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Stanley,

Oatober 5th 1922,

The Honoursable,

The Colonial Seoretary,

Stanley.

sir,

we, the undersigned, residents in the tomn

of Stanley, have the honour to submit here, for the con—

sideration of His Exgellency the Governor, a request
that he may inecrease the acreage of the Crown grazing
lande popularly known as the Cormone.

It is generally admnitted that the pcciidiar na-
ture of our sountry - the absence of roads and of
facilities for travel — creates a demand in the towm
for the private ownershnip of horses; and also that,
from the faet of there being no milk supplied to the
town from the surrounding country, there arises a need
for the keeping of cattle by Stanley housahclders.

That His Excellency fully recognises these facts,

we are assured by the kindly interest he has already

The Stanley Cattle Owners Association,



displayed xp_the welfare;g; the Cattle Ownhers Assooia—
tion. But we feel that whilst the extent of the land
set apart for pasturage for the animals owned by towng-—
people is kept within the present limits, the results
are likely to bes very dliscouraging.

The Common is already greatly overstocked. This
gtate of things results in a heavy deatl rate among the
cattle during the winter months, and causes great suf-
fering even to those animals which survive. It would
be all to the advantage of the public if it were possible
t0 encourage the kseping of still more animals, and to
offer facilities for their being provided with suffice—
ient food.

We respeastfully beg to suggest, therefore, that
His Exeellency may consider the possibility of increas-
ing the extent of the Jommon to three times 1t§ Pres—
ent acreage. It is highly desirable that the addi-
tional land should be as near the present common as
pogsible; in fact, it would be a great advantage if it
could be actually adjoining. However, as the neligh-
bouring lande are small holdings, and their conversion

would mean depriving the occupiers of their livelihood,



we fesl we could not advoeate such a move unless it were
possible to allot other land by way of compensation.

We have no doubt, though, that onece convinged of
the nead for a larger gormon, and of the advantages whigh
the community would derive from its possession, His Exool—
lenoy will find a way of overgoming the difficulty.

We have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servants,
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26th Octobor,

Gentlemen,

I am directed by the Govornor Lo
sclmowledge the rocoelnt of wour letiteor of the
5th of October, on the subjoet of an increase
in the scvoage cf the Common, and to Inform
you thal the matiter is having [ls Tuicellency'ls

careful attontion.

ki

ar,

Gentlemon,

-

Your obadient scrvant,

H. Henniker-Heaton

golonial Gecretary.

mho Stanlcy Catile Ovnerg Lssgoclation,

Stanloy.

o
]



The [[ONe

Stanloy Cattle Owners Association,

ecrotary,

Stanley.

i

S

(C

3rd January, 25.

Sir

k-1

In continuation of my lettor lio. 725/22 of
tho 26th Octoboer, I il dlrectod by the CGovernor to

inform you that ilig Xecollouney rogrets that it is not
possiblo to hold out any nopo to the users of the
conionn pagsture of an Increage in tho svoilable avea of
the cormon, which has been estimeted at 5,000 acros.
“he average number of animals dopastured annvally isg
not more than 260.

2. There arc hoviever numerous natters in
comngetion with thie common and the improvement of the
feeding which arc of deed concern to the gtock owners

resldent in Stanley.

3. Tho Govornor isg of opinion that it 1z deosiipw
able that the stock owners should have a direct voice
in tho managerient of the common. i am to enquire
whether 1t will meet with tihie wiahes of the residents
in Stanley i the control of the common for purposed
of pasturage 1g handed over to a body composed of five
nembers electod by thic rateopayers and twe Govermmond
representatives. It is proposed that thils body, with

ita electlve majority, should recelve all pasturage

fees,




foes and should be respongible for the upkeep of tho
division fonces, and, genorally all nattors in
connection with the foeeding of stock depastured.

™e presont rovenue from grazing liconces ia about
£140 per anmui. Tho only Government measure of
financial control would it is suggested be by audit,
but it is not nocegssary to go furthor dnto details of
the proposal pending the roecoipt of tho views of

yowr Assgoclation on the question.

Your obedignt servant,

H. Henniker-Heaton,

Golonial Secretary.
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The Honourable,

The Stanley Cattle Owners’ Assoclation, ‘f
Stanley, (5

R AT January 26th 1923%.

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
Your communication of the

2d inat., and in reply beg to state
that a public meeting waas convened oh the 24th inst. in order

that the letter might be submitted thereat.

After a discussion on both His FExeellencyl!s reply to owr
requeat for an extension to the common pasturage of Stanley, and
his suggestion as to the management of the common, the views of

the meeting found expression in the following resclutions:

"That this meeting learns with regret and extreme dissatis—
faction His Excellency's decision in the matter of a pro-

posed extension to the common pasturage of Stanley.”

"That the idea of elective representation on a local board
veated with real authority appeals strongly to this meet—
ing, and that we should welcome the inclusion of certain
O0f our members on such & board empowered to legislate on
matters relating to the common pasturage of Stanley, and

authorised to apend certain public monies on the improve—
ment of the Common. But that we dc Mot deem it vprudent

to assume the responsibiliity of lssuing licenses and col-

lecting fees and generally enforcing the observance of
L]
the regulations.

I am,

S8ir,

Your obedient Servant,

s Xolloe

Hon. Sec.
The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.,



30th January, 23,

Sir,

I an directed by itiie Goverzwor te achunomledge
the reeceipt of yowr letvor of the 286th of Janusry,
conveying ivio resclubions paasod at a public meeting,
with referecnce Lo the propoced increagse in the Cormon
and measures for ting conuirol of the Common pasture.

2 His Ixecellercy is of opinion that it would
serve to remove misapprehensions on this subject and
would facilliate considerstion i a nwmber of ropresont
atives of your Association were to have an intervien
witi: hime. I anm therefore Lo invite your Associntion
to send repregcntatlive moerbersa to Government Ilonse

at 6. 30 pm. on Friday the 2nd of FPebruary.

Se I am to request the favour of an carly
reply.
1 &y,
Sir,

¥our obvodlent sorvant,

H. Hermiker~Heaton

The Honry. Sccrotary, Colonial Secrotary.
Stanley Cattle Owners Ascociation,

Stanisy.

-



Cattle 6wners dsscciation

-Stanley,

2nd. February .1923.

The :Honourable ;%
The :Colonial Secretary.
Sir.
I have the honour to ecsnowledge the:
roceipt of your letter of tne:30th. January, Anf.to inform
you that a deputation 8f five :have been appointed to meat:

His Excellency at Government House; at 6.30pm this svening.

1 heve the honour to be:
Sir,
Your obedient servant.

VR A /4

Hon Secretary..
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MEETING HELD AT COVERNMENT HOUSE ON THE
2ND FEBRJARY, 18923.

..............................

On Friday the z2na of Iebruary, 1luz3, His Excellency the
Governor wet at Governuwent House o deputation from the
Stanley Cattle Owners Association to discuss the question
of the enlargewent of the Comson which had been raised in
recent correspondence.

The deputation was couposed of Messrs J. F. Suwers,

V. A. H. Blggs, A. Lellwan, W. Sedgwlck and J. Davis.

The Honorary Secretuary of the Asscciation (Mr. lellmsn)
in reply to w Question by the Governor stated that 18 had
attended the Public leetlng on the 24tnh of January, anu 20
the deefing of the Assoclation on the 1st of February.

The Governor expressed the opinion that the attenuiance wus
Suill 1T the questlion was 0f very great iwportance fo the
people of Stanley.

Mr. Suuweers sald that 1t was always a great difficuity to
get the people of Stunley to atiend ueetings.

His Excellency drew attention to the terws of the first
resolution forwardea in the letter frow the Association aatea
the 26th of January, and expressed regret that the expression
"extrewe dissatisfucilon" nud becn used.

His Excellency asked Mr. Suwuuers, Chairwan of the Cattle
Owners Assoclation, what were hls personal grounas for extreme
dissatisfaction.
dr. Swuwers statea that he had no personal grounds for extrese
dissatisfaction but that the people of Stanley had for a long
tlie wished anu expected an extenslon of the Couwsson. He adaec
that so far as he knew no representatlons on the subject had
een wde previcus to the letter of the 5th of October, and
no extension haua ever been promised.

The other uenbers o the ueputation stated that personully
they had no grounis for extrewme disatlisfaction and that they
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agrecd wlth what Mr. Summers had sala. Mr. Blggs adaed

that he thought that the land in the vicinity of Stanley

wag not put to the best possible use and that this applied
also to rural lanis; he cowplained that during the war
resiaents in the Cawp were able to obtaln in Stanley supplies
of laported butter and wmilk at a time when resiagents in
Stanley were unable to get elther.

The Governor inforued the deputation that he had
endeavoured to trace out the history of the Cowuon frou
Official Recorus ana that he wished 10 glve theu a swauary
of the history so fur as he haa been able to discover it.

In 1845 the Governor proclalwmed an area in the nelgh-
bourhood of the town of Stunley to be Cowwon Land with the
view of "Apportioning equitably wwong the scttiers anu
pensicners the privilege of grazing cows and horses'.

The cowmnon included (o) the "howe portion® which was a tri-
angular shaped area of ahout 800 acres "iwwediately in rcar
of the Settleuent" anu which was intended for cows and

(b) the "large portion" at a "aistance of two wiles®
(including oody Valley) which was intenuea for horses.
Each householder in Stanley was allowed grazing for two
anlugls.

There were at the tiae three herds of dairy cows :

(1) A considerable nuuber belonged to Mr. Whittington

who was tenant of the Government Furm flount Williaw)

(2) 20 cows on Iot 1 Sparrow Cove * distant 4 wiles by

water and 15 wiles by lana®.

(%) 20 cows belonging to Captain Sullivan, R.N.
Captain Sulilvan protested against the action of the Governor
ana addresseu o meworial to the Secretary of State. Earl
Grey approved of what hau been uone and In his despatch
No. 70 of the 1llth of July, 1850, sald " So far as regards
future grazing of the Comwon I think 1t advisable to lay
down the Rule that each householder should have the right

(which/



(which it seews 1s now enjoyed) of feeding two aniwals and
1f there e any pasturage to spare beyond the quantity
required for that purpose it should be let by nublic compet-
ition, the receipts, whatever they may ke, frow this service

teing lald out in draining or otherwise luproving the Cowmmon.®

In 1854 the Governuent entered into an agreeuwent with the
falkland Isluands Cowpany to lease Hookers Point ana the
Peninsula on certaln cenaitions as to the supply of beef %o

Stanley and the establishient of a dalry.

A cowsonage Ordinunce was introduced into ihe Council on the

20 th of Deccumber, 1858, hut was not proceeded with.

In 1858 in order that the *herbage and tussac mlght recover
i1ts growth" the lease of the Peninsula ana Hookers Point
Was cancelleua anu the Falklana Isianas Cowpany were granted
& lease or the "Governuent Fara" "bounded on the South by
the sea and Port Harriet, on the West by the Governuent Wall
extending frow Port Harriet to the suwait of Mount Williaw
andt on the Horth by & line from the swaunlt of lount William
to the swuwit of Sappers H1ll and thence to Hookers Point.
The lease contalned conditlions as to the supply of oeef
to Stanley and the Governwent reserved to ltself the right
to grant licences for the grazing of 20 aniuals "inslue the
Coverment Wall" on puvuent of a fee of 10/- a year the rent

for the farw being reduced by the wawount recelveu for licences

The *Covernuent Farw" continued to be occupled successively
by the Falkland Isianas Cowpany and Captain R. C. Packe.
When the lease explred In 1865 the "Goose Groen® cortion

appears to have been used as cowmon land for Stanley.

With the object of prowcting the general Interest of the
Colony as well as supporting the equitable cluaiws of the

less fortuneate uand prosperous portion of the commnity

Governor/




Governor D'Arcy, in 1875, leased the following suburban

lands

(a) Mount Williaw to Mr. J. C. Dettleff who had 110 head
of cattle

(b) The Peninsula to Mr. J. Saith

(c) Moody Valley to Mr. Coulson.

Captain R. C. Packe feelling aggrieved by the Governor's
action addressed a petition o the Secretary of State to
which there were 28 slgmaiories whg, "with one exception,
were employe's of Ceptaln Re2€. Paclke, The Felklamd Tolanas

Couipany =nd lr Dean.

Messrs Coulson, Dettleff ana Sulith adwregsed o circular
petition to the Secretery of State which was signea by
"seventy three indepenaent persons®. The counter petition
stauted that the interests of the ceople had not suffered

from the lease of the suburbun lands in guestion.

In transwltting these weworlals to the Secretary of State
Gesgnel Olhzcyesg@aerped Mo the wincigage ™ I fhe  selcereRl
revenue of the Colony which hau resuiteu froa leasing the
lands and stuted that

(1) Although Hoody Valley had been proclaized comwon
land by Governor Rennie in 1849, it had never been
used by the pecople of Stanley as 1t was too far from
the town heing 3 to 6 wlles distant.

(2) The people of Stunley only used"Goose Grecn® which
was better land.

(3) "Coose Green" had been given as couwwon lund insteaa
of Moody Valley in 1865 and huid been usea by the peopl
of Stanley since that tilue.

(4) "Cooss Green® was "the lurgest Cowwon in the world™.

Note: At the interview on 2Zna Iebruary, 1H24, reference
to (4) wus oultted by error.

The/




The Secretary of State approved of the actlon taken by the

Governor in leasing the suvurban landsg.

In course of tlwe the animals grezing on the Cowwon becaue
a nulsance by straying into the town of Stanley and on the
Suburbzn Lend which hao been leased and 1t becaue necessary
t0 fence the Cowmuon. The Poundt Ordinance of 1893 providew
that on paywent of a llcence fee for each aniwed the owner
shouid be entitled to mainitain such aniual on the fenced
lana known as the Comwon lying to the South of the town of

Stanley. The fee for a cow or horse was fixed at 10/- a

war .

The Pound Ordinance was repealed by the Trespass Ordinance
of 1504 which proviaed that the owner of uny aniual found
on the CowwoOn, upon @which a licence for hnud not been pald,
should be liable to a fine of ten peunds (£10). The fee

for & cow or horse reuained the suzre as in the Pound Ordinance

The Governor stated that the foregoing vias a sumary of the h
history of the Commen s¢ far as he had bsen able to trace it
from offlcial recoxrds and that for the year 1923,71 resldents
In Stanley had taken out llcences for 189 cows, 38 yearlings,
30 horses and 3 oxen: that of the 70 resicents who had

takKen out licences 30 had more than two aniawls each.

The Governor askeld the wembers of the Deputeetion whether
having regari to the inforumation which hec been glven to
thewm they censldercu thet there were grounds for the

expression cf "catreme @issutisfuction” in the lestter of

the 26th of Januury.

Mr. Swuwers stated that personally he thought there were
no grounds for ulssatisfaction and added that if the
history of the Couwion as now given had been known the
expression would not have been used. The other members

of/
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of the Deputation agreed with what Mr. Suwsers hau sald.

The Governor rewlinaed the Deputetion that recent sxpsniliture
on the Ceoawon haa been conslderable. £278 hud been spent

on uralnage and over £300 on repairs of fences: that a further
conslderable swa had been spent on planting of tussac in oraer
that a supprly alght be avallable at tiues when fransport by

sca becuwe difficult.

The Governor enguired whether the Deputation hud any rewmeaial
weasures to suggest but they were unable to put forward any

progosals.

the

ct

Mr. Suwuaiers stated that wilth regerd to the proposawl tha
control of ihe Comuson for the purposes of pagturage should be
hanaed over to a Comslttee, of whow the wjority should be

elested by the ratepayers, the Comgittee would not ot able 10

-~

eollieet the fees for pasturage.

The Governor stetea In conciusion tihwet he believed there ws

Y

an lupression that therce were Crown Lenus near Port Harriet
which wmight e wade avallable as pasturage for the resiaents
in Stanley but that he wes not aware that there was any land
in the vicinity of Port Hurriet which was not unaer purchase.
His Excellency added that even 1 land were available its use
for pasturage must e considoered separwtcly froaa the guestion
of the extension of the CounCnage @8 such a proposal would

affect the general revenues of the Colony.
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Viith refevonce to the meetlng which took
plece et Government House on the 2nd of Pabruary,
betwreen the Governor and the members of rour
aggociatinn., T am dirgcted by Mig Exeellisrcy ©9o
enclode horewith a nole of the mrocesdings for

ﬂ”f,,z”“uy your perusal and revision.

2. £t the meeting vhen referring to the lease
of Moody Valley in 1875 His Lxeellency omitted to
mention thaf Governor D!Arcy stated that the cormon
ae then defined was the "largest in the world'.

p

3. This statoment hag, however, been recorded

in the note.

Sir,

Your obsdient servant,

H. Henniker~Heaton,

Colonial Secretarv.

mThe Hone Secrctary,
stanley Cattle Owners Assoelation,

Stanleoy.




Staniey
Falkzland Islands.

17th. April 1923,

Sir.

T am directed without comment to acknowledge ‘the:
receipt of your letter .of the 16th.February No.723/22.
and notes of the proceedings of the meeting held at

Government House :on the :2nd.February.

I am,
SThre

Your obedient servant.

¢ 2H,
@21 AL L Peiter
Hon Secretary,

Cattle ‘Owners Association.

The Honourable :

The :Colonial Secretary.




