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Put Cut. Iogsets follow- £44'7s lLoszs Deduet sheep dis- Resnaining o be Fumber put Lunaccounted
ing year. gTwesn marg-~ posed of during put out :if no out follow- SRR
inE-% Minping. IR e e Y oo T L L ing year.

034,806 148,510 LBy e H5,203 708,107 63l, oov 121,747%
o1, 00U T Tmile D7 2 74,472 582, 560 6uo, 670 754,883
6US, 675 117,956 125,454 67,574 874,555 606, 521 68, Uod
UG, 521 126,045 17, 648 35,401 7TC8,698 95l , 400 VR
021,405 155,805 145,211 DS i "l 5lo,Lda 104, 00%
0ls, 0o 125,10z 188 3859 So,0682 530, 229 U6, 882 70,347
6C6, 882 ABE AL SR 140,852 03, X€ 692, 636 o038, %14 83,722
608,914 158, 204 LI, TS 59, 28¢ 685,803 013,767 71,0350
615, 767 flaie] S ] 140, 362 53,03 7 0 G i@nb 014,976 85,020
614,575 (G lnSi7ed | 140,652 §90 05 684,021 807,291 78,750
1o¢,410 s, o s 035,124 3,984,790 9,141,849 844,959
Note. As some 6,047 sheep have been imported

during the above period, that number

should be added to the totals in

columns E and G making the total loss

849,000.
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The attention of 3ll sheep owners should he very
foreibly drawn to the very high mortality among sheep in
the Colony and the general absence of well sustained efforts
on their part, with one or two very croeditable exceptions,
to improvement in the camp by draining,bridging and
opening of ditches to reduce the enormous losses that occur
annually.

On the ground of humanity alone there would be
no difficulty in urging those responsible for the sheep
industry to take all feasible steps to protect their flocks
from death by neglect. In a petition addressed to the
Secretary of State a few years ago the following words
were used with reference to the mortality on cne of ths
farms "The sheep died a slow death from starvation, lying
on their backs and sides unable to get to their feet
without attention. Gulls, hawks and other birds take out
the eyes, tongues and entrails of sheep lying helpless."
It cannot be said that this picture is exaggerated.

Apart from this, however, it is urged strongly

that economic reasons demand in the interests of the farmers

and the Colony that intensive efforts be made to deal with
the avll to the full extent to which conditiocns are
capahle of improvement.

The Government is doing all that l1lies in its power
for the improvement of pastures by seeking for a free grant
of £20,000 from the Imperial Government for research and
experimental work to this end. It is only right and proper
that in their turn farmers should devote funds to the
purpose of bettering camp conditions for the shesp,

A table which is annexed has been prepared to show
from the official returns supplied by farmers the actual
extent of the mortality among sheep over the period of ten
years from 1923 to 1932 inclusive , The number "unaccounted

/ for
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for" is shewn at 842953 during this time. In other words
wenily, B¢

some 84300 sheep are lost annually, or over one million

shgep every twelve years. The average annual death rate

is 13.70%.

Now all farmers ascribe thelr main losses to ditches.
To tﬁis may be added bad or inadequate shepherding gnd this
not least to shepherds recelving insufficient supervision
and being frequently taken away from their flocks for other
duties, On one farm where the death rate was previously
13 and 14 per cent the farm wmanager has been able by hard
work and constant supervision of his shepherds to reduce
this figure in a few years.to but Ilittle over 7%. There
is no apparent reason why the general death rate should
not be brought down to one half of what it is now.

It is difficult,if not impossible,to chalilenge the
statement that those persons resvonsible for the maintenance
of the sheep industry who consistently neglect their
pastures and staff their farms inadequately are harmful to
public as well as private interests, and this note is
written in the hove that it may not be found necessary to
consider other measures for dealing with the situstion.

An apalysis of preventible losses which may be
taken as not less than six to seven per cent of the present
general death rate suggests that it would be sound economy
fior, fer™lat speedEd branch offfhedworlk cnvevchRyviNtdnmSRe
consist of an annual programme of draining, ditching and
causing improvement generally by labour specially employed
for this work., It is admitted that such imprcvement can
best be carried out during the "season", that is to say at
a time when all hands now usually carried are fully engaged
in other esssential work.

If as 1s sugpested 42,500 sheep could be saved every
year the net saving would amount to £17000 taking the value
of a sﬁeep as 8/-, There can be no dispute that by clearing
ditches and draining the mortality would be very gresatly

/reduced
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reduced. The sbandard payment for such work is 1d a yard
and twenty-five miles could be covered in a season by two
men working together at a cost Including bridging of not
more than £10 a2 mile. As the mortality loss on a farm
carrying 25,000 sheep is at least £1000 a year it cannot
be said that too great a demand is mads ori the farming
community, if they are pressod to give serious consideration
to the adoption of an annual camp improvement programme
and the employmwent of additional labour for that purpose.

At 2 time when there is considerable unemployment in o
the Colony which is largsely due to labour imported to work
on the farms it 1s particularly incumbent on sheep owners

to offer employment for work of economic valuse.
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T em directed By the Zovernor o transmii for your

information the agcompanying copy of a note on the high

ck

mnortality rate of sheep in the Colony.

I anm,
Sis,

Your Obddient servant,

colonial Secrstary.

T™e HManager,
parwin Harbour,
Eest Falkland.

Tor Addressees see OVelrly




. ﬂpmtod’ Wiske - Co Ligde m Uare.
; o  Paliclerd Inlands.

impten-er ICth. is% e

Bir, ; :

I e to scimowled e the receipt of -our leiter of Awmst “rd
accampanied - note on the hish morialit: rave of sheep in the
golon o :

Shile oeriainl: e resin; that the mortaliis rate 1a hish I venture
to malze the foliowmins remarbsy :- :

I. Bhesp cni zeyu down on tvheir 'scim mdl at s certain
perléd of the wear, nomelr Iram the Hesluming of Coteder teo the
time they sre rowht in to He shorne
¥rom the Isi Cetover to the 1I'th Ravenher —~ Lhe lauiin: sessan -~
tt tx weuel on the majority ef farmik to Pni ertre mem out
shepherdins. ¥rem the I"th Mevemver up to the i{ime the various
fiocks come {n for shearins si least ~ farmws on the hest,inclmding
syrselver, leave ghepherds oul 1n the camp until much time sx the
tio2im ther are lacking afier coue to the shed,

I cennol sa> thal this is & joneral proctice on most stations,am
sone farvers pminiain iLhat their sheep do not cast “adly and to
lenve their shepherds out in the camp durins shearins would notu e
econoeatcul.

14 im certainl: 8 fact that the rature of the mround has & ot e
do wtth sheep ceasttng and on vet hish compmm ther do not cet dewm me
madiy a8 on herd low cemwds.

“s» Persameliv I shemid not sgori’e the EpIn icmses to “ed
ditehes "ai would say 14 18 mero or lems evenl: dimiri’uted mmony: .
the feilowin: caumea 3= . 203
Seather conditions, “ad ditches, old aid pecr sheep put out in
April which shogig e culied, lamhs merked tn larre cuta snd in oid

law; merking pens, cesting, and no dow’t in some ceses “ad and
insdemmte shepherdiny.
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Averaze fomses on this ferm for the last three vears which mirht e
of interest are an follows :—q

Loss on all atock fram April Iat ~ ¥mrch “iat ( ene vear; etween
_~ 16 and H; per cent.

ﬂi,. Less in lams “etween lamh markinc snd dipping ~ I8 per semts
Loms in wethers “etween dippin: and shearins {.e. ';ﬂnter amd
sprinz lama ~ . per cente
. lems in hegneta ditte ~  per cent.

Leas in “reedins ewes ditte —~ I6 per cemte
lesz on all stock ditte -~ © per cente

it 48 hoped to reduce the lems in lamiz “et®een ianm> marking aod
digping ©r moving old isah wariting peans, Tfoncing ofT the ewe camps
inte smellexr “Hlecsm, ard almc Hv disching, snd woriz on these lines
hap aireadr “een cemmenceds

Se An snuuedl Progresre of divehing snd draintng on all iaree
would certainly “o saund scaney Hub it woeuld appsar rather day:tiul
Ihefher 1t will helw to moive the unempicmment probilemn
§1> men heve recvsntly refussd ta come here to de ordivars jarm
verk an & 1Y ther wili not do this L de not suppere thesy mould ha
agroeahde o iive out in & tent for 7 or 4 menths and work
continuaily at ditehing and drsininge
¥en ditehing on centroct at i€ per yard ahould s mble vo mmils fyrem
ITy ~ 26/ per dar, Mving in & tent and vaying for their o food‘;
matten of counrme helrs provided rree.
Genersiiy speaising this im » little less thsn men wauslly make at
sontrect fencing and a iitiie more than on conirmct peat cuttinge
Nearly aill the dtiching that has ween doue in the Golonr in the past
haa “een at the rete of § d per ;ard and ¥azes.

4. The ene and oniy resson why lahour hes been imported Inte the
Ootony i3 the refusai «r men io leave Staniey te work In the cempl -
Ghen I fipmt went to Neorth Arm in I522 I found 1t impowsibie to get
1son}l mels: to come there andl in consequence the Usmpsny faperted i
hbﬁrora frem Englande Three of theme have married and settled dewn
in the galany snd the remsining five have returned to Engidiiand’;

I ESg
The Smouresle Sir, ,
The (olentel Becreterv. Yeur abedient mervant, H O Ho g



235/35.
24th Sentenber, 354
ity
I am directed by thie Governor bo acknowledge the
receipgt of your letter dated tue L0th of September, 1935,
@é:l/; and to thonik you for your vealusble contribution to the

consideration of the importunt subject of the hizgh

mortallty anong shecd in the Colony.

I em,
Sl

vour obedient servant,
et
e Ry,

Colonial Secretory.

H-C [} Hﬂl‘ﬁiﬂg, ESq- ’
Hill cove,
vesat I'alkland,



Port Stephens Station
West Falkland Islands.

16th September 1935

Sir,
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your lestter
235/35 23rd Aug, 1935 and also the booklet re, improvement
of grassland for which I am very grateful,
RAIRY

Yours faithfully

The Hon, Colonial Secratary,
Stanl ey,
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Re.f’ 235/35-
@rus . 25rd, 1935,

o

Roy Cove,

Falkland Islands,

Sept, I9th,I935.

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of Aug, 23rd and its accompanying circular concerning
high sheep mortality in this Colony,

With reference to this circular it would be interesting to
discover the source of some of the statements as set down by
the author, No doubt there may be some farms in this colony
concerning which the clrcular does not overstate but to
managers of well run farms it reads as a mis-representation
of facts giving an incorrect appearance to any person not in
close touch with the sheepfarming industry,
I take this opportunity to state
a few facts and figures concerning Westbourne Station ( Roy
Cove) during the last ®%wo years,
TOTAL annual percentage loss; including lamb mortality between
marking and dipping,also all other causes of mortality:.
Season I1933=34....4000000.. 4,96 %-
(U STO U - 2Rt o i D
Since I took 6ver this farm in Sept,/33, over 7,000 yards of
akehkmg ditching, and Jjust over IO miles of subdivision fencing
have been pald for and I have a further eight miles of Tencing

on order, In consideration of these facts, which are
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avallable in my stock books for verification, I can only
regret the apparent veiled threat contained in paragraph 3
of page 2 of the circular,

I would further point out that the improvements just ment-
-ioned have been carried out at no small expense with wool
markets still maintaining a low level,

My personal opinion as an employer of labour in the Colony
is that the men at present out of work in Stanley are for
the most part both incapable and unwilling to work in the

camp,

I am, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Manager, ¥
Estate Bertrand & Felton
Roy Cove,

The Hon,Colonial Secretary,

STANLEY,



235/35.,
30th Sentember, 304
sir,
I em directed by the Covernor to acknowledge the
recelpt of your letter deted the 19th of Sevtember, 1235,
and to say thet your comments asre considered as super-
ﬁuﬁijﬁ” fluous ass though the Ciroular hed a8 a routine metter to

be sent to gll Stetions it should have been obvious that

it was not of application to the best farms.

I am,
slr,

Your obedient servant,

Colonigl Secretary.

Sydney iller, Isq.,
Roy Cove,
WEST FALKL/AND.
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The Hen. The Cclonial Secretary. w20d.Qetober...19 35.

SAN CARLOCS,

aEORGE BONNER. FALKLAND ISLANDS,

Coloniil Secretury's Office.
Stunley.
Sir,
I have to acknowledge your letter of ‘uwg.23rd,No.235/35, with

accompanying note cn the high mcrtality rate of sheep in the Cclony.

With reference to the luatter I beg tc advise you that for the last

three years the average annual mortality rate on this Station amcunts

tc 7.27 %, und the death rate has been on o steady decline for the last
ten years, culminuting this last season with the oxtremely low mortality
of 5.73 %.

I presume therefore that the remarks contained in your Xmtitex note dc

nct apply to the station ¢f which I wm Manager.

Until better general methods in sheep furming wre practised throughout
the Colony and, in particular, greater attenticn paid to "eculling" wnd
systematic "weeding ocut" of ¢ld stcck, I question the stutement that

the annual wortality could be halved by ditching alcne.

My personil bhelief is -~ that it is the lack of an cutlet for surplus
stcek which leads to much bad farming being practised.

If there was & reasonable market for Cast sheep it would encourage
farmers tc get rid of old stcck which wre kept at present, and there
would be a decrease in the annual mortality at cnce.

This farm disposes of 3500 to 5000 head snnuelly, and if there is no
market they are "killed for skins”. To this systematic "culling"
we attribute our low death rate, but nuturally we greatly desire a
more profitable outlet for surplus that what is usually obtuinable, and
T am convinced it would bhe of enormou&obe%qg%ghygfthe local Sheep

A\~ Aar

Industry in generul. MZB8815. GEORGE BONNER

- W Manager,

I huve the honour to be Sir,

Your chedient scrvant,




255/35,

1st lHovemnber, 35.

gir,

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge snd

to thank you for your letter dated the 2mnd of October,

\ 2% 1935, and to state that thoush the Circular referred to
G%EEL’ g hed as a routine mgtter to be sent to all Stations it

S is obvious that it was not of application to farms on

which the mortality is very low.

i &,
5ir,

Your obedlient servant,

(4 ]

i _",_-

F| (/%
yin
|

colonlal Secretary.

J. F. BOImer. };:‘i't_;rl .y
San Carlas,
} |E1L::L4rt‘ .J ISLA. Jl-)‘ .



Roy Cove,
'est ‘alizlsnds.

¥ov. 2nd, 1935.

I have tiie honour to acitnowledge receipt of your

\ﬂsraZBS/ letter. of August 21st and to thanic vou for the Agricult-

ural htnokXlet contvalinel thsrein

v letter of 12ta Septedber - was wriitten in an

intentional soirit of helpn and I regret the wording of

}43573 S’ el 235/ 5B e (50 thiSeptemben; an  aregount o Sris L
-~
! acknowledge receipt of vour other circular concerning

sat'e, efisstores (M. P4, -28/35) 'and ‘refraln fron coiment

lest my Information azain be -'sunerflous®.

ey, Siiley

Your ovedient sevvant,

lianazer,

&

State 3ertrznd 5 Felton.

Tie ‘on. Colonial Secretary,

4z

TANLZEY,
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.‘, Punta Joyola

Th= Honourable, RIO CARMEE RS
The Coleonial Secretary, ARGEITEIIA.
DORT ., STAREEY. 27+th DecembeT . WEHOL

FAXLAD ISTANDS.

Near -‘la. ;s
3 think it right that special attention %ve paid %> Wis
reellency the Jovernor ‘s ncte with regard to the beitter workiag of shes

%ud e i el Qodeny . B I8 ot viatter of eonmmos: ¥nowledge ,that oreat amn

inereasing losses are Trought atout,by sheep dyiaz on thelr omcLu,by drow
ining in ditches ,and bad streams where 0o qridjes are availalle for the
sheep srossing,in particular , vheu released from shearing and dipnins

—ain *

ILls aleo Well Enown tha’ awidyging 9% et o Qi
many farmz. Tn fact over o year 250 A consideralle nunber of long ncles o
20 feet in lengih were obtaizned from the Weatern channels of speolal wood
for wridges on Teddell,but shorily afiter beins landed.the whole consigrigars

was accldently destroyed Ly fire., T put thias exaunle on record to show thi
set backs we commonly exrperiehce on TIslands »ud cther isolated ploces.
The Pallland farmer has to foce an exceptionally hard
2limate almost too severe for sheep. Continual rain for long periods do=a
great harm to stock rwuch more than is generally imown. It is act oulsy Thigh
the gheep hag to lie on wet jround at night;but the fleece becomes Jat""avw

and remzains in that state for a loug time. ILambs die by the score Tien
lambed o1 cold vet prounds:every shepherd iz familiar with this feature i
farming.

A numbher of years ago sheep farming was tried unsuceessfully in the
Wlestern channels as far north as chiloe. Nany thousands of pounds were .
invested by the Limited 7Jomp anys concerned; but all to uc purgose. The
sheep imported from Magallanes all disd after a time. The farms were aband.
evantually, and the mewn i charge returued to Punia Arenas - one of them ¢
2 very .ractical scotch ahe'herd from the Palklands. The enterprise railen
it will be asked Why 9 Decaunsge the clinate was too wet for sheap,nd the
arundant coarse grass uutlrely unsuitacle for almost any animal. Thisg
gpeaks for ifself,and may well be borne in mind Yy the Falkland farmer:;who
versists in over stocking,to the detriment of the whele colony. Too many
ghegp on the land means less wodl not more 2?29 Grass Laud vhile Y el g
opfiiliead e 1l Telaad takes yesrs b0 recover; thel remction® is increditbigpSson!:
The first ;earé growth being barely visidle,scedless,and weak. Tightness i
stocking rust he followed for geveral years after thevspellingnrocess is
sone. croci toother Sast i gfaatiion. oft the svmer. Ten this Jonevw Sdeeratestimss
thank HQtULE,Sblllgthe best schoolmaster in the Colonyi for teople employad
in the Jazy .

Thile resideat on eddell for a year, T lvad the opportunify of seein,
a numbsr of o0ld account books describing the guantity of tallow exportegd s+
the time a Graseria wag there;the weight of tallow per sheéep,as wall ag tho;

bousht from other Islaunds. It was a revelation at the time. Nothing more
was needed o nrove the manicn destruction by overstocking,and its contis
for 20 yeara. The boiling down Plant on Weddell was sold for an old scng
and, I thiunl still exists,at Rio Verde,Magallanes;where it was grofltaulJ
employed for MRy yeaTrs.

I am to uacloqe a few photo ﬁ&uo show His mxcelleucy the goveraor
a, very amall portion of ocur work amidst wmek and difficulties on Beaver L and
Veddell. Tusaack plantations buildiag,fenclugpmud, gorge work czinat_ve geop,
T ave the hononr,ta he.Your obnk . Qe rvant OF gt 1

T8 ?_1'
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235/55 AT
8th “arech, 58,
Sir,
I an direcotel by the Governor Lo acknowledne
‘/;2{/ﬂ fllﬂ, the reccipt of your letter dated the 278 of Decenber,
/
= o — s )
i 1935, and tc say that Dis fxeelleney hins read your

letter and seen tie nhotosraphs which sogompanied
it with preoat intercat,

2. T am %0 add that His Bxeellerncy hpoos fo
vislt weddell Island at an egrly date o see tne
improvemeais there of walch ilis Izeellency has heard

mal ¢

Youy obeilent servant,
f&ag oM
__—'—"'"_-
=

Coloninl Cecrotary.

Je MHamilton, 48qe,
runta Loyolae,
Rioc Gellegos,
ARCENTII ..
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runta Joyola

RIO GALLEGOS.
The Honourable,

ARGENTINA.
The Colonial Secretary,

ITth APRIL 1956,
Port Stanley,

FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Dear Sir,.
I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 5th
Mgreh,and to thank you very kindly for same,along with the enclosed
photegraphs:cf work partly carried out on the Islands,adjoining the
Weddell and Beaver Island properties.
It gives me much pleasure to hear that His
Excellency the Governor intends paying the Islands a visit. The imp-
rovements are as a matter of fact much exaggerated;mainly by the peop
enmpleyed in planting and other work. Our great help was the"Penelope
and the "Weddell" without these useful little crafts to bring plants
and supply accomodation to the men,our work would net have availed
very much. I was 11l served by some of the workers,and being from
the Coast was a difficulty,but on the whole the majority of the men
served me very well,and I cannot complain of them. We should make
a large allowance for the isolated life on these Islands with
town or villzge to visit during the long winter months,when
plentiful and time hangs heavily on their hands.
I hope his Excellency the governor as well as
your gooed self are in the enjoyment of good health,and that everythin
goes well in Stynley,and the mere distant parts of the Colony.
I am,
Yours faithfully.

no
money is



