are 
right in thinking reference F.I. public opinion would wish to have 
project carried out by British agencies, even if this means taking 
somewhat longer. There would not however be the same objection to using 
aid funds for purchase of material, e. g, cement from mainland if these 
were cheaper and more quickly available. . L • .



RESTRICTED

FALKLAND ISLANDS / ARGENTINE CCmJNICATIONS

LJC : Cypher

RESTRICTED

If it is suggested Falklanders will be dependent solely on the 
Argentines for air conmunications, we will say unattributably that 
size of airfield contemplated on Cape Pembroke will allow long range 
aircraft to a variety of destinations, if necessary.

IMMEDIATE
NO 173 OF 3 JULT 1971
O32239Z

FRCM: F.C.O.
TO: FALKLAND ISLANDS 
REPEATED TO: B.A.



Decode.

SENT.TELEGRAM
From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Time :Received:Time :Despatched: 9/7/71

AIRFIELD CONSTRICTION.

LEWIS

LJC : Cypher

No. 241 
PRIORITY 
CONFTT1ENTTAT, 
TO F.C.O.

Your telno 171* Time scale certainly does seem long and it will be 
embarrassing politically if we have to rely on the Argentine Amphibian for 
such a period. Also I should imagine Falkland Islands Company would be 
fairly scathing about the lack of urgency if they hear details of the 
proposed timetable. I hope therefore that if documents initialled in B.A. 
are ratified by all Governments that a high priority can be placed on this 
project.

2. Using a construction finn from the mainland would be unacceptable 
politically and I would prefer that in the first instance we concentrated 
on the Sappers.



Decode.

SENT.TELEGRAM
From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

Despatched: Time: Received: Time :9.7.71

/Als o

Telngmn Ho. 242 of 9th July 1971.
Your tolcgran 171 of 2nd July 
Airf ield.

(2) Bvway configuration required in ixe roco.’^endod in Cohere I 
(paragraph 10.5 of feasibility’ Ro^-ort) i.o. hwnmy conflgur t.bon9 
but with ree^'.^vnrlation t t min runway should bo of 4.070 :?t. 
(soc paragraph 8 of Feasibility -o ort) in or-or to provide Baxintta 
flexibility ■ nd also to ®&folnij return frot?. one • off operation by 
Hoyal incineois or contractors.

Following represent© advance advlee of for mal reject acic. ictc.no©
front Aid Fund a fo conrtruet.ion of u:irfiel.; ~t Oupe Pembroke s

(l) 11. 11 f.*t of the Jloport of Board of Tr'XxC 19®>
thin Government re••■ tert0 alloc-ation of Aid Ainia in approxif^iic .cjuct 
of £375*000 (so© nara1C.1 of !V>ort for coats roop) for con» 
struction of al ./field at C’arx? Pc^broie*

2. Consideration?} in ©uh~pr;rQ^rpn.hB (2) and (3) above oep’nsise 
approsrissat© n '-.tu^o of coilr/itc < f tot.il Aid lA^jds noodod for project.

(?) Triis re ;uoo* for Aid Fun’® •inclu'-.eo proviBic-n of 3‘»r/rrc:jr,-'l 
eorEJur5,c^t!.on facilities (ssa paragraphs 6.1 and 11.4 of Peas; bi lit.--’ 
Report).



Decode.

SENT.TELEGRAM
From GOVERNOR to SECRETARY OF STATE

'Time :Despatched: Time: Received:

Fomai replication will fellow 1-y bsg in due course.

Also paragraph W.1 of roaolbilit? Report asphaslaes •rough1 nature 
of ©otitnatos.

5.

Pls JP
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TO: MbiiOS AII&3

WKAffiD TO: FAU&AW I3IAKDS

YCUR ®W0 U4 OF JUIX 1J: AIHFXKU) RBCa<IUXSSAHCS»

2.

3.

1.JC : Cypher

ca-mn^iu

X

k-

NO CF 33 JUIX 1971 
3314252

$' /i'/w '

We agree to your discussing proposals in your tolno 414 with Argentines 
on tl» basis proposed*

Grateful if you would make arrangements for Albatross f light and confirm 
so that Royal Engineers my make firm plans.

Q

Engineers confirm that they can send an officer (not necessarily 
Colonel Robinson) io arrive in B.A. on August 3 and fly by Albatross to Stanley 
with x^elrose and Argentine technical advisers on August 10* One week would 
probably be x adequate for reconnaissance but no less.

AZ. Z/.



CONFIDENTIAL

FROM: FALKLAND ISLANDS
TO: F.C.O.
REPEATED TO B.A. •
PRIORITY
NO 267
YCURTELNO 284
AIRFIELD RECONNAISSANCE

Grateful advise name of R.E., officer.

LTC : Cypher

CQmFIDENTIAL

• L

2. Also it would be useful to know full details of his brief. I 
presume he is authorised to discuss possibility of emergency strip.



r
UNCLASSIFIED
ROUTINE
TO GOVERNOR FALKLAND ISLANDS

NO 194 OF 30 JULY

INFO BUENOS AIRES
BUENOS AIRES TEL 428: COBIUNIGATIONS

3-

UC : P/L

Wheatley hopes to complete his reconnaissance in six days but he 
may need two or three days more. We hope that the return Albatross 
flight can be delayed accordingly if necessary but if not Wheatley will 
have to return in R.M.S.. "Darwin”. Grateful if you will make 
provisional booking for him.

1. Royal Engineer officer for Airfield Survey will be Lt. Col. 
Wheatley who will arrive Buenos Aires on on 8tja. August. Wheatley 
will signal precise ETA to Croker. His brief will be to make an 
initial reconnaissance for a runway of 3,600 feet possibly extending to 
4,000 feet. Wainwright agrees that a cross runway is not essential 
provided radio communications between Stanley and the Argentine are 
adequate.
2. We made clear to Wheatley the distinction between the airfield 
for which ODA will assume responsibility and any temporary landing 
site for the temporary air service which the Argentine officers will 
be looking into.



SERVICETELEGRAPHGOVERNMENT
FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT

DateHanded in atWords

To
VW PR0DHX1S BUHJCSAIliESuO

A/c H.O.

No. 80

Jlst July 1971

3114105 Al .DRESSED HJWOSAIWsS TE1W 80 OF 31 JUIX REPEATED INI-0 FOO •

Ca^DNICATXCNS e FOO TEN-0 194 • THE IWiUiJITS CF THE MzOTN ARE SO

UNPRED1C3JABI1S THAT ^S^ASY I hope RTURN FUCHT OF ALBATHX5S CAN

BE DELAYED FOR TV.O OR THHKE DAYS lb' THIS IS NWSBSSAiar FOR MEATUS TO

CCUl^rinEJ THE JOB * I^TIS
Time

WAP 15142—821 584578/790938 500 pds 12/68 Grp.782

Number Office of Origin



NO 433 OF 2 AUGUST

CT BUJWS AIRES TO PMORITY FOO

INFO FAUOAITO

O2210Q2

YOUS TEINO 194 TO FALKFANES

FALKIAND3 VISIT#

!• Subject to confirmation of arrangementa for signature of Notes,

Argentines have arranged special flight for Falklands party leaving

Buenos Aires at 1300 hours (local) on Sunday 8 August for Ccmodoro therefore

essential that Wheatley should arrive here on 7 August.

2. Your para 3 niay v.ell he difficulty here in delaying second flight of

Albatross.

PWJ

UC t P/L



UNCLASSIFIED

NO 298 OF 3 AUGUST

TO PKEOHITY BUENOS AIK'S

INFO FALKLAND ISLANDS

031200Z

FALKLANDS VISIT.

^wing to o ther prior conwiiiaents and to preparatory work for Airfield

Survey Wheatley will not repeat not he able to arrive Buenos Aires before

He is wait-listed for flight AR133 ETA 0950 hours 8 AugustSunday 8 August.

and also hooked on ParAm 203 from New York ETA 0905 hours 8 August. Actual

flight details will be telegraphed when known.

UC : P/L

/5<5
YOUR TEII’.O 433 OF 2 AUGUST.



No. J02
4th August 1971

Yourtelno 436 of 3 August Falklands -visit.

Fran F.C.O. UNCLASSIFIED IMMEDIATE to Buenos Aires, Infor. Routine 
Falkland Islands.

Despite delay in Albatross flight to Stanley Wheatly will still arrive 
Buenos Aires on 8 August.
2. Royal Engineers emphasise that a irinimum of six days is required for 
the airfield becce and since Darwin may possibly have sailed before recce 
is finished they ask for confirmation that return Albatross flight from 
Stanley will not repeat not be before 18 August.
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PRIORITY....011200Z SEP
FROM
TO
INFO COLONIAL SEC

R E S T R I C T E D LBC
FOR WHEATLEY FROM NICHOLAS.

WHALEBONE COVE USABLE BY MEXEFLOTE AT
FLAT BEACH WOULD PERMIT

ALTERNATIVE SITE CANACHE NARROWS USABLE ALL
TIBES BUT WOULD REQUIRE ENGR EFFORT TO EXIT BEACH AND REACH HARD
TRACK. SAME APPLIES ALL SITES SOUTH SIDE STANLEY HARBOUR.
WILL RECCE ALTERNATIVE BEACHES PORT WILLIAM.
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DIST.. 00 8902.. SHP. LOG
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REF YOUR 24145OZ AUG, 
HIGHWATER ON ALL TIDES 4 FEET AND ABOVE. 
MEXEFLOTE TO DRY OUT.
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CONFIDENTIALt.

Reference
r

I

RECORD OF MEETING HELD IN MR I WATT'S OFFICE, 11 AM ON FRIDAY JO JLlY J

/

Present:

?
(

Col Wheatley could -travel in RMS Darwin,returned,

aircraft from Montevideo or elsewhere.

in length withput a

I

CONFIDENTIAL

HGF 21/J ...............
II

!
i

i
I
I

I

Chanceric
Buonos
Mcntevid

AIOD FCO
MOD
MOD
MOD ••
DTI
ODA
LAD FCO
AIOD FCO

Mr I Watt
Lt Col Pilkington RE 
Lt Col Wheatley RE 
Major Sugden RE 
Mr Wainv/right 
Mr Gordon
Mr Ling
Mr Kinnear-

; cos:

adequate for the opei'ations envisaged, 
struotion of b temporary landing strip was a separate matter, 
the Argentines who wanted it and whether this temporary strip might 
be constructed by the Argentines had not yet been settled, Col Wheattey 
pointed out that it would be an advantage in the construction of the 
main landing ground if a temporary strip was available for the flying 
in of urgently required materials and for casualty .evacuation. He

- ,. . .said that he understood his main task to be a reconnaissance for a
an mg groun 4, ^cross runway and his secondary task to be a reconnaissance together

with the Argentine Air Force officers of a temporary"landing strip, 
Mr Watt confirmed that a main runway of from 3,600 to 4,000 ft in 
length will be required and that a cross runway was not essential, 
Mr Wainwright confirmed that a runway with a LCN of 15 would be 
adequate for the weight of aircraft likely to use it.

1, I- .. .... x. , .
administrative arrangements necessary for the preliminary reconnaiss-. j 
ance which would be carried out by Col Wheatley, 
that it might be necessary : 
16 August, the date when it was 
would fly the Argentines back to the mainland.

FALKLAND ISLANDS AIRFIELD CONSTRUCTION
Mr Watt explained that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss ;

Major Sugden thought j 
for the reconnaissance to be extended after ■ 

expected that the Albatross aircraft I
* Mr Watt agreed that, !

if the reconnaissance could not be completed by the time the Albatross I

I 2. Mr Ling explained to Col Wheatley the undertaking, as a result of ; 
the recent communications talks in Buenos Aires, by HMG to build an 1 
airfield in the Falklands, He said that, as the Argentines were not ! 
anxious to operate the temporary air service by means of Albatross 
flying boats for very long, they wished to have a temporary landing 
ground in the Falklands so that the air service could be operated by 
light aircraft such as Twin Otters until the main landing ground was 
completed, Col Yrneatley asked what aircraft were concerned with the 
air service and what he should say to the Argentine engineers regarding 
the length of the main runway, Mr Ling said that Twin Otters and 
Fokker Friendship aircraft from the Argentine would use the landing 
ground while it should also be suitable for the operation of HS 748 

Mr Wainwright said that, 
providing the load factor was reduced, a runway J,600 ft Jong would be 

Mr JVatt said that the con-
It was

3. Gordon said that it would be necessary to ask civilian con­
tracting firms whether they were interested in tendering for the 
construction of the airfield but this would not be done until
Col Wheatley’s report was received. In regard to payment for the cost 
of the preliminary rcconncistance, it was agreed that the Finance 
Departments of the c; : . ? vould discuss the matter.
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