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There are still one or two items which need to be prepared for 
their arrival,the most important is the provision of a high barbed 
wire fence around the aircraft shelter and extending to the sea on both sides of the slipway,this fence will need to have one wide 
gate in it through which a lorry can be driven.I do not consider 
double apron fencing suitable and recommend a fence 8 feet high 
with strands at every foot also diagonal strands between posts and 
several vertical strands. The second priority which is almost as 
important as the firfct is the provision of two buoys each attached 
to one ton sinkers,sited at about 30 yards from the low water mark 
and 30 yards apart,both should be placed directly off the slipway. 
I have approached Mr Barton as Admiralty Agent to obtain two rubber 
buoys from the Admiralty Store,if these are not forthcoming it will be necessary for PWD to make two buoys from oil drums.

"John Biscoe"With reference to the two FIDS seaplanes which will be arriving in m.v."John Biscoe" within the next 10 days.



U* I should be grateful if EE could be instructed to carry out this work as soon as possible in view of their urgency.

3* The third requirement is for a raft 25 feet bjr 12 feet 
which would be moored off Packs Jetty and which, would be used for embarking and disembarking passengers and cargo. This could be constructed of timbers and oil drums and should be planked 
in. Although this has the lowest priority it will be necessary 
to provide a motor boat if the raft cannot be made available 
when once a regular seaplane service is operating. ■
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_ Is the accomm.' dati< n temporary ?
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1-3. The slipway and "blast-pen” for the sea­
planes have now been completed, but Col. Butler draws 
attenti on to one or tw; other items, which in his pini 
are still required. The ’blast-pen” is simply a unree- 
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■A- One other point has occurred t^- rr®. ’7e shall 
the full-time services f a mtor-bhat once we 

start aerating with sea-planes. Clearly a boat sh uld
be in readiness during every take- ff and landing in case 
of accidents, and it will also be required for ferrying 
the passengers until the landing-stage is erected. In 
any case it may be handy f.r taking crews to and from 
the plane "hen c-he is at mo rings. The rr.cst suitable

- boat f r this purp se would I think be the BIDS motor­
boat, which I suggest that Government might take .ver if 
BIDS can spare it. The ’’Alert'’ requires a crew f twD, 
and is needed f r a number f .dd j- bs such as taking Agricxfri 
tural Dept, personnel across to the Camber; attending to 
the Harbour entrance lights and 3ther daily ch res. I 
understand that the BIDS m tor-bost is used by BIDS f?r 
gjing ver t the ^IDS stores n the Camber, but it could

P be arranged that this duty sh uld be perfc rmed b^r the 
’’Alert’’.
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Tj see pages 3-4. r/9uld you arrange for some form of 
wire doer or" gate t > be added n the fourth (i. e. harbour) 
side of the blast pen. You will see that H. 3. agrees to 
the FIDS motor boat being made available, hi return of the 
file I will persue the question of its.exact status,whether 
it is to be bought by the Colony from FIDS or loaned or 
wha t.

3.3. Reference the landing stage for the floatplanes. We 
agreed originally that there was no urgency for this,because 
I then thought that it would nly be required for oassengers 
embarking and disembarking. But I now understand that it 
is required for refuelling purposes,a j b which is at 
present done by rowing out a couple of drums in a boat. 
This is obviously wasteful,bo th of material and time. The 
latter is a consideration during the short winter days, 
and often makes the difference between being able to make 
two trips in the day or only one.
2. I gather that the material for the landing stage, ne 

side of the packing crate in which the Norseman was ship-n*-’ 
is available. In the interval while we are waiting f 
h^r^our^ot^f^0 the Philomel repairs, could some of t\ .
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harbour staff tackle this ?. As to the best place 
to put the raft,1 leave that to the experts. Messrs 
Spencer and Smith will use it most,and they had better 
decide where they want it to be.
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