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769/22.
9th iloveriber, 22.
81,
7 an dlrected by tho Governor of the
alliland Islands to aslh you to be good chnough to
Purnigh me wlth such informaation as moy be available
on the followuia: polata :

(1) How far tho measures taken by tiwe “overmaent
of Now %caland to prevent the spread of llco
in sheep have proved ceffcctive aﬁd whcther
it has been possiblco cntirely to get rid
off licc.

(2) tiwethor oxperinonts havo been carried out
under Jovernment supervision with rogard to
tho officicncy of (a) soluble and (b)
ngoluble sheep dips and if so vhat 1g the
maximun nuiboyr of sheoep for which the same
mixture of insolubleo dip is considorod to
romaln officlont .

2. Thego points are of consideranble importance
to tho industry of this Colony and i would be very
grateful for any information you may be able to
glve mo in thils matter.

I am, 8ir,
The liinlgter of Agriculture, Your obedient servant,

Ijow Zoaland.

2 'Saébi H. Henniker-Heston.

Colonilal Soceretary.
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Office of Minister of Aariculture,

WELLINGTON,

Tha volonial Secrstary,
Solonial Secretzry's Office,
Stanlsy,
PaLEKLalD IS3LaLliDS.

Desar Bizr,-

dith refexsnce to your letter of the 9th liovembaz

last in whigh you sask certain information rasgarding me&surss
taken by the UsW Ze2land Govervmant to prevant the spread of
lice in sheep, &nd enquiring whether expsrimants hava bsan
undazr taken with regzaid to ths sfficisncy of solubls £nd

insoluble
follows: -

(1)

(2)

snaap dips, 1 now nave nlasswra in advising as

Ur to the present it heés not bssn found possible %o
1id ths country entirely of lice on shaeep. Rogulsr
dipping, &t lﬁagt_onee a ysar, i3, howevei, nowWw a
paxrt of ths Faiaffez fsrming practice in this
Dominion, s it is zsalised that by kesping pira-
sitas iz check batter flesces &nd betlser carcéses
ara produced. The atteched bullatin (Ho. 7) gsats
out the provisions of the stock Act realating to tha
dipping of shsap.

This Daper tment has not carriad out eny sxperiments
to test ths rolative officacy of solubla &nd
insolubls dips. rrectically the whola of the
mizturses usad in thils countrzy ars propriatary

vreparations, £11  tho'rlagding ‘or amdSN=tiai ol ien)
&g thoronghly efficiant when used exwceily according
to the makars' directions. Some Of tRass manu-

fecturars (notably wm. Cooper & Hephsws Litd) have
carrisd out & great amount of research work in this
diresction a2nd as their products arae satisfaciory no
Goverwment experiments have bosn found nacessary.
Ifagoluble dips composed of tobacco, lime, etc. fre
nog usad to any extent in this country.

4Sithe maximum numper of shaep foxr which the sume
nixture of insoluble dip will remain afficient, this
enguiry no doubt refers to the ordinsry dips in uss
in Kew Zealsnd, in which (bota poisonous &nd non-
poisonous) there is a certzin emount of insoluble
matter which ¥egulres to be'kept in suspension,
qnclos? hexew1tg notaboogs issuwad by the makarsg of
Gooper 's and Quibsll's Dirs (two well-knoun
brands) which giva the exazct information deg
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far as these two particular dips are concernsd.
Without knowing whet dip is usad at the Felklind
1slands it is inpossible to advise on this point
in genorsl terms.

4 copy of the "Journal of agzricul ture" of January,

1621, is also anclosed. This contains a useful

articla on sheap-dipping by wr. ®. Liackonzisa,

Your attention is dirzctsd to tha statoment mads by
br . kieckauzis regarding the necessity for a second dipping in
ragsid to sheep affectad with lica,

Yowrs faithfully,

&

N Pl e
| Wkl (Wi~

7éviginistex of ngricultura.



Departiment of Hgriculture, Victoria. 2

L Melbourne, 27th. June ..,...v:192 3.

The Colonial Secreteary,

STANULEY, FALXLAND TISTLANDS.

sir,

I very mrch regret the delay which has occurred in

replying to your communication (No. 769/22) of Sth. November
last end now have pleasure in furnishing the information asked

for:=

1. The measures tsgken to prevent the spread of lice in sheep
have heen effective to a considerehle extent but it has
not yet heen proved that it is poss ible to entirely
sradicate the prest.

2. No extensive experiments have yet been carried out by the
Govemment Departrment in Victoria but it is proposed to
estanlish & set of exmeriments on Dipplag during the
forthecoming season.at the Departmental Research Farm and
keep acourate r ccords of the results of using various
soluble md insoluble dips, ané information thereon will
be supnlied you later if deéesired,

In the mecantime I mgy state that s ma jority of the more
careful sheep-owners use one of the poisonous {powder)
dipping preparations compounded on an arsenical basé:
these may be called insoluble though 1t is c¢laimed by
the manufacturers that, granted careful and proper
mixing as directed and frequent stirring the wash in
bath with a "plubhger" whilst dipning is in progress, only
8 very small percentage of the arsenic is not in solution
as the sheep go through.

The general experience of Officers of this Dlepartment and
also information given by sheep-owners on the subjact,
goes to show that the results obtained from the use of
the poisonous dipning mixtures are, by far, the most
satisfactory, be ing so much more permanent in their
effects than the liguid non-poisonous mixtures.

I am, Sir,

Yours obediently,

DIRECTOR OF AGRICULIURE.



