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I asked A.0. to give me his views on sheep ailments

which has produced the following thoushtful and useful
comnentary. Please file & B.U. i.d.c.
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1. Yes. 30 far as I kxnow the whele of the Islands
Sihemerce. Trom Sheep Seab and Sheeh Licel o Ba SGIENSSIN S
infection whici iIs liable to rrecur in epidemic lora on
an odd sheep or so 10 - 15 or 20 years alter the last
incidence in a distriect was observed.

24 Otier remediable sheep afflications here are:-~

IZxternally, keds, or sheen ticks, which I maintain
could be exterminated Island by Island by repeated dipping
and reveuted gathering and re-gathering until all Cauans'
last stowvaway sheep Lad been found and eliminated as
carriers, by-passing the din. Initernally, there are
intestinal, stomach snd lung womas and cysticelus, cr the

Interesting. ( cyst forn of the tape worm in dogs, the latter show no
symptoms in the live sncep, but can be controlled by
dealing strictly with 211 dogs; excent wnere tnere are
foxes to continue the wormns life cycle in.

Then also there are navcouparatively exnensive but
effective serums for vaccinatory prevention oif Pulpy
kidney, Lamb Dysentry and other bacterial Inte¢stinal
Infections.

PintPdisease so prevalent in young sheep, strictly not
a disease but a putritionul deficicengy and remedied by
cobalt and other trace minerals beins fed or injected in
asgimiliable forin.

Blindness., Periodic Cpthalinia or ioon hlindness
affecting the eye is not over comnon now but was hLroublesome
in past years and is likely to be of higner incidence in
dry years after much burning; when it may be epideunic
through individual flocks. It is usually only lemporary
but not curable and tue casual organism is unitmown. But
this is not so serious us wool blindness, hardly a dis-

Yonge at Fenton ease, and most orevalent in Corredales. The rewmedy is
Station has eye locking and it is capuble of being bred out by
done so? selection.

Other visual defects in sheen here are cataract and
somet lmes myocpia with or without astipgmatisin.

I have seen sheep here with Facial Tcezewma, actinomy-
cosis, which is bone enlargement generally about the
head caused by a universally present soil bacteria; and
stomach cramps and digestive disorders, nmore precvalent in
the late winter and early spring due to sheen being then
forced to eat prass which they eschewed earlier in the
year, or round setilements in pedipgree rans and pets
Dy having in that season to nibble closer to the roots
and with mud at a maximan the dirt intake 1s the cuuse.
MHixed with other debilitating factors such as damp
and chill & high incidence of these complaints is always
co-incident with the thnaw ol snow.

A higher plane of nutrition would mitigate this.



Is this gener-
ally practiced?

1078~ sl alfal aets\ehn
a menace?

Seoticemia from cuts is not over cominon bhut does
oceur-esmecially in fat aninals including sunplenentary-red
imported rams teo which it is a great danger.

Gtherwise, pnewionia is a wuch greater killer after
shearing is irremediuble in npractice, but In theory would
yield to treatuent with sulphaer drugs. lore cover,
covered tally pens and care such as nutting AT kTSl
back in the shed overnight on bad eand wild nichts reduced
the incidence which is generally the result of a chill.

Caseous Lymph adenitis could be reduced by better
hrgiene in lawb-marking and dealing with shesr cuts. Tt
camot be cured anl is of 1ittle conseguence until
export of the infected carcass to the United ¥ingdom is
desired.

BRenttiieresyis also 8bmel postpabtliniparal ysisSrhiell
wnilst ilselr in most caseés 1is only temmorary in effect
due to the compressing or bralsing of an anterior nerve
or nerves in the act of znarturition and so-hardly to be
classed 45 @ discase; 1s never tie less scrious here as it
renders botn ewe and lumb very vulnerdbdle to vird attack.

This repori on dis Rl g s WEIl e I
would like it and to adu ]Dte’bot I attach a pancr on
susiralian  field Ressarch which forwgolMExocritent
I had though: lent itself ito investigation here in
respect of some of these disguses,

Fra e SR hlTn sk bt VKON St LaablEeL We) bl LT - Gl
is mixed rather over strengslh arnd mest fermersare con-
scienticus in the work. Jnat I am dissatisfied With is
the low standard of gatnering and tre percentase of siigey
N @it uehlnd cr jnlssed In these woihgrs wity IEab and less
back gathering beins dong. {Lebour shortage is the
CaUSE ). Thus undinned sheep left in, I wogla venture So
bold as to say all camps nullifies thne cars in dipping.
Furthnermore the dips on many silall Islands are poor and on
outer islands such &s the Fasons no dipning is done at =zll
but ticks do not becouwe epidemic on the sheen tliere as

lonz as they remaln over Tat,

L. Yes I have read iWr. Norris' very interesting
book and think it & most comwmndable text book for its
gimplicity in 1dnguare and style and the ease or under-
standing the Author's thoughts.



A

®

: 4N GO

4.0's paper is very interesting. I hesitate
to sdd anything on & subject in which I am soO unqualified.
Clearly shortsge of leshour is at the root ~f most of the
troubles. Also,though I know it is s remark easily and
l1ightly made, the nurlity of the individual farm lahourer's
work is not what it was. This is true not conly of farm
labourers.

5. There is snother noint which I »ut with even greatsr
hesitancy. Heving regard to the pasture on the average farm
here, that farm can only supnort a certsin nurher of shsep.

~he numher might differ according as to whether the farmer

is working on a wool sconomy or a wool and meat econormy.

Is it true that if a farmer consistently schieved lamh
rarking Tigures of cover 1077 he would find his frrm over-
stocked with sheen 7 TPnssibly this is truve on a woonl sconomy,
though it could not e, imrecine,on a wnol and meat aconomy.
If it ie true,the incentive to guard sheep in the JdifE=rent
Ehaesawtatiedrs 1ives from all, the, 1lls and zecid=nis gl el
A.0.has noted,nlus the others like drowning in ditch=s,is
less insistent. In such circurstances losses which mizht
otherwise he avoided or minimised =re regresttahle hut not
ruinous to the farmer. Only if they wnuld he ruinous to him
would he tske stens to shviste or minimise them,since those
steps fre going tc cost quite s 1ot off money,howsver degirahle
they may he in theory.
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