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are living
ABOVE

the ground
O RUA IN'S wild rabbits
■ , have quit their under

ground burrows and are
how living and breeding
in ° nests " above the
ground, the National
Farmers* Union said yes
terday. y

rhe rabbits have changed
their living habits, the
N.F.U. added, because of
the killer-disease myxo
matosis. which nearly-
wiped them out.

Still Exists
The N.F.U. added that

myxomatosis still exists
in some areas, but it is
unlikely to spread now
that the rabbits are no
longer living in crowded
underground warrens.

As a result, the number of
wild rabbits is increasing.

An N.F.U. spokesman said：
"Although the increase is
only slight at present,
there should be no let-up
in the campaign to ex
terminate this pest.

“Nine rabbits eat as mu-l
as two sheep." I



NOTES FRO1/I THfi REPORT OF THB'ADVISORY COlvP'ITTEE ON

IvIYXOMATOSIS. 1 ，

History* , .
一^ The disease was first reported, in 1898 from Montevideo in
Uruguay. Outbreaks occured subsequently, in Argentina, Brazil and
Southern California. It is transmitted by mosquitoes, lice, fleas
and a species of mite. There is no apparent risk to man, birds or
other animals, except possibly to the hare.

In Australia, following experimental work in. 1926, extensive
field trials were undertaken from 1956 to 1943. The results varied
from "very limited successS to ,ffavourable results'*.
The virus was used again in 1950, and the disease smouldered on and
on until 1953, with a sudden flare up, which killed ntens of millions
of rabbits”.Reports indicate however, that some survivors have
acquired Immunity, and it is possible that from these, the raLbit
population v/ill build up, again.
More recent attempts to introduce the disease into V/estern Australia,
Tasmania, and New Zealand have not been very su ccessful.

In 1936-38, three attempts were made to introduce the disease
into a heavy rabbit population, on the island of Skokholm, off the
coast of Pembrokeshire. The disease spread a little at first, 13ut
had no controlling effect on the ra"bt>it, and soon died out.
During the same period experiments had been carried out on an estate
in Sweden, and on a Danish island,9 without much success.

Since 1952, experiments have be芭n going on, in uninhabited
islands in the Hebrides, but so far the results have "been
inconclusive.

NO ATTEMPT HAS EVER BEEN MADE TO INTRODUCE MYXOMATOSIS
ON TO THE MAINLAND OF GREAT BRITAIN.

In June 1952, a French Doctor, released two wild rabbits,
previously inoculated v/d)th the virus, within his walled-±n property.
Within a month 90 to 95 per cent of the wild rabbits on his estate
had Sied, and the disease had started to spread to the surrounding
countryside. By 1953 it had spread all over France, except to
Brittany. .

By 1954 imad spread to Luxemburg, Belgium, Germany, the
Netherlands and 3pain.

The first outbreaks in England occured in October 1955, in
Kent and East Sussex. There is no evidence to show how the disease
v/as introduced into England. , nor is thesqgjce ^knovm^
On the recommendation of the Advisory C^nriivte^,，；*every effort was'、

made to contain the original centres of infection, with the object
of eradicating the disease. These measures vzere unsuccessful, and
the disease has nov/ "become established in all parts of the coon toy
in the United Kingdom. t 、

Economics of thR NiLLd Rabbit.

It is claimed that nine :rabbits will eat as much as two sheep
and in Great Britain it is estimated that the income from Rabbits
(from meat, fur, felt and hat trades) is about £15 million per annum
The loss, or potential loss caused "by the depredations of the rabbit*
七。agriculture and forestry is three or four times as grest,(i.e.
up to £60 million per annum.)

REVZEV7 of Evidence.

Evidence was submitted to the Advisory Committee by ：_
(a)• the animal welfare societies;

the agricultural and forestry interests;
(c)• the rabbit, meat, fur, felt and hat trades, and
(d) the domestic rabbit interests.

It v/as clear that there was a general concern regarding the
humanitarian aspects of the disease, amomgst all who subm-i t +
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THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MYXOMATOSIS.

~ 〜史he committee was appointed on the 3rd November 1953 ”to advise on
the problems arising in connection with myxomatosis in rabbits and the
action that should be taken by the Government”.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE.

The Lord Carrington. M. C. (Chairman). Joint Parliamentary Secretary to
the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries.

The Earl of Dundee  Landowner and Fsmmer. Former
Parliamentary Under Secret0ry of
State for Scotland.

The Lord Merthyr  Chairman, R・ S・ P・ C. A.

C・H・ Andrewes Esq. F・R.C・P・ F.R・S・ Deputy Director of thr
National Inst, for Medical
Research.

H. Collison Esq  Geheral Secy. National Union of
Agricultural Workers.

J・W9 Evans Esq M・A・ Sc.D. D. Sc.・.・ Deputy Chief Scientific Officer
Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries.

H.Gardner Esq. C・B.E Under Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries.

Professor. R.E.Glover. M.A. B.Sc. President of the Royal College of
F・R・C・V・S・ ・・・ Veterinary Surgeons.

J•Scott Henderson Esq. Q.C・.・・ •・・ Recorder of Portsmouth. Chairman
of the Committee on cruelty to
Wild Animals.

The Hon. Mrs George Lane  An eminent parasitologist.

C・T・ Plumb Esq.  Assistant Secretary, Board of
Trade.

J.N. Ritchie Esq. B.Sc. M.R.C.V.S. Chief Veterinary Officer. Ministry
D.V.S・M・ of Agriculture and Fisheries.

J•C.Sandford Esq. B. A  . Secretary. The British Rabbit
Council.

V7. H. Senior Esq. F. R.S.E Assistant Secretary, Dept, of
Agriculture for Scotland.

Major. R・B・Verney  A landowner in Buckinghamshire.

H・ Woolley Eso A leading Cheshire farmer.

Secretary.
L・R・ Sankey Esq.

Minsitry of Agriculture and Fisheries.



ADVISORY COMMITTEE 。芒 MYXOMATOSIS.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE SCIENTIFIC SUB-COMMITTEE.

Dr. C.H・ Andrew©s (Chairman).
Dr. J. W. Evans-
Prof*. R・ E・ Glover.
The Hon. Mrs George Lane.
Mr. J.N. Ritchie.
Mr L.R. Sankey (Secretary).

The undermentioned also attended meetings
by invitation :-

Dr V/. H. Bradley (Ministry of Health).
J. R. Hudson fVeterinary Laboratory, V/eyL ridge).

Dr. A. S.Thomas (The Nature Conve&rvancy).
Mr H. V. Thompson (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries)

Membership of the Research Group.

Mr J. N. Ritchie (Chairman).
Dr. J-W. Evans,
Mr J. R・ Hudson.
Mr. P.G.Shute (Malaria Reference Laboratory, Horton).
Mr H.V.Thompson (Technical Seceretary)♦

The undermentioned also attended meetings
by invitation :-

K'ir P・L. Shanks (North of Scotland College of Agriculture)





No・1671・

(It is requested
that, in any refer
ence to this letter,
the above Number
and the date may be
quoted.)

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

28th April, U)55・

Sir,

I am directed to state that following representations to the
effect that rabbits are becoming a menace to the sheep farming
industry it was decided to approach the Commonwealth Scientific
and Industrial Research Organisation of Australia for advice on
the eradication of the pest. It will be seen from their reply
(copy attached) that they recommend the use of nyxomatosis.

2. The matter has been discussed in Executive Council and it
was agreed, as an experiment, to infect rabbits on an isolated
island and High Island in Salvador Waters was suggested as a
suitable place.

3・ It is understood that you would be willing to carry out
the experiment and six ampoules of myxomatosis virus are being
forwarded under separate cover.

L You will no doubt appreciate the need for caution in the
use of the virus and the desix,ability of ensuring that in the
experimental stages of the project the possible (albeit remote)
risk of infecting stock with the disease is reduced to a
minimum.

5. Should you be willing to carry out this experiment I am
to ask you to be good enough to forward a report of results in
due course.

I eun.,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Colonial Secretary.

J・D. Barton, Esq.,
lianager,
Teal Inlet.

JB/UH.



Commonwealth of Australia
r

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation

Wild Life Survey Section

3rd February, 1955・

The Colonial Secretary,
STANLEY
Falkland Islands.

Dear Sir,

I have your airletter of the 6th January seeking advice about
ways and means for dealing with the rabbits which have multiplied and are
seriously affecting your sheep grazing land.

2. I am afraid I cannot be very optimistic or encouraging.
Australian experience has shown that in dealing with an animal with the
rabbit1s rapid power of increase effective control can only be brought
about by well organized labour. The alternative to total eradication of
rabbits from a grazing property, inside netted boundaries that have to be
regularly patrolled, is a repeated - probably annual ■ attack on the animals
by fumigation, poisoning etc. The effectiveness of such methods
depends on having men available with experience, and a knowledge of the
local habits of the rabbits, who will leani how to get the best results
from the methods and how to modify them to suit local conditions. In
parts of Australia this periodic "knocking back" of the pest, has given
satisfactory and economically justified results. Where it is practicable,
however, there is no doubt that total eradication on a block is much
more satisfactory, and pays handsome dividends.

3. As regards myxomatosis, I think it would be well worth trying.
You may or may not have heard that it was recently introduced into
Tierra del Fuego, without any great hopes (on my part, at any rate) that
it would prove successful, because there seemed to be an almost total absence
of biting insects that could transmit the disease. A quite surprising
degree of success has been obtained. As I would think that your conditions
are not very different from those found in Tierra del Fuego, I think it
would be well worth while giving the disease a trial.

4* To save time I am forwarding to you, under separate cover,
half-a-dozen ampoules of dried myxomatosis virus. Instructions as to
how to infect rabbits with it are enclosed with each ampoule. All that
would be necessary, for a preliminary trial, would be to catch a number
of rabbits alive (in Australia this is usually done by digging out the
burrows), infecting them according to the instructions, and liberating
them at the point where they were captured.

5・ If the disease "takes”, there will be no mistake or doubt
about it at all for the infected rabbits are very obvious, as is the
effect of a high mortality. Sometimes, however, the disease may fail
to become established once or twice, and then get away for no apparent
reason; so that it pays to be a bit persistent in attempts at establishing
it.

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd) (F.N. Ratcliffe)

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE.
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28-Ui April, 55*

Sir,

I 必 directed to state that following representations to the
effect tliat rabbits are becoming a oenace to the sheep fax-jiing
industry it -evas decided to approach uhc Coimaozxv/ealth scientific
and industrial liesea,roh Grgaiiisation of /.ustraliii for advice on
the eradication of the peat, it will be seen fr^m tiieir reply
(copy attached； tiiat they recommend, the use of i^<o^atoaiso

2. 'j?he matter has been discussed in i^：GCutive Council and it
was agreed, as an experiaient^ to infect rabbits on an isolated
island and High island in Salvador <;aiers ws as a
suitable place.

% it is understood tuat you would be willing to carry out
the experiment and siz aaiponles of myxoiaaijosis vii*us are being
forwardeti under separate cover.

4« You will no doubt ap^r^ciate the need for caution in tiie
use of the virus and the desirability of ensuring that in the
experimental stages of the project the possible (aJ.beit reisote)
risk of ini^ecting stock with tlie disease is reduced to a
ininiz&uou

5，Should you be willing to carry out this ezperiiaent I ea
to ask you to be good enough to forward a report of results in
due course.

I ai a,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd) A. Or. Denton-Thompson.
Colonial Secretary<»

J,以 Barton,函q.,
kanager,
Teal Inlet*

JB/UH.



Extract froR： ob Lpgtin. of the Ewecutive Council
he 1g on th e 7 th Januc. ry? 195^-<

13. Rabbits,

The Honourable rr. Barton asked if the importation
anc inter-island transfer of r ."btits co二Id he : j/o'iibitecl. by
law as they v/ere a serious menace to the sheep fnrriin^ industry.

His Excellency undertook to have the matter
invc-stic-tec.

dr、of the Council.
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H.C.S.

I agree to refer to S・O.A°but herewith my own opinion.

Lambs (and sheep) eat grass.

Rabbits eat grass to the disadvantage of sheep。

Foxes (and other carniverous "beasts & birds) eat Geese -

Lambs & Rabbits but NOT Grass.

e.g。Foxes were put on River Island (Port Howard) years
ago,also a few in-lamb ewes. The island was swarming
with geese。At the end of the season no lambs survived
neither didany goslings. The ewes were put there as
a test,which proved that foxes should not be allowed
in breeding camps. The introduction of foxes eventually
reduced, the numbers of geese‘thereby providing more
food for mares & foals,horses,cattle etc。

Rabbits in the jColony are a pest,pure and simple,and in latitudes
'even f^her South than here have reduced the carrying

capacity of pasture by 25% or more. This has not happened
here - yet.

I would suggest as follows:-

(a) The importation of rabbits be prohibited,likewise
the internal manual dis^lDution of existing stocks.

(b) The importation of Foxes and the internal manual
distribution of existing stocks be permitted
subject to the strictest control.



J J

Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of Executive Council
held, on the 23rd February, 195U.

2. ARISING OUT OF PREVIOUS MINUTES.

(iii) Rabbits.

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary stated that
this matter would be referred to the Sheepownersy Association
together with the question of the control of foxes.

Clerk of
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46th Earch,

it has) boon tsuggos i;sd tliat in the interests of :；heep 如n盛ng

the ^ipoz'ta^iQn 控成 internaX cistrlcution of 如沥b：ixti Bh.ulc be 

the insportat^oti and Xiitcn:al distribution ot £©双定 ahoulc.

strictly cunirullctX and X ani to invite your .-^sQc^tiQn1^ viciva

and reco ,；^eridatlun3

LJtL

The Jecretuxy,
.:beepowners • a^ssociat ion,
河，LEY,

cn biic sub^ccfee

^；rulixbitcu in tne So上。码y、 t has U?eu su^esbe<:；

jlout abed ic：it serv&a饥

(Sgd) J.E. Briscoe
Acting Coluniai 3<；cretaiy«

d) f^>a d

/ " d J
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of 21 . 5. 5U-

(Original filed in 1576 - Joint reetin<j of Councils).

~b・ 工 propose that 乙egislative actioD be takers to
「rohibi% the T⑴ i，or tat ion of 公ablits Into the Co】o5y・

I have been told that Silicon Grande these
pests are on trie increase. Could our .Agricultural
L-ept. look into the matter and perhaps take steps to
exterminate them?

「
"1



0U37

54.29th Eay,

Sir,

I am directed to refer to yoy£_lctter of the
21st of ay, 1954, on the subject of legislation
to prohibit the impox»tation ox' rabbits and to
ctate that this question has mlr-eady come under
cows ide rat ion ana bee;i referred 9 together
with £i siuiiltir problem c once riling foxes? to the
Sheep O^vncrs9 .association for their rccormnenaations.

I am5
Sir,

Your obedient servant?

(Sgd)-C. Campbell

COLOTLW 洸 C11ETAKY：

The Honourable
I；r. T. A. Gilruth, J.P・,

DARVI2I.

(b

忑 XX 一' 5

VP



cd
The Falkland Islands Sheepowners Association,

(LOCAL COMMITTEE)

STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS.

奕竺典ly ? 19 5U.

Sir,

With reference to your letter No. 0437 dated 16th
March, 195」on the sub importation and
internal distribution of rabbits and foxes? I have to
advise you that the matter was discussed at the Annual
General Meeting of this Association held last week.

It was unanimously agreed to request Government
to prohibit the importation of both animals and that
manual distribution likewise be prohibited.

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary,

Stanley.
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Stanley.

26th August,1954.

Sir,
With reference your ci-cu】?：!， letter dr ted 25rcl Au^st addressed to

All menders of Executive CounclT~rnJ rd：■ crrito legiclr t icn concerning
the ccntrcl of rr'b'bitc foxes.

2. I thi/k Iccfislntion sftoulc! be introduced to proh 113it the
imp or-tr Ci on rnd th 匕 internal mrnurl distribution of *b?th r^Loits ^nd
foxes.

3・ Of these tw：j nnii.irls, the control Gi foxec is the r：:ost inpo^t^nt
°s they rre r dnnp-er to stock, especially young lambs. The owners of the
two ielAnds on which foxes pre prevalent, namely the V.reddel[ Group rncl
River Islrnci9 (Port Howard) imported them their cv/n risk, ph(j I
consider it is their uvsiness to Gt stroy them i± they rre bcconiing; a
pest, me* thpt Coveriuii&nt fin?ncir>l assistance is not •■'leces
Rr"bb its ??re prevr lent or some islands rnd iri odd pieces on the inlrnclj
but in ”上己 letter inrt^nce c*o no", 七代区八广 to 1?e incrersing in nwruje.r
nevertheless pny pclion th?t mi^ht cPuse tTiem to increase md fjm、：广R
<^ver other c-f uT- inlo nc5 shoulc. "be u i scour

4°(『)Pcrf：Qiif shoulc not be allowed to 'brLec?. rrlo^itc rncl fox<_c
5cncr11 c pv^p^ses •.vithcut ^pcci^l permitsion frer^ Government.

(b) At the present time,
action popinst hrres.

I do not think it neceseary to take any

Your

I ams
Sir,

obedient serv^iit5
A Q

The IIcnoiLiiT'ble,
The Colonia1 Secretrry,
Stanley.

& .



0U37

To: The Colonial secretary.

?:：einbcrs of ecutive CouncilTo： .-Il

23rd 52i.

RaVbits and Foxes.
(TlwuJi 2lQ 潇

/^rising out oi^the Executive Council meeting of the
2jrd of February, 1954. the Sheep ownersf Association
have requested the prohibition of the importation and
the internal manual distribution of both foxes and
rabbits^

2. when considering legislation to effect this
control no suitable ordinance suggested itself and it
is probable that new legislation dealing v;ith the control
of pests will have to be enacted.

3. ^rising trom this it is lor cons ideation,
ii* these animals are to be deeined pests, whether the
ownei7 ox the land which hurbours them should be required
by jaw to take active steps to exterminate those already
in the Colony ana whether eorae form of Government
linancial tiBsistance in the campaign .oula be ^ppi'opriate^

Two other points also require consideration：-

(a) .hether any proviso should be inserted to enable
persons to bx*ecd foxes and raVbits lor domestic
purposes, end

(b) ..heth^r any iurthcr action should be taken
against hares which nii^ht be classed as nK；nnin
by virtue oi* the fact that they are not subject
to seasonal protection

5. The written views oi* members would be appi'eciated.

(Sgd) C- Campbell

COLO近AL 、；1；CRETARY・

LC.S.

了

• ；0・

/J

Q ：1。1 tnc t j. • 1：： tion coupe^ers Ous to it kd l cxive

iwle tl.e ver .in on ti.eijr It nds co -^d eiiioi ced - bkoi'tiob 01

ri 4・ s 7 tk 5 r；1,- not.

n.< n-po-rer “old ?e tke c.ifi icult;



The Hon. The Colonial Secretary,

STANLEY.

Sir,
RABBITS,FOXES ETC.-

In view of their record in other parts of* the
v/orld rabbits must be regarded as a menace to this
Colony and their total extermination from within it
would be desirable. It would hov/ever be difficult
and perhaps unnecessary to clear them from some of
the smaller islands where they may "be found but
wherever they are established, on either of the two
main islands it would seem reasonable to call on the
owners of the land to get rid of them and for the
Government to assist them financially or in other v/ays.

I would be in favour of prohibiting the breeding
of either foxes or rabbits for domestic purposes.
Hares I do not regard as a menace.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant.

J\i亿万



RABBITS AND FOXES.
Dear Sir,

It may well be that new legislation to deal with the control
of Pests v/ill have to be enacted.

U『、

Reference your Executive Council note 0437 dated
23rd・August last.

The Colonial Secretary,
^iplonial Secretary1s Office.

iEY.

DARWIN HARBOUR. F
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

3rd. September・1954.

2.

3. (a) Rabbits and. Foxes should certainly be regarded as Pests.

(b) The Question of how best to combat these Pests should be
under the direction of the Agricultural Officer.

(c) The owners of Land which harbours these Pests should be
required by Law to take active steps to exterminate them.

(d) The Land owners shall take such steps as the Government
Agricultural Officer deems fit.

(e) Th。Agricultural Officer should be provided at iG-overnraent
expense with such equipment as he thinks necessary to
exterminate the Pests - notably'myxomotosis.1 (The annual
cost of such equipment should be very small - Land Owners
would supply the necessary labour•)

4. (a) No proviso should "be inserted to enable persons to breed
Rabbits and/or Foxes for domestic purposes.

(b) For the time being, no further action need be taken
against Hares.
Hares have certainly increased since the writer first
came to the Colony years ago but it is considered
that these animals will never reach the stage of being
regarded as serious Pests. Hares spend their entire
lives on the surface of the land and in consequence are
subjected5adverse weather conditions. During a
particularly cold and wet spring we note that there are
fewer leverets - this is no doubt due to their
contracting pneumonia.

(c) That Hares are not subject to seasonal protection does
not mean that they must in consequence be regarded as
Pests.
In Scotland,England and Wales there is no*close season1
for Hares - yet they are regarded as 'Game' •



~ ct Tfcm the of Keetin^ ": ^rcecutive Council
liej.cl 11; 12- Septerfber, 3,?rl|..

0】二 12. 如口W oF fo—r "疽

Council decided that le-^islc：ticn should L. enacted
eLipo^erin^ the Governor in Council

(h) to declare any aniiT.al or bird ；:； pest s.d” the
area in the Colony v/ithin which* it was a pest

(t) to cG.'：trol the j/； ^port.： tion, inlern：,.! •■：-. n'o.^.1

distr-itiution an/ domestic hreeding of pests;
2nd

(c) to re^juire the derrtr-uctioj- of ponts ir :二。

ecijSieo c.r-e：:. in the Colony.

' ■ '- ' _■ Of 七…f … 二. ^ r
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g37

22 nd ^ptcinbcr 54 •

I am uirccted to state thut some years ago rabbits
ana i'Q^es ivere imported into the Colony and established
on soiiic siiiall islands where they huve multiplied
excessively, babbits are a Iso x ound on onc*^ rann on the
main j^ast Falkltma Island but not to q troiiblesome
extent,

2. ab botix theBc animulb are.potential menaose
to the sheep inuixsti^ it la desired^ to px-ohibit their
itnportation and internal manual aiati^ibution in ox\icr
to limit the chances oi theip 'becoming establlGhed on
the main islanas.

3. ^/here appears to be no existing legislation
suitable i'or this purpose and it is thought that a
foj^n of pest control oruinance should be enacted
giving the Governox*-in-Couxici 1 poiver

(a) To aeclare any animal or bii*d a pest (is it
possible to clefine an ,?anirnal,f bo as to
include any livint- crcoture as at some future
date it may be desirable to control blue
bottles?).

(b) To limit the areas in v/hich ouch anitnyls ape
deemed pests (&.s・ to declare i^bbits pests
on ;.ost Falkland IslijHd only).

(c) To control the uouieBtic breeding of animals
which have been ucerned pests, and

(d) To require the owner or the land hurboui^ing
pests to th4.e active (which may or
may not be stjeci^iecl) to reduce or
exterminate jsucii pests.

4. Subject to any views you may have or queries
you may wish to raise I am to inquest that you will be
goou enou^i 切 ruraieh a drai*t.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient eeiwant,

(Sgd) C. Campbell

COLONIAL 6笠CkETAHY*.

Sir Henry Webb, Kt. 9
c/o The Crown Agents for oversea Governments &. Administrations,

4. illbank^
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SAVING TELEGRAM.

From： The Officer Administering the Government of the Falkland Islands.

To： The Secretiiry of State For the ('olonies.
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S矣括y.
岫D 69/2/01

Saving 运矣;

the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
To the Officer Administering the Government of….FALKLAND tslaitos
. (CCLOOT)

匕匕牌三上"“」'-%个、

N /中+ t ・ 谷：＞'"-"No..............L............Saving 心, 二.「一、• ‘

Your savingram No. 173 of 7th October.

Pest Corrtrol.

If you consider that the rabbit menace is so severe that
drastic measures must be taken, then possibly niyxomatosis is
the most efficient method of extermination.

2. Certain factors, however, need to be considered, the
major being whether the vector or vectors (the species of
mosquito responsible for cariying the disease) exist in the
Falkland Islands,

3. It is suggested therefore that you should approach the
Australian Research Authorities who have "been intimately
concerned with how to ensure the quickest and most efficient
spread cf the disease. The address to which to write is:-

The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organization,

V/ildlife Survey Section,
P. 0. Box 109 Ci切,

Canberra.

4. This organization will be much better able to advise than
any similar organization in the United Kingdom, and can also
supply the standardized and tested virus.

SEGER
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Sir,

No. 1671.
•三心I\:aH

Colonial Secretary* 8 office,
Stanley, Falkland islands.

6th January, 1955.

IS

I am directed to seek your advice on the subject of
rabbit extermination in this Colony, In the past rabbits
have been introduced on to some of the smaller islands and
have multiplied to the extent of ruining the grazing, since
the land here is utilized almost exlu^tsively for sheep
ranching the consequences are serious.

Rabbits are also found in some parts of the main East
Falkland islands, ,but they do not appear to be spreading.

世1th a local shortage of manpower and the difficulty of
tracing the warrens along the "broken cliffs on the islands*
shores no effective and economical method of control suggests
itself and your advice on the subject would be greatly
appreciated. The extent of the plague in some areas might
possibly justify the uce of myxomatosis but there is no
indigenous mosquito in the Colony and though the climate here
is not dissimilar to that of Northern Scotland, no species
appears to have established itself though mosquitos must
have been introduced from ships on occasions in the past.

It is appreciated that you may require further details
of local conditions and these will be supplied if requested.

It is hoped that you will not mind being iroubled in
this way.

The problem was originally referred to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies who suggested that you might be
prepared to assist particularly with information concerning
the spread of myxomatosise

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgcl) C・ Campbell

COLONIAL SECRETARY.

The Coiumonwealth Sciantific and Industrial
Research Organisation,

yVildlife Survey Section,
P.O. Box, 109 City,

Caiiberaa



COMMONWEALTH

COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH ORGANIZATION

FIIR/HW WILDLIFE SURVEY SECTION

AIR MAIL

IP

P.O. BOX 109. CITY.

CANBERRA. A.C.T.

3rd February, 1955♦

The Colonial Secretary,
STANLEY.
Falkland Islands.

TELEGRAMS: CORESEARCH. CANBERRA

TELEPHONE： DOS 562-

Ref: R3/36

OF AUSTRALIA

Dear Sir,

I have your airletter ,of jthe 6th January seeking
advice about ways and means for dealing'with'the rabbits which
have multiplied and are seriously affecting your sheep grazing
land.

2 I am afraid I cannot be very optimistic or encouraging.
Australian experience has shown that in dealing with an animal
with the rabbit1s rapid power of increase effective control can
only be brought about by well organized labour. The alternative
to total eradication of rabbits from a grazing property, inside
netted boundaries that have to be regularly patrolled, is a
repeated - probably annual - attack on the animals by fumigation,
poisoning etc*. The effectiveness of such methods depends on
having men available with experience, and a knowledge of the
local habits of the rabbits, who will learn how to get the best
results from the methods ano. how to modify them to suit local
conditions. Tn parts~d?'Australia this periodic "knocking back”
of the pest has given satisfactory and economically justified
results. Where it is practicable, however, there is no doubt
that total eradication on a block is much more satisfactory, and
pays handsome dividends.

3 As regards myxomatosis, I think it would be well
worth trying. You may or may not have heard that it was recently
introduced into Tierra del Fuego, without any great hopes (on my *
part, at any rate) that it would prove successful, because there
seemed to be an almost total absence of biting insects that could
transmit the disease. A quite surprising degree of success has
been obtained. As I would think that your conditions are not
very different from those found in Tierra del Fuego. I think it
would be well v/orth while giving the disease a trial.

. ■ To save time I am forwarding to you, under separate
U・s・c・/ y| cover, half-a-dozen ampoules of dried myxomatosis~virus.

.^Instructions as to how to infect rabbits with it are enclosed
'vdth each ampoule. All that would be necessary, for a preliminary
trial, would be to catch a number of rabbits alive (in Australia
this is usually done by digging out the burrows), infecting them'
according to the instructions, and liberating them at the point
where they were captured.

/

，If the disease "takes11, there will be no mistake or
doubt about it at all for the infected rabbits are very obvious,
as is the effect of a high mortality. Sometimes, however, the
disease may fail to become established once or twice, and then
get away for no apparent reason; so thatpays to be a bit
persistent in attempts at establishing it.
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What Follows?

I SEE that Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, Presi
dent of the Royal College of Veterin

ary Surgeons, warns us that, following
the spread of myxomatosis, u viruses may
fairly rapidly change their character " and
he urges the " need for extreme caution "
in this matter.

This means that we have no guarantee
that this foul disease may not develop in
a form which will infect human beings
and animals other than rabbits.

I hear, already, of a farm worker who
developed severe swellings after handling
a dead rabbit and was only cured by
penicillin. Is this the first of many cases?

Further, what of the risks of pus from
dead rabbits being sprayed on corn by
combine harvesters? Many cornfields are
littered with numbers of dead and stinking
rabbits.

Now, Prebendary Leland Snell, Chair
man of Hereford R.S.P.C.A., reports that
a car has died with " all the symptoms of
myxomatosis—swollen head and lips,
blindness, deafness, puffed-up body and
fur falling off in patches?* Is this the
beginning of a new plague which may
attack our pets and other animals?

Will any reader with actual evidence of
humans or animals, other than rabbits,
being infected, communicate with me, as
I have been asked to collect evidence for
a number of Members of both Houses of
Parliament? The sooner the deliberate
spreading of this revolting disease is made
a criminal offence the better.

J. Wentworth Day.
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Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of Executive Council
held 7th Apr!1, 1955*

167L 1U. DESTRUCTION OF RABBTTS.

Council agreed by a majority vote to the experiment
of injecting the rabbits on High Island, Salvador Waters, 
with myxomatosis.

Clerk



Ref： 1671・

By6r LIAIL

Sir,

I am directed, by the Governor to refer to
your letter X5/36 of the 3民 ol' February, 1955,
regarding the eradication of rabbits in the
FaIklanci Tslai^is and to express appreciation and.
thanks for your co~opert. bion in tbis matter.

2. It was intended to cwx'ry out an
experiment v/ith myxomatosis on an isolated
island but unfortunately on opening the package
it was found that the villus h；3d expired. In the
circumstances I am to request you to be good
enough to forward a fur the x1 six ampoules of dried
myxomatosis virus v/ith axi expiry date that is not
earlier than the 30th of Ilovernber^ 1955・ This
will cover the moat convenient pcrioc to proceed
with the expcriiiient.

Colonial Secretary* s office,
Stanley, Falkland Islands.

5th 1955.

3. I ani to add thut it is appreciated that
you are incurrinr expenditure on behalf of this
Government and su< -；est trwt you should forward
your account in due course.

I am,
;，ir?

Your obedient servant

(S^d)八・G. Denton-T：
(侦TAG SECRETARY.

Office r-in-Cha rge, g
Commonwealth Scientific & Industrial

Research Organisation, b
V/ildlife Survey Section, 倡，6

P.O. Box 109, City,
Vi CanberraA.C.T.
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COM MON WEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

2

COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH ORGANIZATION.

pm/mmc

TELEGRAMS : CORESEARCH, CANBERRA.

TELEPHONE. H25X. 562-3

Ref. R3/36

AIR IMIL

WILDLIFE SURVEY SECTION.

P.O. Box 109, CITY,

CANBERRA, A.C.T-

3rd June, 1955

The Colonial Secretary,
Stanley,
FALKLAND ISLANDS.

Dear Sir,

ref. 1671,
I v/ish to acknowledge 尸&―]©妙犹.of 5th May,
on the subject of dried myxomat'oTis virus.

I have learned with regret that the virus had
expired on arrival at Falkland Islands. However, I am
arranging for six ampoules of virus to be sent to you
through the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories in time for
you to proceed with the experiment as you have indicated.

As regards the virus, I may like to add that
it has been proved by experience to remain effective for
quite some considerable time beyond the expiry date shown
on the packages, and the doubtful virus could be well
tested on a rabbit in captivity.

H'with・标」• I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter
which I have sent to the C ommo ® e al t hr S e i?um Lab or at ori e s,
for your information.

Yours faithfully,

、%
(F.N. Ratcliffe)
DEICER-IN-CHARGE



2nd June, 1955

—562-3

Ref. R3/36

The Officer-ln-ChargG,
Comonnealth Senin Labs.,
PARKVILLE. VICTORIA.

Dear Sir,

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter from
the Colonial Secretary's Office, Stanley, Falkland Islands,
requesting six ampoixles of dried Hyxona virus, which letter
I have acknowledged,

It nay be. noted that the virus would be required
foT use some time in November. Allowing for the delay in
transition by nail3 uhlch incidentally is four y/eeks by air
nail< the virus should be despatched on or about 1st
October, 1955 •

I should be pleased if you would arrange for
the despatch of the virus as indicated and claim for any
expenditure direct on the Colonial Secretaryfs office#

Yours faithfully,

(1\H. Ratcliffe)
绊工CERfXHARGE

1 extra c・c・ sent to C・S., Falkland Is•9 under covering letter•
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. ahe/jcp s

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

donunonwealtb Serum aLaboratortcs>
TELEPHONE NOS.—

FW 2101 (5 LINES)
DIRECTOR. FW 6403

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

386 / 7/24。

DDRESS COR RESPONDENCE TO
DIRECTOR

TELEGRAPHIC AND CABLE ADDRESS—

SERUMS.** MELBOURNE.

Parkville, N.2,

The Colonial Secretary,
Colonial Secretary's Office,
STANLEY,
FALKLAND ISLAND.

Dear Sir,

15th June, 1955・

With reference to your request made to the Common-
v/ealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, Can
berra, for a supply of 6 ampoules of Dried Myxoma Virus, I
desire to advise that we will despatch this consignment by the
first mail leaving after the 1st October, 1955.

The product is issued from these Laboratories
carrying an expiry date of one month after the date of issue,
and it is noted that the air mail to Falkland Island is 4 weeks.
V/e consider the virus v/ill probably be satisfactory on receipt,
but would recommend injection with a syringe, and also that the
inoculated rabbits be kept under observation to ensure that a
utake'1 has been achieved.

(Between receipt and use the product should be stored
in the freezing chamber of a refrigerator.

Yours faithfully,

U *
(R. 0. CARTER
Deputy Director—

巾Mm

EN 侦.- r<^n-ou-€_c| gmm

/<
>
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MEMORANDUM.

To： rei；:ters of y：xecutive Council,

From: The Colonial secretary,

Stanley, Falkland Islands.

2.

3.

,-

5.

6.
are

26* 19S<

—*o. 1671
It is requested

that, in ;iny refer?
ence to this memo-
nmdum the above
number and date
should be quoted.

ter.

In these circumstances5 Honotrable Embers
asked to advise whether the Secretarj^ of state should

be approaches with regard to this matter. Fending a '
decision, the suppliers of the virus have been asked
to withhold shipment until further notice.,：

Arp

% C(

On ?th April, 1955, Council agreed, by a majority
vote, to the carding out of an experiment of injecting
rabbits on i-igh. Island, Salvacior ..aters5 v/ith
myx'omatosis. .

, ^ Apart from the technical and other aspects
(访 respect of which a cop;/ of the .:eport of the Adv is ory
Committee on 二yxosatosis is attached for the information"
and consideration of Honourable ?.*em'bers) it is clear
that the introduction o± new or amending legislation
is a prerectuisite to the use of myxomatosis in the
7 a Ik la nets.

Further consideration., hovzever, has been given
to the legal position in the light of the introduction
in the United Kingdom of legislation which makes it a
specific offence to knowingly use or permit the use of
a rabbit infected with myxomatosis to spread the disease
among uninfected raboits (pests Act, 1954)・ In addition
to this, Government is advised that under the provisions
of the protection of /• jimals Act, 191'i, (which has been
applied to the Falkland Islands), the decision of
Executive Council refei^red to above is ultima vi;rus.

Subject :- , … ... _,.,Destruction 。工..apoits.

After this meeting of Council it was found that
the effective date of the myxomatosis virus that had been
ootained from the Commonv/ealth scientific and industrial
..research. Organisation or Australia hac. expired. In view
of the fact that L'r. David Barton, vzho had agreed to
carry out the experiment, v/as on the point of proceeding
on leave and as it was considered essential that the
experiments should be carried out under close super-
vision^ arrangements were made for a fresh supply of
virus to oe despatched to the Falklands in time for
二r. David Barton1 * * * * s return fTom leave。

Members will appreciate that in the light of
United Kingdom legislation a net public opinion on

tRe guestion or the use of myxomatosis^ the"Secretary
State would in all probability have great diiTiculty

in apr：roving such legislation unless it can be shorn °

his satisfaction that the prevalence of rabbits in the
Falkl&ncl Is lands represents a serious threat to the
sheep industry.



It was agreed after discussion that tiie legal

Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of Executive Council

held 15th November, 1955.

16. Destruction of Rabb its.

position with regard to the use of myxomatosis Mus < or the
destruction of rabbits should be clarified before .any 
further action is taken and that the Secretary b.-./ State siiould.
be approached in this respect.
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rroiYx： ,The Officer /；Cn.inisterinc the Goxrern- ：ont of th© Salkl^nd Islands

To: The -''ccretary of 3tatc for the Oolonies.

•D^te: 1l|th February, 1956.

玉危舄 O.'VXM^ GOLg,

ijesstpuction of ?：abbits<

This GavemY?ent has had under consideration the question of
ernrlaying i?7y:：0r.'^.tosis ^*irus foi1 the destruction of rabbito t'hat
in certain areas conrstit^tc a Beriouo r-enacc to grasint； jsnd mature
on a nu^ibcr of iclends in trie 员篇. In some caoes the 1 elan<18
•iire G：<all end. are utilised, principally for winter 已虾行宕;in柘 for
电。？孩&s. There ho^sver^ one is lend 9 Kepi^el Island, on v;liich
Gpnroxirni?ite2 r̂ 3»000 sheep are 心?快多已代 ^hich is seriously ovoi^ran
with rebbitn^

2. It wuld &ppeer, that thtre are threes pri.r:cipal factors
that a<fect tr-e i^sue:**

(1) The provicions of Section 1 (1) (d) of th管 l-rotection
cf Anhr茶2金 Act, 1311 g v;hich Iws been ^.pr-lied to this
Calory v?ould seei：-' to preclude t e emr^lo;;r:ient of
z'-yxo^atOGi^ for the destruction of Z-mbbltSo

(11) It les noted that C-eetion 42 of the T.-nitod ' ingdom
les to .*ct of 195U apeeificG13^r prohibits the ©px^Gadin^
of i73rx.on:atonintf

(1X1) The recon^r^ndation r^de by the Advisor Ccir^iittee on
nx/xon：a.tosis (v/hich 咯aw set up 土r? the United
in 1953) to 七处质 elTect that no atter；pt 窍处仁。3自 be rr^.Ge
to resist the spread o:C ◎甘 to intrcauce
r^yxo^toeis i^to unalToctc^ areas of trie c^untx^

3. ir the aosumption that the del ibor.ate introduction of
the virus v/ould be contrary to the rroteetian of .-..nirals ,/>et
is correct&nd the /dviaory Co^Uttee on njyzoir^.tosiB
apparently advised to that effect 5 new ar ai：iendi^;
in the Falkland I Blands would be i3eouired befox5^? th©
could be cn-iployeG* It io Ziot9 ；;©，cG导Xs& cIcct from the irifox^eiticn
available to thle Govex^nrr^^t 3按/ it vjao if tlie u^e o£ the virus
contravenes the ： roteetioix ol! •jxUxQb Act» specific p^ovi!><lon.
prQhibitixi£； the v.se of :;^xornatorsic v.^c included in the Milted
Kin^doi^ Lasts .\ot of 195U ana I oliould Grnteful fas* farther
inron?：ation on point "before prc-ceedlnn 疔俄?'盘氏n%

h» The recorf^endat lon^ of th<s /-dvi^ry Coc??2Xttee on w^or^Xoais
v/ex*e of coiii^c r-ade egainf3t the ■bKckgr.Jimd of a discGc<；-; Imti
C'li'esd^ wpre&d in clrcuj ^tsncGC thsit ^T^.de it practieallaz irnp083iblc
to prevent its spre^ain^ furthexs< In the? case of the : Yilkland
r.Gv；every the problem is a different one in as mg： tw a liMt&a
r]U4：^>er of co iporativciy s：：xi；O 1 aland?: ar€? affected it v>ould be
easy to infect the rabbit ropalatlon and the infection be
confined to the icl^ndn into v;?.ich it h^d been introd'ACad# 7：t v:o^ld
s;：-peari> n；oreoveikt that research and j73^etical expcT^r iiave
established th-, fact tliat there io no poaoibility of 队.；disease
bein.：-. cc^-unic^ted to livectcck.

,乌同」时.

5•/



give/

5. In addition to these factors there is the quection
of rublic opinion of which a substantial and vociferous section
in the ' nited ?Cingdom a]?peore to be strongly opposed to any
Ejeaeures for the intentional introduction or epread of
fry^ar^atosis. riiblic opinion here is not likely to be
affected and in any event the expei*in^nt9 and it is the
intention that in the firnt place the virus should be
inti'oduced ss an experiir<ent on one island, v/ould not take
plnce in circuir；3tar<ces that v/aulc/rlee to any conii^nt*

6. In the circurpstancee, therefore, and before proceeding
further I shall be grateful for confirmation tliat the project
would not cause seriout; eiTJjarra8sn^ntw

GOVWQR'S DEJ'OTY.

?>o ^即区,



v/AF. 624/599/01 . / Q
F^LKLAMD island

.(.C.0L0HY.).To the Officer Administering the Government of

Date

No.

Sci.i ng
_f ■ ■-

From' the Secretary off State for the Colonies.

Desiruction of rabbits.

Proposal approved but I reauest that I may be
consulted after the results of the experiment on
one island are available before mj^xomatosis is
introduced into any other of the islands.

2. ./ith regard to the legs 1 point raised in your
paragraph 3, I am advised that the specific
prohibition against the deliberate spreading of
myxomatosis in Section 12 of the Pests Act of*【954
was to clear up doubt as to whether or not the
provisions of Section I (d) of the Protection of
..nirnals1 j.ct 1911 would apply to the case. There
appear to be no grounds
spi^eading of disease by
animal among uninfected

for holding that the
introducing an infected
animals would not constitute

"the administration of any poison or injurious drug
or substance** or "the causing of such a substance
to be taken" within the meaning of the 1911 Act.
Secondly, Section I (d) of the 1911 ^ct is subject
to the wide Qualification that the act or acts
prohibited by the Section must be done "without any
ressonable cause or excuse”: a defendant to a
myxomatosis charge might easily show a reasonable

cause
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From the Secretary of State for the Colonies. ;----- 捋
To the Officer Administering the Government of 

Date .......

No. Saving

cause or excuse.

3・ The following points have been made by my
Veterinary Adviser:-

，¥，
八(a) the disease in general possesses very

limited powers of n—tuEl spread：

(b) In many areas mosquitoes (Aedes) are
responsible for the spread. In Australia
it has been noted that the disease spreads
only when mosquitoes are present. What
is the mosquito front on Keppel ?

(c) Carrion-eating birds, vultures, crows,have
been accused of spread especially in
winter over long distances when insects
inactive.

(d) This disease is not the complete answer to
the rabbit problem. Some rabbits survive,
develop an immunity - which might become
hereditary.

(e) There is absolutely no danger of spread
of infection to human beings, stock or
dogs.

X



Sa.ng
From the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
To the Officer Administering the Government

Date 

No. Saving

be
Finally I

records of the
kept to extend
that environment•

should be grateful if careful
results of the experiment could
knowledge of the disease in

SECER
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Ref. No. 5/1956/C.

(CaNFIDWHAL )

7th August 1956.

J・D・ Barton Esq.
Manager,

TEAL INLET.
East Falkland.

Sir,
DESTRUCTION OF RABBITS.

I am directed to inform you that the Secretary of State
has approved the carrying out of an experiment, on one island, to
ascertain whether ?Ayxomatosis Virus will destroy the ra,bbit
population, provided

(a), that he be consulted after the results
of the experiment are available, before rnyxomatosis is introduced
into any other of the islands;

and (b)t that careful records of the results of
the experiment are fowarded to hinu

2» The Veterinary Adviser to the Secretary of S由ate, has
made the following observations

(a), the disease in general, possesses very
limited powers of na七甲哼i spread;

(b), in many areas mosquitoes (Aedes) are
responsible for the spread* In Australia it has been noted that the
disease spreads only when mosquitoes are present;

(c), carrion-eating birds, vultures, crows
have been accused of spreading the disease over long distances, in
winter, when insects are inactive;

(d) 9 the disease is not the complete ansvzer to
the rablDit problem. Some rabbits survive and develop an imniunity;

Qe), there is absolutely no danger of spread
of infection to hum&n beings, stock or dogs#

3. Will you please inform me if you still v/ish to carry
out this experiment, and if you are prepared to furnish the records
requested by the Secretary of State? Further consideration will
then "be given to the question of ordering a supply of the Virus,
and full instructions for its use 9 to be forv/arded to you#

I have the honour to be
Sir,

Your obedient 日errant.

EDWARD T. FER嫉

AGRICULTURAL OFFICER.



E.T・ Fern Esq.

Agricultur^l Officer,

Stanley.

vour Ref. No 5/1。56/C.

Ter.l Inlet,

September Uth. 4 956.

Sir,

Thank you for your letter of 7th・ August 1956.

I now find the rabbits on the icland belonging to this farm

fire no longer doing any damage. After several visits to the irl^nd

in question, I have not seen 幼 rabbit or traces of them. ( These

visits to the island he.ve been during the la^t four months).

I am r?t i lose to know why the rabbite havesuddenlj^ vanished,

possibly rome disease hr.s killed them off, and maybe the fact that

I put several cc.ts on the island ic one of the contributing factors

The catc would certainly kill r gr&覆七 number of the young.

Al though it is conceivn'ble that the :rabbits will breed up

3.gain with time, nt the moment it is unnecessary for me to conduct

zny experiment with Myxomatosis,-

Thank you for your assistance.

Hn.n^p-er. Ten.l Inlet Ltd.

Yourr fp.ifhfulljr,

/
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Ref： 1671

25th February 1957

Memorandum No? 12 for Executive Council.

mXOMA.TOSIS

It -was agreed in Council in November, 1955, that the
legal position vdth regard to the use of n^yxomatosis virus for
the destmotion of rabbits should be clarified "before any
further action ivas taken to inclement Council's decision to carry
out such experiments on High Island, Salvador Waters, (decision
made, on a majority vote, in April 1955)®

2. The matter was referred to the Secretary of State who
approved the proposal but requested that he should be consulted
after the results of the experiments on one island are availaJble
before ipyxomatosis vzas introduced elsewhere. The legal
difficulties that had occurred to this Government had apparently
also arisen in the United Kingdom and had "been settled by the
specific prohibition against the deliberate spreading of iryxomatosis
provided for by Section 12 of the Pests Act of 1954 (which is not
applied to the Falkland Islands).

3・ The Secretary of Stater s Veterinary Advisor made the
following points:-—

(a) the disease in general possesses very limited
powers of natairalL spread:

(b) In many areas mosquitoes (Aedes) are responsible for
the spread. In Australia it has "been noted that the
disease spreads only when mosquitoes are present.
What is the mosquito front on Keppel?

(c) Carrionr-eating birds, vultures, crows, have been
accused of spread especially in winter over long
distances when insects aro inaative.

(d) This disease is not the complete answer to the rabbit
problem. Some rabbits survive, develop an immunity -
■which might become hereditary.

(e) There is absolutely no da Tiger of spread of inf ection
to human beings, stock or dogs.

4. The Secretary of Sta-be concluded by asking that careful
records of the r esults of the experiment should be kept to extend
knowledge of the disease in this environment.

5・ WIr, David Barton, who was to carry out the original
experimert. v/as informed accordingj.y but he replied that the rai-bits
and their tmces had disappeared from High Island and there v/as no
need to proceed v/ith the expcrimcrrb。

6・ Honoura.ble Members az-e asked to advise whether, in these
cixt?-unisbcLiices, further a.c：t：LOii should be taken®

ACTING CCEQNTAL S®3RETA.Ry9

AGDT/tT



EXTRACT FRO卜肿INUTES OF TWEETING OF LUMBERS OF EXECUTIVE

COUNCIL HELD ON 13TH MARCH, 1957.

Council advised that Mr. J・ J・ Davis of New Island
v/ho had imported myxomatosis virus (at present held by
the Agricultural Officer) should be informed that there
v/ere certain legal objections to the use of the virus and
that Government considered its use to be inadvisable.
In the circumstances he should be informed that the virus
would be destroyed.

]0・ DESTRUCT工ON OF RABBITS.



1671

Sir.

X am direoted to refer to the qipoatnatosiB
virus which you imported and at present held ty the
Agricultural Officer and to inform you that there are
oertain legal objeotions to the use of the virus and
Govennent coxisiders its use to be Inadvisable* In
ttie circumstances it is pxpposed to destroy the virus
unless you M曲 to make oiny r^)resen^.tions on the
silbjeot*

ASS工泌皿COIX点叫浇C1W皿.

J. J. Davis, Esq^f
New Island,
IVest l alkland*

G

次/时
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1957, the original

to get and use Myxomatosis.But I still want

convenience.

New
14

Island.
0 ctober 1957.

days, or failing that somebody
also to raise a question about
later date.

Dear Sir.

In awnser to the copy of yours^ dated 3, April
has not yet reached me.

Since my wifes recent visit to Stanley I leann that the 02X08132022
Myxomatosis Virus which I imported from U.K, has been distroyed,
Dr Stapleforth, of Weybridge, who Igot the Virus from told me it would
last for an indefinite period,when a tube was opened, it had to be
used right away, Dr Statleforth also told me I cuuld get as much more
as I required from him.

Something has to be done about them, every year I
import grass seed and plant in the spring only to be eaten up by

8, kbCKakbits, I am incloseing a cutting (will you kindly return) which I
think is of interest to see just how much grass they eat.

I would very much like you to pay me a visit for a few
on your behalf, As I should like
Penguins but that can wait till some

E 19 OCT 1957

Trusting you will reply at yaur earliest

I am sir your
obedient servant,

To Colonial Secretary.

Port Stanley.

Kg ox gq*



Ref: 1671

D/o m

Thank you fop y-ur —tt-E ol' Zh己 ictober、 &母

1 ai；i Gorry I have been 球。long in replying.

ti'he deotruction of the Myxomatosis virus and
the prohibition on itb use is 121 accordance with a
decision of the Govemon-in-Council. 云rem v/hat
your wife told xie it sucniS that you certainJ.^ have
a ｝；k> jc-:-? proolcm on your hands and we will look into

af.ain. I wiJ.l certainly try anci : et out
to Bee you as soon as possible but I am not unite
certain when it. will be.

You r-ir：ht be in Lu roc ted in the followinr； views
or tlie Ceci^.-Uiry of • bate1 s Vcuej?inary Advisci*:-

(a) the di^e^^c in £-enci-a_ /.osucsses very
limited po宜ei?s of 眼.饥虹心 jpx*cad;

(b) in many areas nosctn.itoss (.-.edcs； are
responsible lox1 the spread. in Australia
it has l^eer* noted that tnc disease spreads
only .¥he?j. rios^/dtoes axje prevent 亍

(c) ct\/.-x*!on.-<.at:Lng biras, vulture3, ci^wg? have
bmcii aecutcd oi* op re ad especially in ■..•inter
eve?? 1021^. distances v-hen insects ai-c inactive^

(dj 'i: it- diGca^e irs n>；t tuo coni. l<jte an^v/cr to
lhe raljuiZ problem. Gome sui*vivc,
.evclop an L；wuni.M - 心.icM 一尊、3：七 become

hc?/cd.itai*y;

/(e； there ib

J. J・ jjavis, Eg^,.,
_L;L：匚,O.

AGDT/^C
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(e) there is absolutely no dun<：._.r of spread
uf iiii4ection to hmjan. beings, ctcclv or
dogs»

If it v/eve to Lg agreed that the vii'us should be
need on I'ievj Island it is vci'y probable tliat v;c should
asl< you to k,ce：. detailed records ox the result of the
experiment. Cr/n I take it that you xvould have no
objection t。 aoinc-

A.・ G.. D. T.
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Y・E・

The question of Myxomatosis has again been raised as you
will see from folio 68・

2. The last decision on the subject by Executive Council
is recorded at folio 63 and the relevant rnetnorandurn is at folio
62.

3・ Although Mrs. Davis, who came to see me about the
problem, is I believe liable to exaggerate, I understand that
the rabbit population at New Island is really something of a
serious threat and that numbers have grown out of all proportion
and are beyond control.

4. Al though I detest Myxomatosis in any form I am very
much afraid that we would not be justified in withholding permission
from Davis to introduce the virus, provided of course he is
prepared to keep some record of what he does.

5・ What I suggest is that George Stewart might go out to
New Island, and give us an independent opinion on the rabbit
population, at the same time finding out what Davie has in mind
about penguins. If George Stewart confirms that the sheep
pastures on New Island are really seriously threatened then, I
think, we might as well give him permission to do it as a
controlled experiment.

AGDT/SJA

/z.〃・e
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GOVERNMENT TELEG RAPH SERVICE
书

RECEIVED

FALKLAND ISLANDS

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

15 NEW ISLAND 37 1515 22/11/57

To

phone Colonial secretary Stanley

Very pleased
yourself it would
Stewart could fly

with your arrangements
be most convenient for
this coining week stop

sorry it wasn't
me if George

Hope this alright

by you please confirm regards
Davis / y

/ 龙CO/( /

/

PMMCL/
Time



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS

SENT
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

----------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
To

 HOA/C

U
Yor telegram 22nd stop George Stewart is booked to fly New

Island on Wednesday =

SECRETARY.

Time



mi GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE
半、

SENT

Subject to your agreement I propose that George Stewart should

fly out with equipment and virus to carry out initial

innoculations Stop please say when it would be convenient

remembering you will have to catch a miraber)£ rabbits first

Stop Hegards

Time Copy to 0. in C.，Agricultural Department.

Den ton-Thompeon .
加(

FALKLAND ISLANDS

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

3.12.57

To
DAVIS NEW ISLAIW H.O. A/C



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE

FALKLAND ISLANDS

RECEIVED
Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

6 NEW ISLAND 10 0900 13.1.58.
To

COLONIAL SECRETARY STANLEY.

READY FOR GEORGE STEWART THIS WEEK REGARDS
DAVIS.

/./仙腥 Xi 〃

,人仅。妃2 2号，叫何'

Time ；

•QAS 他,____________________________



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE 徵

SENT

FALKLAND ISLANDS

Number Office of Origin Words Handed in at Date

15,・58.
To

DAVIS NEW ISLAND. HOA/C

Impossible release George Stewart this week stop Will Monday of

next week be convenient.

Secretary.

at 5幺.
Time jb/FH



GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH SERVICE M3
RECEIVED

FALKLAND ISLANDS

Number Office of Origin Words Handed In at Date

7 NEW ISLAND 7 0900 17.1.58.
To

COLONIAL SECRETARY STANLEY.

YES CONVENIENT FOR ME
DAVIES.


