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attenti n v;a recently clmn by the 'orctoy of iuo
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about to vicdt any ay the regions in the Antarctic

i£nA.ciM t'-.^ contra- of the Gov«-.?n;.iorit of the Falkland

l^:; Indication ■-.:>' the -rinciple^ to *>e

chcsorvc’d by- ther^. in the mh.tt*p.

j

Sir9’

Your i?.ost obedienti

.
.

I-

servant^

1-

X '■‘-c.vc t'ec honour to
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MEMORANDUM.
NAMES IN THE ANTARCTIC.

Notes for the guidance of Explorers and Cartographers.
1. It is customary and natural for an explorer to suggest names for his discoveries, 

but in general an explorer should not suggest a name for a place hitherto unnamed 
unless it is an important geographical feature or unless it is necessary to refer to the place 
in the original reports, sailing directions, charts, or maps of the expedition. Features 
should, if possible, be fixed before they are named.

2. The choice of a name requires careful consideration, and due regard should be 
paid to the possible advantage of one which is descriptive rather than personal, particu
larly where such choice is likely to be of help to future voyagers. Well known names 
of territories, mountains, islands, etc., already in geographical use, should be avoided, 
even though qualified by adjectives such as new, north, little, etc.

3. The ultimate responsibility for the adoption of names of places suggested by an 
explorer should rest with the administrative authority of the territory in which the 
places are situated. The names suggested, together with the reasons for suggesting them, 
should be communicated to the administrative authority with a view to their official 
adoption, if approved.

4. As a general rule, new or altered names should not be suggested to take the 
place of names already in common use.

Should it be found on examination, subsequent to the original discovery, that a 
geographical feature differs materially from thoifirst reported, and its name in conse
quence unsuitable, a new name, if necessary, should be submitted to the administrative 
authority together with a statement of the reasons for such action.

5. In the selection and final approval of names, regard should be paid to euphony, 
brevity, and appropriateness.

6. Where more than one name has been suggested by explorers for the same place 
or geographical feature, regard should be paid to authoritative priority of discovery.

7. It is desirable that a map or chart accompanying the first account of an
exploration should bear a note “ The new names on this map (or chart) are those 
suggested by and that other maps, or charts, compiled from
various sources, should indicate the source of any recent names not yet approved by 
administrative authority.

8. It is desirable to avoid inserting new names, other than British, on charts or 
maps of newly explored British territory, but circumstances may arise when an exception 
to this rule may be made.

9. It is desirable, in the interests of uniformity, that before any suggestions for new 
names are finally approved for places and geographical features, the administrative 
authority' should obtain the views of recognized scientific and geographical authorities 
within the Empire, and should consult the Hydrographic Department of the Admiralty, 
regarding suitability and prior claims.

Polar—(C. 14906/21). 75.



193/34.

3rd December, 34.

I aia directed by the Acting Govex'jaor to transmit
to you, for your information and guidance, two copies of
a Memorandum drawn up in the fora of "'Notes for the
guidance of Explorers and Cartographers", which has been
approved by His Majesty’s Government in the United
Kingdom and accepted by the Royal Geographical Society.

I am,
Sir,

al Secretary.for Co

r
Sir,

Your obedient servant, 
//.

J. Rym.il!, Esq.,British Grahamland Expedition, STANLEY.
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ANTARCTIC NAMES
1st Meeting.

1938.

present :-
Chaiman Rear-Admiral J. a. Edgell
Foreign office Ur. 0. G. Fitsmaurice.
Dominions office l-r. R. R. Sedgwick.
Colonial Office Mr. a. Bevir.
Australia Mr. J. d. l. Hood.
Ilev; Zealand Sir Cecil Day, C.M.G
R.G.S. Hr. Xu Hinks.
secretary Captain 0. a. G. Hutchison, R.N.

uwss of the .?.p-:e?zhg .

Agenda:-

(1)

(3) whether any alterations or additions are necessary.

(3)

The Chairman requested the Secretary to read to2.

cartographers”•

Mr. RyrailVs names (See Enclosure No. 2) and3.
3 and 4 were then examined critically; the

given in this Enclosure wore accepted with thenames
following exceptions;-

Hap 2.

Map 3.

L

Which of the names proposed by Mr. John Rymill, 
of the British Graham Land Expedition, shall be 
accepted for putting on charts and maps.

Stella Creek to be called Stella Inlet. 
The Sound to be omitted.

the Committee ’’Notos for the guidance of explorers and 
(See Enclosure No. 1).

Maps Nos. 1, 2,

’..'/hat names previous! 
or Zilkins 1929-30,

Ly given by Charcot 1908-10, 
in this area shall be accepted.

. , C.B.E.

, C.B., O.B.B

7th April,



Map 3.

4. The Qonimittee also reached the following
decisions with regard to existing names on the charts about»

which some doubt existed.
(a) (names taken f 2? onChart Ho. 3. to J-.)

Decisions.

Dannebrog Is.

Booth I.

Hovgaard I.

Wedel I, To be spelt Vodel.

Girard Bay Omitted by P.ymill

Port airconcision

Vieugue I. to have

Ci'andidier channel

per in Head Accepted.

(b)

(1)

(ii) Evensen Bay should be called Auvort Bay.

(iv)

(c)

Old Home.

Pillar Peak.Markham I.

Cape b'eildeok-Rousseau (Bat.66° 101 S.) should 
be called Cape Evensen.

These names were not 
discussed.

Gee paragraph 4.b.iv.
See paragraph 4.c.ii.

To be called Dannebrog Is.

To be Inserted on large scale charts.

To be written on charts Booth I.(Wandel I.)

To be inserted as in Chart 3175.

Proposed map of Ting George VI Sound.

To be the name given to the coastal channel between 65° 15* S. and 66° 10’ S.

(iii) Cape Evenson (Lot. 66° 20’ 3.) should be Gape Be Hue.

Gmail harbour onG.E. side ofPeterman I.

To be called Hovgaard I.

As it in undesirable that charcot’s name 
■’Waldeck-Rousseau" should disappear, the peak 
called by Rymill "Pillar Peak" should be 
i*enamsd waldeck Rousseau Peak.

The Corrsnittee considered that Cape waldeck^Rousseauj 
Evensen Bay and Capo Kvensen as shown by Rymill 
did. not conform to the positions which these names 
occupy on th© existing charts and they therefore 
decided that:-

The final He?J 
an acute accent.
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(c)

(i)

(li)

Chart Ho. 4.

(d)

Capo Laines.

Npny gjoixL

(e) Antwerp Island to be called Anvers Island.(D
(11)

Admiralty Charts to be expunged.

(lv) Schokalsky St.

(v)

Hatha Bay to be called Hatha Strait comparable to Pendeton Strait.

Othei* names on Admiralty Charts south of 65°S* to be retained.

kJ-.
.■

:

The Committee decided that the naming of the Biscoe Islands should he as follows:-

Names otherwise as shovm on Map No. 3 except that the name Markham I. is to be omitted except on large scale charts where it may be retained in order to be uniform with the Bailing Directions.

Two questions were left outstanding for the Ghairraan to discuss with Mr. Kymill and the following decisions have been taken
position assigned by kymill is incorrect. The Cape next to the northward in Lat. 67° 42’ S. to be called Cape Laines.

I JJ

The group of small islands in Lat. 6-5° 28’ S. to be called the Hartin Islands.

Chart No. 1.

Charcot’s Neny Fjord is really a 
glaciated valley, there is 
therefore no appropriate fjord 
in the exact position; in order, 
however, to keejj the name given 
by Charcot, the fjord to the 
southward shall be called ITeny 
Fjord as arranged by Rymill and 
the name Square Bay shall be 
retained.

», Gordon Bennett Island, 
Guernsey island and all Wille ins names 
south of 69° S. to be expunged.

(iii) Faille res Coast and Loubet Co?, st shown on



HHnclosure No. 1.

HAKSS TH THE AtlSAHCTIC

•t

unnamed unless it is an important geographical feature or

unless it is necessary to refer to the -place in the

the expedition.
before they arc named.

2. The choice of a name requires careful
and due regard should he paid to the

possible advantage of one which is descriptive rather
than personal, particularly where such choice is likely to
he of help to future voyagers. Tell known names of

already in
even though qualified•!

little, etc.
The ultimate responsibility for the adoption of3.

names of places suggested by an explorer should rest with
the administrative authority of the territory in which the

The names suggested, together withplaces are situated.
the reasons for suggesting them, should be communicated to
the administrative authority with a view to their official
adoption, if approved.

altered names should4. nevz or

common use.
Should

I

charts or maps of 
features should, if possible, be fixed

It is customary and natural for an explorer to 
suggest names for his discoveries, but in general an 
explorer should not suggest a name for a place hitherto

conside rat ion,

F

should be avoided,geographical use,

original reports, sailing directions,

Notes for the guidance of 
Explorers and Cartographers.

by adjectives such as new, north,

As a general rule, 

not be suggested to take the place of names already in

territories, mountains, islands, etc.,



F7
if necessary, should

be submitted to the administrative authority together with
a statement of the reasons for such action.

In the selection and final approval of names,5.
regard should be paid to euphony, brevity, and
ap propria toness.

6. Where more than one name has been suggested by
explorers for the same place or geographical feature,
regard should be paid to authoritative priority of discovery.

7. It is desirable that a map oi» chart accompanying

the first account of an exploration should bear a note

’’The new names on this map (or chart) arc those suggested

by and that other maps, or charts,
compiled from various sources, should indicate the source
of any recent names not yet approved by administrative
authority.

8. It is desirable to avoid inserting new names,
other than British, on charts or maps of newly explored
British territory, but circumstances may arise when an
exception to this rule may be made.

9. It is desirable, in the interests of uniformity,
that before any suggestions for nev; names are finally
approved for places and geographical features, the
administrative authority should obtain the views of
recognised scientific and geographical authorities within
the Empire, and should consult the Hydrographic Department
of the? Admiralty, regarding suitability and prior claims.

t?.
j

Should it be found on examination, subsequent to 
the original discovery, that a geographical feature differs 
materially from that first reported, and its name in
consequence unsuitable, a new name,



Enclosure 0.

•thr m;cfntihr iolamdr.

Mock Channel The Buttons

Stella Greek Anvil Rock
'..' into r I s land The Three Little Pigs

Channel RockSkua Island
Indicator Island Leopard Island
11 or seshoe Islands .Finger point
Crotto Ialand Black Island

■ Comei’ Islands Black Island channel
Thumb Island The Round
Shelter Islands Coi’nei* Rock

3howIng ppy tion of Graham Land Coast•Map ,3*

Sharp PeakHoltedahl Bay
Sphinx Island Round Island
Fish Islands Hummock Inland

Runnelstone RockJagged Island
Oat IslandMutton Cove
Lix&rd Islandpenola n t r?ii t
Grin RockFrench Passage
Qedgea ReefPillar Peak
Lummus ReefTurnabout Island
Black RockTurtle Island
Woolpack IslandTrump Islands
Black HeadExtension Reef
Bigo BayDodman Island

Map No» 4.

. .... ...' ■ - • ... ~~

I 
1 
! !
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I

F
1 
I g£E. BRITISH GIUHkM LAIE) EXHSITinN 1934-57.

r(ev? names appearing on Map No<_..2>

list of by



Map No* 4 > The Southern, Base

*Debenham Islands Refuge Islands
Meny Island Pourquo! pas Island
Square Bayi Ridge Island
Centre Island Dog’s Leg Fjord
Broken Island Camp Point

Ilorsehsee Island Black Thumb Mountain
'The Narxwvs

-Tied Rock Ridge

«»Cape oeremy -Margaret Goodenough Glacier
*Hount Edge 12, -S cav/a -d Mount a ins

Courtmild Glader *Gape Nicholas

Depot Point Schmidt Glacier
Survey Mountain ‘-Bougies Range
Salvesen Glacier Breach Glaoiei*
Black Cape Pyramid Cape
K inns a r G la c ie r Ba'gBhaw Glacier
Spiky Range Cape Ablation
Bongra in Glac ie r Lester Glacier

Lecointe Pointr’onyon Range

Fossil GampArctowski Glacier
spiral Glacierprickly Range

;/ilkins Glacier Junction Glacier
^Batterbee Mountains Kemp Glacier
GGourdon Peaks

Map No, 1,

-

I

:-i$

F
Proposed Map of . King George yI Sound.



1. PW'IAL. MAP 0? QHAHMI IMP,

Mushroom Island Windy Valley
Terra Pivma IslandWordie Shelf lee

I oun t wake field.

2Those names marked with an asterisk in the
other lists also appear on t> is map.

J
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GOVIDRJTMFJTT IIOW1,

STANLEY,
1938.

?To. 105

i have the honour to acknowledge the receipt

ti'ansmltting a copy of a note of a meeting f the
. nt arctic TTnmes Subcommittee held on the 7th of
April to consider the acceptance of certain names

together with
copies of the maps referred to in the minutes of
the meeting.

I have considered the proposal© to the2.
subcommittee and concur in their adoption.

s

sir.
Your most obedient, humble servant

H.2..

in the Falkland Islands sector*

F
Sir,

23rd June,

4/ of your despatch Ho. 30 of the 20th of May, 1933,

I have the honour to bo.

THY RIGHT HOHOURADXJ]
MALCOLM ILVCWuJJ), 

3BCRRTABY Cl? CTATH GOLOftlMS.


