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GOVERNOR TO SECRETARY OF STATE.
Sent 31st May, 1916.

MARSHSHREW SIR ERNEST SHACKLETON ANGOSCIANO BY WHALER FROM SOUTH

./

GEORGIA REPORTS TOTAL DIACHYLON SHIP ENDURANCE CRUSHED WEDDLE'SEA 
ANTARCTIC ODOMETERS 1915 SIL VERGRAY WHfiLE PALINGHAM EXPEDITION 
WEDGINGLY DRIFTED NORTH ON ICE FOR MOONSENT AND HALF THEN SPURFOWL 
THREE SMALL BOATS AND ALL ANGONIA AT ELEPHANT ISLAND SOUTH SHETLANDS 
AMORECISTE SIL VERGRAY SHACKLETON LEFT 22 MEN IN HOLE MADE IN ICE 
CLIFF ELEPHANT ISLAND AND PORCUPINE FIVE MEN IN BOAT TO SOUTH GEORGIA 
SILVERGRAY IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE REQUIRED TO SAVE LIVES PARTY LEFT 
ON ELEPHANT ISLAND WHOSE SUPPLIES NEARLY EXHAUSTED SHACKLETON SAYS 
EASY MATTER FOR ANY ARMOURED VESSEL DO THIS IN THREE DAYS FROM 
FALKLAND ISLANDS• HE TRIED IN UNPROTECTED WHALER FROM SOUTH GEORGIA 
TO RESCUE MEN BUT STREAM ICE PREVENTED SILVERGRAY YOUNG.

31st May Sir Erb'est Shackleton arrived to-day by whaler from South 
Georgia reports toal destruction of ship Endurance crushed Weddl-e£ -L 
Sea Antarctic 26th October 1915. Whole party of expedition twenty 
eight drifted notth on ice for Dive months and half then took to 
three small boats and all arrived well at Elephant Island South 
Shetlands April 16th. Shackleton left 22 men in hole made in ice 
cliff Elephant Island and proceeded with five men in boat to South 
Georgia • Immediate assistance required to save lives party left 
on Elephant Island whose supplies nearly exhausted Shackleton says 
easy matter for any armoured vessel do this in 3 days from 
Falkland Islands. He tried in unprotected whaler from South Georgia 
to rescue men but- stream ice prevented.

• Young •



(Cypher)

With reference to my telegram 31st May perhaps
E.M.Ship Glasgow might be sent calling at Falkland
Islands on the way for Shackleton

Young.

Governor to Chapelries, London.
5 ’OvcX.* J / , f
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? 0 / 1st June,

Sir,

T the honour to confirm :ny telegram

of y<?bterd^,y roperting th*’ -xr rival hero of Sir

.'Era 51 cl • hc 1 J. r t on.

22 men left on FlephantA *1 t h re ?ev<’

ventured by ny second cypher, of yesterday, in

the .Falkland Islands on the vray to pick up Sir Ernest

Shackelton, who would be able to navigate her through

the ice in the Southern seas to the site on Elephant

Sir,

Your most

TUP PTGHT I'ONOUPABLF

-statv j?nn the COLONIES.Tlf’ ^C^-TARY OF

*0 • , ’’ 0 .

the- event o .’ its being possible bo detail her for" duty , 
to suggest that H.K.S.Glasgow micht he sent calling at

Island ahere he left 22 of his party.
I have the honour to be,

Govo-cnnt --c-uso, Stanley.

obedient, humble se rv&nt, 
xFm i

Governor.

Ie.l-and is :a|?-attGr as&lXing f*cr :• tarredlate action, and as 

H.V.S.Glasgow it the only armoured ship on this Station

of th

* 3-let Imy Si.t Pruett Shackleton arrived to--ay 
' ey ;■ fcc?r. ^outh C;?or^1a report-’: total 
f,de ?• true *■ ion rtf' Tn di- rance crushed Meddle 
1JS^a A/i ts.ro tic '6 th Ge tuber 1915. "hole party 
"of expedition t’v?nty night drifted north on ice. 
ufor ilvv- r?v-. Liifs £ rid half thf-.n took to three 
Maunll beats and all \rrriv ed f'ell at Kleyhant 
ct T 31 c/.r■ < f r u th <’ ■ : ..; - a j)o > Aj. r 5.1 161 h • Shao kl e t on 
Tief t T‘ . men in in ice cl iff Elephant
r Inland ;n:d jrrG??1 a-"’.; with, five men in boat to 
*Gouth Georgia. Imr:<diut?. assistance required 
hbo *u.v<: ?. iv••••jarly J^ft on Hlerhant Island 
"who?3e supy.-l 5j-?s nearly exhausted Shackleton says 

;-ud;trr fo .- ■: j.y ->rnov\rod vessel do this in 
f?thi,36 day& from .FeCkl&nd Islands. He tried in 
"unj rnt<*cted 'hialei- frorr font * Georgia to rescue 
"rqen hv. strewn ice rye vented • Young4*

ans‘ tip >wr.t svitahl'c to send co £l£phant Island, I



Ml MCG 60.

OFFICE.No.  

Prefix.  Code.

i

By whom sentTime sent

p
m.

READ THE CONDITIONS PRINTED ON THE BACK OF THE FORM.
To:

O. -

* i

{

  

ft

I
I

Office of Origin ____
Service Instructions 

Form No. 1.—7,500—15/4/13. Sent date 

JHarnnii international $tarino (Commmiiration Glontpang, ICtfr.
y MARCONI HOUSE, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

   19!— —
CHARGES TO PAY. 

Marconi Charge 
Other Line Charge...__________ _____
Delivery Charge ... 

Total 
Office sent to

L’2___ Words

PLEASE ASK FOR OFFICIAL RECEIPT.
r-r Code. Addresses registered, only with Gable and Marconi Companies are not available for 

messages through British Post Office Stations destined to places in the United Kingdom.

? < t -i



MIMCC 60.

I OFFICE,
 Code.Words

Time sent By whom sent

 m.
READ THE CONDITIONS PRINTED ON THE BACK OF THE FORM.

To:

UJJice oj Origin— .  

Service I ns true lions 

F-7 .500—15/4/13. Sent date 

{Haircut Sntmiational Marine (Cmnnnnnration (Company, 1Ct&.
MARCONI HOUSE, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. ■==_==

 191-
CHARGES TO PAY. _

Marconi Charge ..._______ ____
Other Line Charge... __
Delivery Charge ... ____

Total

Office sunt to

PLEASE ASK FOR OFFICIAL RECEIPT,
ar Code Addresses registered only with Cable and Marconi Companies are not available for 

messages through British l*ost Office Stations destined to places In the United Kingdom.

 'Ft 



MARCONIGRAMS FREE OF CHARGE

Signature....

Address 

ROOMS MAY BE RESERVED AT SHE
FOLLOWING GORDON HOTELS BY

. . THE . .
MARCONI INTERNATIONAL MARINE 

COMMUNICATION COMPANY, LTD. 
Head Office: MARCONI HOUSE, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH MESSAGES ARE ACCEPTED.
Neither the Marconi International Marine Communi

cation Company, Limited, nor any. Telegraph Company or 
Government Telegraph Administration or other Company 
or person whatsoever concerned in the forwarding of this 
telegram shall be liable for any loss, injury, or damage, from 
non-transmission or non-delivery or neglect,'in relation to this 
telegram, or delay, or error, or omission in the transmission 
or delivery thereof, through whatever cause such non-tran's- 
mission, non-delivery, neglect, delay, error, or omission shall 
have occurred.

The Company reserves to itself the right to refuse to 
transmit any message.

Having read the above conditions I request that this 
telegram may be forwarded according to the said conditions 
by which I agree to be bound.

From any Steamship carrying Marconi Apparatus:
HOTEL METROPOLE, LONDON.

Northumberland Avenue. Cable Address—Metropole, London.

GRAND HOTEL, LONDON.
Overlooking Trafalgar Square. Cable Address—Granotel, London.

MOTEL VICTORIA, LONDON.
Northumberland Avenue. Cable Address—Victoriola, London.

GROSVENOR HOTEL, LONDON.
Adjoining Victoria Station. Cable Address—Grosvenor Hotel, London.

FIRST AVENUE HOTEL, LONDON.
High Holbom. Cable Address—Firavtel, London.

The above are all leading Hotels, renowned for comfort, and finely 
situated. They are close to fashionable quarters, best shopping 
-----districts, theatres, and convenient for all places of Interest.----

LORD WARDEN HOTEL, DOVER.
Overlooking Admiralty Pier. Cable Address—Warden, Dover.

THE FOLLOWING SHORT CODE MAY BE EMPLOYED:
(LIMIT TEN WORDS,) Code Word.

Reserve Sitting Room, Bed Room and Dressing Room for ... Suite. 
Reserve Sitting Room and Bed Room for  Sitting. 
Reserve Double Bed Room, not too high up, for ... ... Double.
Reserve Double Bed Room, on one of the upper floors, for .. Moderate.
Reserve Room with two beds for  ... TWO.
Reserve comfortable single Room for Hermit.

Proprietors:

GORDON HOTELS, LTD.



governor to secretary of state.
Sent 2nd June, 1916.

UNDERFEED SLUIvlBEPERS failing BRITISH TIRE CL I? 3 FOR
RELIEF OF SHACKLETONS PARTY ALPENKIND BE W TO AMURRIABA FOR
IMMEDIATE DESPATCH STEANSLOOP URUGUAY TO ELEPHANT ISALND
CABRON FACILENESS FOR SHACKLETON SILVER GRAY YOUNG.

With reference to my telegram 31st May may I suggest failing British
wraship for relief of Shackletons party application be made to
Argentine Republic for immediate despatch steamsloop Uruguay to
Elephant Island calling at Falklanfd Islands for Shackleton

Young.



Stanley.

3rd June, 3'316

Magistrate, Sort? Georgia*

I hope thatbevery attention is being
given to the care of Sir frnest Shackleton’s men at
South Georgia.

thank the several Managers
of the Whaling Companies st South Georgia f<r the
kind sympathy shewn and for the assistance given
by them to Sir Mrnest and his party landed at South

?
Governor.

Georgia*

From me pleas^

FALKL A ISLANDS *

G ov e mine nt House,



(Cypher)

Secretary of State to Governor.
Dated 3rd June Received 3rd June, 1916.

Your telegrams 31st May and June 2nd I have informed
Admiralty and understand they are making all possible
enquires

Bonarlaw.



(Cypher)
By Cable!

Governor to British Minister,Buenos Aires-
Sent 3 June, 1916.

Can Argentine Government comply with request for
service steamsloop Uruguay for immediate relief
of Shackletons party if not is there other suitable

please telegraphvessel early reply

Governor.

British Minister Buenos Aires to Governor•
Bated 3rd June Received 3rd June, 1916.

are trying to arrange for sailing vessel Ti.juca to
start for South Georgia in eight days if nothing more suit
able offers steamship Undine sould proceed from South
Georgia to Elephant Islands

Tower.

Governor to British Minister , Buenos Aires.
Sent 3rd June, 1916.

Shackleton arrived Balkland Islands in whaler from
South Georgia after trying to reach Elephant Is&and
in whaler. Shackleton and Whaling Managers South Georgia
decided Undine not suitable for winter conditions.
Admiralty informed Shackleton failing Uruguay Boulder
searching port for suitable whaler. If suitable- vessel
found call here for Shackleton

Governor.

Uruguay disabled no other Argentine Vessel available we



British Consul Buenos Aires to Governor*
Bated Sth Received 5th June, 1916*

Sailing vessel Tijuca can start .June twelve under Captain
Larsen who knows Elephant Island well. He would sail in
Undine from South Georgia accompanied by large powerful
whaler and sees reasonable expectation of surmounting all

Calling at Falkland Islands appearsdifficulties.
impracticable owing to limited coal capacity and waether
conditions• Please telegraph whether this is acceptable

Undine relieves South Orkney station everyto Shackleton.
year

Tower

The above message was also received by Wireless 7. 6. 16.

Governor to British Consul, Buenos Aires.
Sent 5th June, 1916.

Replying to yours.

Undine not suitable for winter conditions to be faced
but failed to reach Elephant owing to those conditions.
Shackleton deeply appreciates your assistance and Companys

Hope with your continued assistancekind offer in matter.
will be possible to find other means considered suitable

Young.

From South Georgia Shackleton 
summer

says though aware of Undines^relief work took strongest
whajer with experienced Captain after deciding with Managers



By Cable.

British Consul Monte Video to Sir E. Shackleton.

Government has strong steam Trawler about 200
tons built for Iceland fishing stop if you
consider suitable will apply flor it stop inform
me what stores required whether coal at Port
Stanley and pilot to take her on

Innes.



British Consul Buenos Aires to Governor*
Bated 5th Received 6 th June, 1916*

All interested here regret Shackletons refusal of Tijuca
Undine scheme•©lease telegraph if refusal is definite
« Nothing else can he suggested from here* Bon Ernesto
is most powefful whaler and additional coal supply might
he sent in depot steamer

Tower

Governor to British Consul, Buenos Aires*
Sent 6th June. 1916.

Shackleton absolutely certain no 'whaler could camhat
stream pack ice in heavy swell and much regrets does
not consider Tijuca Undine scheme feasible. Since
my last telegram to you Shackleton has accepted offer of
a strong steam trawler from Montevideo and arrangements being
made for immdeiate dispatch to Port Stanley which he considers
more suitable

Young•

also
The above message/received by Wireless on 7th June, 1916.



(Private Cypher)

Naval Wireless.

Punta Arenas.

1916.

Shackleton has already accepted offer of a stare suitable
vessel and starts in a few days in her. Has already
attempted rescue in large whaler but under present winter
conditions whaler of no avail

Young.

Governor to British Consul,
Sentoth June a



Secretary State to Governor.
Bated 5th June received 6th June, 1916.

FILTKNESS SHACKLETON FROM GLYPTICA BEGINS GILTHEAD RECEIVED
PALIDNOTES NEWS YOUR SAFE ARRIVAL FACILENESS AND TRUSTS
MEASURES SPURGEAR FOR RESCUE YOUR COMRADES MERPEOPLE

BONARLAW.SIDEGROAT ENDS

Following for Shackleton from Governor General of Australia
"begins Commonwealth of Australia received with much
pleasure news your safe arrival Falkland Islands and
trusts measures "being taken for rescue your comrades
will meet with complete success ends Bonarlaw



By Cable.

British Minister Montevideoto Governor.
Received 6th June,1916.

I am doing utmost to hasten departure relief ship but it
is difficult to find competent captain. I will telegraph
again later

Inhes.

Governor to British Consul, Montevideo.
Sent 6th June, 1916.

Only require Captain to Falkland Islands Shackleton
with his Captain here

Young.

CYPlO



(Private Cypher)
Reed* by Navy Wireless-^-

To Governor, Falkland Islands*

Your message received from Captain Kinneir there is

Captain Larsen, who has five years experience of South
Shetland please wireless exact location of missing

be landed in Falkland Islands when rescued
Bell

Governor to British Consul,Punta Anenas.
Sent 6 th Juner$191$*

Shackleton has already accepted offer more suitable
vessel and starts in a few days in her stop Has
already attempted rescue in large whaler but under
present winter conditions whaler of no avail.

no wooden vessel here fit for the purpose steel whaler
;vV •

Aldirant Ego is preparing to start in four days under

men as land wire has broken down presume they are to

Received 6th June, 1916.



COPY.

65

tt

fl

0

'J

success.
Sir

Buenos Aires.

Buenos Airest
June 6t»hf 1916.

r
4

i
4

Miles A.Pasman Esq,
Compaiiia Argentina de Pesca.

San Martin 132.

VIr

The above final decision of Sir Ernest Shackleton appears 
to dispose of any possible expedition by the vessels at our 
disposal here. Kith his experience Sir E.Shackleton’s opinion 
must have great weight v?ith us, and I should much regret that 
the splendid action of the Board of Directors of the Compania 
Argentina de Pesca should result in endangering the lives of 
Captain Larsen and the crews of the "Tijuca" and "Undine" 
unless there were a reasonable likelihood of their achieving

Sir,
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

yesterday’s date informing me of ‘the decision of your Board 
of Directors to send off a relief expedition from south 
Georgia to Elephant Island for the rescue of the members of 
the Shackleton Expedition.o

I have been in conmunication with Captain G. J.Nunes 
during the last few days unpon the correspondence which has 
been passing between me and Sir Ernest Shackleton aa to the 
best means of sending the required relief.

The last telegram received from Sir E.Shackleton last 
night was to the following effect

“He is absolutely certain that no whaler could combat 
stream pack ice in heavy swell, and he much regrets that 
he does not consider that the scheme of sending the sailing 
vessel "Tujica" from here and the "Undine” from South 
Georgia to Elephant Island is feasible in the present 
circums tances".



it would not be better

1 have still

Glr Ernest Shackleton further telegraphs that he has 
accepted an offer of a strong steam trawler f roa’< i Montevideo 
and he adds that arrangements are being mde for the 
imnediate despatch of that vessel to Fort Stanley in 
accordance with the plan which he. sir E.Shackleton consider 
the most suitable.

another telegram from Els Majesty’s 
Minister at aKsntoidaa Santiago, saying that a whaler 
‘hUmirante Gohl** is prepared to start from funta Arenas
immediately.

ho doubt the orders for the departure of this latter 
vessel will be promptly cancelled as soon as the news of 
air Ernest Shackleton’s acceptance of the trawler from 
wontevideo reaches Punta Arenas, and I would submit to 
you whether, in the ci&aumstances, 
to defer the wishes expressed by air E.Shackleton and relin
quish a project which does such honour to the comparlla 
Argentina de Fesca and which will, be highly appreciated 
by His Majesty’s Government.

1 need hardly say that I shall be glad to discuss 
the matter with you or Captain Kunes at any hour convenient 
to you, and 1 take this opportunity of expressing my vA»rm® 
est thanks for the efficient assistance which your Company 
has tendered to His l«ajesty’s Legation in the circumstances 
attending the proposed relief expedition.

1 am, sir. 
Your obedient servant.

(signed) Reginald Tower.



Buenos Aires.
June 6th, 1916.

2-i.r.
etc.

The Kight Hon.
Mir Edward Grey Bart. K.G.

etc. etc.

*Uruguay*, and if

Jhackleton and then proceed to Elephant island.
The saszie afternoon I saw Captain .antes, Acting 

Mnistcr of Marine, and received from him a verbal 
assurance that the "Uruguay* should be placed at our 
disposal, the for&ul authorization of iresiclent de la 
i'l&aa being oxily necessary before definite instruction® 
could bo given for her instant departure.

An the 3rd Instant 1 received a telegram from : r 
uouglas foung, Governor of the Falkland islands, asking 
whether the Argentine (Government would comply with the 
request for the service of the sloop 
not whether any other vessel was available for the 
purpose of a rescue party.

A» 1 reported in i< Telegram ho.196 of the And, 
the Argentine ministry of .. nrine had in the meantime 

expressed

dir,
ui the And instant 1 received your Telegram ifO.17? 

instructing me to take steps towards obtaining and 
sending a suitable vessel at once to rescue twenty-two 
ambers of air L.uh&ekleton’s Expedition now on Elephant 
Xelawi, Jouth of the uhetlmds.

vn the saiao day X received a ielegraa frc:,i onte- 
video repeating one frew coA-uodore Luce of 
’’Glasgow’*, in which, he suggested that the Argentine 
Government slight ^end the sloop "Uruguay* to call at 
the Falkland Islands in the first instance for Air e.



*

-1

named

rei; hurs&aent

could to effect too rescue.

expressed their inability to assist us, inasmuch as the 
“Uruguay’ was disabled in consequence of a collifiion some 
two raonthe previously.

1 so informed toaKnodore Luce and ill® majesty’s b&iis« 
ters at Santiago and tkmtcvldeo, as well as toe Governor 
at hort utanley for the information of Mr L.ahackleton.

to toe Governor 1 telegraphed on toe 3rd instant that 
toe ^gentinei tooling company (CosipaGia Argentina de nescsj 
were speaking of a sailing vessel in their service, nasned 
the “rijiioa*, which could be prepared for departure by the 
11th or ihto instant for Couto Georgia. Her skipper, 
Uaptain Larsen, a Norwegian, was an experienced awi and 
knew to© locality of Hlephant island.

1 brought this information to your knowledge in my 
1elegram u‘o,197, and repeated it to ills ._aj ©sty’s ainiaters 
at Santiago and Montevideo,

Uaptain torssn cam to tiie Legation to see we, and 
assured r;e that, in his opinion, toe voyage to aouto 
Georgia of toe “1'ujica* presented no difficulties. He 
ought to be able to reach aouto Georgia before toe end of 
toe nionto, and the e,s,“Undine", belonging to the same 
whaling company, could leave at once for Elephant island. 
He would hitaself sail in the * undine*, .and do all that he

He said that a powerful whaler 
4Don xirnesto4, was now at nouto Georgia, and that she 

could also proceed to xilepMnt Island, with the "Undine*,
1 consulted Captain ihmes, a Director of the above 

named hhaling tompany, and formerly in toe .. a*gentine liavy, 
on toe subject, he endorsed all that Captain l^sen had 
said, He gave me every assurance that his Company would be 
pleased to place any of their vessels at our disposal for 
such a humanitarian act, and waived the question of



I

?.r Ucott endorsed

year.
1 communicated thin infoirnntlon to you in iny lelegram 

110.199 of the 5th, and repeated it to Kia Liujesty’s 
Ministers at Santiago and ontevideo.

The same day 1 received a reply from the fflafclan&e,

stating

s; Undine:

reindmrsement v/hich I liad proffered,
On the 3rd 1 received a telegram from the Governor of 

the Falklands saying that air ^.Shackleton had already tried 
to reach Zilephant Island in a v/haler from uouth Georgia, and 
had decided in concert with whaling mnogers on houth Geor
gia that the a.s.•Undine” was not suitable for winter con
ditions. <.sr Young added that it was vital for the relief 
expedition to call at Fort Stanley for air L.Shackleton on 
its my south.

1 also consulted ,..r a.^cott, Umager in Buenos Aires fro 
Messrs iioulder Brothers, who had been instructed from London 
to endeavour to find a suitable vessel.
what X had proposed about the •Undine8, saying that he had. 
nothing better to suggest as far as concerned .tfgentina, 
Fossibly a steamer night be substituted for the calling 
boat “Tijuca* for the purpose of- saving time in the trip 
from here to douth Georgia.

Ui the 4th iiis Majesty’s minister at iXontevideo teleg
raphed that the Uruguayan Government had a suitable vessel 
and that he v/ould endeavour to obtain her.

Gn the 5th 1 telejgraphed to the Governor offering defin
itely in ti‘u-5 naias of the Argentine dialing Goaipany to desp
atch tiie "Tijuca”. X added that calling at the Flakland 
Islands appeared in the clrcuiiistances impracticable, j 
tried to dispel Mr E.ahaokleton’s doubts about Uie sea
worthiness of the "Undine8 by saying that she relieves the 
jaenfeero of the south Orkney Meteor ©logical station every



I

our project.

preparing

*undine*‘’Tujica*-

, especially 
in view of captain Larsen’s optimism based, on previous 
experience.

stattag again that Gir D.uh&akleton hart tailed, to reach 
Elephant Island before with the * strongest whaler * and 
was therefore opposed to the offer we had placed before 
him, while ut tho same tine appreciating the assistance 
of the dorypsny. He hoped that rre should he able to find 
other >7ieans considered suitable.

1 called another meeting of all interested here, 
including Don Pedro Ghristophersen (v/ho had taken a lead- 
tag part .lhp.;r^tmtndnori9® successful journey to the houth 
Ide); captain ifunee; Mr ?..;»cott of boulder 
others, all agreed that the combination 
sowaeti to constitute the best chance of success

1 therefore telegraphed onco more to the Governor to 
the effect that all those persons here interested in the 
question regretted Sir E.Shackleton’s refusal to entertain

X asked whether the refusal was definite, as 
nothing cine seemed to offer here. I added that the whaler 
3Don Ernesto® at aouth Georgia was exceptionally por/erful, 
and 1 suggested that uiaans ::al^t be effected of eending 
a supply of ooal by a depot snip from bouth 
Georgia to Elephsuit island.

Before receiving a reply to this last message 1 was 
yhwon a telegrata fro mHeesrs Chrtatophereen at .-.ontevldeo 
stating that they had ‘arranged with . r HltcWl Innes 
for the despatch of si Uruguayan fishing boat by the inter
vention of the Uruguayan Cover,wuent.

1 also received a telegram from cir Panels ttronge at 
Santiago stating that the whaler *jilMr&nte Gol?l* was

Brittwrs aria



\\/

said in a letter to ras of the Sth instant

In
itr<

V

__________ .'<■'<>. CVf-C.-^cvo . 

preparing to start iijnediately fow 'that-port;
late last evening X resei veil a telegram from ir 

Douglas Young at port ctanlay, repeating the decided 
opinion of sir E.Bhacklcton that no whaler could ccmfcat 
the stream pack ice in heavy swell, He therefore expressed 
regret that our sdhemo vns riot feasible* he added that Sir 
.shackleton had already accepted the offer of a strong 

steam trawler fro<y i.-xmtfividee and that arrangements were 
being fiade for her.towd 1 atn despatch f» Port Stanley.

1 co;•Punicatvd this decision to all interested parties 
here, including the Argentine Ehaling company.

Thio Cowpcny ncvG^’theless called a special meeting 
of the Board of Directors, at which it was decided to send 
oif a relief expedition from the Company*s whaling station 
at dcuth Georgia to Elephant inland with the object of eff
ecting the rescue.

as ?r '..4i:?s x-asmsm, the Vice President of the Company, 
“this resolution 

has been adopted in the desire to relieve a® quickly as 
possible the distressing situation of the 23 laen who have 
been cast on Elephant Island, and in view of the fact that 
at our whaling station of Grytviken, couth Georgia, we have 
experienced -non ihu are thoroughly acquainted, with those 
latitudes :.;.nd lec navigation, while our boats are much 
better adapted than any others which could be obtained here 
which Letuis ut; to consider that their chances of success 
jwe favourable. The advanced vrinter season makes it ira- 
perative that no time should be lost, and every effort shou 
be iaade at oxiee with the hope of succeeding in this human
itarian enterprise. Trusting that our resolution will meet 
with your approval we have etc." (signed) idles a.i'aoman. 
Vice president.



hDGXIIALD TOWER.

i1

In vim; of the une^iwcal opinion held by Dir 
D.Dhackleton as to the Inadequacy of the vessels of the 
whaling company for the task before them, X had no option 
but to discourage trie company la their generous offer.

I enclose herewith copy of rry reply to tr Mies Paamaa.
1 have sent a copy of this Despatch to ills .majesty’s 

Ministers at Santiago and •/ontevicieo and to „'r Douglas Young 
at i4ort Stanley,

1 have the honour to be , with the highest respect,
Sir,

Your iaoot obedient, hu&iblc servant.



Buenos Aires.

June 6th, 1916.

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit herewith for your

information copy of a Despatch and its enclosure which

I have this day addressed to Sir Edward Grey on the

subject of the proposed relief Expedition from Buenos

Aires to Elephant Island.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

FAKLAND ISLANDS.

U

'pH-jyLisieY

Douglas Young, C.M.G.
etc. etc. etc.

The Hon.



Governor to Secretary of State.
Sent 8th June, 1916.

J3WFISH SHACKLETON AB AULA OFFER MAGNETICAL GLIMMERALE
THROUGH BOURBELIER MONOGRAPH OF STRONG STEAM TRAWLER
FOR RESCUE OF PARTY ELEPHANT ISLAND SIL VERGRAY TRAWLER
LEAVES MONOGRAPH LANZAVATE FOR.PORTSTANLEY SHACKLETON

HIPPOLOGIA LAGERBOCK ELEPHANT ISLAND IN HER ON 14TH JUNE

YOUNG

8th June Shackleton has accepted offer made "by Uruguay
Government through British Minister at Montevideo of strong
steam trawler for rescue of party Elephant Ieland 
Trawler leaves Montevideo this day for Portstanley Shackleton
hopes to leave here for Elephant Island in her on 14th June.

Young.



Governor to Secretary of State.
Sent 8th June, 1916.

UNDERSTATE SHACKLETON ANSPECT MINTAGE MARSHTIT RYE STALKS
HIM TO GLYPTIC A BEGINS BEG COWWHEAT SURNOMINAL AND THROUGH
YOUR EXCELLENCY SURMARK GILTHEAD MY WARM AND GRATEFUL
SUBNODAL KIND AND SPRUCING MESSAGE AND EXPLEBIT HOPE SHACKLETON
El'DS YOUNG.

With reference to your telegram 5th June Shackleton asks that
following message may be sent for him to Governor General
of Australia begins beg to convey to you and through Your
Excellency to the Commonwealth of Australia my warm and
grateful thanks or kind and sympathetic message and expression
of hope Shackleton ends Young



COPY.

that we should

June 7th, 1916.

\ ’

(i^ipaHia Argentina de 1esca.
iiaciedad Auonim.

Hi® Excellency, dir Reginald lower. KCi'4*, (JVO.minister Bueno® .ires.

air,
We are in receipt of your esteemed letter of yesterday’s 

date, informing us that in view of air E.Shackleton having 
wade arrangements far an expedition to leave /..ontevidoo, Your 
Excellency considers it unnecessary for our vessels to pro™ 
ceed to the rescue of the men on Elephant Island as we had 
projected. acquiescing with Your Excellency’s views we 
relinquish our project and trust that the trawler engaged 
by Air E.Shackleton will raeet with the desired success.by

<»e are notwMhstnmling this, aending^our 3/V “Tijuca*, 
expected to leave on the 11th instant, instructions to our 
Baanager at Grytviken to render every assistence possible show! 
it be asked for.

would here beg to express to Your Excellency our regret 
that* we could not accede to the request made us from Eonte-

allow Gaptaln Larsen of the •1’ijuca1' 
expedition leaving there, we were forced 
one competent to mml the RTijucafl 

in-the difficult voyage she is to mice for us, carrying 
provisions and stores for the men at Grytvlken with coal® and 
barrels, all of which are urgently needed.

it. is alriKw.it nsedlea® for u® to repeat that the CoapaMa 
Argentina de Fesca will be only too pleased to render all 
assistance in her power.

Ae have the honour to be, dir
Yows etc. (signed) Kile® A.Pasmn.

Vice iresident.Gompauia Argentina de Fesca.

video, 
to take charge of the 
to this as we have no

alriKw.it


COPY.

BVERGS AIRED.lip. 217.
dune Sth, 1916.

In continuation of wy Despatch Ng.216 of the 6th last.

relative to the belief Expedition to Elephant Island, 1

have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter I

have this day received from .,r pasrnn, Vice iresident of

in which he inform me that

to his regret, the Qosnpany were unable to accede to the

request made from Montevideo Wat Captain Larsen of the

sailing vessel "lijuca* should take charge of the bruguayai

given instructions that all

assistance should be rendered by the Coiapany wherever

possible.
1 have sent a copy of this Despatch and enclosure

to the Governor of the Falkland islands and to His

iiajssty’s Ministers at Santiago and :&ntevideo.

REGINALD TOWER.
The Right Hon.

sir Edward Grey Bart. K.G. ^.P.

etc. etc.etc.

’ 5 
j

Expedition.

X have the honour to be, with the highest respect,
LU’,

Your fflpst obedient, humble servant,

the .'iTEHntlne ^dialing Company,

Mr rasfi'an tas, however,



h BUENOS AIRES.

June 8th, 1916.

Sir,

With reference to my Despatch of the 6th instant I

have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a further

Despatch which I have this day addressed to Sir Edward

Grey on the subject of the Relief Expedition to Elephant

Island.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

a f

His Excellency
C.M.G.
etc.

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

i

The Hon. Douglas Young 
etc. etc.

!• II
♦



(Cypher)
By Cable.

British Consul Montevideo to Governor.
Received 10th June, 1916.

Following for Shackleton message begins Ship being under the
command of Officers of the Uruguayan Navy Uruguayan
Government require that it shall remain so. Commander
impresses me as being intelligent and competent and has
orders to carry out all your orders. I feel sure that
you will have no difficulty. For greater safety Officer
R.N.’ R. accompanies ship

Innes



British Minister Montevideo to Governor.
Received 12th June, 1916.

Following message received from Punta Arenas 12th June
for Shackleton no wooded steam vessels available Punta

Consul has hired steel whaler Almirante Goni.Arenas•
She should leave for Falkland Islands on Thursday 8th June.
No information here as to whether Chilian V/arship is
available Commanding Officer Avoca.

(Cj^Ber)
By Cable.



British Minister Montevideo to Governor.
Received 15th June, 1916.

Have you news trawler
Innes.

Governor to British Minister, Montevideo.
Sent 15th June, 1916.

Trawler reported by Wireless Wednesday due arrive
Port Stanley Friday morning

Young.



CABLE•

Governor to British Minister Montevideo.
Sent 18th June, 1916•

JIBDOORS SHACKLETON LEET IN TRAVELER ENGINETRAP FOR ELEPHANT
ISLAND STRINSIES MORENESS SIX KNOTS INFORM MONOGRAPH* YOUNG.

18th June Shackleton left in trawler last evening for Elephant
Island reports by wireless telegraphy this morning fine
weather six knots inform Monte Video

Young•



CABLE.

Governor to Secretary of State.
Sent 18th June, 1916.

JIBPOORS UNIERGOP SHACKLETON LEFT IN GLIMMERALE TRAWLER
ENGINETRAP FOR ELEPHANT ISLANP STRINSIES MORENESS TONGIESORE
SIX KNOTS YOUNG

18th June Wihh reference to my telegram 8th June Shackleton
left in Government of Uruguay Trawler last evening for
Elephant Island reports by Wireless Telegraphy this morning
fine weather six knots

Young.



Navul Wireless Station,
Falkland Islands.

June 20th 1916.

List of Stores and provisions supplied to Sir Ernest
Shackleton,Antartic relief expedition,from H.M. Naval
Store Falkland Islands, June 1916,

150 lbs.3 cases chocolate
37 cases biscuits. 2172 lbs.
4 500 lbs.drums sugar.
1 50 lbs.teacase
4 192 lbs.cases coffee
21 bags haricot beans 370 lbs.
1 bag Marrowfat peas 100 lbs.

540 lbs.3 barrels rice
2 Jars Lime Juice 2 gallons.

160 lbs.2 kegs Oatmeal
200 lbs.1 barrel Salt.

coil manilla rope 2n.. 113 fathoms.1
1”.. II itit tt n 113it1

50 gallons.drums vacuum oil.2
drum heavy mineral oil 25 gallons.1

300 Coal sacks.
70 Tons Coal from s/swBritiah -Transport.”

4 service revolvers Mark 6.complete with holsters and belts, 
numbers.138090;187982,188174,188504.

108 Rounds Ammunition for same.



9

BY NAVY WIRELESS.

Sir Ernest Shackleton to Governor.
Received 24th June, 1916.

Stopped by ice unable rescue expect arrive Sunday afternoon
advi.se no one outside Colony is there war news.

Shackleton

Please have light on Pembroke to-night.
Shackleton

advi.se


CABLE

GOVERNOR TO SECRETARY OESTATEA
Sent 2oth Jj^ie, 1916.

JIBOSA U1WERHEV.CN SHACKLETON RHYTHMICAL PORTSTANLEY. MORENESS
OXIDENTO ICE TERCETARIA REACH ELEPHANT ISLAND AND RESCUE

YOUNG.PARTY

25th June With reference to my telegram 18th Jund Shackleton
returned to Port Stanley this morning owing to ice unable
to reach Elephant Island and rescue party

Young.

y

U1WERHEV.CN


ZZ 16.July 1st

Copy.

The British Minister.
Monte Video.

expert opinion has been given me that repairs made

Shakleton.

requires a new crank;this would mean a months 
delay at the least,therefore I advise'hrer return to Monte Video.

on engine can only be guaranteed for 10 days.
The

Please communicate immediately to Uruguayan Government That
I am reluctantly compelled to give up a second attempt with the
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While Shoakleton reports that trawler is not fit to go south
again commanding Officer reports necessary repairs have been
made and he awaiting instructions. Uruguay Government
is somewhat embarrassed and hopes Shackleton and Officer
will consult together and decide what is to be done.

Opinion of expert trawler is not fit to go south again
Shackle ton went to Sandy Pointonly temporarily repaired.

to suggest trawler should beby last mail. I venture
ordered to return to Monte Video

Young.

JcIBbr)

British Minister Montevideo to Governor Falkland Islands. 
Received 2nd July, 1916.

Governor Falkland Islands to British Minister Monte Video 
©ent 5th July, 1916.



9 61 /:;

k
to Harding, Port.Stanley.

Punta Arenas wires tell Governor Port Stanley

have found good oak auxiliary sealing schooner. Am advising

London. Have you any messages for me. Please reply by Naval

Wireless care Pacific Company. Shackleton

Copy of Telegram received at 8.42 pm. on the 7th July,1916 
from Monte Video, dated 6th July, 6.50 pm.

Macstaple.



Cable.

Governor to Secretary of State.
Sent 7th July, 1916.

JEJUNE NESS UNDERLAYER SHACM2ET0N AT PUNTA ARENAS REMUGIREM
HAS POUND GOOD OAK AUXILIARY SEALING SCHOONER SILVERGRAY
HIPPOLOGIA MAKE THIRD ATTEMPT RESCUE PARTY ELEPHANT ISLAND
YOUNG.

7th July With reference to my telegram of the 25th June
Shackleton at Punta Arenas reports by telegram has found
good oak auxiliary sealing schooner. Hopes to make
third attempt rescue party Elephant Island

Young.



Gove mire nt Hou se 9 S tanl ey •FALKLAND TSLATOS•

20 7/1S 11th July, 1916.N a •

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge

the receipt of your letters of the 6th and 8th
June, and t o thank you or your courtesy in
forwarding to me copies of your despatches
to Sir Edward Grey f on the subject of the
proposals and kind offers it&df for the relief
of 22 inof.Verc of Sir J:'. Shackleton’s
xpe ;X.it ion on 1’1 ephar,t laiand•

I have the honour to bet
Sir,

Yo v r &io &-1 o b f; a i e n z-,
hiunble servant,

/ »

Governoi'.

JHo Excellency

Sir ho^inald Tr>%ert £.C.M.G«

&c • 9 v-c •^.c. 9

vtjihos Aini's.



Radio 12.5 "Orita"p.m.

To Governor, Falklands.
Received from Govt.Wireless 13.7.16.

Sailing South tomorrow July 12th wooden schooner
great hopes return here first.

Shackleton.

/J"



Governor to Secretary of State.
Sent 14th July, 1916.

UNJ3SSIROUS SHACKLETON LEFT PUNTA ARENAS JEMINI IN SCHOONER
FOR ELEPHANT EAS HIPPOMOLGI YOUNG

With reference to my letter 7th July Shackleton left Punta
Arenas 12th July in Schooner for Elephant has great hopes

Young.

h'l /' n
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THE SHACKLETON PARTIES.
■

MEASURES

1

j

I

A
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Th© Admiralty yesterday issued the following:
The Committee appointed by the Admiralty ; 

to advise his Majesty’s Government as to a relief 
expedition in search of Sir Ernest Shackleton : 
and his parties met continuously during the : 
middle of May, and on the 20th of that month 
presented a report embodying their recommenda
tions in regard to the search of the Weddell Sea. 
The Antarctic ship Discovery was selected to be 
at once manned and equipped for two years; the 
search was to be conducted by the ship during 
the navigable season of 1916-1.917, and a small 
but experienced party was, if possible, to be 
landed to winter and search the coasts by sledge 
journeys in the autumn and following spring. 
The ship was to return to the Weddell Sea the 
next navigable season, 1917-1918, to re-embark 
the land party and, if necessary, to continue the ! 
search for the remainder of that season.

The recommendations of the Committee were 
approved by the Government, the work was put' 
in hand and was in full swing when the unex
pected but most welcome arrival of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton at the Falkland Islands on May 31 
put an end to the need of the search expedition. 
Since that the Committee have been occupied in 
advising as to'the rescue of the 22 men left at 
Elephant Island; this Sir Ernest Shackleton , 
himself will undertake, in the vessel generously 
put at his disposal by the Government of 
Uruguay.

With regard to the Ross Sea the rescue of the 
men left ashore, when the Aurora was blown , 
away from her winter quarters at Cape Evans, ■ 
will be carried out at the end of this year in 
the Aurora with the co-operation of the Govern- i 
ments of the Commonwealth of Australia and the 
Dominion of New Zealand.

FOR THEIR RESCUE.
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Buenos Aires.

<5

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servant,

|^)y.
No. 282.

cP\

two failures of Sir. S. Shackleton to reach Elephant 
Island, they had determined at whatever cost, to utilize 
the experienced hands in their service towards effecting 
the rescue of the twenty-two men stranded on Elephant 
Island, but that, since the publication of a telegram 
from London announcing the departure of the "Discovery” 
compels the Company to desist from their intention.

From various conversations with Mr. Enrique Berduc, 
a member of the Board of the Cia. Argentina de Pesca, and 
Captain G.J.Nunes, I am satisfied with the sincerity of 
the project to which reference is made in the enclosed 
letter.

I am sending copy of this Despatch and its enclosure 
to the Governor of the Falkland Islands.

August 13.

4 SER1916

With reference to my Despatches Nos. 216 and 217^ 
of June 6 an 8 last on the subject of the proposed expedition 
by the Compania Argentina de Pesca to Elephant Island 
to rescue the members of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s party, 
I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter 
which has been addressed to me by Mr. M.Pasman, Vice 
President of the above named Company.

In this letter Mr. Pasman states that in view of

The Righ^t Hon.
Sir Edward Grey Bart K.G. M.P 

etc. etc. etc.



r:
BUENOS AIRES.

Sir,

With reference to my Despatches of June 6 and 8

dealing with the projected expedition by the Compania

Argentina de Pesca to effect a rescue of the stranded

members of Sir Ernest Shackleton's party on Elephant

Island, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of

a Despatch I have this day addressed to Sir Edward Grey,

from England, the Company have at their regret desisted

from their intention.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your Excellency's most obedient, hudble servant,

t ■ J

*
■rs

His Excellency
The Governor,

Port Stanley.
Falkland Islands.

I ’ 
4

reporting that, in view of the departure of the "Discovery"

August 13th, 1916.

4 SEP1916J 
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Government House, Stanley*
5th September, 1916.Mo, 207/16.

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter of the 1.3th August, and
to thank your F?xc'’llency for th copy of your
despatch .to Sir Edward Grey, forwarding a copy

letter from the Conpania Argentina de Pesaa
on the subject cf the kxpedi t ion they were

thep r p.. r r' d t o v n d e r t a k e
Shackle t on *s xarty onmembers of Sir '*rnest

• 1 e x A i a n t lol an d.
I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Yc-vr Excellency’s most obedient,

)

Pis Excellency
81 r Be r. i nal d To we r, K. 0. M. G.

^c., &c • ,. c • ,
His Mr!tannic 'ujnoty's ^nvo,y Extraordinary

and inI ster Plenipotentiary,
Buenos Aires.

A

of

numb1e servant,

/J
6ov-ernc/r.

iif a

for the r li^f


