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Observations on the presence of Lice in Sheep e

on the East Falklands.

I am of the opinion that the appearance of lice in some of the flocks
in the East Falklands is largely due to the climatic conditions and the
presence of infection in the mountains. Severe weather in the late Winter
and early Spring directly and indirectly through the state of the pastures
affects the condition of the sheep. Sheep in poor condition usually have
a dry skin and a dry skin is a favourable habitat for parasites.

Dipping with Kymac paste dip is praclised to combat Ticks. For this
purpose the dip is very eifective but it tends to lighten the fleece and
the reduction in weight of wool is due in my opinion to a decrease in the
amount of wool fat.It is probable that this dip contains a large
proportion of alkali and a high percentage of alkali in a dip would tend to
reduce the amount of wool fat. The quantity of wool fat present in a
fleece is almost always in direct proportion to the healthy condition of
the animal. Skin exXcretions are some of natures defences against external
parasites and skin affections. In the Falkland Islandsthe severe weather
conditions and the use of Kymac dip reduce the strength of these natural
defences. The difficulties of making a clean gather in the mountains and
the lack of boundary fencing keep alive a source of lice infection in
these areas. Effective shepherding however ought to prevent any serious

outbreak even after a severe Winter.
In New Zealand despite active measures to combat lice they have not

been eradicated. In this colony active measures would necessitate
expensive fencing in the mountains and the double dipping of all sheep.
The weather conditions would render double dipping difficult. The sheep
would either be in hand around the settlements ( if holding paddocks wers
available ) for a period of ten to twelve days or they would be turned
back on their own ground to be regathered about a week later. If the
weather conditions prevented the second gathering within the period of
double dipping the effectof the first dipping woul;*Aiminished and
double dipping from the second date would require to be carried out.

This double dipping would require to be carried out in the Spring and in
the autumn and it is difficult to predict what effects would be produced
on the wool clip. Double dipping would certainly produce a high death rate

and if such measures were adopted the percentage loss in some instances

would reach double figures.



an outbrasak of lice if not controlled would decrease the station's

wool chpip . The loss from a two percent infection would be small and
it is doubtful if that would be greater than the loss from a two
percent tick staining. The loss in revenue to the colony would be
negligible. It is therefore every manager's duty to check any infection
as it appears by dipping the infected flock or if that would be
inadvisable as in the case of ewes to romove the infected run them
through the dip and segregate them until clean.

If drastic measures were adopted on a station where there is
the possivility of infection ( a station with an open mountain boundary)
a much higher percentage of sheep would be killed by dipping than would
be infected by Lice if the flocks were effeciently shepherded. To the
dipping death rate must be added dipping exXpenses and fencing costs
and th@s the total cost of adopting drastic measures would far out-weigh

any loss in wool from a odd affected sheep.
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