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Th© Stanley Cattle Owners Association,

Stanley,

October 5th 1922.

The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.

Sir,

We, the undersigned, residents in the town

of Stanley, have the honour to submit here, for the con­

sideration of His Excellency the Governor, a request

that he may Increase the acreage of the Crown grazing

lands popularly known as the Common.

It is generally admitted that the peculiar na­

ture of our country - the absence of roads and of

facilities for travel - creates a demand in the town

for the private ownership of horses; and also that,

from the fact of there being no milk supplied to the

town from the surrounding country, there arises a need

for the keeping of cattle by Stanley householders.

That His Excellency fully recognises these facts,

wo are assured by the kindly interest he has already



I

But we feel that whilst the extent of the landtlon.

set apart for pasturage for the animals owned by towns­

people Is kept within the present limits, the results

are likely to be very discouraging.

The Common is already greatly overstocked. This

state of things results in a heavy death rate among the

cattle during the winter months, and causes great suf-

It wouldfering oven to those animals which survive.

be all to the advantage of the public if it were possible

to encourage the keeping of still more animals, and to

offer facilities for their being provided with suffic­

ient food.

We respectfully beg to suggest, therefore, that

His Excellency may consider the possibility of increas­

ing the extent of the Common to three times its pres­

it is highly desirable that the addl-ent acreage.

tlonal land should be as near the present common as

possible; in fact, it would be a great advantage if it

could be actually adjoining. However, as the neigh­

bouring lands are small holdings, and their conversion

would mean depriving the occupiers of their livelihood,

displayed in the welfare the Cattle Owners Assooia-



we feel we could not advocate such a move unless It were

possible to allot other land by way of compensation.

We have no doubt, though, that once convinced of

the need for a larger common, and of the advantages which

the community would derive from its possession, His Excel­

lency will find a way of overcoming the difficulty.

We have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servants,
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723/22

22.

I am directed by the Governor to
acini' wledge the receipt of your letter of the

on the subject of an increase
in the acreage of the Common and to inform5

you that the natter is having His Excellency’s
careful attention•

H. Henniker-Heaton

colonial Secretary.

Stanley.

Gentlemen,

26th Octobers

The Stanley Cattle Owners Association.,

Gentlemen,

5th of October,

I an,

Your obcdlent ervant,



723/22.

23.

In continuation of my letter Lio. 723/22 of
I am directed by tho Governor to

inform you that His Excellency regrets that it is not
possible to hold out any hope to the users of the
common pasture of an increase in the available area of

'/he average number of animals depastured annually is
not more than 250

There are however numerous matters in2.
connection with the common and the improvement of tho
feeding which are of deep concern to tho stock owners
resident in Stanley.

The Governor is of opinion that it is desir3.
able that tho stock owners should have a direct voice
in tho management of tho common. I am to enquire
whether it will meet with tho wishes of the residents
in Stanley if tho control of tho common for purposes
of pasturage is handed over to a body composed of five
members elected by tho ratepayers and two Government
representatives. It is proposed that this body, with

should receive all pasturage
fees/

Tho Hon.

Stanley.

i

ecrotary,

its elective majority.

tho 26th October,

3rd January,

Stanley Cattle Owners Association,

Sir,

which has been estimated at 5,000 acres.tho common,



2.

fees and should bo responsible for the upkeep of the
and, generally all matters in

connection with the feeding of stock depastured.
The present revenue from grazing licences is about

The only Government measure of£140 per annum.
financial control would it is suggested be by audit 9

but it is not necessary to go further Into details of
the proposal ponding the receipt of the views of
your Association on the question-

Sir,

rH. Henniker-Heaton,

Colonial Secretary.

i /

division fences,

I am,

Your obedient servant,



As s o cl a t i on ,

\

Sir,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your communication of the ?rd inst., and in reply beg to state
that a public meeting was convened on the 24th Inst, in order
that the letter might be submitted thereat#

After a discussion on both His Excellency *s reply to our
request for an extension to the common pasturage of Stanley, and
his suggestion as to the management of the common, the views of
the meeting found expression in the following resolutions:

” That this meeting learns with regret and extreme dissatis-

” That the idea of elective representation on a local board
vested with real authority appeals strongly to this meetr­
ing, and that we should welcome the inclusion of certain
of our members on such a board empowered to legislate on
matters relating to the common pasturage of Stanley, and
authorised to spend certain public monies on the improve­
ment of the Common# But that we do not deem it prudent
to assume the responsibility of issuing licenses and col-

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Hon. Sec#

faction His Excellency's decision in the matter of a pro­

posed extension to the common pasturage of Stanley.1'

The Stanley Cattle Owners 
Stanley, 

January 26th 192 3.

looting fees and generally enforcing the observance of 
the regulations."

i The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary, 

Stanley.

I



723/22

23.

I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge

with reference to the proposed increase in the Common
and measures for the control of the Common pasture.

His Excellency is of opinion that it would2.
serve to remove misapprehensions on this subject and
would facilitate consideration if a number of represent
atives of your Association were to have an interview
with him. 1 am therefore to invite your Association
to send representative members to Government House
at 6. 30 pm. on Friday the 2nd of February.

I am to request the favour of an early
reply.

I am,

H. Henniker-Heaton

Colonial Secrotary.

Stanley.

*
•• /

She Ilonry. Secretary,

Sir,

30th January,

Stanley Cattle Owners Association,

Sir,

the receipt of your letter of the 26th of January,
conveying two resolutions passed at a public meeting,

Your obedient servant,



Cattle:Owners Association

The ^Honourable :.£h
The Colonial Secretary*

Sir*

I have :the honour to acknowledge ’.the :

I .have the honour to be :

Your obedient servant.

receipt' of your letter of tne :30th. January,- And.to inform 

you that a deputation ff five-.have been appointed to meet* 

His Excellency at Government House* at 6«30pm this evening.

Stanley,

2nd. February -1923.

Hon .Secretary*

Sir,
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'S
MEETING HELD AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE ON THE

1923.

On Friday the 2nu of February, 1923, His Excellency the

Governor met at Government House a deputation from the

Stanley Cattle Owners Association to discuss the question

of the enlargement of the Common which had been raised in

recent correspondence.

The deputation was composed of Messrs J. F. Summers

W. Sedgwick and J. Davis.

in reply to a question by the Governor stated that 18 had

attended the Public Meeting on the 24th of January, ana 20

the Meeting of the Association on the 1st of February.

The Governor expressed the opinion that the attendance was

small if the question was of very great importance to the

people of Stanley.

Mr. Summers said that it was always a great difficulty to

get the people of Stanley to attend meetings.

His Excellency drew attention to the terms of the first

resolution forwarded in the letter from the Association oatea

the 26th of January, ana expressed regret that the expression

"extreme dissatisfaction" had been used.

His Excellency asked Mr. Summers, Chairman of the Cattle

Owners Association, what were his personal grounds for extreme

dissatisfaction.

Mr. Summers stated that he had no personal grounds for extreme

dissatisfaction but that the people of Sttinley had for a long

time wished ana expected an extension of the Common. He adder

that so far as he knew no representations on the subject had

been made previous to the letter of the Sth of October ana

no extension had ever been promised.

The other menbers of the deputation stated that personally

they had no grounds for extreme disatisfaction and that they

agreed/

2ND FEBRUARY,

72'^*2-2Z

V. A. H. Biggs, A. Lellman,

Tlie Honorary Secretary of the Association (Mr. Lellman)



2.

Mr. Biggs addedagreed with what Mr. Summers had said.

that he thought that the land in the vicinity of Stanley

was not put to the best possible use ana that this applied

also to rural lands; he complained that during the war

residents in the Camp were able to obtain in Stanley supplies

of imported butter and milk at a time when residents in

Stanley were unable to get either.

The Governor informed the deputation that he had

endeavoured to trace out the history of the Common from

Official Records ana that he wished to give them a summary

of the history so far as he haa been able to discover it.

In 1843 the Governor proclaimed an area in the neigh­

bourhood of the town of Stanley to be Common Luna with the

view of "Apportioning equitably among the set tiers-.ana

angular shaped area of about 800 acres

of the Settlement" ana which was interned for cows ana

at a "distance of two miles"

Each householder in Stanley was allowed grazing for two

animals.

There were at the

(2) 20 cows on lot 1 Sparrow Cove " distant 4 miles by

water and lb miles by land".

(3) 20 cows belonging to Captain Sullivan, R.N.

Captain Sullivan protested against the action of the Governor

ana addressed a memorial to the Secretary of State. Earl

Grey approved of what haa been aone ana in his despatch

(which/

(b) the "large portion"

(including Moody Valley) which was intenaea for horses.

pensioners the privilege of grazing cows ana horses".

The comuon included (a) the "home portion" which was a tri­

No. 70 of the 11th of July, 1850, said " So far as regards 

future grazing of the Common I think it advisable to lay 
down the Rule that each householder should liave the right

(1) A considerable number belonged to Mr. Whittington

who was tenant of the Government Farm Itount William)

time three herds of dairy cows :

"immediately in rear



3.

1858, but was not proceeded with.

In 1858 in order that the"herbage and tussac night recover
the lease of the Peninsula ana Hookers Point

was cancelleu ana the Falkland IsInnas Company were granted
Government Farm" "bounded on the South by

the sea and Port Harriet, on the West by the Government Wall
extending from Port Harriet to the summit of Mount William
and on the North by a line from the summit of Mount William
to the summit of Sappers Hill and thence to Hookers Point.

The lease contained conditions as to the supply of beef
to Stanley and the Government reserved to itself the right

for the farm being reduced by the amount received for licences

The"Government Farm" continued to be occupied successively

With the object of promoting the general interest of the
Colony as well as supporting the equitable claims of the

less fortunate and prosperous portion of the community

Governor/

In 1854 the Government entered into an agreement with the
Falkland Islands Company to lease Hookers Point ana the

to grant licences for the grazing of SO animals "inside the 
Government Wall" on payment of a fee of 10/- a year the rent

A commonage Ordinance was introduced into the Council on the 
20 th of December,

Peninsula on certain conditions as to the supply of beef to 
Stanley ana the establishment of a dairy.

by the Falkland Islands Company and Captain R. C. Packe. 
When the lease expired in 1865 the "Goose Green"'portion 
appears to have teen used as common land for Stanley.

its growth"

(which it seems is now enjoyed) of feeding two animals and 
if there be any pasturage to spare beyond the quantity 

required for that purpose it should be let by public compet­
ition, the receipts, whatever they ioay be, from this service 
being laid out in draining or otherwise improving the Common."

a lease of the "



4.

Governor D'Arcy, in 1875, leased, the following suburban

lands

(a) Mount William to Mr. J. 0. Dettleff who had 110 heal
of cattle

(b) The Peninsula to Mr. J. Smith

(c) Moody Valley to Mr. Coulson.

Captain R. C. Packe feeling aggrieved by the Governor's

ac t ion addressed a petition to the Secretary of State to

which there were 28 signatories whq, "with one exception,

were employe's of Captain R. C. Packs, The Falkland Islams

Company and Mr Dean.

Messrs Coulson, Dettleff ana Smith addressed a circular

petition to the Secretary of State which was signed by

"seventy three independent persons". The counter petition

stated that the interests of the people had not suffered

from the lease of the suburban lands in question.

In transmitting these memorials to the Secretary of State

Colonel D'Arcy referred to the increase in ohe general

revenue of the Colony which had resulteu from leasing the

lands and stated that

(1) Although Moody Valley had been proclaimed common

land by Governor Rennie in 1842 it had never teen

used by the people of Stanley as it was too far from

was better land.

(3)

of Moody Valley in 1865 and had been useu by the peopl

of Stanley since that time.

(4) "Goose ■ Green" was "the largest Common in the world".

reference

The/

the town being 3 to 6 miles distant.

(2) The people of Stanley only used"Goose Green" which

Note: At the interview on 2nd February, 1223 
to (4) was omitted by error.

" had been given as common land inste&a"Goose Green



5.

The Secretary of State approved of the action taken by the
Governor in. leasing the suburban lands.

In course of time the animals grazing on the Common became

Suburban Lend which haa been leased and it became necessary
to fence the Common. The Pound Ordinance of 1893 providea
that on payment of a licence fee for each animal the owner

should be entitled to maintain such animal on the fenced
land known as the Common lying to the South of the tom of
Stanley.

year.

The Pound Ordinance was repealed by the Trespass Orainance

of 1904 which provided that the owner of any animal found

should be liable to a fine of ten pounds (£10). The fee
for a cow or horse remained the same as in the Pound Ordinanc'

The Governor stated that the foregoing was a summary of the h
history of the Common so far as he had been able to trace it
from official records and that for the year 1923,71 residents
in Stanley had taken out licences for 189 cows, 38 yearlings,

30 horses and 3 oxen: that of the 70 residents who had
taken out licences 30 had more than two animals each.

The Governor asked the members of the Deputation whether
having regard to the information which had been given to
tljem they considered that there were grounds for the

in the letter of
the 26th of January.

Mr. Summers stated that personally he thought there were
no grounus for dissatisfaction and added that if the
history of the Common as now given had been known the
expression would not have been used. The other members 

of/

expression of "extreme dissatisfaction"

a nuisance by straying into the town of Stanley and on the

The fee for a cow or horse was fixed at 10/- a

on the Common, upon ahich a licence for haa not been paid,



6.

of the Deputation agreed with what Mr. Summers had said.
The Governor reuinaed the Deputation that recent expenditure
on the Common haa teen considerable. £278 had teen spent
on drainage and over £200 on repairs of fences: that a further
considerable sum had been spent on planting of tussac in order
that a supply might be available at times when transport by
sea became difficult.

The Governor enquired whether the Deputation had any remouial
measures to suggest but they were unable to put forward any
proposals.

Mr. Summers stated that with regard to the proposal that the
control of the Common for the purposes of pasturage should be
hanaeu over to a Committee, of whom the majority should be
elected by the ratepayers, the Committee would not be able to
collect the fees for pasturage.

The Governor stated in conclusion that he believed there was
an impression that there were Crown lands near Port Harriet
which might be wade available as pasturage for the residents
in Stanley but that he was not aware that there was any land
in the vicinity of Port Harriet which was not under purchase.
His Excellency added that even if land were available its use

affect the general revenues of the Colony.

f

for pasturage must te considered separately from the question
of the extension of the Commonage as such a proposal would 

f 
'i
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23.

Y:ith reference to the meeting which took
place at Government House on the 2nd of February
between the Governor and the members of your

I am directed by His Excellency to
enclose herewith a note of the proceedings for
your perusal and revision.

At the meeting when referring to the lease2
of Moody Valley in 1875 nis Excellency omitted to
mention that Governor D’Arcy stated that the common
as then defined was the

3»
in the note*

Your obedient servant,

H. Henniker-Heaton,
1

Colonial Secretary.

The Hon# Secretary,
Stanley Cattle Owners Association

Stanley.

16th February,

Sir,

Sir,

This statement has,

association.

”largest in tho world".

I am,

however, been recorded



z

Falkland.Islands.
17th. April 1923.

Sir*

Government -House :on the . 2nd .February..

t am,

The Honourable]

The Colonial Secretary.

Sir,.

Your obedient <servant*

^7 $ '■

Hon Secretary,.

Cattle :Owners Association.

I am directed without - comment <to acknowledge:thej 

receipt of your letter 'of the 1.6th.February No.723/22. 

and.notes of the proceedings of the •meeting held at

J
1■ ; .

i ■ ;
/ '

-J".
Stanley


